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By ELLEN GERST

Casper Star-Tribune

via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER — Four Wyoming 
communities are in the running to 
play host to a new nuclear reactor 
coming to the state.

The next-generation plant will 
replace an existing coal-fired 
plant, meaning there are four 
sites in consideration — the Dave 
Johnston plant in Glenrock, the 
Wyodak plant outside Gillette, the 
Naughton plant in Kemmerer and 
the Jim Bridger plant near Rock 
Springs.

Following an announcement 
Wednesday from Gov. Mark 
Gordon, Rocky Mountain Power 
and TerraPower founder Bill Gates 
that the state had been chosen for 
the pilot project, leaders in Glen-
rock, Gillette, Kemmerer and Rock 

Springs now await a final decision 
on the reactor’s location.

The site chosen for the Natri-
um Reactor project will be an-
nounced by the end of the year, 
Rocky Mountain Power President 
and CEO Gary Hoogeveen said 
Wednesday. The reactor is planned 
to start generating energy by mid-
2028.

Local leaders in communities 
near the proposed sites were all 
hopeful about the prospect of the 
reactor coming into their areas, 
but they said wherever it lands in 
Wyoming should benefit the state 
as a whole.

The mayors of Kemmerer, Glen-
rock, Gillette and Rock Springs 
said the nuclear plant would be a 
welcome way to keep local energy 
jobs alive and bring even more in, 
stimulating their communities’ 
economies. None worried that 
there could be any negative effects.

Of the potential sites, the power 
plant closest to retirement is the 
Naughton Power Plant outside of 
Kemmerer, whose two coal units 
are set to retire in 2025. Those 
units combine for a capacity of 448 
megawatts of generated energy.

After that, all four units of the 
Dave Johnston Power Plant near 
Glenrock are scheduled for retire-
ment in 2027 based on the most 
recent PacifiCorp report. The plant, 
whose first unit began operating 
in 1959, now has a capacity of 922 
megawatts.

“I’m glad to see they’re looking to 
do something to keep our econo-
my going,” Glenrock Mayor Bruce 
Roumell said, “instead of just shut-
ting the plants down and letting 
them mothball.”

Kemmerer Mayor Bill Thek said 
he doesn’t think there will be much 
room for cities and towns to make 
their case to be chosen, based on 

his conversations with the compa-
ny.

“I’m real excited about something 
like this,” Thek said Wednesday. “I just 
wish there was a way we could lobby 
to be the municipality to get this.”

One unit at the Naughton plant 
was converted to natural gas in 
2020. The estimated 2025 retire-
ment date for the two remaining 
coal units is based on PacifiCorp’s 
most recent integrated resource 
plan from 2019.

An updated plan is set to come 
out in September of this year, 
which could change those projected 
retirement dates.

In Gillette, near the Wyodak coal 
mine, Mayor Louise Carter-King 
said she hopes Rocky Mountain 
Power will visit each of the com-
munities being considered before 
making their decision.

“We have the skilled workforce, 
we have the infrastructure, we have 

everything, we have uranium, we 
have a great community ready to 
go,” Carter-King said. “Gillette 
would be the absolute perfect place 
for this project.”

Between booms and busts in 
the methane, coal, and oil and gas 
industries, Carter-King said Gillette 
has plenty of experience adapt-
ing its workforce to new energy 
sources. Current estimates project 
Wyodak won’t reach the end of 
its life until 2039. But that doesn’t 
mean it can’t (or won’t) be retired 
before then, Rocky Mountain Pow-
er spokesperson David Eskelsen 
said Wednesday.

Carter-King and Rock Springs 
Mayor Tim Kaumo said local 
community colleges — Gillette and 
Western Wyoming — would be 
able to retrain coal workers to make 
the transition to nuclear.

By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

The Albany County 
Board of Commissioners 
denied a zoning change 
request during its regular 
meeting Tuesday morning 
that would have potentially 
cleared the way for a new 
residential subdivision 
along Roger Canyon Road.

Roger Canyon LLC, 
owned by Duane Toro, 
requested to re-zone a 
48-acre parcel along the 
road from agriculture to 
small lot residential, which 
would allow the property 
to be subdivided into 14 
parcels, each about three 
acres in size. The property 
sits across the road from 
the Sunset Acres subdivi-
sion about four miles north 
of Laramie. The parcel is 
surrounded by a mix of 
agricultural and residential 
uses.

Commissioners Pete 
Gosar and Sue Ibarra voted 
to deny the zoning change, 
saying it didn’t meet the 
findings necessary for 
approval. In their discus-
sion they cited compat-
ibility with surrounding 
properties, and impacts to 
natural and environmental 
resources.

The zoning request was 
approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
during its May meeting by a 
3-2 vote, with Bern Hinck-
ley and Maura Hanning 
voting against.

During Tuesday’s meet-
ing, county planner David 
Gertsch said he thought the 
application was consistent 
with surrounding uses and 
was an appropriate place 
for future growth according 
to the county’s planning 
documents.

“That’s where we’re trying 
to get growth to go,” he said.

By DAVID WATSON

dwatson@wyosports.net

A short, straight-forward 
news release from the Alba-
ny County Sheriff ’s Office 
early Thursday morning 
came as a welcome sigh of 
relief for many members of 
the Laramie community.

Those same people also 
would say the resignation of 
Sheriff Cpl. Derek Colling 
was too long in coming.

Recently appointed 
Albany County Sheriff 
Aaron Appelhans released 
a two-sentence statement at 
about 9 a.m. Thursday.

“Cpl. Derek Colling has 
submitted his resignation 
effective June 2, 2021, and is 
no longer employed with the 
Albany County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice,” it said. “No additional 
information will be provided 
regarding this personnel 
matter.”

Colling has been a focal 
point of tension in the 
community since shortly 
after Nov. 4, 2018. A sheriff ’s 
deputy at the time, Colling 
shot and killed Robert 
“Robbie” Ramirez when a 
traffic stop went awry near 
Ramirez’s apartment on 
Garfield Street.

Several stories published 
in the Laramie Boomerang 
since then detailed the pre-

liminary investigations.
There were those who 

were shocked about the 
event that transpired, know-
ing Ramirez suffered from 
mental health concerns, as 
well as Colling’s past record 

of using deadly force in July 
2006 and September 2009 
during his law enforcement 
career in Las Vegas.

Colling was cleared in 
both instances by officials 
with a ruling that one of 

the shootings was justified 
and the other cleared in a 
federal appellate court. He 
was later fired after another 
investigation, in which Las 
Vegas officials found him 
violating police policies in a 

beating and arrest incident. 
He returned to Laramie and 
was hired by former Albany 
County Sheriff Dave O’Mal-
ley in 2012.
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change request
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Volunteers from the 

community gathered to 

distribute boxes when 

Laramie Interfaith 

hosted a pop-up food 

pantry for the Food 

Bank of Wyoming on 

Tuesday, June 1, at the 

University of Wyoming 

south shuttle lot on S. 

15th St. and E. Spring 

Creek Dr. The event had 

13,000 pounds of food 

to distribute to the 

community through 

the ad hoc drive-thru 

pantry. There were no 

income requirements, 

no applications and no 

paperwork required for 

people to pick up food.

Pop-up pantry

Wyoming towns eager to host nuclear plant

Derek Colling resigns from law enforcement position

BOOMERANG FILE PHOTO

Protesters march down Grand Avenue in June 2020 in Laramie. Chants of “Fire Derek Colling can heard” during the protests, referring to then 

Albany County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Derek Colling’s 2018 shooting of Robbie Ramirez, an unarmed man who struggled with mental health.
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