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As a public service, the Laramie Boo-
merang, in coordination with Ivinson Me-
morial Hospital and its partners will post 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays COVID-19 
vaccination updates.

 • Who is currently eligible: Phase 1b, 
subgroups 1-3 are now being offered a vac-
cine. Due to vaccine supply, current efforts 
are focused on offering a vaccine to those 
who are 75 years of age or older.

 • Who is eligible next: In the next week, it 
is anticipated that vaccination efforts will be 
expanded to those who are 70 years of age 
or older.

 • Vaccine supply: As of Tuesday after-
noon, Albany County has administered 
2060 vaccines with 140 vaccines available for 
this week’s appointments. Albany County 
anticipates receiving another 500 vaccines 
this week and will continue scheduling for 
individuals 75 years of age and older. These 
numbers are approximate and based on 
most recent counts.

 • Who is included in current vaccina-
tion priorities: The Wyoming Department 
of Health updated Wyoming’s Vaccination 
Prioritization Schedule on February 1, 2021. 
The updated listed now includes people 
who are 65-69 years of age, individuals with 
underlying conditions, additional essential 
employees and a new Phase 1c with 4 sub-
groups. The most up-to-date Vaccination 
Prioritization Schedule can be found by vis-
iting the Wyoming department of Health’s 
website.

By STEVE STEINER

ssteiner@laramieboomerang.com

After more than 10 years in the making, 
air travelers board their 8 a.m. flight from 
Laramie Regional Air’s newly-opened termi-
nal. The new edifice replaced the previous 
building, which had been constructed in 
1958.

According to Tim Stamp, a member of the 
airport board of directors, the terminal was 
approximately a 12-year project that came in 
at a cost of $12 million.

“It took 12 years to plan for and put in 
the infrastructure before even applying for 
funding from the FAA,” said Stamp; the 
FAA is the Federal Aviation Administration. 
“The money came from a six penny capital 
tax, which came to $5 million. The state 
gave $2.3 million, another $2.5 million came 
from the FAA, and the remainder came 
from various grants and private contribu-
tions.”

By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

The Pilot Hill Wildlife Habitat Management 
area is now closed for the season, as the closure 
began Monday and runs through April 30. The 
property will re-open to the public at 8 a.m. May 
1.

Like all wildlife habitat management areas 
around the state, the Pilot Hill WHMA is man-
aged to protect habitat, in this case big game 
crucial winter range. The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department maintains 44 such areas around 
the state totaling 450,000 acres.

The creation of the Pilot Hill WHMA was 
approved by the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Commission during its Sept. 9 meeting. The 
area includes 3,076 acres under Game and Fish 
management through an agreement with Albany 
County and Pilot Hill Inc.

The WHMA portion of the Pilot Hill parcels 
sits to the south of the Pilot Hill Recreation Area, 
which remains open all year. Signs are in place to 
distinguish the WHMA boundary.

According to spokesperson Robin Kepple, the 
Pilot Hill WHMA is managed to achieve four 
goals: maintain native winter range habitats to 
sustain healthy herds of pronghorn, mule deer 
and elk; provide hunting, wildlife viewing and 
conservation education opportunities; provide 
native habitats for non-game wildlife, including 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need; and 
maximize wildlife conservation opportunities 
through cooperative cross-boundary manage-
ment.

By MARISSA TAYLOR

mtaylor@laramieboomerang.com

“Glaucoma is a silent thief of sight 
[and] by the time you notice you may 
have glaucoma, you may have lost 
80-90% of your vision,” said Dr. Daniel 
Laroche.

Laroche is a glaucoma specialist and 
for the past 25 years acted as Director of 
Glaucoma Services and the President of 
Advanced Eyecare of New York.

Glaucoma is a group of eye disorders 
that lead to progressive damage to the 
optic nerve, according to the American 
Optometric Association. In most cases, 
Laraoche said optic neuropathy (nerve 
damage) is associated with high levels of 
pressure in the eye. If too much pressure 
occurs, it damages the nerve connecting 
the eye to the brain.

“When that nerve becomes damaged, 
you can’t see the images and you lose 
your peripheral vision,” Laroche said in 
a phone interview.

He added that once a person loses 
vision, it’s irreversible and urges patients 
and community members to screen for 
it early.

The natural aging progression of the 
eye is a major component for developing 
glaucoma, as is heredity both circum-
stances that prove uncontrollable.

Laroche said in his practice, glauco-
ma tends to present itself between ages 
40 or 50. As the lens ages, it enlarges 
by 20-30%. This causes a narrowing of 
the drainage angle which in turn slowly 
blocks the draining system. As a result, 
it can push normal eye pressure levels 
— measured in millimeters of mercu-
ry, mm Hg —from 15 mmHg to 18 or 
higher.

PREVENTABLE OR MANAGEABLE
When asked if there were any preven-

tive measures people could take to avoid 
this painless eye disorder, Dr Gary Po-
teet, optometrist with the Snow Range 
Vision Center, replied the best measure 
one can take is identify it early through 

complete general eye exams.
“The difficult thing about glaucoma 

is it’s not one of those things where 
[optometrists] can com in and say ‘Hey, 

if you eat more of your vegetables, this is 
going to get better,’” Poteet said.

A thief in the night
The risks of 
undiagnosed glaucoma
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Routine eye exams are the best way to prevent or arrest glaucoma.

VACCINE UPDATE

Albany County 
COVID-19 
vaccination updates

Pilot Hill WMHA 

closed for the season
Recreation portion to remain open year-round 

Today the big 
day at Laramie 
Regional Airport 

STEVE STEINER/LARAMIE BOOMERANG

One of the two lobbies in newly-opened Laramie 

Regional Airport lobby features a fireplace, adorned, 

not surprisingly, with the ubiquitous University of 

Wyoming cowboy riding the bucking bronco.

By EVE NEWMAN

even@laramieboomerang.com

The Albany County Board of Commis-
sioners moved forward in creating working 
groups in cooperation with the Laramie 
City Council while also appointing another 
new member to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission during a meeting Tuesday.

During last week’s joint work session 
with the council, both bodies agreed to 
appoint members to each of three new 
groups. The elected officials created the 
three groups after sharing their individ-
ual priorities and discussing how the two 
elected bodies could best collaborate.

One group, joined by Commissioner 
Sue Ibarra, will consider the Casper 
Aquifer Protection Plan, an environ-
mental advisory committee and oth-
er environmental issues. Ibarra will 
join councilors Sharon Cumbie, Erin 
O’Doherty and Pat Gabriel.

Commissioner Heber Richardson 
joined the working group that will 
consider high-priority growth areas and 
infrastructure, which also includes coun-
cilors Jessica Stalder, Brian Harrington 
and Paul Weaver.

A third group, to include Commis-
sioner Pete Gosar, will tackle intergov-
ernmental cooperation and planning. 
Gosar will join councilors Jayne Pearce, 
Andi Summerville and Bryan Shuster.

Commissioners also discussed imme-

diate next steps for the working groups, 
such as how to create goals, how to 
maintain accountability, how to educate 
councilors about statutory restrictions 
guiding commission work and how to 
bring county staff into the groups.

Richardson said there are more stat-
utes guiding commission activities than 
there are guiding the city council.

“If we meet with them to set goals, 
that’s one thing,” Richardson said. “To 
execute goals probably has to be led by 
the county because we have more limita-
tions than the city does.”

Ibarra cautioned the commission not 
to get “bound up” with the limitations 
of statutory regulations and lose sight of 
the goals of collaboration in the process.

The commission appointed Maura 
Hanning to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission after interviewing appli-
cants Tuesday morning. The unexpired 
term in replacement of David Cunning-
ham ends January 2022.

Hanning has 18 years of experience 
as a geologist and has also served on the 
city’s Planning Commission/Board of 
Adjustment.

Ibarra said the commission was lucky 
to have several qualified and experi-
enced applicants as she put forward 
Hanning’s name. Hanning ran for Coun-
ty Commission in 2018.

The Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion oversees land-use planning and 
permitting in the county.

“I’d like to see a woman on the com-
mission,” Ibarra said.

Commission moves forward 
on cooperative groups
Appoints new member to 
Planning and Zoning
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