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By DAVID LOUIS

Special to the Times

Rawlins – During the past 
year, new pet owners have 
come to realize something 
long-time owners have 
known for years, their adopt-
ed loved ones help them cope 
with loneliness and isolation.

Because of COVID-19, the 
pet industry has experienced 
a major sea change in the 
number of people seeking 

to adopt a pet. Retail stores, 
shelters and breeding facilities 
have reported a significant 
rise in the number of adop-
tions.

Shelter Animals Count, 
which runs a database that 
tracks shelter and rescue ac-
tivity, analyzed pet adoptions 
during the pandemic. The 
group tracks approximately 
500 rescue organizations 
across the United States. It 
recorded 26,000 more pet 
adoptions in 2020 than in 

2019 — a rise of about 15%.
Among those surveyed 

“4 Paws 4 Life” in Colorado 
nearly doubled the number of 
animals adopted during the 
first eight months of 2020, 
compared with a year earlier.

Officials from Shelter 
Animals Count say that many 
people who adopted pets 
reported they needed “an 
emotional support animal” to 
survive the pandemic.

Pets offer up more than love 

NOEL ZIA LEE/PUBLIC DOMAIN

Dogs are known to offer up unconditional love to their 
owners .

By RAWLINS TIMES STAFF

news@rawlinstimes .com

A veterans’ living facility that 
addresses the tenets of social sus-
tainability and equability earned 
a University of Wyoming student 
third place in the Pacific west region 
in the Interior Design Educator’s 
Council (IDEC) competition.

Claire Larson, a senior in the 
Department of 
Family and Con-
sumer Sciences 
(FCS), was given the 
IDEC competition 
prompt as part of 
her contract design 
class during the fall 
semester.

Larson did back-
ground research on 
physical disabilities 
and mental and psychological im-
pairments veterans might have and 
how that would affect the design of 
the space.

“I made sure to include ADA 
compliancy throughout the 
building,” said Larson. “That could 
be anything from how wide your 
corridors are to what the doorknobs 
and levers look like.”

Larson also ensured her design 
met the basic tenets of social sus-
tainability by referencing Maslow’s 
Hierarchy of Needs, which de-
scribes five levels of human needs.

“I made sure to point how my 
multifunction spaces or even small 
features like the sinks I chose in 
my bathrooms and how all of those 
contributed to people’s sense of self 
and belonging,” said Larson.

Each year the IDEC creates a 
design competition to showcase 
what designers can offer society 
with spaces that have the capacity 
to heal, inspire and compassion-
ately serve those on the margins of 
society, shared Treva Sprout Ahr-
enholtz, FCS senior lecturer, in the 
College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources.

“They (IDEC) provide the 
prompt and all the programming 
requirements they want you to have 
in the space,” said Larson. “They 
give you a couple of resources to 
begin doing background research 
on the project and an open floor 
plan. You only get three weeks to 
complete the project.”

There were 81 submissions from 
29 different programs nationally.

Sprout Ahrenholtz was not sur-
prised to see Larson’s design rise to 
the top in the region.

UW student earns 
honor for veterans’ 
facility plans 

Larson

By RICHARD HODGES

Special to the Rawlins Times

The COVID-19 statistics for Car-
bon County are improving and the 
vaccine availability and vaccinations 
are back of track, with the over 65 
age vaccinations across the county 
having been completed last week.

The list of Carbon County res-
ident’s eligibility for the Covid-19 
vaccination continues to expand. 
The next up will be the groups listed 
on lines 8 — 10 of the Wyoming 
Vaccine Phase Prioritization Sched-
ule. This announcement was posted 
by the Carbon County Public 
Health on Feb. 22.

These vaccinations will begin on 
March 4. There is no posted age 
limit on these new groups.

Those eligible for this new round 
of shots include the following:

Grocery store employees only. No 
other retail employees are included 
unless they work for a business with 
over 25 employees.

U.S. Postal service employees, and 
delivery drivers like UPS and FedEx

Veterinary employees
Those eligible in the service 

sector include Court system 
employees, Employment service 
center employees, Driver’s services 
employees, and other government 
services employees.

Some utility and communications 
employees are included. For a com-
plete list of all employees covered 
by this announcement please go to 
the Wyoming Department of Health 
website for the Wyoming Vaccine 
Phase Prioritization Schedule.

Eligibility for 
COVID-19 shots 
expands in 
Carbon County 

By MARISSA TAYLOR

mtaylor@laramieboomerang .com

If you would like to learn what 
food recipes and medicine were 
like in early modern life, now you 
can.

A 17th to 18th century manu-
script containing early modern 
culinary and medicinal recipes, 
poems and aphorisms was collab-
oratively analyzed and tran-
scribed by University of Wyo-
ming Honors College Dean Peter 
Parolin and two 
undergraduate 
Honors English 
students.

The Baumfyl-
de manuscript 
(1626) — cur-
rently held at the 
Folger Shake-
speare Library in 
Washington, D.C. 
— is a collection of handwritten 
recipes purposed for the house-
hold and created by countless 
individuals, spanning 132 years.

Parolin described the man-
uscript as an insight to early 
modern domestic culture during 
a time when medicinal recipes 
and cookery recipes weren’t sepa-
rated. Unlike modern cookbooks 
that categorize different facets 
of cooking, no such distinction 
existed in early domestic culture.

“Receipt manuscripts (com-
monly known as recipe books) 
versus modern cook books are 
filled with home remedies … for 
some of the grossest ailments you 
can find,” Parolin said, “It would 
be like you had a beautiful recipe 
for chocolate mousse from Julia 
Child and the next page is ‘here’s 
how to handle your gonorrhea 
symptoms.”

Parolin said whoever ran the 

household, needed expertise in 
all areas of life, including health 
remedies; receipt books docu-
mented that expertise and placed 
it in one location.

The Baumfylde manuscript, 
according to Kristine Kowalchuk 
— adjunct professor of English 
and ethics at the University of 
Alberta — isn’t about any one 
experience in the kitchen, but 
rather, centralizes the idea of 
passing on a collective wisdom of 
what it is to have a family.

He disagreed with this idea, 

stating the structure of the 
manuscript, which is authored by 
many, provides a space for each 
voice to be heard separately from 
the “owner’ of the book.

“Some of the names attributed 
to the recipes appear to be those 
of the same household, while 
others appear to be names of 
friends, local acquaintances or 
legendary names, like ‘Dr. Phil’s 
recipe for how to repair your 
relationship,’” Parolin said.

UW collaborators help transcribe 
early modern manuscript

COURTESY PHOTO

The cover of the Baumfylde Manuscript .
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