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Biden pivots
to home tests
to confront
omicron surge

Winds will continue, but little
chance for a white Christmas

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fighting the omicron variant surging through the country,
President Joe Biden announced the government will provide 500 million free rapid
home-testing kits, increase support for hospitals under strain and redouble vaccination
and boosting efforts.
At the White House on Tuesday, Biden detailed major changes to his COVID-19 winter
plan, his hand forced by
the fast-spreading
variant, whose properties are not yet fully understood by scientists.
Yet his message was
clear that the winter
holidays could be close
COVID-19 to normal for the vaccinated while potentially
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President Donald
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all want this to booster
said it’s Americans’
be over. But
“patriotic duty” to get
we’re still in it. vaccinated.
“It’s the only responWe also have
sible thing to do,” the
president said. “Omimore tools
cron is serious and pothan we had
tentially deadly
business for unvaccibefore. We’re
nated people.”
ready, we’ll get Biden chastised sothrough this.” cial media and people
on cable TV who have
President Biden
made misleading statements to discourage
people from getting vaccinated.
The outbreak from this latest strain of the
coronavirus has required the federal government to get more aggressive in addressing
the wave of infections, but Biden promised a
weary nation that there would not be a mass
lockdown of schools or businesses.
“I know you’re tired, and I know you’re
frustrated. We all want this to be over. But
we’re still in it,” Biden said. “We also have
more tools than we had before. We’re ready,
we’ll get through this.”
Scientists don’t know everything about
omicron yet, but they do know that vaccination should offer strong protection against severe illness and death. The variant has spread
at such an alarming rate since it was identified in South Africa about a month ago that the
Biden administration snapped into action to
offer new tests and additional aid. Still more
is needed, some medical experts said.
A cornerstone of the plan is for the government to purchase 500 million coronavirus
rapid tests for free shipment to Americans
starting in January. People will use a new
website to order their tests, which will then
be sent by U.S. mail at no charge. The 500
million could be increased, depending on developments.

High winds Monday night into Tuesday morning destroyed the east side of the Noble Casing building at 1805 Pacific Ave., near Clear Creek Park.
National Weather Service meteorologist Matt Dewey said early Tuesday afternoon that the highest recorded gust overnight in Cheyenne was
79 mph. Rhianna Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle
By Hannah Black
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – The National Weather Service
didn’t expect to extend its
high wind warning into

Records:
61 (1994)
-28 (1990)

Cheyenne were expected to
drop to a “more manageable”
20 to 30 miles per hour, NWS
meteorologist Matt Dewey
said early Tuesday afternoon.
See Winds, page A2

At a glance
Following high wind gusts the previous night,
National Weather Service meteorologists
did not expect to extend a high wind warning
in Laramie County beyond 5 p.m. Tuesday.
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recent decades.
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ments shows that less of the
that makes my heart warm is
after going to midnight Mass
country now has snow for
and coming outside and it’s
Christmas than in the 1980s.
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That’s especially true in a
But the weather in Dubuque
belt across the nation’s midhasn’t cooperated in recent
section — from Baltimore to
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See Christmas, page A2
Scientists say the decline in
By Seth Borenstein
AP Science Writer

Despite the worsening conditions, Cayden Duryea, 11, left, TJ Smachetti,
right, and Duryea’s mother Leticia, back, are determined to keep the tradition of cutting down their Christmas tree on the day after Thanksgiving alive at Chanticleer Farms, on, Nov. 26, in Pittsfield, Mass. AP photo
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Tuesday night or Wednesday in the Cheyenne area, a
local meteorologist said.
The high wind warning in
Laramie County ended at
5 p.m. Tuesday. Between
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., winds near

Since 1980s, U.S. chances of
a white Christmas melt a bit

See Biden, page A6
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Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season.
From all of us at
Laramie County Community College

