
LARAMIE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

TO HOST THE

REGION IX MEN’S
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, APRIL 8-10

For start times
and ticketing

information visit

GoLCCC.com

Navy medic 
shoots 2 U.S. 
sailors before 
being located 
by police on 
Army base 
A10

C H E Y E N N E ,  W Y O M I N G            W Y O M I N G N E W S . C O MWEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021 $1.00

Lottery numbers Index

Colorado Cash 5: 2, 5, 27, 29, 32

Blotter . . . . . . . . . .A6

Comics. . . . . . .B7-B8

Crossword . . .B7-B8

Dear Abby  . . . . . . B9

Jumble  . . . . . A5, B9

Local/Wyo . . A3-A9

Obituaries  . . . . . .A5

Opinion . . . . . . . . A11

Quick Read . . . . . .A4

Sports . . . . . . . B1-B5

Sudoku . . . . . A5, B9

Mega Millions: 1, 19, 20, 32, 42, 17 Jackpot: $184M

WeatherOn the Web 
Records:
75 (1988)

2 (1983)

Facebook: Facebook.com/WTENews
Twitter: Twitter.com/WTENews

Avg:
52
29

5636
Partly cloudy and breezy

UW tackles 
spring 
football B1

HOW SOCIAL MEDIA 
HAS FUELED COVID 

CONSPIRACY 
THEORIES A12

THE INFODEMIC

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Follow-up analysis of pos-
itive samples has shown 
four different COVID-19 
variants recognized by na-
tional and international ex-
perts as “variants of 
concern” have been found 
in Wyoming over the past 
several months, according 
to an announcement Tues-
day from the Wyoming De-
partment of Health.

The Wyoming Public 
Health Laboratory recently 
analyzed genetic sequenc-
ing from a large batch of 
positive samples collected 
from residents since No-
vember. The new analysis, 

combined with previously reported results, 
showed at least 40 cases have involved the 

United Kingdom variant (B.1.1.7), more 
than 40 cases combined of two California 
variants (B.1.427 and B.1.429) and one with 
the South Africa variant (B.1.351).

Wyoming State Health Officer and State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Alexia Harrist said it is 
likely all four of these variants have repre-
sented some of the COVID-19 transmission 
in Wyoming over the past several months.

“Because this is far from a comprehen-
sive review of all positive patient samples, 
the true number and geographical spread 
of variants of concern in Wyoming is likely 
greater than what has been identified,” she 
said in a statement.

Harrist indicated the variants are “of 
concern” because they each have been 
shown to transmit more easily between 
people, may lead to more serious illnesses 
or may have resistance to some COVID-19 
treatment options.

“Knowing these variants have been circu-
lating in Wyoming doesn’t change our pri-

mary recommendations for the public,” 
Harrist said. “The best way for people to pro-
tect themselves from getting sick is to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine, which are available to 
the general public now throughout Wyo-
ming. We still also recommend staying home 
when you are sick, avoiding large gatherings 
and wearing masks in most public settings.

“Because the variants can affect the suc-
cess of certain treatment options, we have 
shared updated information with health 
care providers across the state to help them 
help their patients,” she said.

Information about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine in Wyoming can be found at health.
wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/
wyoming-covid-19-vaccine-information/.

Wyoming also offers free at-home 
COVID-19 testing. More information can 
be found at https://health.wyo.gov/publi-
chealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-
unit/disease/novel-coronavirus/covid-
19-at-home-testing/.
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By Hannah Black

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – A bill requir-
ing a defendant facing animal 
cruelty charges to pay reason-
able costs for the animal’s im-

poundment was signed into 
law Tuesday by Wyoming 
Gov. Mark Gordon.

Senate File 25 provides a 
source of revenue for the facil-
ity caring for the animal, if the 
defendant wishes to retain 

ownership while an animal 
cruelty case is underway. 

At the same time, it gua-
rantees a hearing for the 
owner before an animal is 
confiscated.

Gordon signs bill focused on 
costs in animal cruelty cases

Sheffoed, the 1-year-old German Shepherd mix, catches a tennis ball as he plays with Cheyenne Animal Shelter animal care spe-
cialist Tana Kruse on Tuesday at the Cheyenne Animal Shelter. A bill requiring a defendant facing animal cruelty charges to pay 
reasonable costs for the animal’s impoundment was signed into law Tuesday by Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon. Rhianna Gelhart/For
the Wyoming Tribune Eagle

By Margaret Austin
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – The city of 
Cheyenne and Laramie 
County are set to receive a 
total of $30.7 million in relief 
funding from the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan 
that was passed in March as 
a way to help the U.S. econo-
my recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Both municipalities should 
receive the first half of the 
funding toward the middle of 
May, and the spending re-
quirements for those funds 
have changed since the first 
federal CARES Act program, 
so the Cheyenne City Council 
and Laramie County Board 
of Commissioners will have a 
few options for how to use the 
money.

This time around, City 
Treasurer Robin Lockman 
said, “The American Rescue 

Plan for municipalities and 
local governments has a pro-
vision that they will reim-
burse us for revenue 
reduction resulting from 
COVID-19.”

The city has been allocated 
$11.7 million, and according 
to Lockman’s estimates for 
lost revenue in 2020, about 
$1.7 million of that will be 
used to make up for those 
COVID-19 losses. From 
2019, the city’s general fund 
saw an $875,000 decline, and 
the Cheyenne Civic Center 
and Ice and Events Center 
saw a decrease of $733,000 
and $122,000, respectively.

Cheyenne, 
county get 
$30.7M in 
virus aid
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