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By Hannah Black
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C
HEYENNE – On Sept. 
11, 2001, Diane Moeller 
and Jackie Brand were 

working together at the 
telephone company on 
Yellowstone Road when they 
heard about the attacks.

Moeller said it was 
shocking to watch from 
across the country as the twin 
towers of the World Trade 
Center came down.

“I remember exactly 
where I was,” she said. “We 
brought TVs into the office 
upstairs and watched 
everything happen. ... (The 
ceremony) was emotional for 
us, because we know exactly 
where we were and how it 
felt.”

Moeller and Brand were 
among a crowd of people who 
gathered Saturday morning 
at the Wyoming State Capitol 
to mark the 20th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks. The Wyoming 
Veterans Commission, on 
behalf of the Wyoming 
Military Department and 

other state and local 
agencies, held a wreath-
laying ceremony to pay 
tribute to the 2,977 men, 

women and children who 
died that day.

First responders, members 
of the military, Cheyenne 
residents and visitors alike 
assembled around the state 
seal in front of the Capitol. 
They observed moments of 
silence coinciding with 
American Airlines Flight 11 
and United Airlines Flight 
175 hitting the north and 
south towers of the World 
Trade Center, American 
Airlines Flight 77 crashing 
into the Pentagon, and the 
crash of United Airlines 
Flight 93 into an empty field 
near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania.

By Jennifer Peltz and Bobby Ciana Calvan
Associated Press

NEW YORK – The world solemnly 
marked the 20th anniversary of 9/11 on 
Saturday, remembering the dead, invoking 
the heroes and taking stock of the aftermath 
just weeks after the bloody end of the 
Afghanistan war that was launched in 
response to the terror attacks.

Victims’ relatives and four U.S. presidents 
paid respects at the sites where hijacked 
planes killed nearly 3,000 people in the 
deadliest act of terrorism on American soil.

Others gathered for observances from 
Portland, Maine, to Guam, or for volunteer 
projects on what has become a day of service 
in the U.S. Foreign leaders expressed 
sympathy over an attack that happened in 
the U.S. but claimed victims from more than 
90 countries.

“It felt like an evil specter had descended 
on our world, but it was also a time when 
many people acted above and beyond the 
ordinary,” said Mike Low, whose daughter, 
Sara Low, was a flight attendant on the first 
plane that crashed.

“As we carry these 20 years forward, I find 
sustenance in a continuing appreciation for 
all of those who rose to be more than 
ordinary people,” the father told a ground 
zero crowd that included President Joe 
Biden and former presidents Barack Obama 
and Bill Clinton.

The anniversary unfolded under the pall 
of a pandemic and in the shadow of the U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, which is now 
ruled by the same Taliban militant group 
that gave safe haven to the 9/11 plotters.

“It’s hard because you hoped that this 
would just be a different time and a different 
world. But sometimes history starts to 
repeat itself and not in the best of ways,” 
Thea Trinidad, who lost her father in the 
attacks, said before reading victims’ names 
at the ceremony.

STATE, NATION PAUSE TO 

REMEMBER
‘DON’T FOCUS ON HATE’: 

World marks 20th 
anniversary of 9/11

SEPT. 11: 20 YEARS LATER

”I REMEMBER EXACTLY WHERE I WAS”: 

WYOMING REFLECTS ON 9/11

Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon and first lady Jennie Gordon stand 
near the memorial wreaths during the memorial ceremony to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on 
Saturday at the Wyoming State Capitol. Rhianna Gelhart/Wyoming 
Tribune Eagle

Cheyenne Police pfficers stand together during a memorial ceremony to mark the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
on Saturday at the Wyoming State Capitol. The Wyoming Veterans Commission, on behalf of the Wyoming Military Department and other 
state and local agencies, held a wreath-laying ceremony to pay tribute to the 2,977 men, women and children who died that day. Rhianna 
Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

An American flag is unfurled at the Pentagon in 
Washington, Saturday at sunrise on the morning 
of the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks. 
AP Photo

For more photos and a 
video from Saturday’s 

ceremony, 
go online to 

WyomingNews.com.

See Wyo. reflects, page A2

See 20th anniversary, page A2
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