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 Last summer, visitors to Wyoming 
poured in for summer, and oh yes, for 
the August eclipse too. Projections 
from many fronts indicate that this 
summer will see even more traffic, 
even without an eclipse. 

The climate for travel is thriving, 
according to data published by the 
U.S. Travel Association’s Travel Trends 
Index, which predicts that total U.S. 
travel volume will likely grow at a rate 
of around 2.2 percent through August. 
Elevated confidence in the economy 
and the labor market were thought 
to be behind this trend, and forward-
looking bookings and searches appear 
to be on the upswing nationwide. 
The rate of inbound travelers from 
abroad, which dropped for months 
after President Trump’s election, 
rebounded in February. The slightly 
weaker U.S. dollar and an improved 

global economic backdrop have 
helped make the United States a more 
attractive and attainable market for 
foreign travelers. The study predicted 
that inbound international travel 
could potentially surpass growth in 
the domestic market through the first 
half of 2018, which was “welcome 
news for the U.S. travel community,” 
said David Huether, senior vice 
president, research, for the U.S. Travel 
Association. 
 One factor to watch out for are 
summer gas prices, which are 
expected to be the highest in four years. 
Recent forecasts from the U.S. Energy 
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 Consumers who ordered 
merchandise from online retailer 
HuddleBag may never receive their 
items --or a refund-- as the company’s 
website has disappeared.
 “We’ve received notice that the 
(HuddleBag) website is down,” 
Shelley Polansky, vice president 
of communications for the BBB in 
Northern Colorado and Wyoming, 
said. “More than likely, they have 
disappeared, and the concerning thing 
is that they leave a lot of complainants 
out there with unresolved issues.”
 HuddleBag, which claimed a 
Sheridan address and was the subject 
of recent warnings from the Better 
Business Bureau, is not alone.
 Online retail scams were the number 
one reported scam to the BBB last year, 
Polansky said. Consumers lost more 
than $13 million in online retail scams, 
according to the BBB Scam Tracker. 
From fake websites to counterfeit goods 
to free trial traps and more, online 
purchase scams are everywhere.
 On March 28, the BBB warned 
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THAR SHE BLOWS - Tourists at Old Faithful Inn’s upper deck enjoy the spectacle of Old Faithful’s regular performance on a 
July day last year.


