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C
HEYENNE – As the economic landscape of 
Wyoming changes, so does one of the most 
equitable education systems in the country.

The two once supported 
each other with great success. 
The oil and mining industry 
was robust and led to a 
sustainable distribution of 
state funding, leaving 
taxpayers with little 
responsibility to pay for a 
quality education.

But consumption of oil, gas 
and coal has declined, and 
with that, so has the ability for 
the Wyoming Legislature to 

support the nearly $17,000 it 
spends per student every 
year. Economic pressures, 
such as inflation and new 
market-value costs for 
teachers, technology and 
materials, are also eating 
away at the funds.

And although the bill for 
education continues to rise, 
state legislators and 
politicians no longer want to 
support an increase in the 

budget. Within the meetings 
of the Joint Education Interim 
Committee and the Select 
Committee on School 
Facilities, there are debates 
as to whether districts are 
inappropriately distributing 
their funds, rather than what 
it truly costs to fully function.

Even Gov. Mark Gordon 
recommended cutting 
funding to the state’s K-12 
block grant by nearly $100 
million earlier this year. That 
proposal died in the 
committee in April, but 
Gordon said, “It is not clear 
that more money necessarily 
equates to better education, or 
that less does either.”

Those words do not match 

the message coming from 
superintendents, 
administrators and teachers 
who walk into their school 
buildings each day and look at 
the receipts.

They’re saying it’s not 
enough.

Spending more than 
they receive

Over the past five years, the 
Wyoming Department of 
Education has continually 
reported school districts 
spend more than what is 
budgeted by the state 
Legislature’s funding model 
on critical expenses.
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Several groups are encouraging young 
Wyoming residents to get more involved in local 
and state civic matters, and endeavoring to 
involve more youth in shaping the state’s future.

The efforts include an essay and multimedia 
contest and a summit focused on how young 
Wyoming residents can more actively engage in 
civic matters.

If residents aged 20 or younger wrote a 
roadmap for Wyoming’s future, what would it 
look like?

That’s the premise of the Youth Vision For 2030 
writing and multimedia contest, sponsored by the 
University of Wyoming’s Ruckelshaus Institute 
of Environment and Natural Resources and nine 
other entities.

“Imagine your life in Wyoming in the year 
2030,” the contest asks eligible contestants. “If all 
your dreams for this state come true, what will 
that day look like?”

Rather than just create an academic writing 
exercise, the contest’s organizers want to bring 
the voices of Wyoming’s young people to 
decision-makers and challenge leaders to 
consider those voices in the state’s policy 
discourse, Matt Henry said.

“There’s a disconnect between leadership at 
the state level and young people here,” said 
Henry, an assistant instructional professor at the 
University of Wyoming’s Honors College. 
“There’s a generational divide.”

Henry frequently hears from students who say 
state leaders don’t take them into account or 
engage with younger generations about what 
they need to feel secure in building a future for 
themselves here, he said. Young people who 
have engaged in local and state civic matters 
often say the experience has left them feeling 
dismissed, he said.

WASHINGTON (AP) – After their 
16-year-old daughter died in a car 
crash, David and Wendy Mills 
wondered whether she would be alive 
if federal rules on rear seat belt 
warnings had been issued on time.

Four years later, with no rule and 
traffic fatalities spiking, they’re still 
at a loss over the inaction.

The teenager was riding in the back 
seat of a car to a Halloween party in 
2017 just a mile from her house in 
Spring, Texas, when she unfastened 
her seat belt to slide next to her friend 
and take a selfie. Moments later, the 
driver veered off the road and the car 
flipped, ejecting her.

Kailee died instantly. Her three 
friends who remained buckled 
walked away with minor scrapes.

A 2012 law had directed the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration, an agency of the 
Department of Transportation, to 
implement safety rules requiring car 
manufacturers to install a warning to 
drivers if an unbuckled passenger is 
sitting in a rear seat. The agency had 
three years to act.

But the regulation wasn’t done when 
Kailee climbed into her friend’s car. 
It’s one of more than a dozen car safety 
rules now years overdue, according to 
an analysis by The Associated Press.

The ever-growing docket has 
become one of the biggest tests for the 
federal agency since its founding in 
1970, when public pressure led by 
safety activist Ralph Nader spurred 
NHTSA’s mission to “save lives, 
prevent injuries and reduce economic 
costs due to road traffic crashes.”

Groups seek to 
elevate young 
Wyo. voices on 
state’s future

NASA’s asteroid hunter Lucy 
soars into sky with diamonds
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) – A NASA spacecraft 
named Lucy rocketed into the sky with diamonds 
Saturday morning on a 12-year quest to explore eight 
asteroids. Seven of the mysterious space rocks are 
among swarms of asteroids sharing Jupiter’s orbit, 
thought to be the pristine leftovers of planetary 
formation. An Atlas V rocket blasted off before dawn, 
sending Lucy on a roundabout journey spanning nearly 4 
billion miles. Researchers grew emotional describing the 
successful launch – lead scientist Hal Levison said it was 
like witnessing the birth of a child. “Go Lucy!” he urged.
Lucy is named after the 3.2 million-year-old skeletal 
remains of a human ancestor found in Ethiopia nearly a 
half-century ago. That discovery got its name from the 
1967 Beatles song “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds,” 
prompting NASA to send the spacecraft soaring with 
band members’ lyrics and other luminaries’ words of 
wisdom imprinted on a plaque. 

See Young voices, page A2

In this file photo, sixth grade teacher Jennifer Leman decorates her classroom on Aug. 11, 2020, inside Meadowlark Elementary School in 
Cheyenne. Educators say the state of Wyoming must come up with new ways to fund K-12 education, while some lawmakers say they don’t 
think existing funds are being spent wisely. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file

ANALYSIS: K-12 EDUCATION

The harsh economic landscape 
of Wyoming’s education system

At least 13 auto safety rules are overdue

David and Wendy Mills, parents of Kailee Mills, who was killed four years ago in an automobile accident when riding in the back seat 
without a seat belt, with a photo of their daughter at their home in Spring, Texas on Tuesday. AP Photo

See Education, page A2

See Auto safety, page A8
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Central’s ‘Typhoid Mary’ brings 
a relevant message to the stage
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