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CHEYENNE – Gov. Mark 
Gordon allowed a bill that 
slightly alters the state’s 

public 
health order 
process to 
become law 
without his 
signature 
Thursday 
night, call-
ing the leg-
islation 

“premature” and stating it 
“corrects for perceptions 
that are raw because of re-
cent experience,” but ulti-
mately declining to veto the 
measure.

The legislation, House 

Bill 127, applies to orders 

that restrict the movements 
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How long does protection 
from COVID vaccines last?

Experts don’t know yet because they’re still studying 
vaccinated people to see when protection might wear 
off. How well the vaccines work against emerging vari-
ants will also determine if, when and how often addi-
tional shots might be needed.

So far, Pfizer’s ongoing trial indicates the company’s 
two-dose vaccine remains highly effective for at least six 
months, and likely longer. People who got Moderna’s 
vaccine also still had notable levels of virus-fighting an-
tibodies six months after the second required shot. 

Antibodies also don’t tell the whole story. To fight off 
intruders like viruses, our immune systems also have 
another line of defense called B and T cells, some of 
which can hang around long after antibody levels dwin-
dle. If they encounter the same virus in the future, those 
cells could potentially spring into action more quickly.

While the current COVID-19 vaccines will likely last 
for at least about a year, they probably won’t offer life-
long protection,  said Dr. Kathleen Neuzil, a vaccine ex-
pert at the University of Maryland School of Medicine.
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Lottery
numbers

Colo. Cash 5: 7, 9, 21, 28, 32

Cowboy Draw: 15, 28, 31, 41, 42 Jackpot: $363K
Lucky for Life: 20, 28, 29, 35, 37, 15
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By Hannah Black | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – Martin Hawes carries a laminated card 
in his pocket that reads: “You made a mistake, you’re not a 
mistake.”

It was given to him by a fellow peer support specialist at 
Recover Wyoming, where Hawes now works, passing 
along the same knowledge and coping skills that kept him 
involved with the organization after arriving as a partici-

pant nearly six years ago.
Among other roles, Hawes is now the coordinator for 

Recover Wyoming’s Telephone Recovery Support pro-
gram, which launched April 1.

 The free program matches staff and trained, certified 
volunteers from across the state with Wyomingites cur-
rently in recovery, or seeking recovery, for substance use 
or mental illness.

Wyo. phone program makes 
recovery support accessible

Recover Wyoming PATH Program Coordinator Dawn Cranmore, Certified Peer Specialist Sarah Ferrari and PATH Program 
Assistant Martin Hawes pose for a photo Wednesday in downtown Cheyenne. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

See Recovery, page A2

Gov. opts 
to not sign 
the health 
order bill
LEGISLATION 
WILL STILL 
BECOME LAW

Gordon

At a glance

Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon 
allowed a bill that slightly alters 
the process through which local 
and state health orders are 
issued to become law without 
his signature Thursday night, 
calling the legislation 
“premature” but ultimately 
declining to veto the measure.

The legislation, House Bill 127, 
will apply only to orders that 
restrict the movements of non-
quarantined individuals, such as 
those that close businesses or 
limit gathering sizes. Under the 
bill, such orders issued at a local 
level would initially be limited to 
a lifespan of no more than 
10 days, with any extension 
having to be approved by a 
corresponding elected body, 
such as a county commission.

See Gordon, page A2


