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New Year. New 
beginnings. 
New website 

By DAVID LOUIS

Special to the Rawlins Times

As Wyoming lawmakers 
work through the current 
general session they will be 
faced with a reoccurring 
monkey on their back — 
what to do about the state’s 
education funding model.

For career legislators 
such as Senate Vice Pres-
ident, Sen. Larry Hicks 
R-Baggs, who has held 
office since 2011, the edu-
cation system is arguably 
broken.

His frustrations is that 
many of his fellow senators 
and House of Representa-
tive members continually 
kick the can down the 

road in a “failed” attempt 
to explore “meaningful” 
changes year after year.

It’s gotten so bad, Hicks 
said, legislators are 
going to have to “re-
ally” start listening 
before the damage 
is irreversible, “if 
we are not there 
already,” he added.

“COVID has 
changed every-
thing,” Hicks said. 
“It’s not just the 
virus itself, but businesses 
shutting down and the loss 
of our primary economic 
driver — energy produc-
tion — which is our num-
ber one revenue source.”

With the worldwide 
economy crashing and 

the decline in oil prices 
Wyoming is looking at the 
largest structural deficit in 
the history of the state, he 

added.
The dou-

ble whammy of 
COVID’s impact on 
global economies 
and its crippling ef-
fects on the oil patch 
have been devastat-
ing, Hicks added.

“We got both 
sides of it. From the 

health impacts at the local 
level and the drop in oil 
prices,” Hicks said. “We’ve 
just been pounded.”

Along with continued 
efforts to deploy the feder-
al CARES Act funding and 
where it can do the most 

good, the biggest thing to 
grapple with is Wyoming’s 
K-12 education funding 
model, according to Hicks.

Currently the K-12 
budget is $3.2 billion and 
the general fund budget is 
$2.5 billion.

“Everything we cut out 
of every agency, every 
program — mental health, 
substance abuse treat-
ment, tax exemptions for 
veterans, home health 
care for seniors — all that 
money we cut just flows 
right into K-12 education,” 
Hicks said. “The state of 
Wyoming is going to have 
to come to grips with the 
kind of Cadillac education 
system that we’ve built.”

What it comes down 

to, Hicks said, is whether 
people will to move back 
a little bit on education 
spending or whether they 
want “massive” tax increas-
es to pay the bills.

“Right now, we’ve lit-
erately gone in and made 
cuts to the biggest pro-
gram outside of education, 
which is at the Department 
of Health,” Hicks said. 
“We’re talking about senior 
citizen disability waivers 
and programs for low-in-
come families. We’ve made 
cuts to so many programs 
and in some cases elimi-
nated them all together at 
the expense of our K-12 
education.”

Education spending formula perennial hot topic 

Hicks

Million$ expected from Chokecherry, 
Sierra Madre Wind Energy Projects

By DAVID LOUIS 

Special to the Times

I
n Wyoming, wind 
energy is beginning to 
have a significant role 

in power generation after 
more than 135 years of 
drilling for oil and natu-
ral gas, mining coal and 
extracting other valuable 
mineral resources from the 
land.

While Wyoming’s mineral 
riches have the potential to 
generate millions in tax revenue 
annually, wind, a non-mineral 

— carbon-free — energy com-
modity is working to generate 
millions in revenue for the state 
as well.

There are a handful of new 
wind projects underway in 
Carbon, Albany and Converse 
counties. Each are in their per-
mitting or construction stage.

Currently under construction 
is the $5 billion Chokecher-
ry and Sierra Madre Wind 
Energy Project located on 
320,000 acres just south of 
Rawlins. When completed it 
will be home to up to 896-wind 
turbines producing up to 3,000 
megawatts of clean energy, 
making it one of the nation’s 
largest wind farms.

Construction began in Sep-
tember 2016.

Excluding wind projects 

still in the planning phase, the 
boost to Wyoming’s economy 
is approximately $7 billion with 
nearly 5,000 new jobs created, 
according to a 2016 University 
of Wyoming study that exam-
ined the estimated financial 
impact associate with the five 
wind projects underway.

While power companies and 
developers have reaped vast 
profits from fossil fuel produc-
tion in the past so has Wyo-
ming through tax revenues.

In 2012, oil production in 
Wyoming brought in nearly 
$254 million in severance taxes, 
natural gas $268 million, coal 
$288 million and Trona $18 
million.

Combine these figures with 
property taxes, federal and state 
royalties and lease revenues, 

sales, and use taxes and conser-
vation mill levies, oil and gas 
production contributed to state 
and local governments $1.9 
billion in revenues.

For wind, if the current tax 
rates remain the same, during 
the next 20 years, wind projects 
across the Cowboy State could 
generate $750 million in local 
taxes, $424 million in state tax-
es and $721 million slated for 
education spending according 
to the UW Center for Energy 
Economics and Public Policy 
study.

Although these are theoret-
ical financial projections wind 
has already proven it’s worth 
and turned in sizable financial 
returns for Carbon County.

DAVID LOUIS/RAWLINS TIMES

Wind farms currently dot Carbon County’s 
landscape. Within a handful of years the 
number of electricity-generating turbines 
promises to grow substantially. 
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By RAWLINS TIMES STAFF

Today, Wednesday, Feb. 3, the Rawlins 
Times and sister publications will unveil a 
new “umbrella” website designed to make 
news from across the state more readily 
available than ever.

Still located at rawlinstimes.com, this 
new site will offer all of the comprehen-
sive local news Boomerang readers have 
come to expect, but packaged in a more 
reader-friendly format. The latest stories, 
updated seven days a week, can be found 
at the top of the page. As you scroll down, 
you’ll find other local news and all of 
the COVID-19 information you need, as 
well as additional news from Wyoming 
News Exchange member newspapers, 
local sports coverage, obituaries, photo 
galleries, videos, features, opinion content 
and much more.

Tabs at the top of the page will take 
you directly to a dedicated web page of 
news from our award-winning WyoSports 
team (included with your Rawlins Times 
subscription), as well as (through separate 
memberships or convenient day passes) 
the Wyoming Business Report, Wyoming 
Tribune Eagle, Laramie Boomerang and 
Rock Springs Rocket Miner.

At the same time, we are introducing 
a new e-Edition, which is fully integrated 
with the website. With this change, if we 
update a story in that day’s newspaper 
with new information online after the 
print edition is published, the change 
will be automatically reflected in the 
e-Edition.

This change also means loyal Rawlin-
sTimes subscribers will be able to access 
all of our content, both on the website 
and in the e-Edition with a single login. 
After an initial period in which the site 
will be free to everyone, members who 
already have access behind our paywall 
will be able to use their existing login 
and password to continue to enjoy the 
Rawlins Times and WyoSports content as 
part of their print or digital-only subscrip-
tion. Those who have never spent any 
time on our website are encouraged to 
check it out.

Of course, all of our news coverage also 
is available 24/7 on our free WyoNews 
smartphone app, available for both Apple 
and Android devices. The app also lets 
you customize push notifications so you’ll 
always be notified right away when news 
breaks or the content you’re interested in 
goes online.

And if you’re not already, we encourage 
you to follow us on social media, as well. 
We’re on Facebook at facebook/Rawlins 
Times.

Our mission continues to be to provide 
our customers with the latest, most 
accurate and most relevant information 
of anyone in southeast Wyoming and 
beyond. But we also want to be respon-
sive to your needs. After spending some 
time with the new website, if you have 
suggestions for improvement, please 
email ssteiner@laramieboomerang.com.

For some time now, we’ve been hard 
at work, making the Rawlins Times “Your 
newspaper.” With this version of our 
digital platforms, we believe we’re living 
into that mission in exciting new ways. We 
hope you agree.

Steve Steiner is the managing editor of 
both the Rawlins Times and the Laramie 
Boomerang. He may be reached at: sstein-
er@laramieboomerang.com, or 307-755-
3328.


