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By Jasmine Hall
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C
HEYENNE – Cheyenne 
political leaders, 
entrepreneurs and 

educators are teaming up to 
invest in Wyoming’s future, 
which they believe will be led 
by the tech industry.

That would shift the 
traditional framework of the 
state’s economy, which has 
been supported in large part 
by the energy sector for 
decades. But as opportunities 
in the mineral extraction and 
energy industries decline, 
leaders are looking 
elsewhere to develop a 
stronger and more stable 
Wyoming.

“If we’re going to thrive,” 
said Cheyenne Mayor Patrick 
Collins, “we’re going to have 
to do it on our own.”

He said he sees this 
happening through the 
utilization of a growing 
market in data and 
information technology 
focused jobs. Although it has 
been a developing market 

over the past 20 years, there 
are already many 
opportunities for Laramie 
County residents.

Companies such as Lunavi, 
previously named Green 
House Data, are based in 
Cheyenne and consistently 
looking to hire within the 
community. The company 
began as a data center and has 
recently developed a digital 
consulting program that 
helps businesses in Cheyenne 

and across the United States.
Sam Galeotos, chairman 

and CEO of Lunavi, said he 
wants to use the increasing 
demand for and expansion of 
the company’s services to 
invest in a statewide 
workforce. But in the past 
year, as he has looked for 
analysts and IT specialists, he 
said he has seen a shortage of 
qualified professionals.

Instead of searching 
outside of the state, he and 

other tech companies are 
partnering with Laramie 
County Community College 
and the University of 
Wyoming to create a direct 
line to their positions. 
Galeotos said he had to leave 
the state after college to look 
for a job in technology, and he 
doesn’t want students to have 
to continue to make that 
decision.

Instead, leaders at Lunavi 
and area education 
institutions want to provide 
students with the opportunity 
to have high-paying, 
guaranteed careers in 
Wyoming. No longer 
exporting young 
professionals out of the state 
would benefit the local 
economy in many ways, 
Galeotos said.

“It’s going to take the 
community as a whole,” he 
said. “It’ll take the business 
community, the technology 
community and the education 
community to really make 
this happen for Wyoming.”

By Seth Borenstein and Christina Larson
Associated Press

The two biggest economies and largest carbon 
polluters in the world announced separate 
financial attacks on climate change Tuesday.

Chinese President Xi Jinping said his country 
will no longer fund coal-fired power plants abroad, 
surprising the world on climate for the second 
straight year at the U.N. General Assembly. That 
came hours after U.S. President Joe Biden 
announced a plan to double financial aid to poorer 
nations to $11.4 billion by 2024 so those countries 
could switch to cleaner energy and cope with 
global warming’s worsening impacts. That puts 
rich nations close to within reach of its long-
promised but not realized goal of $100 billion a year 
in climate help for developing nations.

“This is an absolutely seminal moment,” said 
Xinyue Ma, an expert on energy development 
finance at Boston University’s Global 
Development Policy Center.

This could provide some momentum going into 
major climate talks in Glasgow, Scotland, in less 
than six weeks, experts said. Running up to the 
historic 2015 Paris climate deal, a joint U.S.-China 
agreement kickstarted successful negotiations. 
This time, with China-U.S. relations dicey, the two 
nations made their announcements separately, 
hours and thousands of miles apart.

MIAMI (AP) – The disappearance and death of 
Gabby Petito and the police hunt for her boyfriend 
have generated a whirlwind online, with a 
multitude of armchair detectives and others 
sharing tips, possible sightings and theories by 
way of TikTok, Instagram and YouTube.

Whether the frenzy of attention and internet 
sleuthing has helped the investigation is not clear, 
but it has illuminated the intersection between 
social media and the public’s fascination with true-
crime stories.

Months before her disappearance drew more 
than a half-billion views on TikTok, Petito, 22, and 
23-year-old boyfriend Brian Laundrie set out on a 
cross-country road trip over the summer in a van 
she decorated boho-chic style.

They documented their adventure on video and 
invited social media users to follow along on the 
journey, sharing scenes of a seemingly happy 
couple cartwheeling on a beach, hiking on 
mountain trails and camping in the Utah desert.

China and U.S. 
unveil separate 
financial attacks
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CLIMATE CHANGE FIGHT

See Climate change, page A2

See Petito, page A2

Troy Amick of the Laramie County Community College IT Department explains the train display to Arickaree School FFA members on 
Wednesday at Laramie County Community College. Amick is one of three faculty members in the IT Department at LCCC working on 
programs that give students the opportunity to find a job right after finishing. Rhianna Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Sam Galeotos, CEO of Lunavi, gives a speech on Wednesday at the 
Lunavi building in Cheyenne. Lunavi is a data company that helps 
other companies go through and manage their data. Rhianna 
Gelhart/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

“It turns lives around”

A future in technology for Cheyenne:

See Technology, page A2
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