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Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
Managing Editor Brian Marti n 
will lead a two-part discussion 
of the book in April and May.

“Them: Why We Hate Each 

Other – And How to Heal” by 

U.S. Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb.

The second part, covering the second half of the book, will take place 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Monday, May 17. Space on the Zoom call is sti ll open, 

and parti cipati on is encouraged, even if you didn’t join in for part 1. 

Registrati on for the free event is available now at ti nyurl.com/
ThemDiscussion2. (The 80 people who parti cipated in part 1 need to 

register for part 2 in order to be sent the Zoom link.)

The second part of this discussion will focus on the author’s soluti ons 
for healing our rift s and how we must “become Americans again.” The 

more ideas are shared, the more fruitf ul the discussion will be.

Free office with a view: 4 
lighthouses from the feds

The federal government is making available – for 
free – some waterfront workspaces with killer views 
that are sure to entice. But there’s a catch. The General 
Services Administration says the U.S. Coast Guard has 
decided it no longer needs four of the nation’s most pic-
turesque lighthouses. The GSA, which has been getting 
rid of its large inventory of obsolete lighthouses, said 
Thursday that Beavertail Lighthouse in Jamestown, 
Rhode Island – America’s third-oldest lighthouse – is 
up for grabs. The government says it’ll make the histor-

ic lighthouses and their outbuildings available 
free of charge to federal, state and local agen-

cies; nonprofit organizations; education-
al and community development 

agencies; or groups devoted to 
parks, recreation, culture, 

or historic preservation.

Is it really safe to take off your mask? 
INFORMATION ON THE CDC’S NEW GUIDELINES A7

Barrasso 
optimistic 
after W.H. 
meeting

Decision on Minuteman to 
shape U.S. nuclear policy

By Robert Burns | Associated Press

WASHINGTON – For 50 years, the Minuteman 
missile has been armed and ready, day and night, 
for nuclear war on a moment’s notice. It has 
never been launched into combat from its under-
ground silo, but this year, it became the prime 
target in a wider political battle over the condi-
tion and cost of the nation’s nuclear arsenal.

Minuteman was not intended to last half a cen-
tury, so it’s overdue to be replaced or refur-
bished. Some see this as a moment to push for 
scrapping it altogether, abandoning one leg of the 
traditional nuclear “triad” – weapons that can be 
launched from land, sea and air. Most in Con-
gress favor keeping the land-based leg by replac-
ing Minuteman with a new missile; President Joe 
Biden’s position is not yet clear.

The outcome of the fight likely will steer nucle-
ar policy and strategy for decades to come. It 
could influence how U.S. allies in Europe and 
Asia view the reliability of America’s nuclear 
“umbrella” – the security net that has allowed 
most of them to forgo developing nuclear weap-
ons of their own. Some argue that it could make 
the difference between war and peace in an era of 
rising Chinese military power.

Navy Adm. Charles Richard, who as head of 
U.S. Strategic Command is in charge of nuclear 
warfighting plans, says Minuteman is so old that 
Air Force technicians – including some stationed 
at F.E. Warren Air Force Base in Cheyenne – 
have had to perform magic to keep it fully func-
tional while coping with severely limited spares 
for components such as missile launch switches.

“I’m afraid there’s a point where they won’t be 
able to pull the rabbit out of the hat and the sys-
tem won’t work,” he told a House hearing April 
21. Asked later by a reporter if he meant Minute-

man had become unreliable, Richard said 
it’s safe and dependable for now but with 
“no more margin” for delay in replacing it.

Stephen Schwartz, a nonresident senior 
fellow at the Bulletin of the Atomic Scien-
tists, says Richard’s statements are remi-
niscent of alarming claims made during 
the Cold War about needing new weapons.

“Time and again, officials have warned 
us ‘the sky is falling,’ and it is never true,” 
Schwartz said.

“Congress should critically examine the 
historical record and apply some healthy 
skepticism to such testimony.”

Richard applauds a bipartisan push in 
Congress to preserve and modernize the 
entire nuclear arsenal at a cost, depending 
on how you define it, of more than $1 trillion. 
Opponents include a former defense secre-
tary, William Perry, who has become an 
outspoken critic of Minuteman. The Penta-
gon’s current leader, Lloyd Austin, has 
been publicly noncommittal on Minuteman 
but favors preserving the nuclear triad.

The consensus in Congress is that age is 
eroding the three main pillars of U.S. nu-
clear strength – long-range bomber air-
craft like the 1960s-era B-52, submarines 
armed with Trident ballistic missiles, and 
the Minuteman intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, or ICBMs. Relatively few oppose 
building new-generation bombers and 
submarines. The most contentious debate 
is over whether, when and how to replace 
Minuteman.

Arguments over Minuteman boil down 
to this: Given its age and the nuclear chal-
lenges posed by Russia and China, should 

An inactive missile stands behind the front gate of F.E. Warren Air Force Base on Aug. 13, 2020, in 
Cheyenne. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

See Nuclear, page A2

By Tom Coulter  
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE – U.S. Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., was 
among a handful of GOP senators who met at the White 

House on Thursday to discuss President 
Joe Biden’s $2.3 trillion infrastructure 
proposal, and he was encouraged that the 
president could be willing to scale down 
his spending package.

“Today’s meeting was a positive step for-
ward,” Barrasso said in a statement to the 
Wyoming Tribune Eagle late Thursday. 
“The president understands Senate Re-
publicans will not support tax increases or 
hundreds of billions of dollars for the 
Green New Deal, environmental justice or 
new electric car subsidies. We did all agree 
that we must prioritize fixing our country’s 
roads and bridges.”

“The president said his goal is to work 
with us in a bipartisan way on hard infra-
structure and narrowing the scope of the 
bill. So, I’m encouraged,” he continued. 
“We’re going to keep working together on a 

bill that works for rural states like Wyoming and doesn’t 
raise taxes.”

Barrasso

Biden

See Barrasso, page A2


