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_ the “Daddy of 'em All”.was cancelled in
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not in your bucket.
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SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. . FREE BUCKET
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Bucket Sale discounts valid 7/17/20 in Murdoch’s Cheyenne only. LIMIT ONE BUCKET AND ONE OFFER REDEMPTION PER CUSTOMER. 20% discount applies to regularly priced and clearance in-stock merchandise packed inside the
hucket at one time with some exclusions noted helow. All items must be in their original packaging and must be at least 50% inside a single Murdoch’s 5-gallon bucket (unaltered) to qualify for the 20% discount. 20% discount
does not apply to items in additional buckets. Additional qualified, regularly priced, and clearance items not packed in the bucket will receive the 10% discount. Ammo, optics, and reloading are 10% off, including clearance.
Customers with a purchase of $50 or more qualify to receive (1) one Murdoch’s 5-gallon bucket at no charge. Buckets are limited to stock on hand at the store’s discretion. Bucket color and design may vary hy location.
Discounts are not valid on special orders; buy online, pick up in-store orders; gift cards; event tickets; donations; raffle tickets; services; and live animals. See store or Murdochs.com/Cheyenne-rodeo for more information.
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JJ Elshere of Hereford,
S.D., competes in
saddle bronc riding
July 27, 2019, during
the 123rd Cheyenne
Frontier Days Rodeo
at Frontier Park Arena
in Cheyenne. In the
midst of the COVID-19
A pandemic, CFD offi-

- ,-.-/-/-/- = ‘ ‘l cials concluded they
l I\l\ll |""\' would have cancel
P - the 124th "Daddy
' of 'em All" for the
safety of patrons,
workers, volunteers
and competitors. For
#| CFD to move ahead
with its decision to
cancel, the event's
1 General Committee,
" - composed of several
2 volunteers in different
areas, first had to
- make a recommenda-
w4 tion to the CFD Board
=l of Directors. The
board then made
- the ultimate call to
hold off until 2021.
| Wyoming Tribune
Eagle/file
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Cheyenne Frontier Days has stayed strong through all crises but one

Cheyenne, like
somany other com-
munities across
ournation,isno
strangertocrisis.

Thereislittle
elsetodointheface
of misfortune but
tofaceuptoabad
situationand do
whatmustbe done.
Steppinguptoa
challengeis what
we, as Americans, seemtobe partic-
ularly good at,and our current cir-
cumstances with COVID-19 are no
exception.

For Cheyenne, difficulty prompts

Michael
Kassel

ustofind abetter way of doing
things or demonstrate qualities that
are asource of pride and accom-
plishment that will carry our com-
munity through the worst of times.
Forits 124 years of existence,
Cheyenne Frontier Dayshasbeen
anexemplar of both of these talents.
The eventitself was born out of
adversity.In1893,the nation col-
lapsedintothe greatest depression
ithadyetseen. Inthatcrisis, rail-
roads buckled after making a series
ofbadinvestments, dragging banks,
businesses and the rest of the econo-
my down with them. The govern-
mentdid nothave the resourcesto
help, and citizens and communities

alike had to claw their way back to
prosperity.

Thiscrisis seized Cheyenne, a
goodrailroad town,and by 1897, ev-
eryone was desperate for aboostto
the economy. Fortunately, an enter-
prising railroad ticket agent was
touring the Rocky Mountain Front
Range, creating small community
fairsto draw holiday seekers out of
Denver. When Frederick Angier ap-
proached Cheyenne businesslead-
ersforideastocreate suchanevent,
they struggled tohelp. Unlike other
communities, Cheyenne wasn’ta
farming town, soit seemed they had
little to offer.

Fortunately, while waiting for his

traintoleave town, Angier saw a
contestthatchanged everything. He
witnessed a group of surly cowboys
attempt towrestle adetermined
horseintoaboxcar. Angier was
thoroughly entertained and noticed
thatalarge crowd had gathered to
seethe spectacle, cheering asmuch
forthe horse as for the cowboys.
Struck with anepiphany, he
rushedtosee Edward A. Slack, the
editor ofthe Cheyenne Daily Leader
newspaper, and together they for-
mulated something new: afestival
that celebrated the wild lifestyle of
the cowboy. When Angier and Slack
approached the city businesslead-
ersagain,the menrealized that

Full stands at Cheyenne Frontier Days in 1917. Wyoming State Archives Meyers Collection/courtesy
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Cheyenne’s own past was a perfect
story of a passing frontier experi-
ence, the stufflegends were made of.

Therestis history. On Sept. 23,
1897, the first Cheyenne Frontier
Day wascelebrated,and drew a
crowd of around 4,000. The experi-
ence of those 4,000 people was
spread through newspapers and by
word of mouth that this was an au-
thentic Western experience and a
ridiculously good time.

Fromthatfirstday, Cheyenne
Frontier Days continued and ex-
pandedyearbyyeartobecome the
greatcelebration of the American
Westwe enjoyed through 2019.

Tosaythat CFD’ssuccess was
preordainedistoignore several
close callsthatnearly spelledits de-
mise. The firstmajor threattoits
survival came when the event’s
owners (youread thatright) decid-
edthatthey could nolonger afford to
personally run the show afterits
190S season. They offered the Chey-
enne Frontier Days celebration and
grounds to whoever was willing to
carryonthe spectacle.

Surprisingly, no one came for-
ward for along time. There was con-
cernabouthow city funds had been
spentby CFD, and it wasn’t until
June 18,1906, that these financial
concerns were explained toalarge
group of concerned citizens gath-
ered at the Laramie County Court-
house. They had come togetherto
settle, once and for all, whether
Cheyenne Frontier Days would con-
tinue.

With asatisfactory explanation by
the CFD treasurer, businessmen,
including the renowned Joseph M.
Carey, resolved for Cheyenne Fron-
tier Daystocontinue. Tothatend,
calls wentoutfor the mayor and the
president of the Frontier Associa-
tiontocreate acommittee that
would take overthe effort. Asare-
sult, the Cheyenne Industrial Club,
the precursor to our Chamber of
Commerce, wasborn. Cheyenne
Frontier Days became acommunity
event. The crisis was averted, and
the newleadership took CFDtoever
greater heights.

Thenextcalamity that seemed to
spell certain doom for CFD was the
entry of the United States into World
WarI.Immediately, speculation
abounded as to what thisominous
development would have on the fu-
ture of therodeo. Would all the cow-
boysbe called up toserve? Would it
bebettertoforego celebrationsin
light of this grave new reality?

T.Joe Cahill, secretary of CFD,
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putpeople atease when he an-
nounced thatthere would be no
delay inmoving forward with the
event. Many cowboys, notyet
touched by the draft,had already
pledgedtochallenge each other
forthe title of World’s Champion at
therodeo. Eddy McCarty of Gold-
smith, Wyoming, was already plan-
ning tobring horses and cattle to
CFD.

The celebration of the city’s SOth
anniversary and plans fora Wyo-
ming pageant with the largest pa-
rade of automobilesin the state’s
history was already being arranged.
Headlines cheered the continuation
of CFD: “War Without Terrorto
Committee Which Will Direct Com-
ing Frontier Day Shows.”

The CFD celebration of 1918 was

equally exuberant, but the arrival of
the scourge of the Spanish Fluin Oc-
toberlooked ominous. Atthe height
ofthe outbreak just before the be-
ginning 0f1919, people were wring-
ing theirhandsin anxiety. Would
CFD be held under the specter of
quarantine? Fortunately, the dis-
easeburneditselfoutby March,and
by the time CFD washeldin July,
there wasnomention of the pan-
demicinlocal newspapers,andthe
event went happily along.

For 10 more years, Cheyenne
Frontier Days grew more lavish and
importantin the public view. Holly-
wood actors, stars of the popular si-
lent Westerns, descended onthe
cityindroves to promote theirfilms
and torub elbows with theliving he-
roesofrodeo.

Above: By the summer of 1919,

the Spanish Influenza was a distant
memory. The crowds returned to
Cheyenne Frontier Days, as can be
seen hy this parade photograph in
front of the Wyoming Stock Growers
Bank on Capitol Avenue. CFD Old West
Museum/courtesy Left: Three Chiefs
at Cheyenne Frontier Days in 1933.
The man at left is Jonathan High
Eagle, the last living survivor of the
Battle of Little Big Horn. WWyoming
State Archives, Cheyenne Chamber of
Commerce Collection/courtesy

CFD thrived even though the rest
of Wyoming silently slidintoeco-
nomic depression after 1919. When
therestofthe country followed in
1929, the celebration seemed un-
touched as people continued to flock
tothe citytosee therodeoactionand
forgettheirtroubles. Noone was
kidding themselves, however, and
the CFD Committee watched asthe
profitmargins continued to decline
yearbyyear.

What seemed tobe the death knell
forour celebration came afterthe
1932 show. Forthe firsttime, CFD
lostmoney, going in the hole for
$7,008. Cheyenne Frontier Days
alsodidn’thavethe $15,000 project-
edtoputonthenextyear’sshow.
Thebudgetfor 1933 wascut dra-
matically,buteventhis didn’t seem
enough to honor the contracts that
had already beenmade.

Story continues on page 6
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The flrstCheyenne Frtler Days HEELS at the chutes in 1935. In that year, Ed
Storey, third from left, made a comment to four of his friends: "Aren't we a bunch
of heels to do all this work gratuitously when others are paid?” He and the others

became the first HEELS, a group of volu

nteers who work selflessly to ensure CFD's

success. From left to right are: Emmett Storey (Chute No. 9 Boss), FW. Fitch
(Timer), Ed Storey (Announcer), William DeVere (Timer), George Storey (Timer),

T.R. "Townie" Townsend (Timer) and Mo

rton "Burk” Nesbitt (Clerk of the Course).

Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West Museum/courtesy
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Despite the hard times brought on by the Great Depression and near bankruptcy in
1932, the 1933 Cheyenne Frontier Days celebration was a success and returned
CFD to profitability. This group of champions, all of whom rode for a reduced
purse to help, are happy to celebrate their victory with Miss Frontier Maysie
Mackay, third from right, and Lady-in-Waiting Louis Crane, right. Standing be-
tween the two queens is famed cowboy Turk Greenough, who won the saddle
bronc contest and would do so again in 1935 and 1936. Cheyenne Frontier Days Old

West Museum/courtesy
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A bronc rider is seen in front of the bucking chutes at Cheyenne Frontier Days in 1917. Wyoming State Archives Meyers Collection/courtesy

Continued from 5

There seemed noway outbutto
declare bankruptcy and fold. But
the people of Cheyenne did notlet
this happen.

Astrong desire tosave CFD came
totherescue. The Chamberissued
bonds atagenerous S%interestto
garner supportand even putup the
Chamber of Commerce Building as
collateral. Everyone was suffering,
however, and few bonds were sold.
The banks of Cheyenne steppedin
and made generousloanstokeep the
1933 show afloat.

The CFD Committee implement-
edacombination of creative and
draconian actionstostretchre-

sources as far asthey could. One day
was shaved offthe schedule, a sec-
ond parade was planned tokeep
publicinterest aroused, contractors
accepted areductionintheirrates,
and the cowboys were willing toride
forasmaller purse. Byits close, the
new measures were asuccess. The
1933 show earned a $1,500 profit,
and bonds to support CFDbecame a
hotinvestment. By 1934, CFD
earned enough money to pay offits
debtsand wasonce againon firm,
profitable ground.

Another positive feature of the
Great Depression was the rise of an-
other organization determined to
support CFD, regardless ofits fu-

ture challenges.In 1935, agroup of
men finished a hard day working the
rodeo and gathered at asmall social
torelax. One of the men, Ed Storey,
commented thathe and the rest of
the gang were a “bunch of heels” for
working for free while others were
getting paid. The men were all vol-
unteers, but wouldn’thaveitany
other way. They vowed to do any-
thing tokeep the rodeo successful.
Thusbegan alongtradition ofavol-
unteer spirit at Cheyenne Frontier
Days.

Today, there are several thousand
people who dedicate their time
without pay every year for the orga-
nization. Their efforts, and large

numbers, are the envy of rodeos
around the nation and beyond. The
small group of men who made that
initial pledge has growntobecome
the famed HEELS organization, and
theyremain true totheir creed: self-
lessly donating their time and re-
sourcestowards CFD’ssuccess.

Through their efforts and those of
many others, Cheyenne Frontier
Daysthrived throughtherest ofthe
Great Depression. When World War
IIarrived,everyone knew thatthe
fightagainst Imperial Japan and
Nazi Germany would be a far great-
er contestthan the previous world
war.

Story continues on page 8
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Like communities around the na-
tion, Cheyenne did allitcould to
supportthe war effort. With gas, tire
and automobile shortages, many
thought thatit wasimpossible for
people tocometotherodeo,notto
mention the difficulty of getting
cowboys due to the draft.

The Cheyenne Chamber of Com-
merce sentalettertothe War De-
partment askingifit would
recommend the cancellation of CFD
for the duration of the war. Much to
everyone’s surprise, atelegramre-
turned from the government stating
thatthere wasnoneed toshutdown
therodeo duetothe war.

Instead,itwasseenasagreat pa-
trioticboontohave eventslike
Cheyenne Frontier Days continue
tokeep up morale. It was also, ac-
cording tothe War Department, a
great opportunity to offer aunique
recreational experience for the
20,000 soldiers training at nearby
FortWarren.

On April4, CFD Chairman Rudy
Hoffman made the announcement
that CFD and all the otherrodeosin
the state would continue. While the
margins were smaller during the
war,local citizens and soldiers alike
thrilled at the spectacle, and Chey-
enne Frontier Days’legend grew.

Afterthe war, the popularity of
the sportof rodeo and the golden age
ofthe American Western flashed
across movie and television screens
acrossthenation. Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days profited handsomely with
thisnewfound popularinterest.
Throughthe 1950s and the tumultu-
ous 1960s, CFD continued to grow,
and success seemed almostinevita-
bleyearbyyear.

In1977,adisasterbefell CFD that
threatened the event withits most
immediate threat of closure. The
tragedy struck at6:45 a.m. July 25,
the third day of the show. A USAF
Thunderbird T-38 Talonjet aircraft,
piloted by Capt. Charlie Carter, lost
control and plummeted toward
CFD’sgrounds shortly after takeoff.
The fuselage of the stricken plane
made impactin the cowboy camp-
ground east of the stands, narrowly
missing twotrailers. The bulk of the
wreckage tumbled intoin the stock
pens, and debris was scattered ev-
erywhere.

Capt. Carter waskilled aftereject-
ing when hisbody struck anearby
food stand. His crew chief, Staff Sgt.
Edward Foster,landed in the arena
and sufferedlacerations, yet sur-
vived. Ayoung Cheyenne High

WYOMING TRIBUNE EAGLE FRONTIER DAYS 2020 SPECIAL PUBLICATION
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An unidentified U.S. Air Force official stands next to the wreckage of Capt. Charlie Carters T 38 on July 25,1977. What
remains of the cockpit is closest to the camera. With the aircraft blocking the stock return runway, 200 volunteers had to
re-route how animals were able to return to their pens. In two hours, and despite deplorable weather conditions, the pens
and chute lanes were reconfigured, and the rodeo was able to continue without interruption. Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West
Museum/courtesy

School band member who was
cleaningthe stands at the time was
hitby some ofthe wreckage and suf-
fered abroken arm. Two prize buck-
ingbulls wereKkilled at the point of
finalimpact, and the stock pens and
handling chutes were thrown into
disarray.

News ofthe calamity spread
quickly,and hundreds of volunteers
andresponse teams from F.E. War-
ren Air Force Base descended on
the site. Some couldn’timagine that
CFD could continue. After Don
Kensinger (serving as chute boss,
committee representative and stock
contractor) and Col. Bruce Krieder
ofthe 90th Missile Wing had abrief
discussion amid the wreckage, it
was agreed thatthe Air Force could
doapreliminaryinvestigation and
the volunteers would make neces-
sary repairstobeready forthe
show.

InaHerculean effort, 200 volun-
teersrerouted chute lanes and
helped Air Force personnel clear

the debris from the stands and
arena.By 1:30 p.m., the regular start
time of the rodeo, everything was
ready. The wreckage of the plane
was covered with tarps, and the flag
overthe stands was flown at half-
staff. The resourcefulness of the
volunteers and the stalwart aid of
the United States Air Force made
the best of ahorrific situation. The
show wenton.

Forthe four following decades,
Cheyenne Frontier Days enjoyed
good times and enduredleantimes,
butitseemed that nothing could
stop the joyful juggernaut from car-
rying forward. With due pride,
Cheyenne and Cheyenne Frontier
Dayscould celebrate the success of
their event, which survived depres-
sions, pandemics, tragedies and
wars. Itlived acharmedlife, being
missed by great calamities or some-
how finding the meanstocarryonin
spite of adversity.

Aswenow know, itsremarkable
streak of luck was not tolast.

COVID-19didn’tseemlike the
thingthat could give pause tothe
“Daddy of’em All,” butitdid. The
virus presented the CFD communi-
tyitsfirstno-winscenario. Citing
concern for our community, visitors
and volunteers, the Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days Committee made the diffi-
cultdecisionnottoholdthe 2020
celebrationtokeep everyone
healthy and safe.

Thebig questionis what the com-
munity of Cheyenne, CFD’slegion
of fans and multitude of selfless
helperswill donow that thisyear’s
eventis canceled? There canbeno
doubtthat thissilent catastrophe
will notkeep agood show down. If
nothing else, we can (and will) yet
again make the best of abad situa-
tion, reset our countdowns and
charge forward toward nextyear.

Michael Kassel is associate director and
curator at the Cheyenne Frontier Days Old
West Museum and an adjunct instructor of
history at Laramie County Community College.
Email: mike.kassel@oldwestmuseum.org.
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RODEO ORGANIZERS IN WYOMING
DECIDE CANCELING EVENTS IS THE
SMART DECISION AMID PANDEMIC

By Tom Coulter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

The more Tom Hirsig thought about holding
Cheyenne Frontier Days this summer, the less
realistic the option appeared.

Eventually, Hirsig, who servesas CEO and
president of Cheyenne’s biggest annual event,
hadtoacceptadifficultfact: Evenif CFD were to
continue, it wouldn’tbe the event thatresidents
know and love.

“With parades and carnivals and beer gardens
and street dances and all those things, it’s pretty
hard toaccommodate social distancing in those
typesofevents,” Hirsig said after the cancella-
tion. “It’snot somuch the rodeo canceled, butall
the things that make each event special. When

youstart peeling those
“"More worl with thingsback,yoube-
come very common.”
less volunteers 1nthemidstofthe
isn't a good recipe COVID-19pandemic,
,, Hirsigandrepresenta-
for a great event.” tivesfromseveral
Tom Hirsig other Wypming rodg:os
- met multiple timesin
CEO and presu?lent of  Apriland Mayto dis-
Cheyenne Frontier Days  cussthe possibility of
holding theirevents

this summer. But, eventually, the rodeo officials
reached abroad consensus: they would all be
making the individual decision to cancel their
events.

Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon, withrepresenta-
tives from the rodeos flanked behind him, ex-
plained the group’s decision during anews
conference May 27.

“Intheend, going off half-cocked, in the collec-
tive minds of everyone up here,just wouldn’tbe
worthit,” Gordon said, holding back tears.
“Holding these events without their night shows,
their parades and their carnivalsjust wouldn’tbe
thesame.”

The volunteers were a major point of concern
when deciding whether to hold Cheyenne Fron-

Cheyenne Frontier Days CEO Tom Hirsig speaks during a ss conference May 27 inside the Capitol in down-
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town Cheyenne. Gov. Mark Gordon, while joined by rodeo leaders from across the state, announced the cancel-
lation of the six largest rodeos in Wyoming due to COVID-19 concerns. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

tier Days, Hirsig said. The 10-day event normally
includes morethan 2,500 volunteers to ensure ev-
erything goes smoothly,and Hirsig said many
from that volunteer group are older and more at
risk of catching COVID-19.

“There have been alot of our volunteers that
couldn’t participate this year, with the added
workload of all the sanitization measures that we
needtotake,” Hirsig said. “More work withless
volunteersisn’tagoodrecipe foragreatevent.”

It’salsoworth considering the scale of CFD,
compared to some of the state’s otherrodeo
events. The summer nightly rodeosin Cody, for
example, were allowed tobegin June 15, but
Hirsignoted the attendance is much smaller for
those events, which mainly draw touristsenroute
to Yellowstone.

“Whenyoudoafestival or Cheyenne Frontier
Days, everybody comesin, they drink beer, they
hang around the beertents,” Hirsig said. “Butthe
CodyNightRodeois typically tourists thatjust
come out there, watch the rodeo and then goback
totheir hotel or wherever, soit’s easier to control
thattypeofasituation.”

Though the governor’s staff was on hand for
discussions about the rodeos, the coordinators of
eacheventhad tomake their own decisions onthe
cancellation. For CFD tomove ahead withits de-
cisionto cancel, the event’s General Committee,
composed of several volunteersin different
areas, firsthad tomake arecommendation tothe
CFD Board of Directors. The board thenmade
the ultimate call to hold offuntil 2021.

Story continues on page 10
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announced the cancellation of the six largest rodeos in Wyoming due to COVID-19 concerns. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Continued from 9

Otherrodeo officials on the task
force ultimately made the same call,
aseventsin Laramie, Thermopolis
and elsewhere were also canceled
thisyear. Aspresident of the Sheri-
dan WYO Rodeo, Billy Craft said his
team’s decision to cancel stemmed
from concerns aboutkeeping peo-
ple safe and risking a potential eco-
nomic setback inthe area.

“We’rejust now to the point where
we’re starting toopen up alittle bit
again,and some things are starting
tohappen for some of the smaller
Main Street-type businesses that
haven’thappened for aperiod of
time,” Craftsaidinearly June.

“Ourfear was thatif we move for-
ward, and for whateverreason... we
saw a spikeinthe COVID-19virus,

At aglance

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,
CFD President and CEO Tom Hirsig and
representatives from several other
Wyoming rodeos met multiple times in
April and May to discuss the possibility
of holding their events this summer. But,
eventually, the rodeo officials reached a
broad consensus: they needed to cancel
their events.

that we ran the risk of shutting
things back down for possibly an ex-
tended period of time, beyond what
we’veexperienced already,” he
continued.

Suchafiasco, Craftsaid, could
unintentionally “kill off” many of
the businesses already struggling

“"Our discussion is let’s just
kick the lid off of 2021 and
plan every exciting thing we
can plan for and hope hy
then we're back to some
sense of normalcy.”

Billy Craft
President of Sheridan WYO Rodeo

tosurvive.

Additionally, the insurance poli-
ciesfortherodeoputastrainonthe
decision-makers. Craftnoted his
event’sinsurance policy would’ve
required strictadherencetoevery
publichealth directive sentby the
state and the Professional Rodeo

Cowboys Association, at the risk of
being held liable for an outbreak.

“If we were unable to comply with
any one of those, they declare our li-
ability coverage null and void,”
Craftsaid. “We could not risk what
hasbeenthelargesteventinour
community for 90 years and risk
eliminating that for good if some-
thing went wrong.”

Nextyear willmark CFD’s 125th
year of existence,and Hirsig’s team
hasalready started planning for the
event. Craft, meanwhile, has met
withhisboardto getready for next
year’srodeoin Sheridan.

“Ourdiscussionislet’sjustkick
thelid off of 2021 and plan every ex-
citing thing we can plan for and hope
by then we’re back to some sense of
normalcy,” Craftsaid.
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Family
tradition

CEO TOM HIRSIG'S TIES TO THE
"DADDY OF 'EM ALL" RUN DEEP

By Jeremiah Johnke
WyoSports

When he won the Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days steer roping champion-
shipin 2002, Tom Hirsig didjust
aboutthe only thingamember ofhis
family hadn’t done in Frontier Park
Arena.

From providing stock to serving
as Miss Frontier, the Hirsig family
hasbeeninvolvedinnearly every
facetofthe “Daddy of ’em All” since
itsinception.

Hirsig- CFD’s chiefexecutive of-
ficer-briefly touched on his family
history May 27 when he stepped to
the podium to speak on behalf of Wy-
oming’s six biggestrodeos and an-

Charlie Hirsig was the chaiman of
Cheyenne Frontier Days in 1919 and
again in 1925. Courtesy

nounce theirjoint decision notto
hold their 2020 events because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“My family hasbeen apart of CFD
sincethe dayitstarted,” Hirsig said.
“Thavebeeneveryyearsince I was
born. My sister was named lady-in-
waiting for Miss Frontier, and soon
afterdiedinatrafficaccident.

“My story is not unlike many of
the people that work or volunteerto
putthese amazing eventsonand
have puttheirhearts and soulsinto
these celebrations.”

This summeristhe firstsince
1896 without Cheyenne taking at
leastone day to celebrate the West-
ernway oflife. The Spanish Flu,
Great Depression and two world
wars couldn’t stop CFD, butthe
novel coronavirus did.

Thatfactisnoteasy for Hirsigto
stomach.

Henever wanted to stand before
CFD’sboard of directors and sug-
gesttherodeonotbe held. He spent
weeks after the country shut down
astheoutbreak ramped up tryingto
figure outhow a smaller-scale event
could be held, whetherit would di-
minish the experience too much and
whether apandemic-friendly event
was cost-effective.

Intheend, fansafety and the fan
experience wonout.

“Seeing people come totown and
allthejoy and fun they haveis some-
thing you never want to miss after
you’ve been part of Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days,” Hirsig said. “Itjust gets
inyourblood. Our community of
60,000 peoplehasaneventthat’sa
bucketlistitem for people across
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Cheyenne Frontier Days President and CEO Tom Hirsig poses for a photo inside
Frontier Park Arena on July 2 in Cheyenne. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

the world.

“That’sreally neatto think about.
Unfortunately, we just wouldn’t
havebeen able to provide that expe-
riencethisyear.”

|

Afamily of Hirsigsleft Anslogin-
ger,Switzerland,in 1872, seeking a
new life in the United States. They
ended up in Monroe, Wisconsin, be-
fore brothers Charlie and Fred
Hirsig were drawn farther west.

The pairsettled in Laramie Coun-
ty and boughtadjoining ranches
westof Cheyenne. Fred—-whois
Tom’s great-grandfather—bought
the Happy Jack Ranch, while Char-

lie bought the Polo Ranch on Crow
Creek.

Charlie helped organize the inau-
gural Cheyenne Frontier Day. One
ofhishorses won the half-milerace
thatday, while some ofhis cattle
were among the first roped at CFD.
Helaterserved as general chair-
man.

Fred assistedinthe arena, served
onthe committee and,in 1905, also
judged the bucking contest.

Charlie and his wife, Ida, did not
have children. Fred and his wife,
Mary, had four sons and a daughter,
whichis where the Hirsigs’ tiesto
CFD really took off.
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Allvolunteered forthe eventin
some capacity. Most started atan
early age. Fred Jr. (better known as
Beanie) eventually ascended toarena
director. It’sapostheheld untilhe
turned itovertohisson, Buddy.

Buddy’s service to CFD started
while he was stillin elementary
school. CFD didn’thave phones atthe
time, so Buddy would ride ahorse be-
tween Chute 9-where the timed
events start—and the bucking chutes
tolettheleader of each areaknow how
many cowboys were remainingin
eachsection atthe otherend of the
arena.Buddy’s presencelet the timed
event cowboysknow they needed to
getreadytorunbecausethere were
only afew roughstock rides thathadn’t
left the bucking chutes.

Buddy took the arena director’s
reins from his fatherin1958. Knee
surgery kept Buddy from being able to
mountahorsein 1964. Beaniefilledin
as arenadirectorthatyear. Buddy
handed the arena director’s reinsto
hisson, Tom,in1992.

Buddy continues to volunteer with
CFDbydriving agolfcarttoshuttle
cowboys and their families fromthe
parkinglottothe arenaiftheyneedto
gettoanotherrodeoinahurry.

SINCE 1

Fred "Beanie” Hirsig Jr. Courtesy

“Iwasn’tsure Iwouldlikeit,butit’s
actually been alot of funtomeetalotof
the current cowboys and their fami-
lies,” Buddy said.

Buddy’ssister, Margy, served as
Miss Frontierin 1954. His daughter,
Sandy, wasname Miss Frontier’slady-

in-waitingin 1979, but waskilledina
caraccidentlaterthatyear. Another
daughter, Debby, was amember of the
Dandies equestrian drill team that
performs before Frontier Daysrode-
o0s, carries sponsor flags through the
arenaand promotes the rodeo around
theregion.

Buddy’s wife, Glenna, hasbeen part
ofthe W-HEELS committee which
overseesthe carriagesthatroll
through the CFD parades.

When he washired as CEO, Hirsig
heardjokes aboutinheriting the fami-
lybusiness. He doesn’t wanttonega-
tivelyimpact his family’slegacy, but
he hasgreaterinfluencesinhiscur-
rent post.

“There’sadded pressure with how
tied my family hasbeen to this show,
butIfeel even more pressure fromthe
community of Cheyenne,” he said.
“Cheyenne Frontier Daysis soimpor-
tant to thiscommunity. I feel pressure
and urgency to maintain this fromthe
community and volunteers more than
Idoanythingelse.”

|

The tone and increasing volume of
Frank Thompson’s voice ashe drives
down the highway makesit clear he
hasbeen asked about Tom Hirsig one
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toomany timesin the weeks afterthe
124th “Daddy” was canceled.

“Somany people who are unhappy
thisyear was canceled have called to
askme whatIreally think about
(Hirsig),” Thompsonsaid. “Thave told
them all the same thing, whichis, ‘“Tom
Hirsig’s family hasbeen part of Chey-
enne Frontier Days since the very first
one. He wants nothing more than to
have ashow, soifheisonboard fornot
having ashow, thenit’s the best thing
for Cheyenne Frontier Days.’

“He’snot asuitthat’s making a deci-
sionthat’snotbased onthe Western
way oflife, the heritage ortradition
that Cheyenne stands for. He’s not that
guy. ”»

Thompson should know.

He was ayoung steer wrestler em-
barking on hisrookie campaignonthe
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion circuit when he first met Hirsigin
1988. Thompson traveled to his first
CFD with anotherbulldogger from
South Dakota, whointended tohead
back home and hitup afew rodeos
oncethey were donein Cheyenne.
Thompson had entered ahandful of
rodeosinIdaho,andthought he had
arranged for aride west.

Story continues on page 14
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Instead, Thompson wasleft seeking
refuge from arainstorminside one of
CFD’sbarns while waiting foraride
thatnever came. A friendjust hap-
penedtodrive by and spotted Thomp-
sonand hisgearbaginthebarn. He
stoppedto seeif Thompsonneeded
help.

“Itold himIneeded someplaceto
stay,” Thompson said. “He told me he
was headed out to Tommy Hirsig’s
place,and that he was sure Tommy
would give me a place to stay for the
night. We only met thatnight and have
beenfriendseversince.”

Thompson has called Cheyenne
home since the early 1990s, and suc-
ceeded Hirsig as arena director afew
years ago.

Evidence of Hirsig’s determination
tomake theright choice for CFDis
when he joined the call for the rodeoto
start saving inthe event something
catastrophic happened. The discus-
sion centered around atornado wiping
outagrandstand. Instead, avirus
wiped outthe entire event thisyear.

CFD had already invested $2 million
inthisyear’sevent by the timeitwas
canceled. Itestimated an additional
loss of $S million to $6 million because
of the cancellation. The losses will
nearly exhaust CFD’semergency fund.

“Alotofpeoplelike tosay, ‘Boy, that
Cheyenne Frontier Days sure does
make piles of money. Theyjust make
millions of dollarsevery year,” Hirsig
said. “What happened thisyear putall
of thatinto perspective. What we’ve
builtup overthe past 124 yearsis basi-
cally gone.

“Theboard of directors wasincredi-
bleinitsleadership for doing that. I
guarantee youifthis would have hap-
pened eight ornine years ago, we’d
have probably been out of business,
borrowing money orleasing a place.
Now, we’re positive we canhave a
shownextyear.”

Hirsig was convinced hehad done
everything he could for CFD inside the
arena when he stepped down as arena
director. There wasn’t anotherrole he
was passionate about, and he thought a
new arena director mightinject fresh
ideas and energy into the show.

Hirsig’s time away from CFD didn’t
lastlong. He eventually took a poston
the board of directors. The board
tabbed him CEO when Dan Cheney,
CFD’sfirst CEO, was hired for the
same post at RodeoHouston.

Servingontheboard and being
named CEO breathed life into Hirsig.
He now had more to worry about than
what was happeninginthe arena.

“Istartedlooking ateverything
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Tom irsig, right, with Lady-in-Waiting Marcy Morris in 1985. Hirsig served as Contestants Committe chairman from 2001-03 and

won the 2002 Steer Roping Championship at Cheyenne Frontier Days. Courtesy

from the carnivals toparadestopan-
cakebreakfasts and everything else
thathappens with Cheyenne Frontier
Days,” Hirsig said. “I have tolook at
everything from abigger perspective
ofthe whole event and the customer
experience.”

Improving the customer experience
and treating themto an “Old West Dis-
neyland” have been priorities for
Hirsig. Experience gainedin all of his
other posts helps Hirsigas CEO,
Rodeo Committee Chairman Chad
Mathews said.

“Hehas seentherodeos from so
many different angles,” said Mathews,
who has volunteered as CFD for 20
years. “Hisexperience intheinsur-
ancebusiness and as the state’s insur-
ance commissioner also help.

“Heis able toworkin some circles
other CEOs may nothave. Heis com-
fortable with the people youneed to
know to getthe things done weneed to
getdone. He alsohas areally unique
ability to presenthisideasand-when
they’re good ideas—get peopleto take
them and run with them. They getjust

asexcited abouthisideasastheydo
theirown.”
|

Hirsig’s vision of an “Old West Dis-
neyland” have started to come to frui-
tion asthe vendortentsthatusedto
welcome visitorsinto the midway on
the west side of Frontier Park have
beenreplaced by permanent struc-
turesthatlooklike they were ripped
fromthe set of aJohn Wayne film.

There now are plenty of places for
attendeestoget out of the July heat
and enjoy refreshment. CFD also has
haditsrodeobroadcastnationally by
RFD TV, and attendance for night
shows and the rodeohaveincreased.

Despite the success, Hirsigremains
unsatisfied. He knows thereis still un-
tapped potential, especially when it
comestoattracting younger people.

“They’ve been disconnected from
Frontier Days,” said Hirsig, who fin-
ished sixthinthe PRCA’s steerroping
world standingsin 1987.“They’re not
hugerodeofans,but they come here
forthe music atthe nightshows. We
want to getthem toexperience some

Western culture here.

“Somehow, we have to connect with
them through the mediathey feel com-
fortable with. One of the big challeng-
esinthe futureishowtoaccomplish
that.”

Oneyoung person whoisn’tdiscon-
nected from CFDis Tom’s youngest
daughter, Justene Hirsig. Justene and
heroldersister, Jordan, grew up vol-
unteering atthe “Daddy.” Jordan now
works atamarketing firmin New York
City.Justene hasbeen attending the
University of Wyoming, where she
qualified forthe 2018 College National
FinalsRodeo. She has continued to
help outinthe arenaoverthe pastfew
years.

Could she bethe next Hirsigtoserve
asarenadirector?

“Idon’tknow aboutif she planson
that,” Tom said with achuckle. “But
she doeslove Frontier Days, and she
likestogetoutthereinthe arenaand
doalotofthingsIusedtodooutthere.
She’s pretty passionate about Chey-
enne Frontier Days.”

Sheis, after all, a Hirsig.
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Without rodeos every weekend, Cheyenne natives enter uncharted waters

By Michael Katz
WyoSports

Forbetter or worse, Brody
Cresshasgotten the full pan-
demic shutdown experience
over thelast couple of months.

The 24-year-old Cheyenne
native isamong the best sad-
dle broncridersinthe country
and won the eventat Chey-
enne Frontier Days each of
thelastthreeyears. Cress,
whoranked No.2inthe 2019
world standings and firstin
the 2019 NFR rankings, also
recently finished his colle-
giate career at Tarleton State
University in Texas. Profes-
sional cowboys can, of course,
compete collegiately while

earning money, asrodeoisnot
anNCAA sport.

Cresswasinthe middle ofa
rodeo, about tostart his third
day of competitionin Houston
onMarch 10, when the un-
thinkable happened. The
world was, of course, puton
hold due to the coronavirus,
and Cress was unable to finish
the competition. It didn’t stop
there for Cress, however: His
collegiate season was can-
celed, aswell, meaning he
wouldn’t gettofinish out his
fifth and final year of eligibili-
ty. And, toaddinsulttoinjury,
Cresshadtofinish hisdegree
online.

Cressfinally competedin
hisfirstrodeo since the shut-

downinlate May, more than
twomonths after hislast offi-
cialrodeo. He’sbeen practic-
ingathome asbesthecanin
Texas, but the thrill justisn’t
the same without the competi-
tion and the camaraderie of
his fellow cowboys.

Rodeotravel can certainly
beagrind, with events seem-
ingly every weekend all
across the country. But
you’re never going to hear
Cress complain about that
again.

After finding various proj-
ectsaround the house tokeep
himselfbusyintherecent
months, Cressisready toget
backinaction full-time.

Story continues on page 17

Brody Cress smlles after wmnlng the saddle bronc riding champion-
ship during Cheyenne Frontier Days on July 28, 2019, at Frontier Park
Arena in Cheyenne. Michael Cummo/Wyoming Tribune Eagle
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Playing the waiting game is admittedly difficult;
he’sbeenonthe edge ofhis seatlike everyoneelse,
waiting for areturn to something resembling
normalcy.

With the somewhat stunning cancellation of Fron-

ier Days, the first time in the event’s history it will
not take place, Cressis still waiting for whatever
“normal” is. He won’t get the chance to defend his

itle for a fourth straight year at his hometown rodeo.

“Sometimes we complain about having tobe on
theroad, butit’sthe complete opposite now,” Cress
said. “Nobodyis going to complain about being on

heroad...youdon’treally realize how lucky you
are.”

Like everyone else around the world, the life of
rodeo cowboyshasbeen turned upside downinre-
cent months due to COVID-19. Without competition,
and the uncertainty of when it might come back per-
manently, Cress and his peershave had tomake
changes, knowing full well thatit could be awhile
beforelife returnstonormal.

Cress was on a hot streak of sorts before the pan-
demic, with positive momentum going into his
spring season. In the same way a batter might get hot
atthe plate for an extended period of time, Cress was
inthat sort ofzone.

Instead of competing forlarge pots of money in
citiesacross the country,though, Cresshasbeen
confined to at-home projects and mounting the occa-
sional bucking horse for practice.

“When you’re winning and doing good, you want

obe getting on bucking horses every day. You’re not
fighting your head atall, you’re justhaving fun,” he
said. “It’shuge whenyougetonaroll.”

Cressconsiders himselffairly fortunate, all things
considered. Though he estimates he has potentially
lost upwards of $50,000 over the past few months
without having rodeos to competein, Cress said he
has made enough money over the
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Kalane Anders competes in steer wrestling during the fifth performance of the 122nd annual Cheyenne Frontier Days
Rodeo on July 25, 2018, in Frontier Park Arena. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file

during the recent months to try and make up for the
money he’slost without competition. It’s aninterest-
ingbalance for Vosler: The money he normally
makes atrodeos goes rightbackinto entry fees for
subsequentrodeos. So, while heisn’t making the
samekind of money he normallyis,

past few years so he doesn’thave to “"Sometimes we healsoisn’tspendingitashenormal-
look for work tomake ends meet. - - ly would.
That same comfortis not shared by complain about having Combine working a “normal 9-5
Cheyenne’s Aaron Vosler. to be on the road, but job” andtryingtogetpracticereps
Vosler,whojust turned 40, is it's th let in,and Vosler admits he’s alittle
aware his daysas asteer wrestler are IT's the complete more sore than he might normally
somewhatnumbered. Buthe’s cer- opposite now. Nohody be.That’'swhenhestartstofeelhis
ainly hopingitisn’tapandemic that - . - age the most. Chasing down steers
tellshimit’s time to hang up his cow- is going to complain andtrying totiethemupisalittle
boy boots. ahout bheing on the more difficult withthe achesand
Voslerhasbeenrodeoing since he . pains of a daily work shift. Still, he’s
was 12yearsold, and, minus time he road ... you don't making sure to work his two younger
has missed due toinjuries, he, like really realize how horsesand practice steersevery
Cress,hasbeen onthelongesthiatus " other daytostay fresh.
from regular rodeo competition of lucky you are. “Youwork all week, thenyou geta
hislife,though he’s recently been Brody Cress check...andyougetacheckthatyou
driving to smaller rodeos on week- Bronst’: ider usually make (inrodeo) inlike 3.8

ends. Herecently made the trek to

rizona and Oklahoma. Having
Frontier Days canceled was an extra gut punch for
Vosler-thelossof hishometown eventis beyond
disappointing.

“Itsucks. It’scrazy.Ijustnever would have
guessedit,” Voslersaid. “Idon’tknow whatelse to
say thanI'm shocked and saddened.”

Since big-time rodeos were put on hiatus, Vosler
hashadtofind additional work. He has been work-
ing for his girlfriend’s father’slandscaping business

seconds,” Vosler said with alaugh.
Vosler was also on his way to Hous-
tonwhen he heard the rodeo he was traveling to was
canceled; he wasliterally an hour away from the
event. He admits hisbody doesn’trecover quite the
same as it used to when he was younger, but he still
feelslike he has competition leftin him. Butifthe
pandemic were to dragout and cause himtositouta
full yearorso, it might ultimately force his hand.
Hismosttrusted horse,now 20 yearsold,isn’t
goingtobe ableto dothisforever, either. Andeven

hishorse seems to be getting anxious, bucking more
thanusual. After alongtrip, Vosler said hishorses
usually wantnothing to do with him. Now, they’re
appearing eager for work, and Vosler has had todo
hisbesttokeep himself and his steedsin shape.

“It’sjustsuch adifferent situation thanI’'ve ever
beenin,” Voslersaid. “There’sbeen times where
I’vebeenmadatrodeo ... whenyoudon’thave the
option,it’sinsane. I don’teven know how to putitinto
words. ... It’skind of forced me tolook at what ’'m
goingtodo.”

Idon’tknow what will go first, my desiretodoitor
my body. Ormy horse.”

Helpingkeep Vosler sharpishisroommate,
24-year-old Kalane Anders, whois also a steer wres-
tler.Inaway, Andersreminds Vosler of days past.
The hunger and drive that his roommate showsisin
partwhatkeeps Vosler going, despite hisdaysonthe
rodeocircuitbeingnumbered.

Anders’youthful energy is contagious; aftera
hard day of work doinglandscaping, he has the hors-
esready for Voslertopractice. Atthat point, Vosler
can’thelp butputanybody pain aside andjustride.

Andeven when Vosler does decide tohang up his
boots from competition, he won’t really be giving it
up completely, he said. He stillintends to go around
tolocal rodeos. Why? He loves the lifestyle toomuch.
Plus, hisroommate is keeping him young.

Hejusthopesthat time doesn’t come for a while.

“Imightbe one ofthose guys thatkeeps going
around close to the house, because that’showmuch I
loveit,” Voslersaid. “He’s going to be the motiva-
tion. His passion foritis as strong as mine. I’d proba-
bly gojusttohelp him outalittle bit, too.”
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PRCA says it's in position to host the National Finals Rodeo

By Tyler Poslosky
WyoSports

Like anever-ending nightmare, COVID-19 has
bucked the way of life for millions of Americans and
therestofthe world.

Major League Baseball was frozen before spring
training came to a close; the National Basketball As-
sociation and the National Hockey League hitthe
pause button ontheirrespective seasonsinmid-
March. The lattertwo have or will have finalized
planstoresume play later this summer, while MLB
and the players association continue toiron outa
deal for what will inevitably be a truncated season.

The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Associationis
no different. In fact, the coronavirus may have hit
this sportthe hardest.

This spring and summer are unlike any other for
the PRCA, which haslostbetween $17 million and
$20 million off an operating budgetjust north of $45
million and has seen close to 200 rodeos wiped out
because of the pandemic.

“Thehardestthing for meis theimpactonthe
communities and the cowboys because these are
amazing gatheringsin small-town Americaand
large towns that are meaningful tothe people thatgo
tothem,” said PRCA CEO George Taylor, “and it
provides ameans of people pursuing their passion
around rodeo in terms of our cowboys and cowgirls.

“Those are hard things that keep me awake at
night.”

Taylor,whoisinhisthird year at the helm of the
PRCA,said around 185to 19S5 rodeos have been can-
celedsofarthisyear.

Cheyenne Frontier Daysis one of the casualties,
among other big-name rodeoslike Calgary Stam-
pede and Greeley Stampede. Yet as states continue
toloosen safety restrictions, allowing business tore-
open and more and more people to gatherin one set-
ting, Taylor believes the PRCA will getbusy again.

Taylorexpectstobe “directionally around S0% of
our total rodeo count for the full year,” with the ma-
jority of those rodeos taking placein Augustand
September.

The pandemic has certainly been the biggest chal-
lenge of Taylor’s PRCA tenure. From financial im-
pactstocanceling rodeos and everythingin between,
Taylor has worn many hats to help weave the PRCA
through these difficult and stressful times.

“The governors of the states that we do business
withhave been very graciousin terms of working
withusand tryingto find every way possible tohave
rodeosoccur,” he said. “The biggertherodeoand
the more people that come through, the more chal-
lenging thatis. It’s one of those things, right? If you

think about Cheyenne Frontier Days, youknow,
having over amillion people come into grounds like
thatisahuge challenge, as opposed toarodeo that
mighthave 4,000 or 5,000 people.”

PRCA’smain event—the National Finals Rodeo—
isstillonforlaterthisyearin Las Vegas, said Pat
Christenson, Las Vegas Events president.

“Theplanisjustasit’sbeeneveryotheryear,”
Christenson said ofthe NFR, which has been held
everyyearsinceitsinceptionin1959. “We’re plan-
ning asifthe NFR ... with the possibility of guide-
lines that might have to be implemented for the
COVID-19.”

Some of those guidelines could very well involve
fewer fans orno fans. However, Christensen said he
would prefer the NFR to be fully operational and not
limited to acertain number of fans.

“Idon’tenvision the NFR working with S0% atten-
danceor25%,” he said. “We either have to a full at-
tendance-our sold-out normal event, or who knows
what the option would be.”

That could prove tricky if COVID-19 flares up
againinthefall and winter, and coincides with the
fluseason.

“Itwould be adiscussion we’d have to have with
the PRCA then,” Christenson added. “It’s complete-
ly different than how our agreement with the PRCA

Hunter Cure of Holliday, Texas, competes in the steer wrestling event during the seventh go-round of the Natinal Fi-
nals Rodeo on Dec. 12, 2018, in Las Vegas. Associated Press

issetup.”

Christensonsaid the NFR hasnotsetadeadline
foritselfin terms of making a final decision. Having
other professional sports, such asthe NFL, MLB,
NBA and NHL, resume play beforehand will offer a
glimpseinto whatthe NFR could look like from an
attendance and safety standpoint.

“It’searlynow,” hesaid. “... we wouldn’t have the
benefit oflooking at what everyone else is doing if we
decided whattodonow. ... We’re planning as usual
forthe NFR tobe biggerorbetterthanit’severbeen
with watching what’s going on with the virus.”

The hope foreveryoneistohave the NFR runas
scheduled. If not, more than $200 million could be
lost, Christenson said.

Asthe NFRinchescloser witheach passing day,
both Las Vegas Events and the PRCA are doing their
besttomake sure there won’t be any interruptions or
further cancellations.

“We’re full steam ahead, right now,” Taylor said.
“AndIthink we’ll stay there, provided Las Vegas
continuestoopen. We’re working withthemona
regularbasistoensure that we can have asafe and
successful NFR.Itell people all the time, 12 weeks
agonobody really expected us tobe where we’re at.
Rightnow, we believe we’re going tobe inagood
position.”
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By Tyler Poslosky, Jeremiah Johnke
and Michael Katz
WyoSports

Weasked currentand formerrodeo
participantstoshare what Cheyenne
Frontier Days meanstothem. Here’s
what they said.

Cody Webster (bullfighter)

ighting bullsand traveling the
countryissomethingthatIdoday
inand day out,somewhere
around 180to 190 days ayear. Basical-
lyinthe arenaevery other day of the
ear. We gettotravel alotof miles and
gettosee alot of different country and
gotoalotofreally good rodeos, but
there’s something about that Sunday
purse that’s at Cheyenne thatthere’s
noother feeling like it.

Especially to akid like myself grow-
ing up and watching ... ‘8 Seconds’ was
one of my go-tos every day, and Chey-
enne was abig partofthat dealinthat
movie,and Lane Frost and transition-
ing intomy teenage years and getting
tomeet Lane’s parents and everybody,
his family and doing bullfighting and
bull riding schools there. WhenIgotto
goto Cheyenne for the first time and
be there in the sunshine in front of
them white chutes, it’s quite the deal.
It’s Cheyenne.Idon’t know any other
way toputitotherthanit’s Cheyenne.

It’sone of the bestrodeos of the year.
It’s one that everybody wants to get
into. It’sone thateverybody wants to
goto. And gettingtobe one of the two
guysgettingtofightbullsatsucha
great, greatrodeo, that speaks forit-
self. There’shundreds and hundreds
of bullfightersin ourindustry that
would give anything togettogowork a
daythere,muchlessyear afteryear.
Forme,itisvery,veryspecial.It’sa
rodeothatisatthe top of my list,and
somewhereI gettogoand hangoutfor
10daysandbearockstar.

Seth Hall (tie-down roper)

t’sjustagreatoutdoorrodeo
(with) ahuge arena, andit’s the
‘Daddy of’em All.’ It’sthe one
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rodeoyoureallylook forward to going
toallyear and towinit.

Brody Cress
(saddle bronc rider)

ybrotherand I used tosneak
M behind the chutes when

you’re notallowed to. It’s sur-
real whenyou’realittlekid.

Justkind of getting to be around
whatyousee as your dreamsin the fu-
ture....I’'vebeen around that my
wholelife.

Aaron Vosler
(steer wrestler)

rontier Daysis probably therea-
sonlamasteer wrestler.

Forme, Cheyenneis steer
wrestling ... that’'swhereIfellinlove
withit.

Whenyou give those steers that
muchofaheadstart...youhavealotof
time to think about it before you get
there.... There’safearfactor..you
justkind of have to cowboy alittle bit
more.

The firsttime Imade the short
roundin 2004, that’s alwaysbeena
huge memory.

Tusedtosneak underthe old wooden
stands and watch the saddle bronc rid-
ersgetready.... ThereasonIrodeo

. DOWNLOADTHEWYOMING
. TRIBUNE EAGLE WYONEWS 4

. APPONGOOGLEPIAY
ANDTHEAPPLEAPP STORE

Page 19

kinds ofhorror stories aboutit. I re-
member going tomy firstone and
being amazed athow fastitran. The
rookie (saddle) broncriding and steer
wrestling were wild. Inever had alot
ofluck here.

Todd Suhn
(former steer wrestler)

ygrandfatherusedtohavea
M team of horses that participat-

edinevery parade, sohe spent
all week in Cheyenne. Before the fi-
nals, they used tohave acalcuttainone
ofthe horse stall barns. It was pretty
smallback when I first started coming
toCheyenne.

My second year,Imadethe finals, but
Iwasprettylowinthe (aggregate). I
wentout there and won the (final go-
round) and placed second inthe (aggre-
gate).Icatch up with allmy family, and
my grandfatheris absolutely beaming.
He’sjust smiling this big grin fromear
toear.Ithought he was proud of me for
winning second at Cheyenne. He says,
‘Tam, butyoualsowonme $3,000 (inthe
calcutta).” He only spent somethinglike
$1500r$200, and ended up with $3,000.
Hegiggled aboutthatevery Christmas.

nowis because of those memories.

Frank Thompson
(former steer wrestler,
current arena director)

fyougrew upintherodeoworld,
I you heard about Cheyenne Fron-

tier Days from the time you’re old
enoughtoremember. The old guys
would try to scare you and tell you all
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By Niki Kottmann
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

We asked current Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days committee chairmentoshare
what CFD meanstothem. Here’s what
they said.

General Chairman
Jimmy Dean Siler

o

Lastyearwas
Jimmy Dean
Siler’sfirstas
general chairman
of Cheyenne
Frontier Days,
and the 25-plus-
yearvolunteer
said he’sstill
humbled by the
responsibility
andthechanceto
spend somuch
time with many of his favorite peoplein
Cheyenne. It’sthe camaraderie he has
with not only volunteers, but CFD fans
that’skept him comingback.

“WhenlI firststarted,I was onthe Pa-
rades Committee,and I spent
some time working corners during a
parade and interacting with customers
...the peopleyoumeet,it’samazing,”
he said. “It’sjust that feeling that you
belong,and thatyouall doitforthe
samereason. Whatagreatfeelingtobe
around agroup ofindividualsthatare
sopositive aboutanevent. It’"d belike
being around 3,000 people whojust
wonthe lottery. Everybody’shappy.”

Hislove for CFD madeitthatmuch
harderto deal with the cancellation,
buthe said he and his fellow volunteers
havelearned agreat deal aboutevent
planning through this process,and he’s
confidentthat CFD’s12Sthanniversa-
ry next summer will be worth the wait.

“Everythinghappensforareason...
soitaffordsusthe opportunity tocome
back evenbigger and better and maybe
closertogether,” he said. “Italsotells
usnevertake anything forgranted...
look atthisin apositivelightand say,
‘Youknow what, we’re going tomiss
thisyear, butit’llmakeitevenmore
special when we gointo the future.””

Siler

Concessions Committee
Chairman Brad Westhy

Brad Westby first gotinvolved with
CFD 19yearsago,whenhehadjust
moved back to Cheyenne from Wash-
ington, D.C. Hisbrother was volunteer-
ing on the Concessions Committee,and
he encouraged Westby tojump on-
board. He’sbeeninvolved eversince,
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andsaid heloves
spearheading one
ofthe smallest
committeesbe-
causeofthe
family-likerela-
tionshipsthatde-
velop amongthe
volunteers.
Asked about
some of his
favorite CFD
memories,

Westhy

Westbylaughed.

“Thisis goingtosound alittle weird,
butIwanttosayitwasabouttwoyears
agowehadthebigflood,” he said. “That
soundslikeitwouldn’tbe fun,butl
thinkitreally bonded our team togeth-
er...wepushed waterfrom Suntil
about9p.m.,soIthink fromateam per-
spective, Ireallyliked thatbecause ev-
eryone pitchedin-we were allmaking
sure exhibitors were taken care of.”

Thatbond has made this pandemic
evenmore difficult, Westby said,
because he missed hanging out with his
fellow volunteers. But he said the deci-
siontonot hold meetings forthree
months, and then ultimately to cancel
the event, were theright ones.

“When something’sbeen going on
for124years,youdon’t wanttobe
known asthe chairmen who canceled
the ‘Daddy of ‘em All,’ butit was what
wehadtodo,” hesaid. “We feel for
those individuals who won’t have that
revenue stream during the show. We
will do everything we can to support
ourcommunity ... whetherthat means
helping Habitat for Humanity, driving
around and helpingelderly people...
those are some of the things we’re real-
lylooking forwardto.”

Contract Acts Committee
Chairman Randy Krafft

Adecadeago, afriend of Randy

ES

Krafft’saskedif
he wanted to work
thebeertentat
the Buckin’ A Sa-
loon. Oneyear
turnedintotwo,
thenthreebefore
he found himself
{ completelyen-
trenchedinthe
CFD community
—anexperience
heseesasbeing
partofsomething bigger than himself.

“You’re all there for one reason—
nottogetrich,togive backto Chey-
enne,” hesaid. “You’re doing some-
thing thatyou canseeadirectimpact.
Andwehave fun-it’sone ofthose we
work hard, we party hard type of
deals.”

One of Krafft’s favorite CFD memo-
riesisbringing his daughtertoherfirst
concertwhenshe was apreteen. Now
she’s alsoamember of the Contract
Acts Committee,and he said there are
plenty of other multi-generational vol-
unteer families that make it a fun fami-
ly affair.

Krafft fully understood how hard-
working hisvolunteer familyisa
fewyearsagowhen an executive from
oneofthe Las Vegasresorts wasintown.

“Itold him I have 34 people who work
onthestageitself,” Krafftsaid. “(The
execsaid) that same six shows would
need 300 peoplein Vegas. The dedica-
tion of our folks—they havetogoabove
and beyond-that’sone of the biggest
thingsthatkeepsyoucomingback.
They want tobe there, they wantto do
this. And they don’t want anything for
it.”

Krafft

Indians Committee
Chairman Bob Mathews

Before Bob Mathews wasevenborn,
his dad was performing atevery CFD

pancake break-
fastwiththe
Chugwater Phil-
harmonic String
Quartet. When
hegotolder,
Mathews’band
joined hisfather
onstage,and

N whenheeventu-
A Y allyjoinedtheIn-
dians Committee
thatorganizes
said breakfast, his dad’s friend took
him around the groundsyelling, “This
isafuture chairmanhere!” So,itdidn’t
surprise anyone when Mathews was
chosenaschairmanthreeyears ago.

“Oncelgotinvolved, Irealized how
specialthe (Indian Village) isand the
dancers we bringdown-it’sjustbeena
really neatthing toshare that culture
with people who come here and have
neverexperienced that,” Mathews
said. “Ifwe’re trying tohave an authen-
tic Westernexperience, weneed to
havethat.”

One ofthe most rewarding parts of
holding the position, Mathews said
(eventhoughit’satrickybalanceasa
father),hasbeentraveling tootherro-
deosand constantly meeting people
whosay CFDisontheirbucketlist.

“Doesn’t matter where we go, every-
one knows CFD,” he said, which makes
the cancellation that much more heart-
breaking. Buthe’saccepted the change
inplans. “Iwas able tomake peace with
it-thatweloveitsomuch,thatfive
years fromnow, whenthereisstilla
show, Iwillknowit’sbecause of the de-
cisionwemade. You’re notgoingtoget
yournameonawall, there won’tbea
plaque, people won’t applaud that, but
we made that decision for the longevity
ofthis.”

B. Mathews

Military Committee
Chairman Col. Brian Rico

Col. Brian
Ricoisoneofthe
fewmembers of
the Cheyenne
Frontier Days
General Commit-
teewhoisnot
originally from
Cheyenne-or
even Wyoming.

“It’salittle bit
differentforme,
becauselIdidn’t

grow up here.”

Ricohaslived innumerous different
states, including New Mexico, whose
state fairisthe only eventhe’s attended
thateven comes close tothe excitement
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of Frontier Days.

WhenRicofirstmoved to Cheyenne
in2004 tostartwork at F.E. Warren Air
Force Base, he didn’t fully understand
what Frontier Days was all about.

“Ithoughtitwas morelike a state fair
oracarnival,” said Rico, whorecallsthe
joy of taking his children to the Indian
Village, therodeo and the carnival all
forthe firsttime. “ButasI worked more
onthebase,Irealized thiswasahuge
partofthe community.Ibegantoun-
derstand whatitreally meant.”

Ricomoved away from Cheyennein
2007,butmovedbackin2018. That’s
when he was offered the position of
Military Committee chairman.

“Irecognizedthatthisisaonce-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. We figured there’s
no better way togetour childrenin-
volvedinthe community,” he said.

“Itenlightened me tothe cowboy
way of life,” which Rico said isthe fad-
ing social contract that your word
shouldbe asgood abond.

Whenhe and the other committee
members had tomake the decisionto
cancel Frontier Days for the first time
initshistory, he said it was dishearten-
ing,buthe has his sights set on planning
an unforgettable 125th Frontier Days
celebration nextyear.

Parades Committee
Chairman
Ruthanne Hubbard

ForRuthanne
Hubbard, chair-
ingthe Parades
Committeeis
allaboutthe
celebrationand
preservation of
Cheyenne’s
Westernheritage.

“Ilove the pa-
rades,” she said.
“Ilovethe histo-
ry,Ilovethecar-
riages—everything about parades—and
Iwasjustinterestedinaleadership
roleinhelping preservethat.”

As someone who came up through
the ranks (started as committee volun-
teer, then acoordinator,etc.), Hubbard
said herleadershipisanchoredinher
understanding of whatit’sliketobe a
volunteer. She keepsherrootsinmind
whileleading, which helpsherbe an ef-
fective communicator and advocate
forall volunteers.

Asked abouther favorite memories,
she said there were too many to pin-
point,but one overarching feeling
comes tomind.

“Iwould sayjustrubbing shoulders

Hubbard
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with all the volunteers,” Hubbard said.
“We’reafamily,andjusttobeableto
have thatcamaraderie and know so
many talented, good peopleinthe com-
munityisaprivilege and alotoffun.”

Although she said the decisionto
cancel thisyear’sevent was heart-
breaking, both economically andin
every other aspect, she wants Chey-
enneresidents toknow thatthe volun-
teersare planning tohelp the city inany
way they canthis summer.

“People put their hearts and souls
into Cheyenne Frontier Days, and soto
have tomake that decision was not
takenlightly,” she said. “We asacom-
mittee, as volunteers, are committed to
ourmission statement, and thatisto
promote economic growthin Chey-
enne, to preserve our history and our
heritage and the education of those
things, soeventhoughthe decisionto
nothave ashowthisyearwasatough
one, we’re stillhere and we’re still
goingtobehere.”

Public Relations
Chairman Mike Smith

: TR Mike Smith
A I joined the Public
K ; E J Relations Com-

g mittee 17-some
yearsagoatthe
suggestion of sev-
eral participating
friends, buthis
first sense of what
itmeanstobea
CFD volunteer
cameevenearlier.

“My wife’spar-
entshadbeenlongtime volunteers on
the art (Western Art Show & Sale) side,
sowhen Imetmy wife, Iwastold I
should volunteer,” he said. “Iwaslucky
enoughtomarryintoa CFD family.”

Inhisnearly two decades asavolun-
teer, Smith has done everything from

Smith
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stocking public and VIP areas tohand-
ingout close to 800 press credentials,
and he said he enjoysitall because of
hislove forinteracting with people.

Growing upin Laramie, several of
Smith’sfavorite CFD memories come
fromheading overthehill asachild for
CFD concerts and otherevents. Butthe
listof favorite memories as a volunteer
isevenlonger.

“Theonesthatstand outare when
we’re able to take sponsors and their
guestsdowntothe chutes duringa
roughstock event, to show people who
haveneverbeentoarodeotogetthat
closetothe animalsand the athletes—
helpingthem have a greatexperience
isawesome.”

Smithsaid he was very disappointed
by the cancellation, but he’s proud of
how the committee handled the diffi-
cultdecision. He’s alsolooking forward
tonotonly abigger and betterevent
nextyear,butbeing abletogive backto
Cheyenne with his fellow volunteers
thissummer.

“We’llhave many opportunitiestodo
things differently with the extratime
we haveto prepare for not only what we
think will be ablockbuster 125th, but
this summerhelping the communityin
otherways,” he said. “I’'mlooking for-
ward to watching that group of volun-
teers come up with waystoengage the
community and still fulfill our mission
of being apositive economicinfluence.”

Rodeo Committee
Chairman Chad Mathews

When Chad Mathews decided toget
involved with CFD 18-some years ago,
he “didn’thave anoption” of what com-
mitteetobeapartof. The answer was
clearlyrodeo.

“I'vebeenaroundrodeoall my life,”
hesaid. “I'verodeoed sinceIwas4orS
yearsold.”

Mathews said he’s worked his way up
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from volunteer-
ingbehind the
scenesand then
gettinginonthe
actioninthe
arena,butthe
specific tasks
haveneverbeen
important. He
justlovesbeing
partofatradition
that’slasted since
theveryfirst

C. Mathews

CFD.

“Itall started withthe rodeo,” he
said. “Thetradition, tome, (isremem-
bering) that... thereisbasically four
groups-rodeo, military/Union Pacific,
the city and Native Americans—and
those fourentitieshave alwaysbeena
partof Frontier Days. Rodeoisone of
the original ones, whichmakesitso
specialtome. It’sthe heartand soul.”

Hisfavorite memories of CFD are
bountiful, butthe one that sticks out the
mostis when Billy Etbauer won the
saddle broncridingtitlein2009.

“Youhearaboutbig crowdnoisein
othersportingevents—yougoto Mile
High and when the Broncos are doing
well, youcan’thearyourselfthink, and
thathappens Saturday and Sunday af-
ternoonsonourarenafloor,” he said.
“When Billy Etbauer won, watching
himride Painted Valley and feeling the
electricity and notbeing abletohear
(wasmemorable).”

“Itwaslikeapunchinthegut,” he
said of being part of the cancellation of
the event,buthe knowsitwastheright
decision. And nextyear, he assured,
willbeevenbiggerand better.

Security Committee
Chairman William
"Buck” Reisner

About2Syears
ago, William
“Buck” Reisner’s
daughterssug-
gestedhe come
withthemtodo
some car count-
ingat Frontier
Park.They’d al-
readybeenout
there with some
friendsandhada
blast,and once
they convinced himtojoin, he did, too.

“Nextthing I know, I’'m on the golf
cartworkingtraffic...and I waslike,
‘Wow, that’s fun,”” Reisnersaid. “On
my days off,I"d go work the park, and it
became something funtodoasawayto

Capsules continue on page 22

Reisner
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getinvolved with the community, meet
folks not only from town but out of town,
outof country,and then youjust start
building camaraderie,and itbecomes
family.”

Reisner was working (he’s sincere-
tired) asa Wyoming Highway Patrol
officer when he first gotinvolved with
Frontier Days, and he saidit’sthat
background in crowd and traffic con-
trol that gave himtheideal experience
forthe Security Committee. It wasn’t
until he started volunteering with CFD
and climbed theladder,however, that
herealizedjusthow much goesinto
keeping all the fans safe—and how vital
the Security Committeeis.

“Now Iseeitfromachairmanview,
and we doalot of behind-the-scenes
work,” he said. “My peoplein the park-
inglot, they’re the folks who getthe job
done, and without them, we can’tdothe
show.”

Thinking back, he said plenty of won-
derful CFD memories come tomind,
but two of his absolute favorites were

taking Frontier Nights performer
WynonnadJudd around the park asher
personal security guard one summer,
aswellasanepictraffic division versus
parking division prank war thatesca-
lated from a super soaker fight to
spraying the traffic folk with the nozzle
ofthe watertruck.

Althoughhe’slooking forward tothe
12Sthanniversary nextsummer,
Resiner wanted tomake one thing
clear: The committeeis alwaysequally
committed to putting on the highest-
quality show possible, regardless of the
circumstances.

“It’sthe 125th, sothere’sgoingtobea
lotof pageantry withit, butreallyit’s
goingtobe anothershow,” he said. “We
workedjustashardonthe123rd aswe
were working on the 124th,and we’re
goingtoworkjustashard onthe 125th.”

Tickets Committee
Chairman John Svoboda

Like many chairmen, John Svoboda
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wasfirstattracted
tothe Tickets
Committee be-
causesome
friendsrecom-
mended hejoin.
Butitwasn’tuntil
hegotinvolved he
realized hisyears
inthe U.S. Air

| Forcegavehim
greatchairman
potential.

“Iwasanofficerinthe Air Force,sol
was drawn toward leadership posi-
tions,” he said. “IfeellikeI have some
good skillstogive to CFD and the com-
munityinthoseregards, soit was anat-
ural fittokeep working my way up.
Whenthere was an opening, I was al-
waysone ofthe firsttojump up.”

The chancetogive back tohiscom-
munity was the original draw of volun-
teering, butthelonger Svobodadidit,
the more friends he made. Eventually,
itdidn’tseemlike an option tonot volun-
teer, because these people were family.

Ladst

Surgery | Sports Medicine | Total Joint

Infact,he gotsoclose tohisfellow
volunteersthathis Tickets Committee
putonhiswedding—justone of several
favorite CFD-related memories.

“Weusedtousefirehosestowashthe
standsbefore the shows, and that was
lotsof fun-lots of water fightsand hav-
ingareally good time with each other,”
herecalled. “Also,just meeting every-
body from all over the world who
comes and being able tohelp themhave
agood time. It’s pretty excitingto...
talk tothem and show them how Chey-
enneisand what Wyomingislike and
givethemthe experience of alifetime.”

Although Svoboda admitshe wasjust
asbummed outastherestofthe com-
mittee tobe partofthe decisiontocan-
celthe show, he thinks this summer will
remind bothlocals and visitors alike
whatthey’re missing.

“What ’'mreally excited aboutis that
evenifitweren’tan anniversary (next
year), thisis an opportunity to show
people how much they take CFD for
granted and how much theyloveit,”
Svobodasaid.

— A s e
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LOCAL RESIDENTS

By Kathryn Palmer
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

We askedlocal residents to share
what Cheyenne Frontier Days means
tothem. Here’s what they said.

Glen Chavez

Local barber and Cheyenne native
Glen Chavezstill remembers the good
old days of the world-renowned Chey-
enne Frontier Days celebration.

Backinthe 1970s, when Chavez was
stillin his coming-of-age years, he and
agaggle of other youngsters per-
formedin the big parade downtown
with agroup called “The Mavericks.”

“Wewere horrible. We couldn’t
march or drum worth anything,”
Chavezremembered, a veneer of nos-
talgia cloaking hislaugh.

“That was also the time tomake alit-
tle money.Iwould walk up and down
the street selling newspapers, shining
shoes—that was before they made you
getapermit,” Chavez said.

It’strue, before the elaborate Fron-
tier Daysheadquarters wasbuilton
the outskirts of town, the bulk of the so-
cialization happened downtown. Now,
Chavez, who has volunteered for CFD
forthe past 20 years, thinks the
“Daddy of’em All” hasbecome too
commercialized.

“Itwasareally good time for the
local people tocome out and get togeth-
er.Now, it’snot somuch. They
switchedit. They took everything from
downtown,” said Chavez, whose youth
isfilled with memories of square danc-
ing performances downtown and an
0Old West-themed fort called “Hell on
Wheels,” which sat near the Indian Vil-
lage in Holliday Park.

“Weused tohave staged hangings,
gunfights—it was ablast,” he said.
“Now, they’ve madeitan enterprise.
They’ve taken away the true meaning
of Frontier Days, whichis all about
honoring the old Wild West way of life
—tolive freely and respect one anoth-
er.”

Despite CFD’sevolvingimage,
Chavezsaid heislooking forward to
nextyear.

Virginia Brinkerhoff

When Virginia Brinkerhoffopened
her clothing store, Just Dandy, nearly
SO0years ago, Cheyenne Frontier Days
was already one of the most highly an-
ticipated annual eventsinthe West.

“Imissthe wilder days. I missthe
block parties downtown,” said
Brinkerhoff, recalling the days when
most of the festivities happenedinthe
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heartofhistoric Cheyenne. “Weused
tohave the country-western dance
clubs-that’s one of my fondest memo-
riesof Cheyenne Day. They didn’t
have such strictlaws about open con-
tainersbackthen.”

These days, “it’schanged alot,” she
said. “Itwent from the Wild West to
the More Calmed Down West.”

Although the party haslargely been
relocated to Frontier Park through the
years, CFDjustkeeps attracting big-
ger crowds from awide range of other
states and countries.

“Wegetalotof worldly travelersin
here-from Australia, Europe and all
over. We’ll miss that camaraderie we
develop everyyear,” said Brinker-
hoff. “My fondest memoryisthe diver-
sity of people who come out here for
(CFD) and want toindulge their curi-
osities aboutthe West.”

For Brinkerhoff, “keeping the leg-
end ofthe Old West alive” is what
Cheyenne Frontier Daysisall about.
“That,and making extramoney.”

Marietta Dinneen

Marietta Dinneen didn’t grow up in
Cheyenne and had only heard about
Cheyenne Frontier Days throughout
herschool daysliving onaranchnear
Saratoga. Thatall changed when she
married intothe Dinneen family —
whose ancestors were involved in or-
ganizing the first Frontier Dayin 1897
—intheearly 1950s.

Dinneen, whoisnow 90yearsold,
hasbecome afixture of the event.

She doesn’tremember too many de-
tails from the Frontier Days festivities
ofthe 1950s orearly ’60s,but she re-
members 1966. That was the first year
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she participated inthe big parade.

“That was before they had tele-
phonestosend their messages up and
downthe parade route,” sherecalled.
“So,myjobwastoride ahorse up and
down the parade route and carry mes-
sagesbetweenthe carriagestomake
surethe timing wasright.”

Since then, Dinneen, and many of
herfamily members, have served
Frontier Daysin numerous ways, in-
cluding amassing amammoth historic
carriage collection.

“Itjustkeeps getting better and bet-
ter—until thisyear, thatis,” she said,
lamenting the pandemic-induced can-
cellation of therevered Cheyenne tra-
dition.

For Dinneen, Frontier Dayshasa
few different meaningsto the city
she’s called home for most of herlife.

“It’sone of the things thatbrings a
lot ofincome to the community,” she
said. “Italsobringsalot of pleasure,
and alot of opportunitiestogetac-
quainted with one another. It’'smajor.”

Carmen Hess

Carmen Hess’ first experience with
Cheyenne Frontier Days was backin
2001 -and it was more hecticthan she
evercould haveimagined.

“They had told me what to expect,
butitblew my expectations,” said
Hess, whohadjust moved from New-
castleto Cheyenne and started asales
jobat Wyoming Home, the Western
decor outlet downtown that she now
owns. “Atthatpoint, we didn’thave a
computerized point of sale, so we were
stillhandwriting tickets and ringing
up ordersby hand. ... Finally getting to
experienceitwasreally cool.”

She’slong since adjusted to the fast
pace of operating asmall business
during the highly anticipated rodeo
event, butshe’s careful toremind her-
selfthat “everyyearis always special
and different.”

Forone, Hess said, Frontier Days at-
tracts people from all walks oflife —in-
cluding celebrities.

“We’ve met some actors and musi-
cians who’ve come intothe store.
That’s always special when they come
inand sometimesrepeattheir appear-
ancesthenextyear,” said Hess, who’s
met the musician Red Steagall and the
actor Martin Kove,among other nota-
blepeople.

Thisyear will be memorablein a dif-
ferent, farless excitingkind of way.
Forthefirsttimein 124 years, Fron-
tier Daysisn’thappening due tocon-
cernoverthe global COVID-19
pandemic.

Capsules continue on page 24



Page 24

Continued from 23

Hess, whois staying opti-
mistic about the negative eco-
nomicimpactofacanceled
CFD, hastaken some time to
reflectonthe meaning ofitall.

“I’snotjustarodeo,it’snot
justaconcert,it’s something
for everyone in the communi-
ty tofeel deeplyinvestedin,”
she said. “It’sacommunity.
It’safamily. It’safriendship.”

Joe Darling

Younever know who you
mightrunintoat Cheyenne
Frontier Days.

Every July-exceptthis
July, of course—the annual
event transformsthelittle city
of Cheyenneinto a sought-af-
ter destination for tourists,
award-winning bull riders
and big-name musicians.

Nineyears ago, Motley
Criie headlined one of the
night shows. Joe Darling, who
is amember of the nonprofit
Old West performance group
known as the Cheyenne Gun-
slingers, had towork during
the concertand was slightly
disappointed tomiss seeing
one of his favorite bands per-
formlive in his hometown.

“Iwenttothe Outlaw Saloon
laterthatnight. T heard people
telling me tomove. I turn
around and see Vince Neil, the
lead singer of Métley Criie,
walking behind me,” said
Darling, who “completely
fanboyed out,” but worked up
the courage totalk to the rock-
er for afew minutes.

“What othertime of the year
otherthan Frontier Days
could thathappen?” Darling
askedrhetorically, still excit-
ed about the encounter almost
adecadelater.

Darlingis well aware of how
magical Frontier Dayscanbe,
celebrity sightings or not. His
earliestmemoriesofitdate
backtothe 1980s, when his
late father, Dick,became one
of the founding members of
the Gunslingers. During CFD,
the Gunslingers dressupin
authentic Old Westgear and,
in full character, mill about
the big crowds.

“Iwasthatkid watching my
dad doit. Ascheesyashe
sounds, he was my hero,” said
Darling, whois now Chief
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This undated photo shows people partaking in nighttime street dancing duringb

Cheyenne Frontier Days at

the corner 17th Street and Central Aveune in downtown Cheyenne. Wyoming State Archives/courtesy

Marshal of the Gunslingers.
“Ijoined acoupleyears after
hepassed away. Ifeltlike I
waskeeping his spiritalive.”
Darling, who has since per-
formed stagecoachrobberies
and other playful vignettes of
0Old Westlife, said that Fron-
tier Days “isthe one week a
year where we kind of feel like
abigdeal.It’sthe one thing
thatputsusonthemap.”

Rory Mack

Winning even the smallest
award canbe athrill. But win-
ning best float of the week
during Cheyenne Frontier
Daysjustmightbe Rory
Mack’sown personal “Daddy
of’emall.”

Mack, who hasbeen volun-
teering with the Cheyenne
Little Theatre for 20 years and
helpsorchestrate the Old-
Fashioned Melodrama per-
formances atthe Atlas
Theatre during Frontier
Days, stillremembers every
detail of winning best floata
fewyearsback.

“Wealwaysbuild afloat
thatties in with whatever
show we’re doing. The year
I’mthinking about, we built
one called ‘Shootout at Sadie’s
Saloon,”” Mack said, recalling
how he and other volunteers
spenthoursbuilding an elabo-
rate setontop of aflatbed

truck. They had actors per-
formingbothinand around
the truck, asthey made their
way through the parade route.

“That’salwaysablasttobe
abletobeinthe parade andin-
teract with the folks who are
watching and doalittleim-
provwiththem,” Mack said.
“Thisparticularyear, we
didn’trealize we’d won. Atthe
end ofthe parade, we were
going downtheroad,and they
stopped us. We wondered why
they were stopping us. They
told ustohead tothe rodeo
grounds, where they would
presentour ribbon for float of
the week.”

Mack, like most Cheyenne
residents, was disappointed
tohear aboutthe cancellation
of Frontier Daysthisyear.
Evenstill, “the show must go
on,” said Mack, who willbe
keeping the spirit ofthe Old
West alive this summer with
performances atthe Atlas
Theatre.

Kris Haberman

Kris Haberman, who owns
Downtown Mercantile in
Cheyenne, hasseen Frontier
Daysfromseveral perspec-
tives.

Originally from Sidney, Ne-
braska, she attended Frontier
Daysafew times when she
was ateenager and young

adult. “Itwas abigparty,”
said Haberman, who remem-
bers,like many others, when
most of the celebration still
took place downtown.

When Haberman and her
family moved to Cheyenne
many years ago, they gotin-
volved with the parade
through their daughter, who
served as Dandy foracouple
ofyears. The Dandies are am-
bassadors for CFD, and rep-
resentthe eventatrodeos,
fairs and other celebrations
across the Rocky Mountain
region.

“Asparents, we participat-
edineveryevent.Itwasalot
of work,” said Haberman,
whorecalled the constant
cycle of washing and ironing
costumes and videotaping the
performances.

Haberman, who’sowned
the store downtown for sever-
alyears, has alsoseen another
side ofthe eventas abusiness
owner. “Notonly does CFD
bringinsales,italsocreatesa
platformtomeet people from
all overthe world,” she said.
“‘I’samazing tome how peo-
plelove Cheyenne and the
whole Frontier Days event.”

What she first thought of as
abigparty during heryouth,
Haberman knows now that
Frontier Dayshasamuch
deepermeaning and purpose.

“There’smoretoitthanjust
aparty,” said Haberman, who

has,inrecentyears,cherished
taking her granddaughterto
CFD andindulging her appe-
tite for carnival food. “The
whole community comes to-
gethertomakeithappen.”

Lisa Marie

“I have seen some fantastic
actsat CFD.Imissed CFD so
much whenIwasstationedin
England (that) Iflewbackto
Cheyenne every summerjust
soIwouldn’tmissit.Itisa
huge partofme.”

Melinda Cummings

Melinda Cummings was
borntocelebrate Cheyenne
Frontier Days-literally.

“My mom wentinto labor at
the parade downtown,” said
Cummings, who has celebrat-
edherJuly 23 birthday at
Frontier Days every year of
herlife. “Everyyear,Ihavea
whole week of celebration for
my birthday. We dothe rodeo,
night shows-wedoitall.I’ve
been celebratingitfor42
yearsthatway.”

When she was akid, the
carnival games and food were
the main draw of Frontier
Days.

When Cummings gotolder,
shebecame moreinterested
inthe mainevent-therodeo.
“Wedon’ttypically travel to
goseerodeos. Wejustsawitat
CFD.We’dgoevery daytosee
the different acts,” including
local champion Brody Cress.

Since having her own chil-
dren, she’sbeen able topass
onherlove ofthose two weeks
inlate July.

“My olderoneis definitely a
night showkid. And my
15-year-oldis definitely more
interested inthe carnival,”
said Cummings, who also
looks forward to the annual
pancake breakfast and riding
onparade floats.

“Thisyear would have been
my son’s first time doing the
parade,” said Cummings, who
added that she’snot sure how
she’ll celebrate herbirthday
thisyear, afterthe COVID-19
pandemic forced the beloved
event’sonly cancellationin
124 years.

“It’snot Cheyenne without
Frontier Days,” she said.
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CFD Hall of Famers reflect on lifetime of memories

By Margaret Austin and Isabella Alves
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Forprobarrel racer and Cheyenne
Frontier Days Hall of Famer Kristie
Peterson, the atmosphere at Frontier
Parkisunlike any other.

Theopenspaces and the adrena-
line fromthe crowd evenled CFD to
becomeherhorse, Bozo’s, favorite
rodeo—and the dynamic duoloved
competing even more whenitrained.

The pairwenton towintitles at
nearly every majorrodeointhe
country, earning the crownat CFD
three timesinarow from 1996-98.
Butevenwithalifetime of rodeoac-
complishments, Petersonsaid Chey-
enne Frontier Days stillholds aplace
inherheart,and she wasinducted
intothe Hall of Fame in 2020.

“I’saveryspecialrodeo.Idon’t
think there’s any cowboy or cowgirl
everthatdidn’tthink thatitwasabig
deal towin Cheyenne,” Peterson
said.

Having persisted throughreces-
sions and world wars overthe past
124 years, CFD didn’tgetthename
“Daddy of’em All” for nothing. The
grand, 10-day display of Cheyenne’s
rich Western history takes countless
hours of planning from more than
2,500 volunteerstopull offeachyear.

From huge night shows with global
phenomenonslike Dolly Parton and
Johnny Cash toworld-classrodeo

A wagon from Walla Walla, Washington, was part of the Cheyenne Frontier Days

events, Cheyenne Frontier Dayshas
becomeknown asthebest10days of
theyearin Wyoming’s capital city.
Andbecause of the economicimpact
from hundreds ofthousands of ro-
deo-goers, theeventhasevenbeen
described asa‘“second Christmas”
forlocal businesses.

Butforthefirsttime sinceitsin-
ceptionin1897,the city willfacea
summer without Cheyenne Frontier
Days.

Forthe people who have dedicated
decadesoftheirlivestotherodeo,
earning spotsinthe CFD Hall of
Fame fortheir contributions, there-
alityisabithardertosoakin.

Peterson said she wentto Frontier
Dayseveryyearuntil sheretired,
and growing up, she would make the
trip up to CFD from Colorado with
herparents. Toher, CFD hasbeena
family affair and waslike ahome-
townrodeo.

When she heard CFD was can-
celed, Petersonsaid it washeart-
breaking. But despite thisbad news,
she said she still plans on making the
trip back to Cheyenne for the 125th
“Daddy of’em All” nextyear.

]

Formanyrodeogoers, whether
they’re participants, volunteers or
attendees, CFD hasbecome an annu-
alactivity.

Marietta Dinneen, whowasin-

Grand Parade on July 20, 2019, in downtown Cheyenne. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file

ductedintothe CFD Hall of Famein
2002,began working with the parade
committeebackin1966.

She’dride up and down the parade
route on horseback, relaying mes-
sagesaboutthe parade statustoother
volunteersbecause they didn’thave
cellphonesorotherelectricequip-
ment, like they donowadays.

Looking atboth the meaning of
CFD andthe seriousness of COVID-
19, Dinneen said she didn’t know
how tofeel when she firstheard of the
cancellation. And while she’llmiss
herfriends and the time they share at
CFD, sherealized the circumstances
were outof anyone’s control.

“Youjustloveitso,and people
come fromall around toloveit,” Din-
neensaid. “Butreally, with this virus

LOOKING FOR YOUR
DREAM HOME?

that’sgoing around, I think it wasjust
adonething that we couldn’thave
Frontier Days.”

Atitscore, Cheyenne Frontier
Days thrives off of big crowds, out-
of-town visitors and camaraderie,
which unfortunately pose public
healthrisks from COVID-19.

Multiple paradesbring the streets
of Cheyenne alive during Frontier
Dayseachyear, whichis when Din-
neen found one of hertrue passions—
historic horse drawn carriages.

Thebigbarrel wagon wheels, cov-
eredtopsand old-fashioned horse
rigsthattravel downthe paved as-
phalt streets of downtown Cheyenne
transport a persontowhatthe city
musthave lookedlikeinits past.

Story continues on page 26
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The strict historical accuracy of
CFD parades couldn’thave hap-
pened without Dinneen’s vision and
execution. Sherealized the carriages
sheloved were beaten and worn
down, soagroup of volunteers called
the Wagon Doctors was formed tore-
store the old wagons for the parades.

Ultimately, Dinneen wentonto
playacrucialroleinthe develop-
ment ofthe Cheyenne Frontier Days
0Old West Museum and its carriage
collection, which boasts more than
160 unique pieces, like the Dead-
wood and Yellowstone coaches.

The museumisopenyear-round,
sobothresidentsand visitors canre-
live the glory of CFD whenever they
please.

“It’sbeenalongtime, butthe car-
riagesreally are quite something.
It’sone ofthe best collectionsinthe
United States,” Dinneensaid.

|

The history of the West wouldn’tbe
complete without the rich history
and culture of Native Americans.

Nestled nextto Old Frontier Town,
the Indian Village hosts daily dis-
playsofhoop dancing, storytelling
and drum circles that Native Ameri-

University of Northern Colorado

EXTENDED
CAMPUS

Same Flat Rate Tuition Per Credit In-State Or Out-0f-State

Native American performers make their grand entrance July 20, 2019, at the
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Cheyenne Frontier Days Indian Village. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file

cantribes didinthe Wyoming area.
Wyomingishometomanytribes,in-
cluding the Northern Arapaho,
Cheyenne, Crow, Blackfeet, Shosho-
ne and other Plains Indiantribes.
Asvisitors walk intothe village,
they’re greeted by various booths
selling Native American wears and
food, while at the center of the vil-
lage,benchesarecircledaround a
center hut and field where perfor-
mances are held throughout the day.

The prosperity of the Indian Vil-
lage wouldn’tbe here today without
the help oflongtime volunteer and
former chairman Del Peterson, who
wasinducted tothe CFD Hall of
Famein 2020.

With Peterson’s directive, the Indi-
an Village begantolook more like
how it doestoday, with culture-rich
entertainment, storytelling and
music, and vendor booths where at-
tendees canbuy Native jewelry and

souvenirs. When he started onthe
committee, the village wasn’t making
any revenue for CFD, and only about
400 people were walking through.

Butnow, “They’re using dancers,
storytellers and flute players, and
theyhave 4,500 people cometothe
concertevery day,” Petersonsaid.
“There mustbe 20 vendor booths
now, andit’samajor attraction. All
thatmoney is going back tohelp sup-
portFrontier Days, and the Indian
Villageisstill free.”

Asmanyknow, Frontier Days
wouldn’tbe possible without the
thousands of dedicated volunteers
thatspend monthsoutofeveryyear
making thisrodeo possible. When
talking with CFD volunteers, it’s
common tofind people thathave do-
nated theirtime formultiple decades.

CFDisthelargestoutdoorrodeoin
the world, butitalsohasone of the
largest groupsof dedicated peoplein
the world —justlike the hall-of-fam-
ersembody.

“That’ssuchafine group of people
thathave been elected throughthe
yearsthathave helped make Fron-
tier Days whatitistoday,and I'mre-
ally pleased tobe partofthat group,”
Petersonsaid.
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Miss Frontier and her lady-in-waiting
will hold on to their titles for next year

atrodeos about Cheyenne Frontier
Days,” Bishop said.

leadership decided toletthem con-
tinue intheir current roles through

anotheryear,they werereally

She said she was able to FaceTime

CFD
ALIVE TODAY

By Isabella Alves
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Despite the event being canceled
forthe firsttimeinits history, the
spiritof Cheyenne Frontier Days
lives on through Miss Frontier and
herlady-in-waiting.

Miss Frontier Bailey Bishop and
Lady-in-Waiting Savannah Mes-

happy aboutit. eachchild at the hospi-
Recently,theyhave “§go what's actually talforthevirtualread-
been doing whatthey ing, whereasifthey
cantorepresent CFD been really cool didthatin person, they
virtually, such as H mighthave only been
using FasllceTime to about fhls WhOIe_ abletoreach ahandful
connectwithkidsat pandemic for meis ofthosekids. She said
children’shospitalsto 5 they’ve alsobeenable
the usual two, due tothe COVID-19 read them storlfes and being able to do tosend grade school
pandemic. talk to them about that virtually, students their auto-
Despite the pandemic, Bishop rodeo. = graphs withinforma-
said they’ve been able to do some “Sowhat’sactually because it actually tion about CFD sothe
pretty cool things already. They beenreallycoolabout ~ has reached alot kidscanstillread
havealready had the opportunityto  this whole pandemic more people ...” aboutit.
represent CFD atthe Fort Worth formeisbeing ableto peopie ... “Iwanteveryoneto
Stock Show and Rodeo and the dothatvirtually, be- Bailey Bishop know aboutrodeo,”
Houston Livestock ShowandRodeo  causeitactually has Miss Frontier Bishopsaid. “Because
earlierthisyearbeforethe pandem- reachedalotmore itcanbelookedatasa
ichit. people than maybe dying sport, whichis

senger will both hold their titles
foranotheryeartorepresent CEFD.
The duowill be representing Fron-
tier Days for three years, instead of

Bishop said she and Messenger
have already had somuch fun trav-
elingandrepresenting CFD, when

evenjustgoing andtravelingtoall
these rodeosthat we normally

would and talking to people that are

SHOP LOCAL,
SHOP SMALL,
SHOP DOWNTOWN CHEYENNE

Downtown Mercantile Boutique & Gift Shop
104 W. 17th St.
www.downtownmercantile307.com

really unfortunate because,inmy
opinion, it’sthe bestsportever.”

Story continues on page 28
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Bishopis from Burns, and comes from a family
ofteam ropersthat have along history with CFD.
Hergrandfather, Cliff “Doc” Bishop, was a steer
roping contestant at Frontier Days and later went
ontobethearenaveterinarian. Her grandmoth-
er, Gerrie Bishop, is also a co-founder of the Cow-
girlsofthe West.

Messenger also comes from afamily rich with
CFD history. Her great-great-grandfather was a
blacksmithinthe Cheyenne area dating back to
1916, and her family has a history with draft hors-
es, which they drive inthe CFD parades.

Each woman tried out for Miss Frontier three
times before landing the title. Messenger said
eversince she waslittle, she alwaysloved the
Western partof everything. She said her family
hasalwaysbeeninvolvedinthe parades,and she
alwaysloved waving to the crowds and beingin
the middle of the community.

Asshegotolder, she tried outtobe aDandy,

Miss Frontier 2020 Bailey Bishop, right, and Lady-In-Waiting Savannah Messenger po
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

“As disappointing, I guess, as it is
(that Frontier Days was canceled
this year), we hoth know how
important it is to keep our community
safe. And so we really respect our
community leaders for the decisions
that they've made.”

Bailey Bishop
Miss Frontier

which she did throughout high school. The Dan-
diesisanequestrian group that serves as good-
willambassadors for the “Daddy of ’em All.”
Being more apart of the Frontier Days scene and
family was amazing, whichled hertointerview
for Miss Frontier.

Bishop remembered traveling to different ro-

deos growing up with her father and brothers
teamroping. She said horses, in general, have al-
waysbeen ahuge partofherlife, and growing up,
she would look up to Miss Frontier as alittle girl
and think “Iwant tobe that person someday.”

“Asdisappointing, I guess, asitis (that Frontier
Dayswas canceled thisyear), we both know
howimportantitistokeep our community safe,”
Bishopsaid. “And so we really respect our com-
munity leaders for the decisions thatthey’ve
made.”

Following all public health orders setinplace,
Bishop and Messenger will still be able to hold the
Little Miss Frontier clinics several times this
summer. The girls will be able tolearn what it
takestobe Miss Frontier,and have ahair and
makeup booth.

“Normally,inthe past, (we would be traveling)
all overthe state, soit’ll be actually pretty unique
tobein Cheyenne for the summer,” Messenger
said.
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Thunderbirds show with additional aircraft still on for July 22

By Tom Coulter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Cheyenne simply won’t be the same this July
withoutits world-famousrodeo. Butatleastone
annualtradition—the U.S. Air Force Thunder-
birds air show-will carry on, perhaps providing
asmall sense of normalcy tolocal residents.

The show, whichissettobeginat9:30a.m.
Wednesday, July 22, will also feature special
demonstrations from other United States Air
Force planes,including the F-22 Raptor, the F-35
Lightning I1, the B-1 Lancer, the B-2 Spirit, the
C-130 Hercules and the B-S2 Stratofortress.

Officials announced earlier this summer the
show would stillbe held at F.E. Warren Air Force

Base, whichlastyearhosted the event for the first
timein 26 years.

The base will open up an area for people hoping
to see the show up close, though all bathroom fa-
cilities will be closed at the base due to precau-
tionsrelated tothe COVID-19 pandemic.
Attendants will have tobring their own water,
snacks, chairs and whatever else they might want
forthe show. For those who don’t want to gotothe
base, most ofthe air show can be seen from other
areasin Cheyenne.

Asinpreviousyears,the F-16 that makes up the
Thunderbirds fleet are slated to perform their
full show following their Monday arrival -July 20
thisyear—to Cheyenne.

Cheyenne Regional Airport Director Tim
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Barth said he was thrilled tohave the additional
aircraft for the show, which will be held despite
the cancellation of Cheyenne Frontier Days
dueto concerns about spread of the novel
coronavirus.

“I’ve seenthe Thunderbirds somany times,
buttoseethat F-22 and F-35S and the B-1 come
in, that’s goingtobe awesome,” Barth said excit-
edly. “We wanted to do this tomake people feel
good and be able to get out and enjoy a sense of
community.”

AirForce Col. Brian Rico, military liaison to
the CFD General Committee, wasrelieved to see
the annual air show continue, maintainingits de-
cades-long streak of performing in Cheyenne.

Story continues on page 31
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“The Thunderbirds have been atradition
in Cheyenne for 60-plus years,” Ricosaid.
“They camein the ‘S0s,and we were one of
theirvery first shows.”

The demonstrations by the aircraft are
something thatcanbring everyone together,
Ricosaid, regardless of their background.

“When you put four planes within tens of
feetofeachother, flying at high speeds, it’s
justamazing to see the precisionthey’re able
tomaintain,” Ricosaid. “It’s one of those
things thatkind of reverberates through your
entire body and mindset when you see those
aircraft going through.”

The Thunderbirds, along with the special
features fromthe F-22s and other planes, will
offer agreat chance for the community to
come together, Barth said, especially after
suchaturbulentyearsofar.

“After everything thiscommunity has
been through with COVID-19, and after what
thenation has been through with (the death
of) George Floyd (in Minneapolis), Wyo-
mingites have avery proudidentity of their
own, and they’ve always wanted to celebrate
during the summer months,” Barth said.

“Ourgoalreally, as acommunity,istotry to
keep asmuch of that Cheyenne spiritalive as
we can through the summer, while recogniz-
ing the hardships that we all went through.”

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds perform July 24, 2019, at F.E. Warren Air Force Base in Cheyenne. That year was
the first time in 26 years the annual Cheyenne Frontier Days air show was held on base. \WWyoming Tribune Eagle/file

CPAs | TRUSTS | CONSULTING

MHP has been involved with Cheyenne Frontier Days for many, many years. Every year,
employees and family attend the rodeo together on Cheyenne Day. A variety of Partners
have served on the Board and been volunteers. Retired Partner, Jim Hearne was inducted
into the Cheyenne Frontier Days Hall of Fame in 2006 for his continuous contributions

throughout the years.

It has always been a privilege to be involved with Cheyenne Frontier Days and show our
support for such a grand tradition and we look forward to the years to come.

314 W 18t Street | mhpllp.com | 307-634-2151
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Looking toward the future

CFD OFFICIALS EYE 2021 WITH
EXCITEMENT, APPREHENSION

By Margaret Austin
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Ascoronavirus cases continue fluctuating
acrossthe U.S., predicting how the situation will
unfold into 2021 isincredibly difficult, especially
when considering an event aslarge as Cheyenne
Frontier Days.

Sofor CFD Presidentand CEO Tom Hirsig,
thinking about the “Daddy of ’em All’s” 125th an-
niversaryis both exciting and nerve-wracking.
While Hirsig said they’re going to face some chal-
lenges along the way, they’re still planning on
holding a great celebration of CFD.

Hirsigstill cautioned, “We have no guarantees
for whatour world is going tolook like.”

CFD hasbeen preparing for the 125th anniver-
sary foracoupleyears,but Hirsig said COVID-19 = — = = : v - :
may cause them toexplorelogistics and other Team ropers charge after a steer July 16, 2019, in front of the new Cheyenne Frontier Days event center at
possibilities for Cheyenne’sbiggest event. Frontier Park. The event center includes the rodeo headquarters, sponsor area and a new rooftop bar that is

Story continues on page 34 available with a premium ticket purchase. Wyoming Tribune Eagle/file
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500 West Walnut Street, Rawlins Wyommg 82301
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Ride In For A Full Service
Oil'Ghange Today!

EVERY GREASE MONKEY FULL SERVICE INCLUDES*

= Change oil (up to 5 quarts) = Check/fill transmission or transaxle fluid
= Install new oil filter = Check/fill differential fluid

= Lubricate chassis = Check engine coolant level

= Check air filter = Check windshield wiper blades

= Check breather element & PCV valve = Check and set tire pressure
= Check/fill power steering fluid = Check all exterior lights

= Check/fill battery fluid = Wash exterior windows

= Check/fill windshield washer fluid = Vacuum interior

*When Applicable

A 16-POINT PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE REVIEW

No Appointment Needed!

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

iB RA7y, 4'
5400 Yellowstone ° Ph: 307-634-3484
1982 2020 -
? 207 E. Lincolnway * Ph: 307-634-2272
Oil Changes & More | YEARS IN CHEYENNE

Mon. - Fri. # 7:30 am - 6:00 pm © Sat. ¢ 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

GET IN. GET OUT. GET GOING.™
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For CFD 2020, staff and volun-
teersbegan planning the eventas
usual before coronavirus hit, but
looking ahead to next summer, the
reality of the situation will play a
roleinplanning.

“Now, we have to plan for maybe
some different options of how we do
business,” Hiring said.

Residentscanexpecttoseea
number of improvements at next
year’seventthat would’ve been
rolled out thisyear. Hirsig said they
were working on abetter way to
bringbusesintothe secured areaon
the west side of Frontier Park, and
they had anew food vendor with ex-
citing, forward-thinking features,
including VIP dining experiences at
the carnival.

While CFD concertgoers
would’ve had the chancetosee
Cardi B and Marin Morris at this
year’sevent, Hirsig said nextyear’s
anniversary might draw some
show-stopping acts, even though
theirbudgetisn’t flush.

“We can’ttypically afford the $4
million cost, but sometimes they’re
willing to come to a special event,”
Hirsigsaid.

WYOMING TRIBUNE EAGLE FRONTIER DAYS 2020 SPECIAL PUBLICATION

In August 2015, Cheyenne Fron

o ‘q &
o bie, 8~

tier Days leaders were in the eary stages of

creating a long-term plan that would bring a new entrance, new buildings, VIP
seating and parking changes to the home of the "Daddy of ‘em All.” CFD officials
worked with Denver-based architectural firm Mundus Bishop to come up with

several proposed initiatives and design drawings. A new proposed eastern entrance

off Carey Avenue on the park’s east side would allow more buses to drop off and
pick up visitors who use public transportation. Cheyenne Frontier Days/courtesy

However, Hirsig said the cancel-
lation has effectively drained CFD’s
savings, which will put them back on
the longterm plan forimprove-
ments at Frontier Park.

“Ourboard of directors have done

really atremendousjob looking at
whathappensifyoucan’thave
Cheyenne Frontier Daysone year,”
Hirsigsaid. “Butthe one thing we
didn’treally calculate was the
money that we saved in the stock

market. Sonotonly dowenotgetto
have the show, but our investments
have dropped almost athird.”

Overall, Hirsigsaid CFD hasa
solid business model that has served
them well, although the utility costs
of keeping Frontier Park up and
running the other 355 daysofthe
yearisanadded costburden, espe-
cially without the 10-day CFD event.

While thereis the possibility of
raising ticket prices, Hirsig saidit’s
likely thatresidents and local busi-
ness may still be struggling finan-
cially when 2021 comes around,
withnosolid predictions of when
life and the economy will return to
normal.

With somany plans and somuch
uncertainty for 2021, Hirsig said
hopefully this experience will make
residents’love and appreciation of
CFDevenstronger.

“Ithink thelittle things thatused
tobother peoplekind of go away,
and I think everybody startslooking
more atthe big picture. Sometimes
people dotake Cheyenne Frontier
Daysforgranted,” Hirsig said
“Hopefully, everybody will look at
Cheyenne Frontier Days-and, real-
ly, all of life—in abigger picture.”

Looking gor\x/ard to

(@Meridian Trust
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MyMeridianTrust.com




SERVING CHEYENN SINCE...

1867

Your Community {§ 1042
Connection | Sheet B

MetalE=
Products, Inc.

J O- E D P Ro D U C E COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL

Wholesale Food Service Suppliers ||  cowpLete service CenTER - ALL MAKES

24 HOURS EMERGENCY SERVICE
309 West 9th St.

Cheyenne, WY 82007 635-9138

| . — . T . 634-5885 ||| EMERGENCY PAGER 633.3367 - 1019 WEST 22ND ST
WyomingTribuneEagle § QI
634-3361 ~ 702 W. Lincolnway

Cheyenne, WY 82001
www.wyomingnews.com
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Cleaners & Tailors
“Serving Cheyenne Since 1944”

“Dry Clean
for the Life of
Your Clothes!”

Cheyenne’s Cleaning Professionals [\ oo o1y seavinc.ouR.cUstOMERs. APPLIANCE

Professional Alterations Sewing & Repairs : ﬂm UT@M@"V . 7 { & TV
‘hirt and Pant Zaundry ' Allﬂzmﬂ& CARDENJ/IESUIBMENT SLM[@ i
Full Laundry Services i AN DISERVIGE! ,
' | Proudly Serving Cheyenne

Dry Cleaning or all laundry needs. 5 i Since 1968
Two Great Locations to Serve You! [ AU TO ELECTR I C INCIRUl  Best Brands Hometown Service
Main Store North Location byt We Service Most Popular Makes of
1026 East Pershing Blvd. 459 Vandehei Avenue, Unit 80 {1} MONDAVY-FRIDAY 7:30AM - 5:30PM M Home Appliances
307-638-8901 307-638-6488 i SATURDAY 8:00AM - 4:00PM . Areas Largest Parts Outlet!
‘ SUNDAY CLOSED '
. . i¥ ‘ 714 Central Ave.
SOOI oo M v SRR | || 600 E. 19" ST CHEVENNE, WY 82001 el
) ft (307) 632-5511 « WWW.AECHEY.COM

8:00-2:00 Saturdays and most other major credit card:
r
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SERVING: CHEYENNE SINCE..

Marv's Place Pawn Shop
223 W. Lincolnway
Cheyenne WY 82001
307-632-7887
"Fabulous Finds for Fabulous Folks!"

Cheyenne's finest selection of
Native American (Navajo/Zuni) made
jewelry plus vintage sterling silver and
turquoise jewelry

BY WYMNMDHAM

2360 W. Lincolnway
Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 778-8877

Well Appointed Rooms

Complimentary Hot Breakfast |

Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

i SRR T IR R

" ! ‘Hw'f i | H 4 |
| 1979

coLDWeELL
BANKCR O

THE PROPERTY

632-6481

Cheyenne, WY
1-800-221-6694

www.propertyex.com

EXCHANGE

il 1980 Pleasing You
'! Pleases Us

634 6433
3233 E. Pershing Blvd.
WALK INS WELCOME

255 STOREY BLVD. [}

Experience Quality Service

HAI-I-E Rls Sen?izgoNow (
REPAIR |

Available
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
AUTO AND MOTORHOME SERVICE

Auto & Small To Medium Trucks!
Tune-Ups & Carburetor Repairs, Automotive
Computer Service, Garrett Replacement Turbos,
Towing Available, Fuel Injection Service, Diesel
Specialists, Engine Rebuilding, All Drivetrain
Repairs, Auto & Light Truck Fleets, Tire Service

Truck & RV Service
* Motor * Electric
* Chassis * Cooling
* Mechanical * Air Conditioning

www.hallersrepair.com

(307 1 78-8880

521 W. LINCOLNWAY
B |

1020 Dunn Ave.
307-634-6608

Lennox Detail and
Glass Center

617 E. Pershing Blvd.
307-634-2373

A locally owned family business that’s

| been serving Cheyenne for over 25 years.

UL
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30 years of Business!

Bridal Boutique will help you look your
best when your dreams come true!

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Phone: (307) 637-6623
611 W Lincolnway ¢ Cheyenne, WY 82001
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Bring your Bucket and
Get a Bucket of Bull

seey
Chd e

— = \ & ‘Servmg the best coffee in town |
-lrﬂ%’ AL O ‘ :
ey cheyenneWY 8203 Hot, 1ced and blended drinks!s bral

(BO75° 4 LP0 | De11c1ous breakfast options &

Call Jodie Today H v MTELE ot B lunchsgqndwmhes'
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e CHEYENNE’S CRAFT cheyenne, wy 82001 (SN
Wil  COFFEE ROASTER W g
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R /ﬂzr:: Come shop with us and sip on a delicious

AL
; -fl;, / !,fi- handcrafted tea or take something to go.

0 e Featuring over 150 herbs, teas

i '1‘13'3 ) and handcrafted herbal products,

e o and a meditation center,

LN .
Il the Hawthorn Tree is a true gem of a store
.\ /" located in the heart of downtown Cheyenne.

';r-;,.;*;n._g:;q .h. 112 E 17th Street, Cheyenne
lil (307) 369-4446

www.hawthorntree.com
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%On“ngﬁglwmws@%gle [ We have over 800 Whiskies, 1800 Wines, plus all your favorites

o g . with Craft Beers, Seltzers and Spirits including Vodkas, Rums,
Tequilas, Cordials, Creams, Schnapps & Liqueurs, plus the absolute
best Premium Frozen Cocktails to Go in the region, Custom made
Gift Baskets, and So Much More!
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STOP BY AND SEE US TODAY'
516 S. Greeley Hwy ¢ Cheyenne, Wyomltr_igr




e
H

% rc-heyenn‘zcom - (307)/638-'3335 2






