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Celebrate Cheyenne’s Sesquicentennial
this Summer with Family and Friends!

FREE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:

JULY 4 Kickoff in the Park
Romero Park, 1317 Parsley Blvd., 11am - 4pm
Celebrate the naming of the city at a ceremony on the banks of the Crow
Creek. Mayor Orr will speak about Cheyenne’s founding, history and heritage.
Activities for kids of all ages; beverage available for purchase, or bring your
own! Annual July 4th fireworks show that evening at Frontier Park.

AUG 6 Interfaith Gathering AUG 10 History Comes Alive!
Celebrating 150 years of faith Historians talk about Cheyenne’s

AUG 7 Meet the Mayors rich and diverse history, heritage
Seven living mayors share their and culture; displays and videos
memories and vision at this AUG 12 Family Day Celebration
roundtable discussion Classic car show downtown; then

AUG 8 Encapsulating Time afternoon of family fun at the park!
Time capsule dedication with AUG 12 Gala in the Gardens
students, Mayor Orr, City Council; A black-tie evening event (paid) at
opening of centennial time capsule; the new Cheyenne Botanic Gardens’
games and displays Grand Conservatory

AUG 8 150th Party on the Plaza  AUG 12 Tap in to History
A birthday party with a huge Downtown pub crawl via the
cake, food, live music, and a trolleys; take in historic buildings
tireworks finale! and maybe a specialty craft brew

Complete list of events with details at

Cheyenne150.com
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FROMTHE EDITOR

sthecity of Cheyenne
‘ \ celebratesits 150th

anniversary this
year, the Wyoming Tribune
Eagle staffsetouttotell
some of the stories and
profile many of the key
figureswhohave had arole
inthe city’s history.

We didn’tundertake this
effort withany crazyidea
that we could provide the
definitive history of
Wyoming’s Capital City.
Rather, we hope this special
section will give yousome
insightinto whatit must
havebeenlike here onthe
high plains backinthe sum-
mer of 1867 and how things
have evolved since then.

Among the stories you
willfindinside are:

B How Cheyenne gotthe
nickname “Magic City of
the Plains.”

B Thereasonfortherise
and fall of the cattle barons,
and theimpacttheyhadon
Cheyennethat canstill be
seentoday.

Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

B The evolution of whatis
now known as F.E. Warren
AirForce Base andtherole
ithasplayed throughthe
decades.

B Stories of many ofthe
well-known politicians,
celebrities and Wild West
figures who have either
visited or called Cheyenne
home.

Ifthese tales whet your
appetite for more, we hope
you’ll visit our website,
WyomingNews.com, where
you’ll findlonger versions
of some of them, along with
additionalimages and other
coveragerelatedtothe
city’sanniversary. Plus,
inside this section, we have
suggested asmall sampling
of some good books that you
canturnto,justaswedid.

We couldn’thave tackled
suchalarge project without
the help of somekey re-
source people inour com-
munity, including:

B Suzi Taylor, Wyoming
State Archivesreference

archivist

H Bill Dubois, local histo-
rian and son of famous
Cheyenne architect
William DuboisII

m Jill Pope, Visit
Cheyenne director of
operations

Oursincere gratitude
alsogoesoutto MonaLee
Pearl, chairwoman of the
Cheyenne 150 celebration
planning committee, and
therestofherteam for all of
the hard work they have put
intothisyear’scelebration.

Wehope you enjoy this
commemorative magazine,
aswell asall of thisyear’s
150th anniversary events.
Seeyouthere!

Sincerely,

Brian K. Martin
Managing Editor,
Wyoming Tribune Eagle
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f- UNCLE CHARLIE’'S: A CENTURY SERVING CHEYENNE

The Galeotos family came to Cheyenne more than 100 years ago with the innovation of bona fide business owners. Gus (Charlie)
Galeotos first introduced the city to a coffee house across from the Cheyenne Railroad Depot and invited his brothers, Sam and
Peter, to join the effort. By 1916, the Galeotos brothers opened a candy company where the Hynds building now stands in downtown
Cheyenne. A fire abruptly destroyed the shop and forced the brothers to relocate next to the Atlas Theatre, where they operated
Athens Candy Company in the area for the next two decades. Offering customers candies and homemade ice cream, they even
made deliveries by horse-drawn wagon. When the company moved to 100 W. 17th Street, a café and delicatessen were added and

- became Blue Bird Café in 1938. A tavern was soon launched when the city began issuing liquor permits. Back then, the cafe offered

\ Pork Tenderloin for $.95 and Chicken soup for $.25.

Now, Blue Bird is Uncle Charlie’s Restaurant, Tavern and Liquor Store. Opened by the sons of Sam and Helen Galeotos in 1976, the
+ family has been serving Cheyenne at 6001 N. Yellowstone Rd. since 1977.

The restaurant has grown substantially since then.

SfWhen it first opened, it was fine dining and well ahead of its time,” longtime general manager Tom Nowak said. “It was table side,
Flambe, Bananas Foster, all that stuff. It has evolved considerably.”

Offering a full-service menu, cocktail bar and package wine, beer and liquor, Uncle Charlie’s is truly a one-stop-shop for celebrations,
get togethers or after-work drinks.

The tavern evinces a casual, pub-style atmosphere with a comprehensive menu including house-made salads, burgers, pasta, sand-
wiches and dozens of freshly made appetizers. Their secret weapon, the Charlie Dip, is a must-try, Nowak said. Open seven days a
week and regularly hosting banquets, rehearsal dinners and appetizer parties, it's one of Cheyenne’s leading spots for large parties
and events for groups as small as 10 and as large as 100. Even private party rooms are available for reservation.

Complete with an extensive bar and more than 900 different labels of fine wines, an impressive selection of craft, imported and do-
mestic beers and collection of premium liquors, Uncle Charlie’s is sure to quench even the most obscure thirst.

[ |
Being a staple in Cheyenne for so long, the restaurant is a regular haunt for many locals, and has served a number of high-profile e
figures just passing through, including governors and politicians during Frontier Days.

“We've kept a non-chain atmosphere over this long of a tenure and we've created a lot of friends in terms of people who've lived here
a long time and they, in turn, bring new people,” Nowak said.

Uncle Charlie's has withstood the test of time to become one of Cheyenne’s oldest and most eclectic local watering holes and eater-
ies.. Whether you'’re grabbing lunch with a friend or watching the game unescorted, “Chuck’s” is there with cold beer and hot wings.




FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2017

CHEYENNE AT 150

By Becky Orr
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Imagine Cheyenne without
ahouse, store, streetoreven
atree.

Addtothatthe absence of
schools,churches and parks
and the almost constant pres-
ence of the wind, and you’ve
gotapretty goodidea what
Cheyenne waslike whenit all
began.

OnJuly4,1867,the spot
that Gen.
Grenville
Dodge,a
chiefengi-
neer forthe
Union Pacific
Railroad,
selected for
the future
railroad town
was partof avast expanse of
windswept prairie.

“There wasnothing here,”
said Jim Ehernberger,alocal
railroad expert. “It was wide-
openrangeland. Alotof maps
showeditasagreat American
desertwithfewtrees. Andit
was Indianterritory.”

The arid desert plain was
home to afew Native Amer-
ican Indiantribes,including
the Cheyenne. Butasfaras
the city of Cheyenne, itall
began with the railroad.

Ifitweren’t for the rail-
road, Cheyenne wouldn’tbe
here today.

Dodge

All about
the railroad

The Union Pacific Railroad
“wasthereason for
Cheyenne’s existence” and
its firstindustry,accordingto
Phil Roberts, a history pro-
fessor atthe University of
Wyoming.

In1867,thousands of men
working for the Union Pacific

Cheyenne got started

The railroad put Cheyenne on the map and is the reason for the city's existence. Gen. Grenville Dodge
picked the spot for a Union Pacific Railroad town in 1867, and the city blossomed almost overnight.
This photograph, taken around 1911, shows the magnitude of the rail yards in Cheyenne and their
importance to the Union Pacific Railroad. \Wyoming State Archives

Railroadlaid tracks west
acrossthe country. They
were partofafeverishraceto
establish the nation’s first
transcontinental railroad
with the goal of reaching the
Pacific Ocean.

Union Pacificleaders sent
Dodgetoscout the vast prai-
riesand peaksinthe West.
Hisjob wastofind the best
cross-country route forthe
railroad west fromthe
Omaha, Nebraska/Council
Bluffs,Iowa, terminal.

Dodge and fellow survey-
orsin 1867 discovered an
“amazing passbetween
Cheyenne and Laramie that
would allow the railroad to
getthrough the mountains
fasterand easierthan any-
placeelse,” said Michael
Kassel, assistant director/
curatoratthe Cheyenne

Frontier Days Old West
Museum.

The surveyorsnamed the
pass Sherman Hill, whichis
the highest point on the first
transcontinental railroad.

The unique geography of
the areaprovides away for
locomotivestocrossthe
Rocky Mountains. The area
iscalled “The Gangplank”
becauseitprovidesalong,
gradual grade fromthe
Plains to the Laramie Moun-
tains. Today, Interstate 80
runs parallelto “The
Gangplank” from Cheyenne
toLaramie.

Dodge envisioned
Cheyenne as animportant
division point on the UPrail-
roadline-adesignation that
meantatown had agood shot
atpermanence.

The place Dodge picked for

the southwest corner of his
cityislocated in south
Cheyenne andis easily vis-
ibleinawide-open areades-
ignated with a historic mark-
er.Theareacanbereached
from Dey Avenue south of
West Jefferson Road, located
onthe southsideofaflat
pathway about 100 yards east
of Dey Avenue.

Dodge platted the site for
Cheyennelargely because
Crow Creek was nearby.

“Heloved Crow Creek
because of the constant sup-
ply of water,” Kassel said.
Steam locomotivesrequired
large amounts of watertorun
successfully.

Afewoptions were avail-
able for possible railroad
routes west. But Dodge se-
lected the bestoption,
Ehernbergersaid. Dodge

chose the route he wanted all
along, one that goes through
Cheyenne.

Physical obstaclesmade
the other westward routes
unworkable.

“They couldn’tgooverthe
Coloradomountains. They
couldn’tgoup through the
South Passbecause they
wanted to maintain a certain
grade by not getting too
steep,” Ehernbergersaid.

OnJuly4,1867,about400
men celebrated the nation’s
birthday atanisolated spot
on Crow Creek setupby U.S.
Army soldiers,according to
thebook “Cheyenne: A
Biography of the ‘Magic City’
ofthe Plains” by Bill O’Neal.

Althoughthereissome
debate about whonamed the
new boomtown, it’slikely the
decision felltothose men
gathered forthe holiday.

Dodge didnot attend, ashe
and othersinhis expedition
group continued tosurvey
thearea.

The soldiersthere had
been assigned to protect
Cheyenne, especially against
therecentactions ofthe ar-
ea’sNative Americans. The
Indians hadKkilled three sur-
veyors workingin Wyoming,
including two who were not
far from Cheyenne.

The soldiers soon would
bestationed at FortD.A.
Russell,located near
Cheyenne.

Construction of the fort,
which would become F.E.
Warren Air Force Base,
beganin October 1867.

The Fourth of July celebra-
tion at Crow Creekin 1867
included speechesby UP
officials. A sense of isolation
was present, too,based onan
accountby Col. Silas
Seymour, an executive with

See Started, pages 6-7
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This view
down 16th
Street likely
was made in
the 1860s.
Early-day
Cheyenne
was a "Tent
City” with a
hodgepodge
of false-
front build-
ings and
shanties
that housed
grocery
stores,
banks, res-
taurants and
laundkries.
Wyoming
State
Archives

Started

Continued from 5

Union Pacific. Yearslater, he com-
mented thatthere wasn’tahouse on
the empty prairieland or even
enoughlumbertobuild ahouse for at
least SOmiles.

Still, any sense of loneliness would
be gone quickly. Within afew days of
the celebration, hundreds of people
arrived in Cheyenne after news got
out thatthe creation of anew railroad
town was athand.

Whenrailroad crewsreached
CheyenneonNov. 10,1867, crowds
of people were waiting for them.
Cheyenne’s population had jumped to
3,000 from the time the route was
announced tothe day tracks arrived.

Almostovernight, tents popped up
thathoused grocery stores, banks,
restaurants and laundries. Dentists
and doctors hung out their shingles.
Enterprising business people built
hotels and boarding houses, some
with wood false fronts and the rest
made of canvas.

Many hastily built shanties cov-
ered the new town, all along whatis
now Lincolnway.

By October 1867, Cheyenne al-
ready had two printing houses, apost
office and atelegraph shop. The town
grew so quicklyitgained the nick-

name of “Magic City of the Plains.”

Tomeethousing demand, carpen-
terstransported wood from other
towns and broughtthem tothe new
city.

UP alsoowned city lots selling for
$150eachinJuly. Butjustthree
monthslater, the price had skyrock-

Pacific route had one thingin com-
mon: the prevalence of Hellon
Wheels towns.

These were “portable” towns that
followed railroad workers fromone
end-of-tracklocation to another.
Operators of Hell on Wheels towns
would dismantle their businessesin

etedto$3,000alot. onelocation when railroad workers
In?f%s bo%lé’, 8"Neal includedacom- mgyedout. They’d stow their build-
mentirom willam . . ingsintheirwagons
Kuykendall, one of “"The wickedness is angd setthem upgagain
Cheyenne’searliest - -
pioneersaboutthe unimaginable and ?gﬂe nexttownonthe
{)1?;1;11;: 01‘);11(;? ofthe appalling. Almost Cheyenne attracted
“Houseswereerect-  every other house plenty thl? n’ﬁtsl;[ busi-
edby day and night,” - P nessmen, but the
Kuykendall wrote. isa drm!(mg saloon, chancetomakeso _
“Sometimes for two or gambling house,  muchmoneysoquick-
three days, there’s not ly from unsuspecting
abreakin the sharp restaurant, dance Upworkersdrew
sound ofhammers.” hall or hawdy.” throngs of the desper-
Lodging wasata atetotownaswell.
premium,asguestsat  The Rev. Joseph W. Cook ~ Murderers, gam-
one Cheyenne hotel blers, thieves,conmen

slepttwotoabed, whetherthey knew
eachotherornot.

On Aug.10,Cheyenneelected H.M.

Hook asmayor and filled many other
offices.

ByFeb. 21,1868, there were 6,000
residentsintown, the Daily Leader
newspaper estimated. However, an
optimistic Grenville Dodge suggest-
edacensusof10,000 people.

Hell on Wheels

Allrailroad towns along the Union

and prostitutes followed onthe Hell
on Wheelscircuit.

The Rev.Joseph W. Cook was
alarmed when he arrivedin
Cheyennejust six months afterits
creation.

“The wickednessis unimaginable
and appalling,” Cook wrote, accord-
ingtoapassage from O’Neal’s book.
“Almostevery other houseis a drink-
ing saloon, gambling house, restau-
rant,dance hall orbawdy.”

Railroad surveyor A.N. Ferguson
hadlittle good to say about Cheyenne

during his visitin 1868. The account
appearsinthe online Wyoming Tales
and Trails publication.

Ferguson wrote thathe saw a
“high-carnival gambling saloon and
other places ofimmoral character.
Vice andriothad full and unlimited
control,” he wrote.

Kassel said lurid stories about the
city were commonin the press.

“Assoonastherailroad gotto
Cheyenne, so did the telegraph. And
thenewspaperreportershereloved
tosend stories back East for publica-
tionin New York, Washington, D.C.,
Boston and even London, England,
newspapers,” he said.

By August 1867,thetownhad a
magistrate,amayor, fire chief, three
police officersand 900 residents.
When the population exploded to
11,000 notlong after, the police force
couldnotkeep up.

“Terrible things were happening to
people who did not have their wits
aboutthemin Cheyenne,” Kassel
said.

Murders were common. “Pistols
are almostasnumerous asmen,” the
editor of the Daily Leader wrotein
1867.“Itisnolongerthoughttobe an
affair ofany importance totake the
life of a fellow human being.”

Notlong after Cheyenne’s creation,
people couldbuyadrinkin70places
intown, according to www.wyo
history.org.

Butsoon, those from Cheyenne
churchesgotinvolved, successfully
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supporting acity ordinance toclose
saloons for four hours on Sunday. The
new law was enforced, but barely.

Still, signs of civilization were
peeping through. The first school
openedin 1867 with 114 pupils.

Tired of crime and mayhem, sev-
eral men formed a Vigilance
Committee in December 1867 toroot
out the riffraff.

“Theydidn’tkeep alistof mem-
bers; they wore masks, and they
didn’ttell on each other,” Kassel said.

Atfirst,these mentried toscare
those whobroke thelaws. Butlater,
vigilantes made good on promises to
hangthe offenders. They summarily
strung up atleast five men before
they putaway their masks. No vigi-
lante was arrested.

Rise and fall
of cattle barons

UP’sdecisiontolocateits route
through Cheyenne and not Denver
helped establish the cattleindustry
in Cheyenne and the rest of
Wyoming, according to www.wyo
history.org.

The cattle baron erain Cheyenne
and other parts of Wyominglasted
from 1868-87 and created fabulously
wealthy men, who showered collat-
eralricheson Cheyenne.

Investing moneyin cattle was con-
sidered a safe, sure way to make
moneyinthe 1870s and 1880s.
Someone whoinvested $4.50ina
full-sized animal, for example,
typically could earn areturn of $30to
$40.

Thelure of easy money gave rise to
cattle barons, many of whom moved
here from the East and from other
countries.

Their wealth contributed to
Cheyenne becoming the richest city
inthe world per capitain the early
1880s. Eight ofits 3,000 residents
were millionaires at one time; most of
them were cattle barons, who built
lavish homes along what’s now Carey
Avenue. Townspeople took to calling
the area Millionaire’s Row.

Allthisended during the devastat-
ing winter of 1886-87. Blizzards and
subzerotemperaturesKkilled thou-
sands of cattle. Many of their owners
lost everything they had overnight.

Mostofthe mansions on Million-
aire’s Row were torn down long ago.

Butthe cattlemen’slegacyliveson
inother ways. Cheyenne was one
ofthefirstcitiesin the United States
tohaveelectriclights, aperk that
apoor municipality could not
afford.

Such wealthy men built a first-
rate operahousein 1881 forresi-
dentstoenjoy,eventhose of meager
means.

They alsoestablished an elite
members-only fraternity called the
Cheyenne Club, ahugebuilding
constructedin1881. Here, gentle-
men dressedin their formal best
could sip only the bestliquor, smoke
expensive cigars and dine on cuisine
prepared by French chefs. The club
coveredablockon 17th Streetand
Warren Avenue duringits short-
lived heyday.

Capitol construction
marks a new era

Formany years, many Cheyenne
residentshad wanted their city tobe
the seat of state government.

In 1886 -fouryearsbefore
Wyoming became a state —the Ninth
Territorial Legislative Authority
approved the construction of a state
Capitolin Cheyenne.

On Sept.9,1886, supporters broke
ground on the site. Hundreds of peo-
ple crowded towatch the cornerstone

layingon May 18,1887.

Local Masons and members ofthe
17thInfantry from Fort D.A. Russell
took partinthe festivities, according
tothe book, “The Magic City of the
Plains.”

Construction of the center section
ofthe state Capitol was finished on
March29,1888.

Thetwowings were addedin April
1890, the year Wyoming became a
state. Construction of the House and
Senate chambers was completedin
March1917.

Frontier Day gives
the city anidentity

Aspectacularmodern event
known as Cheyenne Frontier Days
haditsstartin 1897 asawaytohelpa
city thatwas down onitsluck. After
the cattleindustry wentbustin
1887, Cheyenne was doingits bestto
survive.

Atthe same time, the Union Pacific
Railroad wanted to helpitselfby
helping Wyoming and Colorado
towns along its route. Railroad offi-
cialswanted toincrease the number
of passengers and hired travel pas-
senger agent Frederick Angierto
come up with asolution.

He helped towns develop festivals
that visitors could reach by excur-
sionson therailroad. Although ac-

counts differ,it’sthought thathe
encouraged Cheyenne’sleadersto
organize arodeothat offered events
like horse racing and bucking and
bullriding.

Col. E.A. Slack, editor of the
Cheyenne Daily Sun-Leader, sup-
ported theideaand encouraged other
townspeople to do so, too.

What resulted was the first
Frontier Day on Sept. 23,1897.
William Frederick “Buffalo Bill”
Codyledthe parade.

About4,000 people paid 15 cents
forbleacher seats and 35S cents for
grandstand seating. Admissiontothe
park was free.

Today’s Frontier Daysboaststhe
world’slargest outdoor rodeo and
performances by musical superstars.

In 2016, for example, 259,193 peo-
ple attended CFD events. Visitors
alsoenjoy free pancake breakfasts,
elaborate parades, art shows, an
Indian Village and a free perfor-
mancebythe U.S. Air Force
Thunderbirdsjetflying team.

Atthefirst CFD, cowboyshadto
bringtheirbestbucking horse with
them to compete. Now, professional
cowboys vie for more than $1 million
incashprizes, riding roughstock
provided by CFD under contract with
athird-party contractor.

CFD helped Cheyenne establish an
identity thatis recognized through-
outthe world.

In a light-hearted gesture, the first Cheyenne Frontier Day Committee in 1897 delivered an engraved “resolution of thanks” to a
Capt. Pitcher at Fort D.A. Russell for all of the military’s work on the event, according to the book "Let's Go, Let's Show, Let's Ro-
deo” by Shirley Flynn. Committee members wore fancy top hats and frock coats and hitched a mule to an expensive phaeton

carriage and a team of oxen to a top-of-the-line luxury coach. Wyoming State Archives
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150 years of Cheyenne: Key events

July 4, 1867 - The site for Cheyenne is
selected by Gen. Grenville Dodge. Dodge
was the chief engineer for the Union Pacific
Railroad and selected the site for a division
point because of its location at the foot of
the Rocky Mountains. From that point on,
the trains would need to do serious climbing
to get through the mountain passes. As
construction of the railroad moved closer to
the site, the city’s population grew rapidly to
accommodate workers, and the legal and
shady industries that could profit from
them. Nearby, Fort D.A Russell was estab-
lished on the same day.

Aug. 10, 1867 - Cheyenne elects a govern-
ing body, with H.J. Hook as the first mayor
and Ed Melanger as the first city marshal.

September 1867 - Construction of Fort
D.A. Russell begins. The fort was created to
protect the Union Pacific Railroad and was
named for Union Army Gen. David A.
Russell. Russell lost his life in the Civil War
when a piece of shrapnel hit his heart during
a battle in the Shenandoah Valley in 1864.
Records show that temporary log huts for
enlisted men were finished in September,
with more permanent accommodations
going up in October and November. Unlike
Cheyenne, the development of the base was
an orderly one, with several phases and

many permanent structures. A site was also
selected for Camp Carlin between Cheyenne
and Fort D.A. Russell. The camp provided
supplies to several forts.

Sept. 19, 1867 - The Cheyenne Daily
Leader is first published. The Leader was
the first newspaper in the city and a direct
ancestor of the Wyoming Tribune Eagle. The
first issue was just four pages, with single
issues costing 15 cents and yearly subscrip-
tions totaling $12. The second newspaper
started in the city was The Frontier Index,
which followed the Union Pacific west via
the railroad.

Sept. 29,1867 - The Rev. WW. Baldwin, a
circuit minister from Colorado, conducts a
First Methodist worship service at city hall,
and the Methodist Society is established. In
1869, church members bought two lots
from the Union Pacific Railroad for $1 and
built a white-frame church on 18th Street.
A new church made from red sandstone was
built in 1890 at the same location. The new
church - still used today - was dedicated on
Easter Sunday, April 14,1894.

1883 - St. John's Hospital is built for
$21,000 on land donated to the city by the
railroad on 23rd Street. This was the first
permanent hospital built in Cheyenne. Tt

was replaced in 1922 with Memorial
Hospital. After changes in ownership and a
merger with the DePaul Hospital, the name
was changed to Cheyenne Regional Medical
Center in 2006.

November 1887 - The Union Pacific Depot
is completed. By this point, Cheyenne had
become a bustling city, with several large
buildings. To keep up with growth, the
railroad agreed to build the sandstone
structure we see today at a cost of
$100,000. The building was designed by Van
Brunt and Howe of Kansas City. Work start-
ed in 1885, and when it was finished, the
structure could be seen from around the city.

March 29, 1888 - The center section of the
Wyoming State Capitol is completed. The
Capitol was made possible by an act of the
legislative assembly in 1886. Built in parts,
the structure imitated the classic design of
the U.S. Capitol and featured a gold-leafed
dome. The wings of the building were com-
pleted in 1890, the same year the state was
admitted to the union.

Sept. 23,1897 -The first Cheyenne Frontier
Day is held. This single-day event would
eventually grow into the multi-day spec-
tacle seen today. Organized by city leaders
on relatively short notice, visitors came

from around the West. Their numbers were
boosted by the decision of local business
and schools to close, leading to a pretty
hefty group in attendance. Admission to
Pioneer Park was free for the event, though
those looking for a seat would have to pay
15 cents for bleacher seats or 35 cents for
grandstand seats. The first Frontier Day
shared some of the pageantry of today's
version, but included a wide variety of
events and spectacles closer to a Wild West
show than the organized rodeo seen today.

Nov. 20, 1903 - Tom Horn, a cowhoy, for-
mer Pinkerton detective and notorious stock
detective, is hanged at the courthouse in
Cheyenne. He was found guilty of shooting
and killing 14-year-old Willie Nickell. Horn
maintained his innocence, but was hanged
on a gallows in the county courthouse.

1908 - Offices are converted to the Atlas
Theatre. The construction of the original
building could be as early as 1887 or as late
as 1888. What is clear is that the building
originally served several purposes and was
later converted by architect William Dubois.
The final product could hold 550 people and
featured a stage, penny arcade, confection-
ery and soda fountain. That version closed in
1929, reopening as The Strand Movie
Theater until 1955, and then the Pink Pony
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Nightclub. The building is currently owned by
the Cheyenne Little Theatre Players, who
formed in 1927. They bought the theater in
1971 after leasing it for some time.

March 9, 1911 - The Plains Hotel opens in
downtown Cheyenne and impresses guests
with plush carpets, tile floors and genuine
marble appointments. Each guest room had a
telephone and access to a bathroom.

Oct. 31, 1913 - Cheyenne hosts a ceremony
at town hall "welcoming"” the Lincoln Highway
to Wyoming. Travelers from the East had
been coming through the Cheyenne area for
generations, but the Lincoln Highway finally
offered a paved and consistent route. Visitors
from the big cities of the East were looking to
experience the wide-open West in their new
cars on the road. Wyoming was at the top of
their lists, and with routes to Yellowstone
National Park and Devils Tower added shortly
after, the state quickly became a popular road
trip destination - even as that term was still
inits infancy.

Sept. 8, 1920 - The first flight of the
Transcontinental Airmail Route lands in
Cheyenne. With this, the Cheyenne Airport
became part of the Chicago-to-San Francisco
leg of the Columbia Transcontinental Airmail
Route. The airport was the highest point on
the Transcontinental Air Mail route and was
known as the most difficult. Only 14 other
airports in the country were designated as
airmail stations.

Jan. 2, 1949 - A massive blizzard hits
Wyoming. The storm raged across the state in
one form or another for nearly two months.
Snowdrifts were reported up to 20 feet high,
and the average temperature was consis-
tently below zero. By its end, it had killed 17
people, 55,000 head of cattle and 105,000
sheep.

1957 - F.E. Warren Air Force Base becomes
the country’s first operational Intercontin-
ental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) unit, responsible
for 24 Atlas missiles, ready to be launched
from above-ground silos in eastern Wyoming,
western Nebraska and northern Colorado.

Oct. 3,1964 - "Cheyenne Autumn” premieres
in Cheyenne at the Lincoln Theater. The John
Ford-directed Western premiered here thanks
to work from and negotiation by then-Mayor
Bill Nation. The event featured appearances
by actress Carroll Baker and James Stewart,
and saw 200 journalists from around the
world come to report on the action.

July 1968 - The first Taco John's taco stand
is opened by John Turner. Turner, a young
restaurateur in Cheyenne, came to business-
man James Woodson looking for a new build-
ing as an upgrade to his taco stand. He needed
it fast, as he wanted a solid location for before
the annual Cheyenne Frontier Days crowd

came to town. Woodson asked his friend
Harold Holmes for help, and he offered to
modify a camper into a food truck. Business
was booming during CFD, and after making
several more trucks, Holmes and Woodson
bought the franchise rights in 1969. They
named their restaurant after the first store
owner - John. Currently, Taco John's has
restaurants in 25 states and is one of the
largest fast-food Mexican restaurants in
America. The company’s headquarters is still
located in Cheyenne.

Aug. 1,1985 - Known as The Flood of '85. Six
inches of rain fell on Cheyenne during the
evening hours when a super-cell thunder-
storm parked over the city. Creeks swelled to
the size of rivers, and streets filled with water.
Inall, 12 people died and 70 people were hurt.
The storm would have lasting impacts in the
city, as stormwater control became a major
issue in the following generations. That legacy
goes through the rededication of Pando Park
as a retention pond to the present-day debate
over the downtown Civic Center Commons
project.

April 22,1990 - Citizens bring an initial
proposal for a recreational trail in Cheyenne.
In honor of Earth Day in 1990, a group called

the Crow Creek Greenway Committee
brought the idea of a trail through the city
forward. This plan would eventually grow into
the current Greater Cheyenne Greenway
system, which stretches 37 miles around the
city.

March 3, 2006 - The Cheyenne Depot
becomes a national historic landmark.
Wyoming state and federal representatives
were present at a special ceremony for the
event. The designation came after a signifi-
cant restoration and the building becoming
the home of the Cheyenne Depot Museum.
Thanks to that restoration, and a change in
ownership to the city and county in 1993, the
Cheyenne Depot is once again a popular
meeting spot and host location for community
events like concerts and farmer's markets.

Oct. 15, 2012 - NCAR-Wyoming
Supercomputing Center opens near
Cheyenne. The first computer housed at the
National Center for Atmospheric Research
Supercomputing Center was Yellowstone,
which was used by scientists across the
nation to study weather, oceanography,
pollution and much more. At the time,
Yellowstone ranked among the 20 fastest in
the world and was joined by the Cheyenne
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computer in 2017, which was 2.5 times more
powerful. The center’s completion marked a
change in Wyoming's economy toward digital
services, thanks to a cooler climate, tax code
benefits, and utility infrastructure in the form
of cheap electricity.

June 1, 2016 - Cheyenne Public Safety
Center opens. Funded by $25 million in sixth-
penny sales tax revenue, it currently houses
all Cheyenne Police Department and county
dispatch operations, Cheyenne Fire and
Rescue administration and the city’s
Emergency Operations Center. The interior
features metal beams and brick pillars from
the original 1920 structure and has space
open for future growth.

Nov. 8, 2016 - Marian Orr is elected as the
first female mayor of Cheyenne. Orr worked
as a lobhyist in Cheyenne before her election
and ran on a campaign of servicing the city’s
needs before its wants. After former Mayor
Rick Kaysen announced he would not seek
re-election, 10 candidates formally filed for
the open seat, with the two women in the
race advancing to the November general
election. Orr won a narrow victory over
Amy Surdam, pulling in 559 percent of the
vote.
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Cheyenne’s industries evolve,
but still rely on original ideas

By Joel Funk
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Cheyenne’sbiggestindustries
have changed and evolved through
time. Even so, the forcesthat created
the city continue to drive the local
economy 150years afterits founding
in subtle and not-so-subtle ways.

For example,none of the industries
thathave come to define Cheyenne
and its workforce would have been
possible without the railroad. From
that, it developedintoamilitary com-
munity, briefly saw a cattle boom and
established itself as the capital of
what would become the state of
Wyoming.

Today,its physicallocationasa
travel corridor, as well asits proxim-
ity to the growing Colorado Front
Range, continues to make Cheyenne
thrive. And while many communities
inthe state fallinto a constantboom-
and-bustcycle, Cheyenneis more
insulated from the market forces.
Thus, it continuesto grow, and lead-
ers are optimistic about the historic
city’s future.

Transportation and
economic corridor

Cheyenne was foundedinthe 19th
century because of its geographic
location. Asthe nation looked tobuild
the railroad that would connect the
easternand western edges of the
continent, the areathatbecame
Cheyenne was found tobe a gateway
through the Rocky Mountains.

“Therailroad came through, which
created the city of Cheyenne, which
created the territory of Wyoming —
there’sno question about that,” said
Rick Ewig, associate director of the
American Heritage Center atthe
University of Wyoming from 1997 to
2016.

Cheyenne would grow rapidly toa
population 0of4,000 within a few

Workmen from the Union Pacific Wheel Shop pose for a photo around 1890. The UP

selected Cheyenne as the location for the depot, necessitating shops such as this
one, which were big job creators at the time. Wyoming State Archives

A Fort D.A. Russell soldier poses with a
caisson-wagon and mule in the 1920s.
Wyoming State Archives

monthsofitsfounding. Like all
such end-of-the-tracks towns, local
businesses started providing ser-
vices for workers. Being alocation
for amajor depot and repair shops
ensured Cheyenne’s future asan
importantrailroad town, according
toauthor Gregory Nickerson online
atwww.wyohistory.org. Inaddition
tothose supplying basic materials
and services, entertainmentbusi-
nessesthrivedin Cheyenne’s early
years, Nickerson wrote.
Againbenefiting fromits designa-
tion asa Midwest travel passage,

The first flight of Central Air Mail in
Cheyenne on May 31, 1926.
Wyoming State Archives

Cheyenne eventually became one
of 14 terminal cities forthe Trans-
continental Air Mail Service after a

$400,000 congressional appropria-
tionin May 1920.

“The airmail started coming
through Cheyennein 1920,and then
you have airlines cominginthelate
1920sand’30s,” Ewig said.

While transportationisn’t
Cheyenne’sbiggestemployment
sectorin2017,itcontinuestobea
driving factorinthe city’s success.
With the growing Colorado Front
Range, Cheyenne’sindustries are
alsodriven by outside forces, said
Randy Bruns, Cheyenne LEADS
chiefexecutive officer.

“Cheyenneis very well-situated in
transportation corridors, which are
economic corridors,” he said.

Today, sectors such as warehouses
and distribution, technology and
datacenters, entrepreneurial small
business ventures, health care, man-
ufacturing, mining, retail and others
are employing thousandsin
Cheyenne. While some of these
might seem unrelated to the early
railroad days that built the city,
Brunssaid they show Cheyenne
continues tobenefit asatransporta-
tion hub.

A military community

Astherailroad was developing,
native people inthe West were un-
happy about the encroachmenton
theirlands. Thisled tothe establish-
mentof military outposts along the
railroad’sroute,including Fort
D.A.Russell, with the site being
choseninsummer 1867 onthe
same day the city of Cheyenne was
designated.

“Whathasreally helped Cheyenne
tobeasgreatasitisisthat,shortly
after Cheyenne was founded, Fort
D.A.Russell was founded as well,”
Ewigsaid. “(The military outpost
andrailroad) are sointertwined as
far asmaking them both more of a
success than they would have been
ontheirown.”
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Shortly after Fort D.A. Russell was
foundedand therailroadarrivedin PAST 50 YEARS OF LARAMIE COUNTY INDUSTRIES
Cheyenne, the Army founded the
Camp Carlin freight depot. Hundreds " -
of soldiers posted at the fort and camp 1969 1977 1987 1997 2007 2015
~including three companies of Total 28,151 36,652 43,181 50,275 61,206 66,805
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thelocal economy. Ton 5 I . . )
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vices for the military and railroad and local 9,475: Retail government government
industries as well. Merchants, gam- government 5,671: State 7,289: State . 7,075: Retail 7,149: Retail
blers,lawyers, accountants, clerks Lt and local and local LR : .
and more came to Cheyenne to make ,958: Retai government government and local 4,385: ot :,747. ot
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WarImade Fort D.A. Russell one rOO3: Military c;r . a;] d zi cial assistance
ofthe largest military posts of the assistance 4,397:

early 20th century, writes author
Marguerite Herman for website
www.wyohistory.org. Thatbroughta
greatboosttolocalindustries during
the time, with public transportation
routes taking soldiers from the fortto
Cheyenne’s downtown.

But the fate of the military outpost
changedinthe mid-20th century.
Afterbeingtransferredtothe U.S.
AirForcein1947,it wasrenamed
F.E.Warren Air Force Base. This
evolutionled toitbecoming one of the
biggest missile-commandbasesin
the United States. The decision to
repurpose the outpost wastied tothe
factit waslocatedin a metropolitan
city with diverse support sectors
forits service members, further
demonstrating areciprocal relation-
ship between Cheyenne and the
military.

A cattle boom and bust

Therailroad brought anotherin-
dustry boomto Cheyenneinits for-
mative years: cattle. Some cattle
grazing already took placeinthe
prairie around Cheyenne before
1867.Butby 1871, around 60,000
cattle grazed within 100 miles of the
city,accordingtoanarticle by
Samuel Western on Www.wyo
history.org. Inthe decade between
1870and 1880, a history written by
the Centennial Historical Committee
publishedin 1967 found “literally
millions of cattle” came through
Wyomingin an erawhen “Cheyenne
wasregarded as Wyoming, and
Wyoming wasregarded as

*First year official and consistent eco-
nomic data available for Wyo. counties

Cheyenne.”

The cattle boom brought enormous
wealth tothe Wyoming territory,
with Western reporting cattle in six
counties were worth nearly $7 mil-
lionin1882.

Though the industry would bust
because of anumber of complicating
factorsinthelate 1880s, great
wealth was brought to the city
through the cattle boom. Thisledin
parttoestablishing Cheyenneasa
capital city.

The capital city
on the plains

Cheyenne’s destiny as the capital
city of Wyoming was tied tothe indus-
triesthatbrought wealthy easterners
toitsisolatedland.

“Theterritorial government
was located here (because) the own-
ersofall those cattle— (who) were
using free public range and not pay-
ing for anything except for the cattle
themselves-wanted tobein close
proximity tothe government,” said
Phil Roberts, UW professor of
history.

While some wanted to see the capi-
tallocated elsewherein the future,
Cheyenne prevailed inbecoming the
center ofthe territorial government,

**Most recent year official and consistent
economic data available

Ewigsaid.

“This would certainly have hurt
Cheyenne and helped the city that
became the capital otherwise,” he
said.

“It’sseen asfortunate Cheyenne
remained the capital, because inter-
estsinother communities were real-
izing it would help their communities
tohave the capitallocated there.”

In2017,local, state and federal
governmentjobsare the largestem-
ployerin Laramie County.

Wyoming's first female secretary of
state, Thyra Thomson, shakes hands
with Rep. William Harrison in front of
her state Capitol office. She remained in
the position for almost 25 years.
Wyoming State Archives

Construction

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

The future of
the Magic City

The stateis still subjecttothe
whims of energy commodity mar-
kets,but Cheyenne’s diverse indus-
trial profile haskeptitrelatively
insulated from such economic dis-
tress, said Wenlin Liu, state of
Wyoming Economic Analysis
Division chiefeconomist.

“Thelarger proportion of the gov-
ernment sector,butalsolessinthe
mining sector, means the Laramie
County economy avoids alot of these
boom-bust fluctuations,” he said.

Time will tell what’s to come for
Cheyenne’sindustries.In2017,
Brunssaid optimism remains high
the city should continue to grow.
However, forthattohappen, he said
the younger generation now entering
the workforce will have to play the
same role as many of Cheyenne’s
foundersto furtherits continued
success.

“Ifyoulook at Cheyenne’searly
history,alot oftheleadershipinthe
community tended tobe reasonably
young people,” he said. “Weneed to
make sure we create opportunities
for our young population toassume a
lotofthose civicleadership rolesin
the community.”
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CHEYENNE, MILITARY
BASE GROW TOGETHER

By Sarah Zoellick
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Cheyenne andthe U.S.
military base toits west
have grown up together
during the past150 years
afterliterally being estab-
lished on the same day.

Thecityand FortD.A.
Russell, asit wasinitially
named, each started off with
ramshackle structures and
unknown futures, as work-
ers and soldiers set up camp
here tocontinue building
and protecting atransconti-
nental railroad authorized
by the
Northern
Congress
duringthe
CivilWar.

Boththe
city and fort,
now named
FrancisE.
Warren Air
Force Base, stayed their
respective courses, chang-
ing and adapting over time.
And as the mission and pur-
pose of one hasevolved, so
hasthe other.

While Cheyenne has
grown from a pop-up tent
cityalongtherailroad tothe
capital of the 44th state to
enter the Union, the base
has seeninfantry, cavalry
and field artillery units
make way for missiles when
the Army made way for the
AirForce.

Flimsy wooden structures
and crudelog cabins erect-
ed before the base became
official eventually were
replaced with majestic
brick buildings and homes
thathave stood the test of
time and still serve asthe

Warren

An infantry bandsmen inspection at Fort D.A. Russell in the

1920s. Wyoming State Archives

residences and workplaces
of some of the country’s
militaryleaders.

Thebasebecamea
National Historic Land-
markin 1975 after previ-
ously beingentered onthe
National Register of
Historic Places.

“Howmany Air Force
baseswill be turning 150in
the near future?” said Paula
Taylor, director of the
Warren ICBM and Heritage
Museumat F.E. Warren Air
Force Base. “This opportu-
nity thatwe have hereis
very unique, andit’s some-
thing that we should all
acknowledge and treasure.’

Althoughinitially plotted
asaposttoprotectrailroad
workers from Native
American attacks, Taylor
said the fort went on to sup-
portmany other wars and
insurrections and anything
the American military was
involvedin going forward.
Thatincluded the Spanish-
American War, World WarI
and World WarII.

y

Early history

The U.S. Army started
FortD.A.Russellin1867 to
offer protection fromNative
Americansastherailroad
took shape here,in what was
known atthetime asthe
Dakota Territory.Itwas
named after Gen. David A.
Russell, anofficerkilledin
action while fighting for the
Union Army inthe Civil War.

“Weoriginally had wood-
enstructuresthat were
considered deplorable,
accordingtoamajorwho
was sentouttocheckoutthe
quality of housing,” Taylor
said.

“Hehadthebestroomon
postwhen he cameto stay,
and they only allowed him to
stayinitonce they scooped
allthe snow out of'it,” she
continued.

“Attheend ofhisreport,
hesaiditwasthe mostde-
plorable housing he’d ever
seeninthe military,and
that, yes, something needed

tobedone. ... (But) they
wouldn’tdo anything ini-
tially because we were nota
permanent post.”

The firsttroops tobe sta-
tioned atthe fort worked as
railroad patrol, watching
overrailroad construction
workers and serving as
escorts.

“Ourinitial use, or mis-
sion, wasto protect the rail-
road workers as they built
therailroad across
Wyoming, and then we sup-
plied supplies fromthe
railroad up the Bozeman
trail for the Indian wars,”
Taylorsaid.

Author Bill O’Neal, in his
2006 book, “Cheyenne: A
Biography of the ‘Magic
City’ of the Plains,” wrote
that one of Cheyenne’s sur-
veyors found the body of
another surveyor, riddled
witharrows,onJuly 18,
1867, about 6 miles east of
town, presumably killed by
Arapahoe Indians. And
earlier that month,on July S,
tworailroad employees
reportedly werekilled ata
ravine of Crow Creek.

O’Neal quoted Francis E.
Warren, for whom the base
currentlyisnamed, as say-
ing nearly SOyears afterhis
1868 arrival here that
“Cheyenne was then acity
of shanties and tents, camps
and covered wagons,” and
“the prevailingideaseemed
tobe thatin six months
hardly a stake would be left
tomark thelocation of (it).”

Despite those preconcep-
tions, though, the city and
base formed an early bond.
O’Neal noted that the Daily
Leadernewspaperin
Cheyenne saidjustayear

Camp Carlin:
Forgotten
supply depot

A once bustling but now long-lost
Army supply depot dubbed Camp
Carlin was located halfway
between Cheyenne and Fort D.A.
Russell shortly after both came to
be.

The supply post, situated near the
Union Pacific Railroad lines and
Crow Creek, officially was called
the Cheyenne Depot, but some
suspect that got confusing as the
train depot downtown took shape.
It is thought to have been called
Camp Carlin, or Camp Carling,
after its first leader, Lt. Col. Elias B.
Carling of the Army Quarter-
master Corps.

Camp Carlin eventually became
the country’s second-largest
quartermaster depot, sending food
and other military supplies by
wagon train to 12 Army posts and
three Indian agencies - some being
hundreds of miles away from here.

Unlike Fort D.A. Russell, Camp
Carlin was manned by hundreds of
civilian personnel, which included
teamsters, packers and laborers.
The camp was composed of 16
large warehouses and many shops
for blacksmiths, saddle makers,
carpenters and more. More than
100 wagons and five pack mule
trains operated from the depot,
and 1,000 mules were often
housed in the corrals.

The camp was ordered to be aban-
doned in 1890 after most Indian
tribes began living on reservations
and many Army posts in the area
closed. Only a small stone marker,
standing where the camp's flag
pole used to be on what is now F.E.
Warren Air Force Base, remains.
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after the fortand city cameto
be that, “One of the most
importantadjunctstothe
prosperity of Cheyenneis
FortD.A.Russell.”

The postbecame a perma-
nent Army installationin
1884 when the U.S. Depart-
ment of War designateditas
suchbecause ofits strategic
location on amajorrailroad
halfway between the Mexico
and Canadaborders. It was
atthattime that the brick
structures stillin use on
basetodaybegantobe
constructed.

The oldest structures still
onbase, dubbed “dollhous-
es,” continue to house mili-
tary families stationed here.

“Asfunding became avail-
able,and (based on) what-
ever plans thatthe quarter-
master had onfile that were
approvedtobeused, they
would build new structures
eachyear,” Taylorsaid.
“(That’s) why there are dif-
ferent plans at differentends
ofthe post.”

The country’s War
Department reportedly
spent $400 on trees and
bought S0 bushels of grass
seed from Omaha to beautify
the permanent post.

Some noteworthy histori-
calresidencesonbaseare
those of Gen. JohnJ. “Black
Jack” Pershing, son-in-law of
Francis E. Warren; Gen.

The Warren ICBM and Heritage
Museum at F.E. Warren Air Force
Base is open to the general
public. The museum, which turns
50 years old this year, features a
dress uniform of David A.
Russell, for whom the original
post was named, along with
Francis E. Warren's writing desk,
a trunk of his daughter's, and
various missile memorabilia and
uniforms.

The museum is open Monday-
Wednesday and Friday from

9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Thursday from
1p.m.-4 p.m. It is closed week-
ends and holidays. To schedule a
visit, which must be done at
least 48 hours in advance,
contact museum director Paula
Taylor at 307-773-2980 or

by email at paula.taylor.l@us.
af.mil.

William “Billy” Mitchell,
whom the Air Force recog-
nizes as the “Father of Air
Power”; and Gen. Mark
Clark, whocommanded
Allied forcesinItaly during
World Warll.

Other famous figures who
have spenttime atthe base
through the years are singer-
songwriter Neil Diamond,
whose father was stationed
here;legendary Rat Pack
member Sammy DavisJr.,
whowas stationed here after
being drafted into the Army

in 1944; country music sing-
er-songwriter Chris LeDoux,
whose father also was sta-
tioned here; actor James Earl
Jones’ wife, actress Cecilia
Heart, who wasbornonbase;
Gen. Benjamin O.Davis Sr.,
the firstblackmantobecome
ageneralinthe U.S. military;
and Maj. Walter Reed, who
wasinstrumental in estab-
lishing the U.S. military’s
medical corps.

“Themedical corps wasn’t
established until 1889,”
Taylorsaid,adding thattwo
posts were chosen for for-
mally training them: Fort
D.A.Russell and another
post.

“Sowe’re the beginning of
the medical corps,” she said.
“That’s why he washere. We
officially trained the first set
of medical hospital stewards
(nurses).”

Eachyear,the publiccan
tour afew of the historic
homesatF.E. Warren Air
Force Base during Fort D.A.
Russell Days, acelebration
ofthe base’s history that
takes place during the first
weekend of Cheyenne
Frontier Days.

Modernizing
the mission
FortD.A.Russell’smission

providing protection from
Indians continued until the

Fort D.A. Russell barracks, buildings 220-232, circa 1910. Stimson Collection/Wyoming State Archives

Three men in a cherry picker
bolt together the Minuteman
display at the Warren Air Force
Base main gate in June 1964.
Wyoming State Archives

postbecame an artillery
training centerin 1900.

Inthe 1930s, as America
entered World WarII, the
posttransitioned to serving
asaQuartermaster Training
Center forthe Army.

The postalsohoused near-
ly 1,000 German and Italian
prisonersof warin 1943,
some of whom died and were
buriedinthe cemeteryon
base.

President Herbert Hoover
renamed the post Fort
Francis E. Warrenin1930to
honorlongtime Wyoming
U.S.Sen. Francis Emroy
Warren, a Massachusetts
farmboy and Civil Warvet-
eran whomoved to Cheyenne
in 1868 atthe request ofhis
hometown friend, AmasaR.
Converse.

Warren, a Medal of Honor
recipient, grew intoone ofthe
mostinfluential political and
economic figuresinthe city
and state’s history, taking on
several leadership positions
atvariouslevelsof govern-
ment-including mayor of
Cheyenne, territorial gover-
nor and the first governor
ofthe state of Wyoming —
before beingnamed to fed-
eral office. Hethenservedin
thatcapacity, thoughnot

Examples of the three different
missiles that F.E. Warren has
been responsible for can be seen
today right outside the base
entrance. WTE/file

continuously, fornearly 40
years.

“(We) should have been
closed down, butbecause of
Sen. Warren, we were kept
opentopresentday,and
that’s why we’re 150 years
oldthisyear,” Taylor said.

Inthe wake of Army down-
sizing after World War II, the
U.S. AirForce, stillinits
infancy,took over FortF.E.
Warren and has carriedit
along toitsmodern-day mis-
sion. Asaresult, F.E. Warren
AirForce Base, astheinstal-
lation was formally re-
namedin 1949, isconsidered
the country’soldest continu-
ally active basein the Air
Force system.

“Wenever closed our
doors,” Taylorsaid.

“There are older postsin
the system, butthey’ve
openedandclosed ... that’s
the difference.”

In1957,thebase became
the country’s first operation-
al Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile ICBM) unit, respon-
sible for 24 Atlas missiles,
ready tobelaunched from
above-ground s silosin east-
ern Wyoming, western
Nebraskaand northern
Colorado.

See Grow, page 14
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don’tblow away. The following year,ayear
The missile closestto afterthe Korean Warbegan,
Interstate 2Sisthe Peace- the base population report-
keeper. Themiddle missileis edly was clocking in at more
Continued from 13 the Minuteman III, angl the than 12,000.
“We were the first to have one closesttothebaseisthe Accordingtoarecenteco-

our operational wing avail-
able tolaunch all of our mis-
silesoutofasquadron,”
Taylorsaid.

The Minuteman I missile,
stored in underground
launchsilos, replaced the
Atlasintheearly 1960s. Then
the Minuteman ITI missile,
the first ICBM to feature
multiple warheads—each
programmabletoattacka
differenttarget-replacedthe
Minuteman Imissileby 1975.

Tenyearslater, the Air
Forceintroducedthe
Peacekeepermissile, which
featured 10independent
warheads-makingitthe most
powerful ICBM in the world.
The country’s Peacekeeper
missiles were deactivatedin
2005, and the Minuteman ITI
missiles were modified to
feature only one warhead.

Currently, the baseisre-
sponsible for 15 missile alert
facilities and 150 Minuteman
ITIImissileslocatedineastern
Wyoming, western Nebraska
and northern Colorado.

Examplesofthethree
different missilesthat F.E.
Warren hasbeen responsible
for canbe seen today right
outside the baseentrance-
all filled with cement sothey

MinutemanI.

Atransportererectorre-
cently wasaddedtothebase
entrance areaas well.

The areaalsofeaturesa
Bell UH-1F Huey helicopter
that was used totransport
Minuteman I personnel to
and from missile sites be-
tween 1966 and 1980. Several
airmen spent400 hoursre-
storing the helicopter, com-
pleting the projectin 2000.

Althoughhelicoptersare
stillactive at F.E. Warren,
the baseis somewhatunique
inthatitisan Air Force base
without an active runway for
fixed-wing aircraft.

“Wehad anairfieldin1919
that was out of dirt, and it was
primarily used totransport
mail acrossthe United
States,” Taylorsaid. “Other
people usedit,including
Eddie Rickenbackerin1919,
wholanded onit, didn’tknow
there wasaditchacrossit,
and flipped his plane.”

Rickenbacker,aMedal of
Honorrecipient,isknown for
being America’s mostsuc-
cessful fighteracein World
Warl.

Friendly neighbors

While the base’sname has

Pilot Maj. Duke Waren checks his instrument panel in his UH-IN
Huey helicopter during a flight over Laramie County in March 2015.
Although helicopters are still active at F.E. Warren, the base is some-
what unique in that it is an Air Force base without an active runway
for fixed-wing aircraft. Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

changedthree times—andits
mission haschanged several
times—one thinghasheld
strong:itsconnectiontothe
Cheyenne community.

“We’venever had one with-
outthe other—we’ve sup-
ported eachotherall along,”
Taylorsaid.

“And one of the ways that
you can see that supportis
Cheyenne Frontier Days
involvement,” she continued.
“Thebase hasbeen highly
involvedinevery Cheyenne
Frontier Days from 1897 to
presentday.”

Posttroopsre-enacted
Indian warsinthe early years
of Frontier Days, Taylor said.

Atlas Missile Site No. 1. Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

“Ouropenhouse (during
CFD) isre-enactments of the
military, sowe’re still doing
whatthey did over 100 years
later,” she said.

The military remains heav-
ilyinvolvedin CFD events,
supplying numerous volun-
teers for concerts and other
happenings, marchingin
parades and being honored
during the rodeo on Military
Monday.

Regarding public safety,
Taylor mentioned thatthe
basehelpedrespondtothe
1979 tornado and the 1985
flood, along with many other
events.

Intheearliestyearsofthe
city and post, firefighters on
posthelped fight frequent
flare-upsintown, and mili-
tary firefighters still respond
tolargeblazesinthe city
and surrounding areato this
day.

Retired Col. Gerald M.
Adamswroteinhis 1996
book, “The Post Near
Cheyenne,” thatalocal news-
paperindJanuary 1950 char-
acterized the base asbeing
Cheyenne’sleadingindustry,
withmore than 8,000 airmen
and their familieslivingon
baseorinthecity,and the
city supplying some 900
civilians towork onbase.

nomicimpactreport from
F.E.Warren Air Force Base,
thebasehad 4,237 personnel
infiscalyear2016,with
around 1,000 of those people
being civilian employees.
Thatnumberincludes offi-
cersand enlisted military
personnel, but not their
families.

Asthebase grew up andits
mission transitionedin the
late 1950s to supporting the
country’s fleet of ICBMs, city
residentslosttheironce-
unfettered accesstoit.

Butthebase’snewmissile
missiondid bring withita
renewed need for coopera-
tion with the city.

Forinstance, housing was
builtin Cheyenne for the
workers so they could go out
andbuild the Atlas missile
housing systems, Taylor
said.

“There was alotof unityin
working together, and that’s
whatreally makes us so
unique compared to the other
military installationsinthe
AirForcesystem,” she said.

The 2015-2017 90th Missile
Wing Commander, Col.
Stephen Kravitsky, who
recently
endedhis
termasbase
commander,
said theim-
portance of
thebase’s
relationship
with thelocal
community
cannotbeoverstated.

“Thisyear marks our 150th
anniversary,” he said. “We
arethe first Air Force base to
achieve that milestone, and
we share that accomplish-
ment with the community.
The city and the base have
grown up together, and over
theyears, we have developed
into aninseparable entity
witharich heritage.”

Kravitsky
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Joaquin Real
of Santa
Paula, Calif.,
hangs on in
the saddle
bronc riding
competition
during

the 120th
Cheyenne
Frontier
Days on
July 30,
2016, at
Frontier
Park Arena
in Cheyenne.
WTE/file

Wyoming State Archives

Sam Scoville rides "Sen. Warren” during Cheyenne Frontier Days, circa 1907.

Spirit of Cheyenne Frontier Days
strong more than a century later

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

In1897,Loveland, Colorado, had
its popular Corn Roast Festival.

Greeley, Colorado, residents could
look forward to Potato Day.

And, for the first time, Cheyenne
folks could enjoy Frontier Day.

Thefirst Frontier Day occurred on
Sept. 23,1897, and lasted six hours.

While the Coloradoevents cel-
ebrated the towns’ agricultural boun-
ty, Frontier Day honored Cheyenne’s
Western heritage.

About 4,000 people attended the
hometown festival during the first
year. They paid 15 cents forableach-
er seator 35 cents foraspotonthe
grandstand. Canonsfired at FortD.A.
Russell, steeple bellsrang at church-
es and whistles sounded at Frontier
Park to signal the start of the rodeo.

Now, the eventlasts 10 days and
features rodeos, huge parades, top-
flight entertainment, pancake break-
fastsand an Indian Village.

In1897,thebestbroncrider at
Frontier Day took home a grand prize
of $25 (about $714in 2015 dollars).

The owner of the toughest bucking
horse collected about $100 ($2,857 in
2015).

Today,broncriderscanearnmore
than $10,000at CFD, depending on
how many events they win.

Thereis some disagreement about
who started Frontier Days. Even
moneyison Col. E.A. Slack, editor of
the Cheyenne Sun-Leadernewspa-
per.He wrote abouttheideain his
newspaper.

Otherssay Frederick W. Angier, a
traveling passenger agent for the
Union Pacific Railroad Co., thought it
up asaway toattract people from
Denver and other areasto Cheyenne.

Angier’sjob wastourge business-
menintownsalongtheraillinesto
organize festivals.

Some historians creditbothmen
for working together ontheideaand
bringingittoreality.

City boosters decided to continue
the eventthe nextyear because of the
successofitsfirstouting.

The 1898 celebration was expand-
edtotwo days, and 6,000 people
watched aperformance of the wildly

successful Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild
West Show.

Members of Central Wyoming’s
Shoshone Tribe took part, too, and
started atradition that continues
today with the Indian Village and the
American Indian performancesthat
accompany every pancake breakfast.

Steer wrestlingwasaddedto CFD’s
rodeoin 191S. Calfroping, bull riding
and bareback riding became regular
events during the 1920s.

Inseveral cases, the horsesearned
more money thantheriders. Large
crowds came outto watch equine
legendslike “Steamboat,” the world
championbucking horse.

It’snot clear when women started
tocompete atthe event, butinforma-
tion shows they may have been a part
ofthe wild horse races since 1899.

By 1900, women raced horses for
the $25 top prize. Cowgirls some-
times competed in eventslike bronc
riding and roughstock inthe very
early days.

Many of these women became
outright starsofthe rodeo. Audiences
loved cowgirlslike Mabel Strickland,

Prairie Rose Hendersonand Tad
Lucas.

Celebrities and newsmakers were
partof CFD since the start. Inthe
early days, the notablesincluded
BuffaloBill Cody—atrue superstar of
hisday-and former U.S. President
Theodore Roosevelt.

Inthe 1930s, famed burlesque star
Sally Rand performed at Frontier
Daysand caused quite a stir with her
fandance. She married Turk Green-
ough,ahandsome and successful
cowboy and movie stuntman. Tono
one’s surprise, their union didn’tlast.

Inthe 1940s,1950s and 1960s, the
listof stars at Frontier Daysincluded
Fred McMurray, Dennis Morgan,
Arthur Godfrey, Lawrence Welk, the
Lone Ranger Clayton Moore,
Michael Landon from television’s
“Bonanza” and Robert Conrad of
“Wild Wild West.”

The history of CFD is one written
with the help of volunteers and a
strong community spirit. It continues
today when Cheyenne welcomes the
restofthe world during the last full
week of July.
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Cheyenne’s historic huildings

The Wyoming State Capitol pictured in
1888. Wyoming State Archives

The Wyoming State Capitol pictured
in 2016. Blaine McCartney/
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

WYOMING STATE CAPITOL

Twenty-oneyears after Cheyenne
cametobe, and two years before
Wyoming officially became a state,
its skyline changed with construc-
tion of the center section of the
Wyoming State Capitol. Twoside
wings were completedin 1890, just
in time to celebrate statehood, and
anexpansionapprovedin1915
made the building whatitistoday. It
isnow on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Theterritorial government ap-
proved construction of the Capitol
in 1886 and chose Cheyenne forits
home. Materialsimported from
around the country wentinto build-
ing the Capitol —sandstone from
Rawlins; flagstone from Fort
Collins, Colorado; black and white
marble from Vermont and Italy;
stained glass from England; and
lumber from Ohio.

The state Capitol sports a S0-foot-
wide gold-leafed dome, visible from
miles away. Both the Senate and
House of Representatives chambers
were fashioned with stained-glass
ceilings featuring the state seal.

Thebuildingis currently under-

going extensive restoration renova-
tions, settobe completed before the
20191egislative session.

Statues of Esther Hobart Morris, a
leader of Wyoming’s suffrage move-
ment and the first female justice of
the peaceinthe United States,and
Shoshone Chief Washakie stand in
front of the Capitol. An 18-foot sculp-
ture of ahorse andrider, called “The
Spiritof Wyoming,” ison the west-
ernside ofthe building, while the
easternlawn features alarge bison
sculpture.

The Cheyenne Daily Leader
reportedinJuly 1890 that, “In all
Cheyenne, whichis pre-eminently
acity ofhandsome buildings, no
structure comparesin massiveness
and beauty with Wyoming’s state-
house, anoble structure atthe head
of Capitol Avenue. The Capitol
surroundings contribute inno small
degreetoitsattractiveness.”

The Wyoming State Museum has
ondisplay anoriginal hand-forged
nail fromthe Capitol, as well asan
ivory-and-gold gavel used by the
first state Legislature and other
items.

TIVOLI BUILDING

One of the highlights of down-
town Cheyenneis the three-story
Tivolibuilding at West Lincolnway
and Carey Avenue.

Builtin 1892 ata cost of more than
$15,000, the Tivoli has spent much
ofitslong history as abar/saloon
andrestaurant, changing hands
from time to time. It also was known
for serving as abrothel.

Theyearthe Tivoli was built, the
Cheyenne Daily Sun newspaper
reported thatthe building’s fixtures
were as fine as could be seen west of
Chicago. The newspaper described
the building as having “palatial
quarters” and said its antique oak
furniture was “very massive and
handsome.”

Current Gov. Matt Mead and his

wife, Carol, purchased the Tivoli
Buildingin 2006, completed exten-
siverenovationsin 2007 and used it
ashiscampaign headquartersin
2010. Asaresult,thebuildingis
fashioned for use as office/banquet
space.

Local businessman Sam Galeotos
bought the Tivoli Building from the
Meadsin October2016. He said at
thattime that Cheyenne Frontier
Daysonce owned the building, and
italso wasthe formerheadquarters
ofthe Greater Cheyenne Chamber
of Commerce.

Freedom’s Edge Brewing Co.
alsobriefly operated out of the
Tivoli before moving to amore
industrial-type space on Pioneer
Avenuenear 15th Street.

The Tivoli Building pictured in 1987. Wyoming State Archives

The Tivoli Building pictured in 2016. WTE/file
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The Atlas Theatre in the early 1970s. \Wyoming State Archives

The Atlas Theatre pictured in 2016. WTE/file

ATLAS THEATRE

CHEYENNE DEPOT

Now home to a visitor informa-
tion center, railroad museum, res-
taurant/brewery and officesin-
stead of apassengerterminal, the
Cheyenne Depotisalandmark that
has arichhistory of welcoming
visitorstothecity.

It, too, islisted on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Situated at the terminus of
Capitol Avenue, opposite the state
Capitol, the Union Pacific Railroad
Depotwasbuiltatatime when
Cheyenne was maturing and com-
ingintoits own.

Tokeep up with growth, the rail-
road agreed tobuild the depotata
costof $100,000. It was constructed
of sandstone from Fort Collins,
Colorado,in1886and 1887. When
the depot opened tothe public, it
reportedly featured waiting rooms
finished with red oak for men and
women, and the women’s waiting
roomhad afireplace and cushioned
furniture.

The most prominent feature of
the depotbuildingisits six-story

clock tower; however, the clock,
with four 6-foot, 4-inch-wide faces,
eachfacinginone ofthe cardinal
directions, wasnot placedinthe
tower until 1890. Accordingtoa
nomination form for the National
Register of Historic Places, the
clock tower originally featured a
breezeway atits base so wagons and
cartscould passunderit. The nomi-
nation form describesthe
Romanesque-style depotasthe
most distinctive depotbuiltby the
Union Pacificinthe 19th century.

Majorrenovationstolengthen
the eastend of the building took
placein1922,anditwasredeco-
ratedin1929.

Union Pacificreportedly donated
the building to the city of Cheyenne
and Laramie Countyin 1993. Many
upgrades and renovations have
taken place since, including the
additionof aplazaareabetweenthe
depotbuilding and West
Lincolnway thatis used for a vari-
ety of community events, from
concertstofarmers markets.

Constructed around 1887 tobe
used as offices and atearoom,
what’snow known as the Atlas
Theatreat211 W. Lincolnwayin
downtown Cheyenne cametobein
about1908. Itwas added tothe
National Register of Historic
Placesin1973.

Accordingtoa1972nomination
form for the National Register of
Historic Places, the Cheyenne
Daily Leadernewspaperreported a
day before the opening of the Atlas
Theatre thatthe theaterhad been
described asthe “prettiest show-
house west of the Missouri.”

Initially, the space converted by
architect William Dubois could
hold SS0 people and featured a
stage, penny arcade, confectionery
and soda fountain. The Atlas of-
fered traveling vaudeville acts,
followed by silent movies. It closed
in 1929 and reopened as The Strand
Movie Theater, showing sound
pictures until195S. Around the
early 1960s, anightclub called the
Pink Ponyis said tohave operated
briefly in thelobby area.

The Cheyenne Little Theatre

Players, agroup of volunteers
foundedin1929,beganleasing the
buildingin 1966, changing the
name back to Atlasand renovating
thelong-unused auditorium space
topresent annual summer old-fash-
ioned melodramas that still take
place there today during Cheyenne
Frontier Days. The CLTP bought
the Atlasin1971.

Arecently formed ad hoc com-
mittee of CLTP called The Friends
ofthe Atlasis working torestore
and preserve the theaterthrougha
long-term project that willmodern-
ize the performance and audience
space and repurpose the now-
vacant second and third floors to-
ward the front of the building.

The group announced in May of
thisyearthat the Cheyenne
Downtown Development Authority
awardeditafacade renovation
grant that firstrequires the group to
raise matching funds.

Apainted, asbestos stage curtain
with advertisements that dates
back tothe days of the original Atlas
Theatre continuestohanginthe
performance space today.

The Cheyenne Depot pictured in 1906. Stimson Collection/
Wyoming State Archives

The Cheyenne Depot pictured in 2012. WTE/file



PAGE 18 CHEYENNE AT 150 FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2017
L t I I
I I h I t
By Joel Funk “Itwas gorgeous,” Popesaid.“All  directorofthe American Heritage offerings,impressive furnishings,

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Cheyenne’s historic structures are
abig part of what residents and visi-
torslove about the city. Whetherit’s
the Atlas Theatre, Tivoli Building,
Cheyenne Depot or Wyoming State
Capitol, their characteristics fasci-
nate those who gaze upon them.

Butsome ofthe city’s greatest
structural treasures arelostto time
and dust. Whatever becomes of
Cheyenne’s historic structures,
“Oncethey’re gone, they’re gone
forever,” said Jill Pope, Visit
Cheyenne director of operations for
visitor services.

“Wehavelost some of our trea-
sures,” she said. “Ihope we dotake
care of the ones we have remaining. If
nothing else, for our children to un-
derstand historyinthat way.”

Opera House

Intheearly 1880s, several of
Cheyenne’s most prominent resi-
dents came togethertoraise fundsto
build an elegant venue for perfor-
mance arton the corner of whatis
now 17th Streetand Capitol Avenue.

Seeking toadd ametropolitan flair
tothe areathat wasstill evolving
fromits status as atent-and-shack
railroad stop, the Opera House’s
shorthistory remains one of
Cheyenne’s most fondly remem-
beredlosttreasures.

the performers wanted tocome here
because we had railroad accesstoit.
Andnotjustfromthe U.S., but from
several countries.”

Opening night atthe three-story
Opera Housein May 1882 saw the
entire cityjoininthe excitement. The
Cheyenne Daily Leader newspaper
reported the venue was, “Alasting
prooftoall comersoftheintelligence
and refinement of thislittle city of
lessthan 4,000 people.”

Need forrepairs and renovations at
the Opera House, however, dogged
itsshorttimeinoperation. A firein
1888 caused hundredsof dollarsin
damagesbefore it was sold by its
corporate owners for $5,000. Another
firein 1902 endeditseraasanenter-
tainment venue, as the stage was
destroyed. The building was torn
down around 1960.

The Cheyenne Club

The Cheyenne Clubbecame a
prominent part of the community
during the peak of the city’s cattle
boominthelate 19th century. Builtin
1881 onthe cornerof 17th Streetand
Warren Avenue, it was aclubhouse
forthe Cheyenneelite.

“The Cheyenne Clubreally dem-
onstrated the wealth there wasin
raising cattleinthe Wyoming
Territory,” said Rick Ewig, associate

Center atthe University of Wyoming
from 1997 t02016.

Therichfromthe Eastand
England came tothe establishment to
enjoy fine dining, drinks and enter-
tainment. Butafterthe cattle boom
bubbleburstinthe late 1880s, the
clubwasleftbehind asmany ofthe
industry barons fled the area.

Thebuilding was eventually pur-
chased by the Cheyenne Chamber of
Commerce, serving asits headquar-
tersbeforeitbuilt anew office near-
by. Ablock of store buildings would
come tooccupy the site that wasonce
home tothe opulent club afterit was
demolishedin1936.

Inter-Ocean Hotel

Inthelate 19th century, downtown
was the hub of Cheyenne’s economic
activity. Openingin 1875, the grand
Inter-Ocean Hotel,located on the
corner of whatisnow Capitol Avenue
and Lincolnway, spoke tothe city’s
bustling success at the time.

Cheyenne’s premier three-story
hotel was builtby B.L. Ford, an
African-American from Chicago. It
hosted President Ulysses S. Grant
when he visited in October 1875.
Many other famouslocals and travel-
ersmade the hotel apopular gather-
ing spot through the years, drawing
peopleinwithitsextraordinary food

saloon and billiard parlor.

Ornamental carvings and lighting
made for abeautiful atmosphere for
hosting distinguished visitors. In
the early 20th century, President
Theodore Roosevelt also visited the
hotel.

The Inter-Ocean was one of
Cheyenne’s firstbuildings to feature
electricpower.In1916,ablaze de-
stroyed the hotel, apparently started
byelectrical wiring. The fire burned
through the bitterly cold night, with
several people perishing asaresult.

Sitting asavacantlot for many
decades, the site isnow the home of
the Hynds Building.

Mansions on
Millionaires Row

Cheyenne’seconomic boominthe
late 19th century saw aremarkable
number of wealthy residentsinthe
area. Tohouse their families and host
social events, these elitesbuiltase-
riesof mansions along 17th Street
and Ferguson Street, which today is
Carey Avenue. These homes came to
be known as Millionaires Row.

The ornate structures housed fa-
mous local notorieties such as
Erasmus Nagle, Francis E. Warren,
M.E.Post,E.W. Whitcomb, David
Dare, Henry Hay and Joseph Carey.

The mostimpressive home on
Millionaires Row belonged to Carey,
dubbed the Carey Mansion. Located
onwhatisnow Carey Avenue be-
tween 21stand 22nd streets, the
three-story mansion’s exteriorin-
cluded anelaborate facade. Interior
featuresincluded ornate ceilings and
frescoes, fireplaces, chandeliers and
orientalrugs.

“Itwas the most magnificenthome
there ever was herein Cheyenne,”
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saidlocal historian Bill Dubois. “It
wasvery,very elegant.”

Some of the homes still remain on
17th Streetbetween downtown and
Holliday Park.

Carnegie Library

Cheyenneresidents struggled to
make alibrary work in the city’s for-
mativeyears.In 1899, the Laramie
County Library Auxiliary Assoc-
iation was formed by Robert Morris,
who sent a pleato philanthropist
Andrew Carnegie for fundstobuild a
library. Carnegie eventually offered
$50,000 toward afree publiclibrary.

InMay 1902, the Laramie County
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Library,commonly called the
Carnegie Library,openedits doors at
the corner of 22nd Street and Capitol
Avenue.

Inaddition to creating Laramie
County’sfirstpubliclibrary, the
fundsalso brought architect William
Dubois to Cheyenne tosuperviseits
construction. He would goon tode-
sign plans or supervise building
projects for some of Cheyenne’s most
famous structures,including the
state Capitol and Atlas Theatre.

The Carnegie Library was demol-
ishedin 1971 whenthe Laramie
County Library was movedtoits
secondlocation at 28th Street and
Central Avenue.

William Dubois’ grandson, Bill
Dubois, said the Carnegie Library -
inaddition tothe old Consistory
Building that was torn down decades
ago-isthebiggestlossofhis grandfa-
ther’s projectsin Cheyenne.

“Ifeelagreatloss whentheyare
gone,” he said. “There’snoway you
canresurrectthem.”

wasbuiltin 1921 on House Avenue,
and the old Cheyenne High School
building became Laramie County
School District1’s Administration
Building.

In1960, Cheyenne’s East High
splitthe student population, and
Cheyenne High School was renamed
Cheyenne’s Central High.

Bill Dubois was apublic school
teacher for several decadesin
Laramie County School District 1.
In1959,he wentto Cheyenne High

Old Cheyenne High School

Today, Cheyenneishometothree
primary high schools and one alter-
native high school. Butin 1875, the
city was home tothe Wyoming
Territory’s firsthigh school.

Cheyenne High School waslocated
onthe cornerof22nd Streetand
Central Avenue. The first class of
graduatesinJune 1878 consisted of
two young women by the names of
Frankie Logan and EllaHamma.

Anew Cheyenne High School

Schooltobe hired for his firstjob at
Carey Junior High School.

Atthetime, 22-year-old Bill Dubois
said he wasn’ttooimpressed by the
old building. “It was pretty rundown
bythetime Iknewit,” he said. “Itwas
anold-lookingbuilding.”

Afterthe school district’s admin-
istration operations moved tothe old
stewardess’ school for abriefperiod,
the old Cheyenne High School was
torn down around 1963. (Photo cour-
tesy of the Stimson Collection/
Wyoming State Archives.)

Wyoming Home was established in 1998
and exists with the idea of providing a Western Lifestyle
for everyone who has a passion for it.

Our products reflect our love and passion for the Western Lifestyle.

Not only do we try to carry as many Wyoming made products as possible,
but we go to great lengths to find products made in America.
Qur store reflects the western and Wyoming way of ife.
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KEY PEOPLE \WHO HAVE
CALLED CHEYENNE HOME

Neil Diamond
(1941-)

Bornin Brooklyn,
New York,in1941,
famous singer-song-
writer Neil Diamond
moved to Cheyenne
in 1945 whenhe was
about4yearsold
because hisfather,
Akeeba “Kieve”
Diamond, was stationed at then-Fort
F.E.Warren during World War I1.
The familyissaid tohavelived here
for fouryears,and during that time,
Diamond reportedly fellinlove with
watching singing-cowboy movies at
thelocal cinema.

Through his publicist, Diamond
declined tocommenton histimein
Cheyenne for this publication.

Sammy Davis Jr.
(1925-1990)

Entertainment
legend Sammy Davis
Jr.’scareer spanned
much of the previous
century-fromjusta
fewyears after his
birthin 1925 until not
longbefore his death
fromoral/throat
cancerin1990. Buthe spenttimein
Cheyenne during World War IT be-
foreitreally took off.

Davis, aneventual charter mem-
berofFrank Sinatra’s “Rat Pack,”
was draftedintothe U.S. Armyat18
yearsold and was sentto FortF.E.
Warren for training. He was part of
the Will Mastin Trio, sometimes
known as the Will Maston Trio, be-
fore that, but had to give up his bud-
ding entertainment career briefly for
the Army. Itdidn’t take long before
hisoldlife and new life merged,
though, ashe was transferred toan
entertainmentregiment.

Inthat, Davisissaid tohaveno

National sportscaster Curt Gowdy engaging in one of his favorite pastimes -
fishing - on the North Platte River near Saratoga. Wyoming State Archives

longerexperienced the extreme
discrimination he didinitially.

“Back then, people were nicer to
him after they decided he was tal-
ented,” said Visit Cheyenne Director
of Operations Jill Pope. “He was
treated better afterthat.”

Pope said Davis frequented
Baker’s Barin the 400 block of West
17th Street, which was the only liquor
establishment at the time opento all
minorities. The owner, Johnny
Baker, was halfIndian and halfblack.

Curt Gowdy
(1919-2006)

National sports-
caster Curt Gowdy,
theradioand TV
voice of the Boston
Red Sox for many
years,grewupin
Cheyenne.
Described asakind
and gentle man who

took pride in his Wyoming roots,

Gowdy died in his Floridahomein
2006 atthe age of 86 after suffering
fromleukemia.

Gowdy reportedlylaunched his
longtime broadcasting career
here on awhim while recovering
fromabackinjury thatended his
time with the Air Forcein World
Warll. He worked firstat KFBC
Radioin 1944, and alsoas asports
writer atthe former Cheyenne Eagle
newspaper.

Gowdy wentontocover 16 baseball
World Series and All-Star games, 12
Rose Bowls, nine Super Bowls, 24
NCAA basketball Final Four tourna-
ments and eight Olympics. He hosted
the “Wide World of Sports” and
“American Sportsman” for ABC-
many segments of which were filmed
in Wyoming. He also hosted “The
Wayit Was” for PBSand NBC’s
“Major League Baseball Game of the
Week,” and was behind the micro-
phone when Hank Aaron hit his then-
record-breaking 71Sthhome runin
1974.

In1970, Gowdy became the first
sportsbroadcaster to win the George
Foster Peabody Award for outstand-
ingjournalist achievement. He also
served asthe presidentof The
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame for seven years, and his
peersvoted him national sportscast-
eroftheyearseventimes.

Gowdy played varsity basketball
forand graduated from Cheyenne’s
Central High School before attending
the University of Wyoming. He was
inductedinto 20 different halls of
famein hislifetime, including mul-
tiple outdoors- and fishing-related
halls of fame, the Boston Red Sox
Hall of Fame and the Wyoming
Sports Hall of Fame.

Curt Gowdy State Park, estab-
lishedin 1972 between Cheyenne and
Laramie,isnamed after Gowdy,a
self-proclaimed compulsive fisher-
man who frequently returned to
Wyoming throughout hislife-often
tofish.
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Mildred Harris
(1901-1944)

Bornin
Cheyenne
in1901,
Milred
Harris went
ontobecome
one ofthe
mostfamous
early-Ameri-
canfilmstars. Her father,
Edmond Harris, served as
the superintendent of the
Wyoming division of the
Union Pacific Railroad,
which put Cheyenne onthe
map.

One of Harris’ more memo-
rableroles wasinthe 1936
“Three Stooges” movie, but
sheis also well known for
marryingiconic comic actor
Charlie Chaplin when she
wasjust16yearsoldandhe
was 29. Three yearslater, the
couple went through abitter
divorce.Nochildrensur-
vived the marriage.

Harrisissaidtohave

moved on from Chaplin with
the prince of Wales. She died
of pneumoniaatayoung age
in1944.

Chris LeDoux
(1948-2005)

American
country
music singer-
songwriter
androdeo
champion
Chris
LeDouxis
one of several
entertainers whohave called
Cheyenne home through the
years.Hediedin 2005 in
Casperatage S6 aftera
lengthy battle with arare
liver cancer.

LeDouxrecorded and
marketed 22 albums on his
musiclabel before signing
with Capitol Recordsin 1992.
The move was said tohave
happenedbecause Garth
Brooks, also a Capitol

Records artist, took aliking
toand wasinspired by
LeDoux. Brooks eveninclud-
edtheline, “worn-outtapes
of Chris LeDoux” in his

song “Much Too Young (To
Feel This Damn Old).”
Throughouthis career,
LeDouxrecorded 36 albums
and sold more than 6 million
albums.

LeDoux’s father wasin
the Air Force, sothe family
moved around quite abit. He
attended Cheyenne’s Central
High Schoolinthe’60s, won
the Wyoming State Rodeo
Championship bareback
ridingtitle twice during high
school,and earned arodeo
scholarship from Casper
Collegein Casper. By 1970,
LeDoux was competing na-
tionally as a professional
rodeocowboy.In1976,he
was the world champion
professional barebackrider.

Accordingtoa Country
Music Television biography
of LeDoux, he started com-
posing songs about hislife-

styletohelp pay hisexpenses
while traveling torodeo com-
petitions around the country.
Heretired fromrodeoin 1980
and settled with his family on
aranchin Kaycee, Wyoming.

Nellie Tayloe Ross
(1876-1977)

Nellie
Tayloe Ross,
bornin Saint
Joseph,
Missouri,in
1876, might
notbea

household

name, but
sheis certainly someone of
national importance.

When Ross’ husband,
Wyoming Gov. William
Bradford Ross, diedin office
in 1924 due to complications
from an appendectomy, she
was elected to complete his
term and served as the state’s
14th governor from January
1925toJanuary 1927.Asa

result, sheiscredited with
being the country’sfirst-ever
woman to serve as governor.

State Democrats nomi-
nated Rossforre-electionin
1926,but she wasnarrowly
defeated by Republican
Frank C. Emerson.

Rosswentontobecomethe
first womantodirectthe U.S.
Mint, appointed by President
Franklin D. Rooseveltin
1933, and servedinthatca-
pacity for 20 years. She also
was appointed vice-chair-
woman of the Democratic
National Committeein 1928.

Rosslived the remainder
ofherlife in Washington,
D.C.,whereshediedin1977
attheageof101.Rossis
buried with her familyin
Cheyenne’s Lakeview
Cemetery.

Herhomein Cheyenne,
builtin1903, can be found at
902 E.17th St. The family
lived there from 1908t01923
before movingintothe
Historic Governors’
Mansion.

Country music singer-songwriter and rodeo champion
Chris LeDoux in the early 1990s. Wyoming State Archives

First-ever female U.S. Gov. Nellie Tayloe Ross works in her Cheyenne Capitol office in 1925. Wyoming State Archives



PAGE 22
CHEYENNE AT 150

FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2017

The following is
a sample of
everyday life in
Cheyenne 150

Leader:

city's life, starting Sept.
19,1867.

That day, readers likely |
enjoyed the story about
the Sept. 18 city council
meeting, which included
discussion about the
council letting voters
decide if games of keno
and rondo should be
allowed in Cheyenne.

m An editorial on Oct. 24,
1867, started the
drumbeat for providing
education for young

people.

“Schools we must have Stimson Collecti .

themand have them ection/Wyoming State Archives
speedily,” publisher
Nathan Baker wrote.

Bl
laine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

mOne of the most
important daysin the
city's early history
occurred on Nov. 13, 1867.
This was the day railroad
crews arrived in Cheyenne
to lay tracks. Residents
had been anticipating this
day for months, wrote

paper.

*The glory belongs tothe
13 of November 1867,"
accordingtoanarticle : ;

published on page 3. Wyoming State Archives .'
"Never was any day more ! Blaine M : 3
auspicious, cloudless and cCartney/Viyoming lbaeESiie
genial.”
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The following is

a sample of
everyday life in
Cheyenne 150

THEN ANDNOW pe

are enormously
high” and “Money
invested in dwellings will
readily yield from 50to
‘ Percent” profit.

mThe Nov. 30, 1867,
edition advertised 5
match game of billiards
between two “skillful
cueists and maste of the
noble game” foy $300a
side. They were to play at
Etic Beauvajs’ hall.

B "The Julesburg
theatrical troupe arriveq
intown Ty y evening,”
said an article jn
November 1867 A
general desire to Witness

. Wyoming Tribune Eagle theatrical performances
; e — B aiic RIBCantey/Aly rendered their arriyg)
Wyoming State very welcome just now,”

NAnote in the Nov. 21,
1867, edition of the paper

said a group of people
Wwanted to form the

Cheyenne Bibje Society,
They planned to order
00 worth of Bibles,

WA defective fiye in TA.

i Kent's liquor store starteq
5 : afire that spreaq rapidly
ity _ _ on Jan. 3,1870, The

b daytime fire consumed
b \ everything for two blocks,
ﬁ . : I efforts to check the

g ce of the flames

K Provide Unavailing,” the
= Leader wrote,
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Big names, small stops

Presidents, celebrities and even "Papa” Hemingway spent time in Cheyenne

By Kristine Galloway
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Many big nameshave
drifted through Cheyenne
duringits 150-year history.
Presidents campaigned or
visited friends, novelists and
actors married their sweet-
hearts,and other celebrities
stopped through for various
reasons.

These days, the biggest
names come through
Cheyenne mostlyinJuly for
Cheyenne Frontier Days. But
the city’sbrushes with his-
torical figuresadd some
glamour to the story of the
“Magic City of the Plains.”

Theodore Roosevelt

Former
U.S.
President
Theodore
Roosevelt
wasapopular
characterin
Cheyenne.
Hevisited the
cityonatleastthreeocca-
sions. Roosevelt served as
president from 1901-09.

Roosevelt’sfirstvisitto
Cheyenne wasin September
1900, during his campaign
for U.S.vice president along-
side presidentialincumbent
William McKinley. They won
thatelection, and Roosevelt
became president upon
McKinley’s assassinationin
September1901.

According toBill O’Neal,
authorof “Cheyenne: A
Biography of the ‘Magic City’
of the Plains,” Roosevelt

arrivedin Cheyenneona
cold, rainy day, but was
greeted witha 17-gunsalute.

O’Neal wrote, “A short
carriageridebrought
Roosevelttothe Inter-Ocean
Hotel. Fromthe balcony, he
was scheduledtoreview an
elaborate parade—which had
tobe canceled because of the
weather and sloppy streets.”

Rooseveltvisited Fort D.A.
Russell onhorseback the
following morning, accord-
ingto O’Neal.

GlennaLane wrote in “His-

tory of Cheyenne, Wyoming,
Vol.2” that Roosevelt took
U.S.Marshall Frank Hadsell
and agroup of newspaper-
menontheride with him.
“Roosevelthad areputa-
tion for hard and fastriding.
According to one who await-
edtheirreturn,itwassome
three hourslater when Roos-
eveltand Hadsellrodein

alone. Inthe hourorso fol-
lowing, horsesandriders
straggledin,sometimesa
riderless horse and some-
times ahorselessrider,”
Lane wrote.

Roosevelt’s second visitto
Cheyenne wasinlate May
1903 asaguest of Joseph M.
and Louisa Carey. He arrived
inthe city on horseback,
havingridden the entire way
from Laramie to Cheyenne.

Lane wrote that Roosevelt
left the University of
Wyoming at 9 a.m. May 30
upon agray horse named
Teddy. O’Neal reportsthe
dateas May 31.

Rooseveltchanged horses
twice duringtheride, Lane
wrote. He once again stayed
atthe Inter-Ocean Hotel.

Lane said the citizens of
Douglas gifted Roosevelt
withatrained horse he
named Wyoming.

President Theodore Roosevelt watches rodeo action at Cheyenne
Frontier Days on Aug. 27,1910. Wyoming State Archives

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt
outside St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. Records cite the date as
either October 1932 or October 1936. \Wyoming State Archives

“Thepresidentrode
Wyoming through the streets
of Cheyenne and outto
Senator Warren’s Terry
Ranch, 13 miles south of
Cheyenne, where abarbecue
supper hadbeen prepared
forhim,” Lane wrote.

Byallaccounts, F.E.
Warren was apersonal friend
of Roosevelt’s.

Roosevelt made his final
trip to Cheyennein August
1910 uponinvitation. Hehad
justcompleted ahunting trip
in Africa.

AccordingtoLane, “F.G.”
Bonfils, proprietor of The
Denver Postand The Kansas
City Post, traveled all the way
to Khartum tomeet Col.
Rooseveltwhenhe came
outofthejunglesof Africa
and presented him with
Cheyenne’sinvitation.”

Roosevelt’s visit coincided
with Cheyenne Frontier
Daysthatyear. Phil Riske

wrote in “History of
Cheyenne, Wyoming, Vol. 2”
that Roosevelt’s attendance
at CFDrequired the 9th
Calvary toprovide security
for crowd control.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Another
former
president,
Franklin D.
Roosevelt,
stoppedin
Cheyenne
while cam-
paigning
forthe
presidency.

Hevisited
Cheyenne
with his wife,
Eleanor,in
October
1932,and
they attended
services at St. Mark’s
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Episcopal Church.

Onthe contrary,anentry
withnolisted authorin
“History of Cheyenne,
Wyoming, Vol. 2” provides
Sunday,Oct.11,1936,asthe
date the Roosevelts visited
Cheyenne. Iftrue, that would
have been Eleanor’s 52nd
birthday.

According tothatentry,
“The party arrived by train at
10a.m.tobe metby Gov.
Leslie A. Miller, May Archie
Allison and Brig. General
Charles F. Humphrey, com-
mander at Fort Warren,
among others.”

Thatentry also states the
Rev. Charles A. Bennettgave
the service that Sunday.

Ulysses S. Grant

President
UlyssesS.
Grantmade
multiple
stopsin
Cheyenne
while he was
inoffice and
after.He
served aspresident of the
United States from 1869-77.

According to O’Neal,
Grant’sfirstvisit to
Cheyenne and nearby Fort
D.A.Russell wasin July
1868, while he was ageneral
serving as commander of the
U.S.Army.

“Hisfirst presidential visit
was a 30-minute handshak-
ing stop at the Railroad
Housein April 1873,and he
would make other appear-
ancesinthe Magic City,”
O’Neal wrote.

He added that Grant was
served abreakfastbanquet at
the Inter-Ocean Hotelin
Cheyenne by Barney L. Ford,
the owner of the hotel.

Anarticleinthe Oct. 4,
1875, edition of the Cheyenne
Daily Leader stated, “In
accordance with telegraph
advicesreceived by Mr. B.L.
Ford on Friday evening, that
the president and his party
would take dinner and hold a
publicreception atthe Inter-

John F. Kennedy campaigns in 1960 at Frontier Park in Cheyenne.
Former Wyoming Tribune Eagle owner Tracy McCraken is seated
next to him. Wyoming State Archives

Ocean Hotel, Saturday at
noon, extensive preparations
had beenmade by that gen-
tleman for the reception of
his distinguished guests and
afinebanquet prepared for
thehourset.”

The same article explains
that Grantand his party ar-
rivedat7:30a.m.,much ear-
lier thanexpected,and Ford
had to quickly pull the meal
together.

Grantheaded to Salt Lake
City following hismealin
Cheyenne.

Accordingto O’Neal, Grant
returned to Cheyennein
1879, hosted by Gov. John
Hoyt. O’Neal wrote that Hoyt
failed tomeet Grant when his
trainarrived, muchto
Grant’sdispleasure.

The former president

finally stopped briefly in
Cheyennein 1880 on his way
home from Denverto Galena,
Illinois, O’Neal wrote.

Onthatoccasion, Maj.
Herman Glafcke, owner of
the Cheyenne Daily Leader
atthetime, alerted Gen.
A.G.Brackettat FortD.A.
Russell of Grant’simpending
arrival, likely in an effort to
atone for Grant’s previous
visit.

Grant and his wife, Julia,
were greeted by the Third
Cavalryband and dinedin
the Railroad Hotel.

“After dining, Grant
walked up to the hotel bal-
cony and briefly addressed
the assembled crowd. Three
cheers wentup, and while the
band played the cheering
continued,” O’Neal wrote.

Harry Truman

President
Harry
Truman
stoppedin
Cheyenne
while cam-
paigning. He
servedas
U.S.presi-
dent from 1945-53.

According tothe Wyoming
State Archives website, he
“whistle-stopped” through
Wyoming during his cam-
paignin 1948, and spoke
fromthe front porch ofthe
Governors’ Mansion on
June 6,1948.

However, Timothy White
wrotein “History of
Cheyenne, Wyoming, Vol. 2”
that Truman spoke from
the Capitol. He stated Gov.
Lester C. Hunt and his wife,
Nathelle, hosted Truman,
along with his wife and
daughter, atthe Governors’
Mansion during his stop.

John F. Kennedy

President
JohnF.
Kennedy
visited
Cheyennea
few timesand
visited
Wyoming
many times.
HeservedasU.S. president
from1961-63.

Hisfirstdocumented visit
to Cheyenne was during his
campaign for presidentin
1960. Then-Sen. Kennedy
spoke during alate breakfast
Sept. 23,1960, at Frontier
Park.

John Woolley and Gerhard
Petersposted Kennedy’s full
speech ontheir website, The
American Presidency
Project.

“Thavebeentothisstate
five times. My brother,
Teddy,hasbeenhere 10
times, and I think that the
Kennedyshave ahighregard
and affection for the state of
Wyoming,” he said.

“Bobby hasbeenhere, I
guess,several times. We
have beenhere more than we
havebeentoNew York State.
Idon’tknow what the signifi-
canceis,butinanycase,lam
delighted tobe back here this
morning.”

Kennedy visited Cheyenne
againalmostexactly three
yearslater. He spoke atthe
Cheyenne Municipal Airport
on Sept. 25,1963,less than
twomonthsbefore his assas-
sinationonNov.22,1963,in
Dallas, Texas.

Thataddressispublished
infullonthe John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and
Museum’s website.

“This state of Wyoming,
which has all of the troubles
thatall of ushave acrossthe
country,neverthelesshas
growninindividualincome,
sothatitisnowinpercentage
of growthin the top five states
inthe United States,” he said.

“Thisis duetomanyrea-
sons—the work of the people
here, the resources which
youhave and, I hope, wise
national policy on conserva-
tion and resource develop-
ment,and management of
whatnature has given usand
management of what man
has developed fromnature.”

Ronald Reagan

President
Ronald
Reagan
stoppedin
the cityand
spoke at
Storey
Gymnasium
onMarch?2,

1982.

Ellen Crago Mueller wrote
in “History of Cheyenne,
Wyoming, Vol. 2” that
Reagan flew to Cheyenne,
followed by Sens. Malcolm
Wallop and Alan Simpson, as
well as Rep. Dick Cheney.

When Reaganlanded, Gov.
EdHerschler and Cheyenne
Mayor Don Erickson greeted

See Big names, page 26
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Continued from 25 Lindberghsaid Cheyenne, at

him before he headed to the time, had airport facilities

Storey Gym by limousine. notoftenfound in cities many

Ericksonsaid, “Iwastruly
honored and privileged to
representour citizens when
the governor and I welcomed
the presidentto Cheyenne
and Wyoming. Iremember
very clearly hisinfectious
smile and firm handshake.”

Mueller wrote that more
than 4,500 people crowded
into Storey Gymtohear
Reagan speak with more than
2,000 outside the gym.

She said Reagan asked the
listeners to support his eco-
nomicrecovery plan, help
him conquerthe growth of
government spending and
re-elect Wallop and Cheney.

Charles Lindbergh

“Lucky
Lindy” came
to Cheyenne
during his
Guggenheim
tourin1927.

According
tothe Sept.
3-4edition of
the Wyoming State Tribune,
Lindbergharrivedin
Cheyenneon Friday, Sept. 2,
andlefton Saturday, Sept. 3.

Glisson Winkler, reporting
forthe Wyoming State
Tribune, summed up
Lindbergh’svisit: “He ar-
rived to the strains ofaband’s
loudestblare, was conveyed
throughlanes of clapping,
cheering, shouting and whis-
tling throngs, was stuck up
before amob at Frontier
Park,wasgivena ‘going over’
by the pressrepresentatives
in private, sat downtoaban-
quet, again stood before a
mass of curious and awed
humanity, went to the hotel,
sleptand wentaway.”

Winkler alsoreported that

times the size of Cheyenne.
Another Wyoming State
Tribunereporter, CharlesV.
Warren, took amorelight-
hearted approach to the visit.
He wrote, “Cheyenne did
itsbesttobe the perfect host
toits distinguished guestand
the hundreds of visitors here
tomeethim. Ithad the plea-
sure of seeing the spontane-
ous smile appearonthe
youthful face of the great
flyer ashe assured the city
thatitsbest was plenty good
—andthensome.”

Amelia Earhart

Renowned
butill-fated
pilot Amelia
Earhart
stoppedin
Cheyennea
couple of
timesinthe
1930s. Atthe
time, Cheyenne had alarge
airportoperation.

Mike Kassel, curator of
collections for the Cheyenne
Frontier Days Old West
Museum, said Earhartcame
by Cheyennein 1931 when
she flew her autogyroacross
the Lincoln Highway. He
said she also stopped atthe
Cheyenne Municipal Airport
in1937.

In “History of Cheyenne,
Wyoming, Vol.2,” Dona
Bachman, aformer employ-
eeofthe Wyoming State
Archives, wrote, “Amelia
Earhart stopped offasapas-
sengerona United Airlines
plane on the way from Los
AngelestoNew York City.
She announced toreporters
that she would be talking
finances for ‘anew globe-
girdling project.’ She took

Amelia Earhart, second from right, poses with, from left, Col. Leo Herman, Ms. Frontier Edith Gogert
and Mayor J.F. Weybrecht in front of Earhart’s autogyro at the Cheyenne airport in 1931.

Wyoming State Archives

thattripJune1,1937,and
neverreturned.”

Ernest Hemingway

Famous
novelistand
shortstory
author
Ernest
Hemingway
married his
third wifein
Cheyenne.

He and Martha Gellhorn,
anItalianjournalist, married
Nov. 21,1940, atthe Laramie
County Courthouse.

According tothe couple’s
marriagelicense application,
Hemingway had only ob-
tained adivorce from his
second wife, Pauline
Pfeiffer,on Nov. 4,1940.

According to Wyoming
State Tribune reporter
Ernest Maiinthe Nov.22,
1940, edition of the newspa-
per,Hemingway discovered
while entering the court-
housethathedidn’thavethe
marriage license with him.

‘Halfrunning and half
walking, Hemingway went
outtohisauto parkedinfront
ofthe city and county build-
ing and found thelicensein
hisovercoat, which he had
leftinthe car,” he wrote.

Mai alsoreported Gellhorn

and Hemingway marriedin
Cheyennebecauseitwas
where they met.

Steve McQueen

Actor Steve
McQueen
alsomarried
in Cheyenne,
buthe select-
ed Holliday
Park forhis
ceremony.
McQueen
married Elizabeth “Ali”
McGraw herein1973.

Jill Pope, director of opera-
tions, visitor services and
trolley for Visit Cheyenne,
said McQueen wasintown
doingresearch for histitle
roleinthe 1980 film “Tom
Horn.” She said thetwo
married Aug.31,1973.

She said he was 43, she was
34, and theylivedin Los
Angelesatthetime.

“John Huisman, Laramie
county clerk, assistedin mak-
ing arrangements for Lois
Milner, marriage clerk,togo
toJudge Garfield’s office to
issuethelicensetoavoid
publicity. Judge Arthur
Garfield performedthe cer-
emony in Holliday Parkina
wooded areaaway fromthe
public view,” Whitehead
wrote. She said the couple

tookaweddingtrip to
Yellowstone National Park.

Sarah Bernhardt

Sarah
Bernhardt,
aninterna-
tionally
renowned
Frenchac-
tress, spent
sometimein
Cheyenne.

O’Neal wrote that
Bernhardtarrivedin
CheyenneinJune 1887 when
Doug Rhodes, the manager of
the Cheyenne Opera House,
brought her.

“Rhodes againengaged the
Seventeenth Infantry Band,
which serenaded Bernhardt
after she wasescorted tothe
Inter-Ocean,” he wrote.

Rhodespreviously had en-
gaged the band to perform for
the arrival of actor Edwin
Booth, brotherto John Wil-
kesBooth.

Bernhardtand her com-
pany performed aplay called
“Fedora” atthe operahouse.

“She spoke only French,
but Cheyenne theatergoers
were accustomed to French
andItalianoperas,” O’Neal
wrote.

She left the following
morning for Denver.




Oft the beaten path of downtown Cheyenne is one of the oldest continuously occupied
buildings in the city. Immersed in thick woodvine and whimsical horticulture, the exterior of
Deselms Fine Art is just the beginning of the city’s preserved art scene. Built in the late 1800s
for a Union Pacific medical practice, 303 E. 17th St. has a dark past and bright future. Home to
a local ranch family during the mid-20th century and occupied by esteemed Cheyenne news-
paper photographer Frances Brammer for a number of years, the building is brimming with
antiquity. It's probably most famously known as the place where Chicago filmmaker Allen
Ross was shot and killed by his wife, a quasi-cult leader, in the late 1990s. After Ross’s remains
were found in a crawlspace of the home years later, the case was national news.

Shortly after, Harvey Deselms moved his art collection to the building and operated in
the former crime-scene during the trial of Julia Williams, who was charged as an acces-
sory to the murder. Ross’s brother once asked Deselms if Allen’s spirit remained in the building.

Deselms jokingly said he’s happy to share the community’s art with all living, and departed, Cheyenne residents.

“(Ross’) family said T'm sure if he’s is still here, he’s happier than he’s ever been because he’s surrounded by artists, and art, and beautiful
things,” Deselms said.

Now the longtime home of Deselms Fine Art Gallery and Custom Framing, this historic building is getting much deserved amnesty from its
rocky past. You'll be greeted by a small, gregarious Jack Russell Terrier aptly named Dot, who will guide your appreciation for an array of available
works for sale. The gallery features everything from pastel paintings to stone, wood sculptures, all original and produced by regional artists.

Operating in Cheyenne since 1992, Deselms is celebrating 25 years in business. In addition to selling local art, services include custom fram-
ing and personal art consultation.

A Wyoming native, Deselms has spent a quarter-century selling art in Cheyenne and it has im-
parted notable wisdom. He said it’s difficult to assess the artistic tastes of his customers. Artists and
buyers come from all walks of life, and featured art ranges vastly in price, so there’s a little for every-
one. That means there's no hard and fast rules that dictate what makes art marketable in Cheyenne.

“The longer I'm in this business, the less I know;” he said. “Tastes change, and you can never
judge what somebody’s going to like when they walk in””

In his downtime, Deselms is passionate about securing public art, especially sculpture in local
parks '

“We have a great Greenway and beautiful parks here, and the botanic gardens is a great place
to be,” he said. “T've always wanted to make Cheyenne an art destination. We're on two major
interstates, as well as halfway between Santa Fe and Jackson, which both have incredible art. The
Cheyenne people really appreciate artwork.”

Deselms Fine Art Gallery and Custom Framing is located at 303 E. 17th St. and open year round.

VISIf WWW. deselmsﬁnecrt com T—r mbre mformahon
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Cheyenne plays host
to Wild West legends

By Kristine Galloway
and Sarah Zoellick
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Several of the most well-
known Wild West characters
of thelate 1800s passed
through town during
Cheyenne’srough-and-tum-
ble days—somejustbriefly
kicking up their boots here,
others staying a short while.

"Wild Bill” Hickok

James
Butler “Wild
Bill” Hickok
becamea
fixturein
Cheyennein
1874,accord-
ingtoBill
O’Neal, au-
thor of “Cheyenne: A
Biography of the ‘Magic City’
ofthe Plains, 1867-1903.” By
thattime, he was already
well-known as alawman,
gunfighter and gambler.

O’Neal wrote that Hickok
was 37 whenhe arrivedin
CheyenneindJuly 1874 to
serve asascout forahunting
party. By thattime, he’d
served as a county sheriff,
city marshal and deputy U.S.
marshal, aswell asservingin
the Civil War and engagingin
gunfights across the West.

Hickokreturnedto
Cheyenne that September
and stayed for several
months, renting aroom

above Dan Miller’sjewelry
store, O’Neal stated.

“Hickok occupied himself
asagambler, relying upon his
reputationtoattractplay. He
held forth atthe Gold Room, a
saloon-theater-dance hall
thatalsoboasted gaming
tables,” O’Neal wrote.

Jim Bowker wrotein the
book “History of Cheyenne,
Wyoming Vol. 2” that Jim
Allenbuiltthe Gold Room at
310W.16thSt.in1867.He
saiditwas one of the first two
saloonsin Cheyenne.

He addedthatawarrant for
Hickok’s arrest on charges of
vagrancy wasissuedJunel7,
1875,in Cheyenne,and a
$200bond was ordered, but
Hickok wasnever arrested
and left town by November.

Hereturnedto Cheyenne
inearly 1876,however, and
reacquainted himself with
Agnes Thatcher Lake, a cir-
cusmanager and performer
who was several years his
senior.

Anarticle written by Phil
Roberts,a University of
Wyoming professor of his-
tory,and publishedinthe
Feb. 25,2007, edition of the
Wyoming Tribune-Eagle
states Hickok met Lake in
1873 in Rochester,New York.

Anannouncementpub-
lished inthe Cheyenne Daily
LeaderonMarch7,1876,
stated, “Married: By the Rev.
W.F.Warren, March S, 1876,
attheresidence of S.L.
Moyer, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Territory, Mrs. Agnes

Thatcher Lake of Cincinnati,
Ohio, toJames Butler
Hickok, Wild Bill, of this
city.”

Roberts wrote, “The minis-
ter was notconvinced that
the marriage would go well.
Hewroteinthe Marriage Re-
cord of the First Methodist
Church of Cheyenne (ami-
crofilmed copy of whichisin
the collection of the Wyo-
ming State Archives): ‘Don’t
think he meantit.””

That question remains
unanswered, as Hickok was
shotandkilled by James
McCallon Aug.2in Saloon
No.10in Deadwood, South
Dakota.

“"Buffalo Bill” Cody

William
Frederick
“Buffalo
Bill” Cody
wasafriend
of Hickok’s.
Heinvited
Hickokto
join his Wild
WestShowin 1873, though
the partnership didn’tlast
long.

Cody visited Cheyenne on
many occasions, butone of
the most notable wasin 1898,
when he brought his Wild
West Show tothe second
Cheyenne Frontier Days.

Accordingto O’Neal, CFD
took place Sept. S-6thatyear.
“Onachilly Monday, Sept. S,

Buffalo Billled his superbly
mounted troupeinits cus-
tomary parade, supplement-
edby 200 members ofthe
Cheyenne Fire Department.
The parade through
Cheyenne ended spectacu-
larly, with the stagecoach
racing up Ferguson Street
and Cody’s warriors gallop-
ingin pursuit,” he wrote.

Ferguson Street was the
formername of Carey
Avenue.

O’Neal wrote Cody held his
showinanopen prairie north
ofthe state Capitol.

Anadreprintedin
“Cheyenne: A Biography of
the ‘Magic City’ of the Plains”
shows that Cody broughthis
Wild West Show back to
Cheyenne on Saturday,
Aug.9,1902,as partofana-
tionwide tour before heading
to Europe.

Hickok wasn’t the only
famousname Cody hostedin
his show. Infamous rough-
neck Calamity Jane wasa
good friend of Cody’s and
sometimes performedin his
Wild West Show.

“"Calamity Jane"”

“Calamity
Jane” was
born Martha
Jane Cannary
onMay2,
1852.Though
she some-
times worked

as aprostitute, she preferred
tolivelikeaman. She dressed
inbuckskins, and took up
chewing tobaccoand drink-
ing with the best of them.

“Women weren’t typically
evenallowedinthebar, ex-
ceptforatparticular mo-
ments, like you could come at
4inthe afternoon for tea at
the Tivoli or different things
like that,” said Visit
Cheyenne Director of
Operations Jill Pope. “But
(Calamity Jane) dressed
like aman, and she’d comein
and shoot off her gun, and
everybodylovedit,soshe
waskind of accepted as one of
the guys.”

Popesaid, “It’salittle hard
sometimes to know what’s
factand what’s fiction about
Calamity because shetold a
lotof tall tales—shejustmade
stuffup.”

Calamity Jane cameto
Cheyenneinthe 1870s.
O’Neal wrote that she was
charged with grand larceny
in Cheyennein1876,buta
jury declared hernot guilty
inJune ofthatyear.

O’Neal stated that, while
celebrating the verdict afew
dayslater, Calamity Jane
rented ahorse and buggy
from James Abney with the
intention of driving to Fort
D.A.Russell,now known
asF.E.Warren Air Force
Base.

Anarticle published inthe
June 20,1876, edition of the
Cheyenne Daily Leadersaid,
“Bythetime she had reached
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the fort, however,indulgencein fre-
quentand liberal potations complete-
ly befogged hernot very clear brain,
and she drove rightby that place.”

The article reported that she con-
tinued drinking throughout the night
and awoke the following morning,
June11,andbelieved Fort Russell
had been moved. It further stated
that she then drove to Fort Laramiein
acontinued search for Fort Russell.

O’Neal wrote that Calamity Jane
returned to Cheyenne inJuly and
triedtohirearigat Terryand
Hunter’s Livery Stable, but was
turned down, likely because she
hadn’treturned Abney’sbuggy.

Calamity Jane reportedly then
visited the office of the Cheyenne
Daily Leaderto protest the article
written abouther.

According to O’Neal, “The city
editorlooked up to see ascowling
woman, ‘cladin a cavalry uniform,
withabull-whipinherhand, aleerin
hereye and gininherbreath.””

He statesthat she cracked her whip
onthe ceiling and asked to see “the

fighting editor.” O’Neal wrote the
city editor denied being the editor
and left tofind “the fighting editor.”

According to O’Neal, that was the
lasttime Calamity Jane caused trou-
blein Cheyenne.

Bat Masterson
(1853-1921)

Notlongafter Wild
Billleft Cheyenne,
Bartholemew
William Barclay
“Bat” Masterson,
another famous gam-
bler-gunfighter,
rolled into Cheyenne
bytrainin 1876 or

1877.

Atjust22yearsold, Masterson
already had areputation forbeinga
fighting man, O’Neal wrote.

Masterson reportedly took more of
aliking tothe gamblingtablesin
Cheyenne than he did panning for
goldin Deadwood. Heissaid tohave

only spent about five weeks here
before his winning streak ended,
sending him back to Dodge City,

Kansas, where he was elected sheriff.

Doc Holliday
(1851-1887)

John Henry “Doc”
Holliday, another
famous figure from
the Old West, livedin
Cheyenne briefly
during the Gold Rush
period, and probably
around 18760r 1877
aswell.

Adentistbytrade, Holliday devel-
oped an affinity for gambling and
spent several monthsin Cheyenne
working asahouse dealer atalocal
theater before moving ontoother
places, like Deadwood and Denver.

O’Neal wrote that Holliday, a
Georgianative, contracted tubercu-
losisabout the time he completed
dental training. He is said to have

headed westin 1873 seekingadry
climate that might extend hislife.

“Holliday had amean disposition
and an ungovernable temper, and
undertheinfluence ofliquor was a
most dangerous man,” Masterson
reportedly said, according to O’Neal.
“He washot-headed and impetuous,
and very much given toboth drinking
and quarrelling, and among men who
did not fear him, he was very much
disliked.”

O’Neal wrote that Holliday did not
yethave adangerousreputation like
Masterson and Hickok during his
stayin Cheyenne.

Like Masterson, Holliday is said to
havebeen close friends with legend-
arylawman Wyatt Earp. According
tothe website www.biography.com,
Holliday and Earp were two of the
mostfamous peopleinvolvedinthe
1881 gunfight atthe O.K. Corralinthe
then-Arizona Territory, whichis
regarded asthe mostlegendary bat-
tle ofthe American Wild West. That
shootout solidified Holliday’s leg-
endary status.
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COLDWELL BANKER THE PROPERTY EXCHANGE
IS CHEYENNE TESTED, NATIONALLY APPROVED.

Known first as ERA The Property Exchange, the company was a modest operation employing 17 hardworking
agents during an economic recession following Wyoming's oil bust in the early 1980s. As the company grew
it became The Property Exchange in 1995 and relocated offices a few times. Now located at 255 Storey
Blvd., The Property Exchange joined Coldwell Banker in 2011 and is now one of the leading real estate com-

Former TPE office at 4020 House Ave, Circa 1992 panies in Cheyenne. It is home to more than 70 professionals and is on track to match its best financial year.

Calling Cheyenne home for 37 years means Coldwell Banker The Property Exchange is as much a family as it is a business. “We recognize that you can't
take; you have to give,” Kent Jesperson, retired Managing Broker said. “If we all go with that philosophy, we create a team environment in our company
rather than being individualized.” Jesperson has always led the company as a non-compete broker, encouraging cooperation over competition among the
agents to best serve their clients. Current Managing Broker Patrick Graham continues that tradition and it shows. “This is the most family-like company I've
ever worked for,” Marketing Director Travis Hoff said. “Very caring, very understanding.”

Buying into the national Coldwell Banker brand offers more resources while allowing the company to maintain their local roots. “We have a long history
of being in Cheyenne and we're still locally owned, but have the strength of a national company behind us,” Hoff said. With the assistance of Coldwell
Banker, agents make their client’s relocation painless and offer many perks. Advanced marketing strategies, access to list on more than 50 real estate
websites, social media tools, and discounts with various service providers and relocation companies are just some of the many advantages for clients.

While he's proud of the company’s success, Jesperson said he’s most proud of their community involvement. While individual
agents are involved with various non-profits and community projects, the company also comes together to give back to
Cheyenne. In partnership with the Downtown Development Authority, they started Adopt-A-Block where agents and staff help
clean up a section of downtown throughout the summer. Coldwell Banker The Property Exchange is also the primary sponsor
of Cheyenne’s 150th-anniversary celebrations. Events for this fall include; a barbecue to raise money for first responders, a
pumpkin giveaway, and a pet-adoption for rescued animals. They're also regular participants of Cheyenne’s day of giving.

“Yes, we buy and sell real estate, but most importantly we want to be a strong part of this community,” Hoff said. Both Jesper-

son and Hoff have a host of reasons to stay in Cheyenne, but none more salient than its natives. “People are unique here,” The First Adopt-A-Block clean up.
Jesperson said. “They're friendly. They're just good people. And that's what keeps us here.” May 24, 2015

Q/&ppg 7~ C%égéme/

See All of Our Newest Listings at PropertyEx.com

255 Storey Blvd. e 307.632.6481 800.221.6694

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
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The hanging of Tom Horn

ACCUSED OF KILLING TEEN
WILLIE NICKELL, HORN’'S
SENSATIONAL TRIAL IS
REGARDED AS MARKING
THE END OF LAWLESSNESS
IN WILD CHEYENNE.

Ranch hand. Cowboy. Indian
interpreter. Army scout. Range
detective. Hired gunman hanged
formurder.

Anyone well-versedin Western
history, and especially Cheyenne
history, likely knows of the notori-
ous Tom Horn, who worked for
wealthy cattle barons.

“Inthe cowboyland, he’s pretty
well known,” Jill Pope, the director
of operations for Visit Cheyenne,
said.

“He was probably not guilty of the
murder he was hung for. However,
he certainly was responsible for a
lotof deaths,” Pope continued. “He
was hired by the stockmen tomake
sure people were not stealing cattle
and he would actually, you know,
kill themif they were stealing cat-
tle,if he gave them a warning and
they didn’theedit. Sohe wasn’ta
goodegg.”

Born afarmboy in Missouri,
Hornreportedly headed westasa
young teen after taking abeating
from his father and became a
wanderer with an appetite for
adventure.

Horn was tried in the court of
public opinion long before heading
tothe courthouse,and ajuryof 12
men found him guilty of first-de-
gree murder after atwo-week-long,
well-attended trial held in Chey-
ennein October1902. More than
100yearslater, though, people con-
tinue to debate whether Horn actu-
allykilled 14-year-old Willie
Nickell.

Someone shot andkilled Nickell
inJuly 1901, not far from his fami-
ly’shomesteadin the Iron Moun-

Tom Horn braiding rope around 1902 or 1903. \Wyoming State Archives

tain area. Many thought Nickell’s
father, Kels Nickell, might have
beentheintendedtarget,butthe
teen happened tobe wearing his
dad’shatand coat. Among many
other disagreements, Kels Nickell
had angered the influential cattle
barons by introducing sheep tohis
range.
Horn’strademark-reportedly so
he could get paid—wastoplacea
smallrock underhis victim’s head,
and that’s exactly how Willie Nick-
ellwas found. Additionally, a depu-

ty U.S.marshal pried adrunken
confession outof Hornin his sec-
ond-floor office in downtown
Cheyenne-the bay window above
what’s now the Wyoming Home
store that still overlooks West
Lincolnway. A court stenographer
hidingin the adjoining office re-
portedly recorded Horn’s supposed
admission.

According to Pope, Horn’s influ-
ential cattle baron friends spent
$100,000 on his defense, and people
still believe to this day that he might

havebeen framed for the slaying. A
mocKk retrial that took placein
Cheyennein 1993 ended in a not-
guilty verdict.

Horn’sreal trial took place atthe
original courthouse in Cheyenne,
builtin 1873 atthe corner of 19th
Streetand what’snow Pioneer Ave-
nue. Thatbuilding wasrazedin
1917 and replaced with what’s still
there today, known now as the his-
toric courthouse. A modern govern-
ment complex was added tothe

structurein 199S.
Hemanaged
toescapefrom  “'Killing is my
jailseveral =
months after his speclalty. I
trial Oaimd lelzn- look atitas a
joyed ashort- -
lived bout of business
freedom before proposition,
being captured. -
The stuntis said and I think I
tohavejeopar-  have a corner
dized any
chance he might on the
havehadata market.”
stay of execu-
tionandrelease. Tom Horn
Friends of

Horn, famous cowboy/rodeo
champion Charles Burton “C.B.”
or “Charlie” Irwin and his brother,
Frank Irwin, sang “Life’s Railway
toHeaven” before Horn was
hanged Nov. 20,1903, atagallows
near the courthouse, reportedly at
Horn’srequest.

Willie Nickellis buried in Chey-
enne’s Lakeview Cemetery. Horn’s
brother arranged for his body tobe
taken to a cemetery near Boulder,
Colorado.

Actor Steve McQueen played
Horninthe 1980 film “Tom Horn”
and married actress AliMcGrawin
Holliday Parkin 1973.

Many regard Horn’s sensational
trial, which attracted national at-
tention, as marking the end of vio-
lence and lawlessnessin Cheyenne.

- Sarah Zoellick, Wyoming Tribune Eagle
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LAKEVIEW CEMETERY

By Sarah Zoellick
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Nestled justnortheast of downtown
Cheyenneisthe peaceful, still-opera-
tional historic Lakeview Cemetery.
It’saplace where headstones etched
with pizza and a video game control-
ler stand among crumbling markers
from the 1800s and large family plots
featuring some of the state’s most
prominent politicians, ranchers and
cattlebarons.

“Youcanhavenew and old right
nexttoeachother,” City Cemetery
Director Mark Wright said.

While burial permitNo. 1 wasis-
sued May 21,1875, the city didn’t
officially adopt the name Lakeview
for the cemetery until 1932. Before
then, the cemetery was formally
known as City Cemetery.

Priorto City Cemetery being estab-
lished, the Union Pacific Railroad
surveyed, plotted and created the
first cemeteryin Cheyenne near
whatisnow theentranceto F.E.
Warren Air Force Base.

Avyearafter City Cemetery started,
city officials ordered all bodies bur-
ied outside the City Cemetery tobe
relocated at the cost of $10 each.

Two-year-old Daniel Cassellsis
said tobe the firstrecorded burial at

A large stone marks the grave of Pony Express rider John "Portuguese” Phillips,

known for his 236-mile ride in a blizzard

from Fort Phil Kearny in northern Wyo-

ming to Fort Laramie to deliver news of 80 soldiers being killed by Indians.
Photos by Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

the cemetery.

Gravestonesinthe cemetery not
only tell the city’s history,but give a
glimpse of the history of the West. In
here are the headstones of some of
the first men massacred by Indians,
and more famed figures such as Pony
Expressrider John “Portuguese”

Phillips, known for his 236-mile ride
inablizzard from Fort Phil Kearny in
northern Wyoming to Fort Laramie
todeliver news of 80 soldiers being
killed by Indians.

Another defining momentin
Cheyenne history was the trial of
Tom Horn, who was convicted of

killing 14-year-old Willie Nickellin
1901 near hishomestead in the Iron
Mountain area. Nickellisburiedin
Lakeview, with aplaque fixed to his
headstone thatreads: “Tom Horn
hanged for thismurder.”

The modernboundaries of the
cemetery are Seymour Avenue, 23rd
Street, Russell Avenue, 25th Street,
Morrie Avenue and Pershing
Boulevard. Wright said old photo-
graphssuggestthe wroughtiron
fence along Seymour Avenue likely
was at one time around the Capitol
grounds before getting repurposed.

Wrightenjoys pointing out some of
the more quirky headstones, such as
one for a “Girl with the thirdeye” -
“I’'vegotnoideawhatthat means, but
it’'sengraved on her headstone,” he
said-and that of Annie Davidson
(1868-1936), supposedly the “first
white girlbornin Cheyenne.”

Near her grave, whichisby the
cemetery office at 2501 Seymour
Ave.,standsthe cemetery’soriginal
holding vault, built to store bodies
during winter.

“Backinthe day, digging by hand,
notgoing tohappen,” Wright said.
“Sothey would put them in there until
the springtime.”

The holding vault now features
information about the cemetery’s

The grave of Annie Davidson, the “first
white girl born in Cheyenne,” in Chey-
enne's Lakeview Cemetery.

A dreamcatcher grave marker.

Gen. John "Black Jack” Pershing's wife and
three young daughters died in a fire in San
Francisco in 1915 and are buried in Chey-
enne's Lakeview Cemetery.

A Japanese plot was established in
Lakeview Cemetery in 1924.
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history, makingitagreat first
stop on the walking tour.

Thetallestobeliskinthe
cemetery, alsonear the hold-
ing vault,is the headstone for
Gov.DeForestRichards,
who served as Wyoming’s
fifth governor from 1899 to
1903 before dyingin office
justfour monthsinto his
second term. Heisone of nine
former state governors bur-
ied atthe cemetery.

Asthe walking tour winds
through the cemetery, visi-
tors can view the gravesite of
Lucy Phillips, whoarrivedin
Cheyennein 1867 on the first
passengertrainatage 62. She
donated her property at 18th
Streetand Thomes Avenue,
where African Methodist
Church, the firstblack
churchin Wyoming, was
built after black members
left First Methodist Church
on Central Avenue to form
their own congregation.

Fourteen-year-old Willie Nickell was shot dead in July 1901. Hired

gunman Tom Horn was hanged in Cheyenne for the crime Nov. 20,

1903, though some dispute he was guilty. Blaine McCartney/

Wyoming Tribune Eagle

The wide variety of names
onthevarious headstonesin
the cemeteryisindicative of
Cheyenne’s ethnic mix
through the years,andthere

alsoisauniquesection ofthe
cemetery with several
Japanese-engraved mark-
ers. Forreasons unknown,
the Japanese plot was estab-

lishedin1924.

Adjacenttothe section of
Japanese markersis what’s
known as Potter’s Field, a
section of the cemetery set
aside for burying the poor.

Gov.Nellie
Tayloe Ross—the
firstfemale gover-
norinthe country
—alsoisburiedin
the cemetery,
along with her sons
and husband. She
served as governor
of Wyoming from
1925t01927.

Sen. FrancisE.
Warren, for whom
F.E.Warren Air
Force Baseis
named, and his
family are buried at

Lakeview as well-butnot
his son-in-law, Gen. John
“Black Jack” Pershing,
whoisburiedin Arlington
National Cemeteryin

Washington, D.C.

Lakeview Cemetery
is open year-round
to the public for
self-guided walking
tours. Tour booklets
and other informa-
tion can be picked
up during business
hours from the
cemetery office at
2501 Seymour Ave.

Pershing married
Warren’s daughter, Helen
Frances “Frankie” Warren,
and quickly was promoted to
General of the Armies—the

highestpossible
rankinthe U.S.
military, held
only by Pershing
and George
Washington.
Frankie Pershing
andtheirthree
young daughters,
whowereburied
at Lakeview next
toher mother,
Helen,diedina
firein San
Franciscoin191S.
Thecouple’s

young son, Francis Warren

stone.

Pershing, survived.

The Warren plotis marked
by F.E.Warren’slarge,im-
posingred granite head-

\munity College
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From windswept plains to

Tree City USA

By James Chilton
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

When Gen. Grenville
Dodge arrived atthe site of
what would become
Cheyenne, he beheld amost-
ly emptylandscape—asmall
creek and ahandful of trees
inthe middle ofavastex-
panse of windswept plains.

Infact,evennine years
after Cheyenne was estab-
lished,awomannamed
Nennie Steel wrotein her
diary that the entire town had
just 12 treestotal. Today,
there are roughly a quarter-
million trees that grace the
city’s parks, neighborhoods
and open spaces.

Butthe transformation
wasn’t swift, nor wasit pos-
sible without the vision of
several of the city’searliest
citizens. Asthe city prepares
tocelebrateits 150th anni-
versary,new visionaries are
stepping forth torenew the
push fortree plantingin
Cheyenne.

Unique challenges
and early adopters

Tounderstand why
Cheyenne’strees are sore-
markable, it helpstoknow
how Cheyenne’s founding
differs from somany other
cities and towns up and down
the Front Range.

“Wefounded atown where
nobody intheirrightmind
normally would have puta
town,” said Shane Smith,
founder and director of the
Cheyenne Botanic Gardens.
“Virtually every other com-

The transformation from a nearly treeless city to one with a quarter-million trees didn't happen
quickly - nor would it have been possible without the vision of several of the city’s earliest citizens.
Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

munity,townand cityinthe
region could look at some sort
of prior Native American
habitation. There wasno
reasonto stop and stay here:
There was nonatural protec-
tion,nomineralsand very
little water.”

Ontop of that, Smith said
Cheyenne’s climate posesits
ownissues.Notonlyisthe city
locatedinasemi-arid zone
thatgetsbarely 16inches of
moistureayear,it’s alsothe
fourth-windiest and most
hail-prone city inthe country.

“We probably have one of
the worst garden climatesin
thelower 48 states, andit’s
notjust wind. It’slack of win-
ter snow cover,” Smith said.

“That’s why,iflefttoitsna-
tive environment, you might
see afewtrees growing along
Crow Creekin Cheyenne, but
that’dbeit.”
Smithsaiditonly figures
that people audacious enough
tofound Cheyenne where
they did would also be willing
topopulateitwithtrees. And
that’sexactly whathappened,
through many decades.
Perhapsthe single most
important personalityin-
volvedin Cheyenne’s early
forestry efforts was James
Floyd Jenkins. He arrivedin
Cheyennein 1876towork as
the chief clerk of the commis-
sary at Camp Carlin, a quar-
termaster depotjust south of

FortD.A.Russell, now
knownas F.E. Warren Air
Force Base.

“He was from Wisconsin,
and when he came here,
there were very few trees;
the only place native trees
grew was along waterways,”
said Mark Ellison, assistant
director of Cheyenne Urban
Forestry. “Many of the set-
tlers who came here brought
trees with them, whichis why
wehave alotof Midwesttree
species. Butmost of them
planted the cottonwoods that
hadbeen growing along the
streams and lakes.”

ItwasJenkins whokicked
that effortinto high gear. His
effortsbegan ahead of Arbor

HOWDOES A CITY GO FROM AN EMPTY LANDSCAPETO
ONE WITH A QUARTER-MILLION TREES? AUDACITY

Dayin 1882. By that point,
Jenkins was co-ownerofa
shoe storeintown,and with
hisbusiness partner and
next-doorneighbor, he
launched acampaigntoraise
fundstobuild apark along
fourblocksofland given to
the city by the Union Pacific
Railroad.

The campaign was suc-
cessful,and the result was
the city’s first municipal
park, which was planted on
the site where the Wyoming
Supreme Courtnow stands at
2301 Capitol Ave. The park
remained untilthe 1930s,
when the city granteditto
the state. Several of the origi-
naltreesstill stand onthe
grounds.

“Inhis memoirs, Jenkins
talked about planting the first
treein Cheyennein1878,”
Smithsaid. “Ithink he’sbrag-
ging, butIthink he rightfully
isthe father of our parks. He
pretty much founded Lions
Park,and he made it his mis-
siontobeautify Sloans Lake.”

Ellison agreed that Jenkins
planted thousandsof trees
across Cheyenne,including
onthelandthatwould be-
come Lions Park, the crown
jewel ofthe city’s parks
system.

“Heplanted probably
thousandsoftrees and was
the major person behind the
planting of Lions Park-alot
oftheinitial planting efforts
alongthe streets,” Ellison
said. “We’vebeen doing re-
searchourselves, and I found
information about the city’s
firsttree committeein 1902.
The City Council appointed
Jenkinstoraise money from
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businessownersaround

town, and you’ll see alot of
prominentnamesinthere:
Carey,Dinneen, Warren.”

Trees planted
outside of city, too

FortD.A.Russellalso
launchedits own efforts to
transplant treestothe area,
startingin 1885, when the
War Department ordered the
basetobeexpandedtoac-
commodate eightinfantry
companies.

“They built these beautiful
red brick structures outthere
and also planted thousands of
trees,” Smith said.

Asthe century wound on,
Cheyenne alsobecame an
important contributorto
the botanical science of the
High Plains with the opening
ofthe U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Cheyenne
High Plains Horticultural
Research Stationin 1928.

“Anattorneyintownby the
name of George Brimmer
was areal mover and shaker,
and he had thisideathat what
Cheyenneneededtobea
great city wasthisbigag
station,” Smith said.

Smith said the High Plains
were effectively the last part
of the continental United
States totruly be settled, and
evenby the 1920s,there
hadn’tbeen much work done
to figure out what sorts of
plants could thrivein the
cold, windy, semi-arid
environment.

“They found their mission
afterit wasbuilt,inaway.
Theyrealized thatto settle
the High Plains, we’ve gotto
getpeopletowanttolive
here,” Smithsaid. “Andtodo
that, we’ve got tobuild com-
munities thathave a similar
look and feel to communities
backeast.”

Smith said that while two
other competing ag stations
didresearch primarily on
farming, Cheyenne’s station
was differentinthatitserved
as asortoftesting ground,

gauging the hardinessof a
huge variety of plants and
cultivating the survivorsto
thrive here.

“These guys werelooking
atroses, atlilacs,at what
makes anice shadetree;and
they were receiving plants
fromall overthe world be-
cause by thatpoint,the USDA
had developed a contingent of
plantexplorers,” Smith said.

Plantexplorers, he said,
were essentially the botanical
equivalentofIndianaJones—
rugged scientists who would
travel the world in search of
exoticplantstobringbackto
Cheyennetotest.

“They’d getoffthe train, go
tothe farmers markets,look
atwhat fruits and vegetables
people were eating, then
they’d gonorth and ask, ‘Do
youstill have this apple
here?”” Smithsaid.

“Eventually they’dfinda
place where they didn’thave
any apples there anymore, at
which point they’d know to go
back tothe second-most
northerly station, because

they were probably growing
the mosthardy version of that
applethere.”

Smith said some of the
plantsbroughtbacktothe
research station have since
become staples,including
the alfalfahay grownin
Wyoming and the wheatgrass
that stabilizes the sides of
highwaysall across the state.

“The Cheyenne station
released plants that wound
up alloverthe High Plains,”
Smithsaid. “It’shard todrive
intoa High Plains commu-
nity and not find something
thatthe High Plains station
wasresponsible for.”

Locatedjustafewmiles
northwest of Cheyenne prop-
er,theresearchstation’s
mission continued through
1974 beforeitswitched to
studying water conservation
andlater grasslandresearch.
While many of the trees and
plants cultivated out there
are long since gone, some of
the hardiest remain to this
dayinwhatisnowknown as
the High Plains Arboretum.

Cheyenne
Botanic Gardens

While the High Plains
research station played a
criticalrolein developing
Cheyenne’s plantlife, it’s the
Cheyenne Botanic Gardens
that has served as the show-
room for much of that work.

The Botanic Gardens
beganitslifejust three short
years after the High Plains
researchstationendedits
horticultural mission. It
started as the Cheyenne
Community Solar
Greenhouse, eventually
expandingtoitscurrent
locationin Lions Parkin
1986, the same yearitbe-
came afull-fledged division
of Parks and Recreation.

“Younever would expect
toseeafull-service, fully
staffed botanic gardensina
city of this size. So stillin our
DNA, we’re still doing what
we shouldn’tdo,” Smith said.
“That’s my theme for
Cheyenne’s 150th. We do

As the century wound on, Cheyenne became an important contributor to the botanical science of the
High Plains with the opening of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Cheyenne High Plains Horticul-
tural Research Station in 1928. Over the next few years, the area became a lush garden, housing a
variety of plant species where workers tested each for resilience in Cheyenne's harsh climate. This
photo was taken in the early 1930s. U.S. Department of Agriculture Research Service

things we shouldn’tbe able to
doforacity of oursize, but we
doitanyway.”

Infact,itwasin1982-ex-
actly 100 years after Jenkins
launched the first full-scale
tree planting effortsin town
—that Cheyenne was formally
designated a “Tree City
USA” by the Arbor Day
Foundation. The designation
recognizes the city’s forestry
division and its effortsto
develop and maintain urban
canopy throughout the city.

Ellisonsaidinthe decades
since then, trees have not
been getting the attention
they once enjoyedin
Cheyenne. Some of the city’s
oldesttrees are beginning to
come up against theirlifes-
pan, while others arein dan-
gerofbeingkilled by para-
siteslike theemerald ash
borerbeetle. But despite
those concerns, new trees
havenotbeen planted to
replace those atrisk.

“Weunderstand wehad a
tree-planting history when
ourcity was founded, and
we’ve gotten away from that.
Sowe wantto get thatrestart-
ed,” Ellison said.

He’saimingtodothat
through anew program
called “Rootedin Cheyenne,’
which has pulled volunteer
stakeholderstogetherto
launch agrassroots effort at
planting anew generation of
treeshere.

“We’ve gotalotofnewer
neighborhoods, too, where
there weren’t many trees
planted,” Ellison said. “So
we’re going totry to partner
with homeownersto pay for
abouthalfthe costofatree,
and we’ll alsoplantit for
them. Homeowners would be
abletoapply forup totwo
trees ayear, which would be
plantedinthe public right of
way or adjacenttoiton public
property.”

Thoseinterestedinlearn-
ing more about the program
canvisitthe “Rootedin
Cheyenne” Facebook page or
call Urban Forestry at
307-637-6428.

)



WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR
COMMITMENT TO
PROVIDING CLOSE,
PERSONAL ATTENTION TO
OUR CLIENTS

WYOMING’S LARGEST CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT FIRM IS GROWING,
AND IT'S BRINGING CHEYENNE’'S QUALITY NAME WITH IT,

Originally founded by local accountants in the 1930s, McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLP endured nearly half a dozen name changes before
2000, when nine partners purchased the firm.

The enterprise now provides a range of professional services for diverse clientele. From individual taxes for middle class Wyominties,
to audits and reviews for high-wealth entities, MHP kicks it up a notch. The firm offers accounting, consulting and litigation support to
regional auto dealers, manufacturing organizations, construction companies, government organizations and non-profits. In addition, the
company specializes in services including fraud and forensic accounting, acquisitions, business valuations and cost segregation. That
may sound intimidating, but MHP handles the heavy stuff for families and local businesses.

Partner Kenneth Dugas graduated from the University of Wyoming in 1981 and joined company’s predecessor, McGladrey, Hendrick-
son & Co. Since those early years, the company has seen an impressive increase in employees and clients, thanks in part to technologi-
cal advances.

“When | started, we'd head out on a job with a half a dozen audit bags full of stuff and today we have a laptop under our arm and ac-
cess to a lot more,” Dugas said.

While the firm is expanding into Fort Collins and northern Colorado, its Cheyenne roots remain strong. Dugas and the firm’s employ-
ees are active in the community, serving on various boards and charities. Ken alone has served on the board for Cheyenne LEADS,
Chamber of Commerce and United Way. The firm was even honored for exemplary business ethics by the Better Business Bureau serv-
ing northern Colorado and greater Wyoming in 2010.

“l have a passion about business and economic development in Cheyenne,” he said. “Economic development is beyond recruiting a
business in town; it's also about making Cheyenne and Laramie County an attractive place for bug ir employees to want
to relocate.”

Maintaining a vibrant downtown, Dugas said, is vital to its economic growth and marketability. the firm’s success
with Cheyenne.

“One of our values is community stewardship and we encourage all of our employees to get in munity,” he said. “But
we also want them to get involved with things they have a passion about.”

Dugas makes an effort to keep local talent in Wyoming, favoring University of Wyoming alums process.

“We want to keep people in Wyoming and we hire six to 12 people a year out of the university,”

Not unlike many local businesses, MHP considers itself a family-first operation. Dugas believes nvolvement in the
workplace. The career is a challenging and fulfilling one, he said, and the firm’s employees meet t

“It's been a tremendous group of people to work with,” he said. “I couldn't have asked for a bett e than this. We're very
proud to be a part of this community.”

314 W 18TH ST. | DOWNTOWN CHEYENNE | (307) 634-2151 | WWW.MHPLLP.COM
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Books about Cheyenne

By Josh Rhoten | Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Want to read more about Cheyenne's history? These books offer plenty of information about the city’s past:

“"CHEYENNE:
1867-1917"

Author: Nancy Weidel

Published by: Arcadia
Publishing, 2009

Part of the Images of America
series of books, this relatively
small work is packed with his-
toric photos and short stories
from the early years of the city
up through the half-century
mark.

The story of the city is told
almost exclusively through pho-
tos from the Wyoming State
Archives, with lengthy captions.
That means while the depth and
detail can be lacking, it's a light
and easy read, especially for
those new to the city’s history.

The book is still in circulation
through sellers like Amazon.com
and is also available at the
Laramie County Library.

“F.E. WARREN AIR
FORCE BASE"

Author: Paula Bauman Taylor

Published by: Arcadia
Publishing, 2012

This is another excellent entry
from the Images of America
series. Once again, the book is
full of historic photos of the
oldest continually active Air
Force base in the system.

Photos in this book come once
again from the Wyoming Sate
Archives, as well as the current
base archives. They tell the story
of the early days of Fort D.A.
Russell through the installation
of the Minuteman missiles in
short, easy-to-read bursts.

The book is still in circulation
through sellers like Amazon.com
and is also available at the
Laramie County Library.

"CHEYENNE: 1867 TO
1903. A BIOGRAPHY
OF THE ‘MAGIC CITY'
OF THE PLAINS”

Author: Bill 0'Neal
Published by: Eakin Press, 2006

Author Bill O’'Neal has written more
than a dozen books and hundreds of
articles on the American West on a
variety of topics. He has also appeared
as a historian on several TV documen-
taries on Turner Network Television,
The History Channel and the Discovery
Channel.

He visited Cheyenne in 2004 to talk
with local historians like William R.
Dubois and Shirley Flynn, among
others. During that time, he also toured
historic locations for himself. Deep
research through the American
Heritage Center at the University of
Wyoming, the Wyoming State
Archives and other resources strength-
ened the spine of his work from there.

The result is a thick volume that is
highly detailed with original research
and copies of primary historic docu-
ments, and rich with interesting anec-
dotes and asides about the city.

The book is still in circulation through
sellers like Amazon.com and is also
available at the Laramie County Library.

"THE MAGIC CITY
OF THE PLAINS -
CHEYENNE,
1867-1967"

Author: The Centennial
Historical Committee

Published: 1967

One of the oldest texts we used
for our research, this volume
was created to celebrate
Cheyenne's 100th anniversary
in 1967. Authors include J.0.
Reed, Maurine Carley, William
R. Dubois and Katherine
Halverson.

Full of detail and featuring
locally sourced photos, this
collection is a useful time cap-
sule for consideration. The work
covers many aspects of life in
Cheyenne, from high-profile
items like the origins of
Cheyenne Frontier Days to the
weather patterns and notable
residents that are sure to catch
the eye of curious locals and
amateur historians alike.

The book is available at the
Laramie County Library, and a
few used copies can be found
online.

"HAUNTED
CHEYENNE"

Author: Jill Pope

Published by: Haunted America,
2013

Whether you believe in ghosts or
not, this book offers some inter-
esting stories and perspectives
about Cheyenne’s past. Of course,
itis far from scholarly, but it is
plenty of fun.

Local author Jill Pope divides the
city into sections and spent a
significant amount of time in each
talking with residents, employees
and shop owners about their
personal paranormal experiences.

The stories in the book cover a lot
of ground, from an old legend
about a lingering guest who fell
out of a fourth-floor window of
the Plains Hotel to odd sounds
and sights at the Atlas Theatre.

The book is still in circulation
through sellers like Amazon.com
and is also available at the
Laramie County Library. A sister
version focusing only on F.E.
Warren, titled "Haunted Warren
Air Force Base," is also available.
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Others celebrating
sesquicentennials

The city of Cheyenne isn’t the only
local entity celebrating 150 years
of existence in 2017,

First United Methodist Church,
Cheyenne Regional Medical
Center, FE. Warren Air Force Base
and the to the
Wyoming Tribune Eagle all had
their starts in 1867.

First United Methodist Church,
located at 108 E. 18th St is the
oldest congregation of any
denomination in Wyoming,
according to Rev. Mark Marston,
its senior pastor.

On Sept. 29, 1867, the Rev. WW.
Baldwin preached at what was
then city hall, located at present-
day Pioneer Avenue and 17th
Street. (A traveling Baptist
minister preached before Baldwin,
but he was not assigned here.)

Methodist Church members first
built a white-frame church in 1870
at the current location. They later

built a red sandstone church at the
same location in 1892 or 1897.

The Daily Leader was the
predecessor of today’s Wyoming
Tribune Eagle. The newspaper
published its first edition Sept. 19,
1867, less than a month aftera
young Cheyenne elected its first
mayor and filled other offices.

Nathan Baker, who was 24 in
1867, was the newspaper’s first
editor and owner. He came from
Denver and brought his printing
press with him.

Baker called his newspaper the
Cheyenne Daily Leader, which he
published three times a week. He
later the name to the
Daily Leader, which eventually
was published every day except
Sunday. The Leader was the top
paper in Cheyenne for many years,
according to Nancy Weidel in her
book "Cheyenne 1867-1917"

Baker was an unofficial
cheerleader for Cheyenne, often
writing stories that predicted a
wonderful future for the "Magic
City of the Plains.”

Plenty of events planned
to celebrate city's 150th

By James Chilton
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

It’sbeen four months since
Mayor Marian Orr named a commit-
tee to prepare eventsrelated to
Cheyenne’s 150th anniversary cel-
ebration thisyear.

Butinthatshorttime, the city’s
sesquicentennial steering commit-
tee hasmanaged to come up with a
slew of events to
mark the occasion,
settobegin July 4
and continue through
Aug.18. All of the
events have been
funded through
grassroots donation
efforts, with the only
public coststothe
city coming in the manpower needed
tosee each event through.

“Most of our venues are public
places ... sowe’re impacting staff
time,” said Mona Pearl, the sesqui-
centennial committee’slead coordi-
nator. “But we’ve gotten many busi-
nesses to donate. Folks have stepped

Pearl

Former Cheyenne Mayor Bill Nation visits with current Mayor Marian Orr after the
unveiling of the logo for Cheyenne's sesquicentennial celebration this year during a
press conference Feb. 8, 2017, at the historic Cheyenne Depot. Orr named Nation as the
honorary chairman of this year’s celebration. Blaine McCartney/Wyoming Tribune Eagle

become Cheyenne at the point where
the Union Pacific Railroad crossed

upinabigway.” the water. As such, the July 4 event
The first event will be a formal will commemorate the day the city
kickoff tentatively receivedits moni-
setforlla.m.to - - ker,and will also
4p.m.July4at For more information feature games for
David R. Romero children and in-
South Cheyenne For the latest information on events formation about
Community Park. plaqned to celgl_)rate Cheyenne’s 150th Cheyenne’s
“Ttisa beautiful, anniversary, visit \‘I:IWW.cheyenne founding, hlStOI'y
safe placetobe e o e | LR EE and heritage.
near the banks of Celebration” on Facebook. Through the
Crow Creek, and it remainder of

also offers us anindoor option (if
the weatherisbad thatday),” Pearl
said.

The proximity to Crow Creekis
important, sincein 1867, Gen.
Grenville Dodge and his survey
crew first plotted the site that would

July, Pearl said several local organi-
zations will be hosting their own
events for the sesquicentennial.
These willinclude the Cheyenne
Police Department’s Neighborhood
Night Outon July 11, which will
feature an 1867 theme and costume

contest.

Then, on July 14, the Greater
Cheyenne Chamber of Commerce
will also pay tribute to the milestone
atits Pardners N’ Prosperity
luncheon at the Cheyenne Depot
Plaza.

Whileit’s usually held in
September, Pearl said the Cheyenne
firefighters’ annual Freedom SKis
being pushed up to Aug. Sthisyearto
coincide with the week Cheyenne
was formally incorporated. But that
isonly the first of many events
planned for the week of Aug. 5-12.

On Aug. 6,the Rev. Rick Veit of St.
Mark’s Episcopal Churchis plan-
ning tolead aninterfaith gathering
celebrating “150 years of faithin
Cheyenne” at10 a.m. atthe
Cheyenne Civic Center.
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“He’sworking onroundingup 110
churches, synagogues and other
faith traditions to take partin the
gathering,” Pearl said.

Then,at7 p.m. Aug. 7, Mayor Orr
will take partin aroundtable discus-
sion with potentially all sixliving
former mayorsinaneventbeing
dubbed “Meet the Mayors.” Pearl
said former Mayors Bill Nation,
Don Erickson and Jack Spiker
have all been confirmed, while ef-
forts are underway to secure Gary
Shaeffer, Leo Pando and Rick
Kaysen.

The discussion, which will take
placeinthe Atlas Theatre down-
town, will touch on memories of each

mayor’s time
in office, how
they attempt-
ed to work for
the city’s
benefitand
what their
hopes are for Cheyenne’s future.

“There’slimited seating of just
250 seats, so the committee is mak-
ing sureitisrecorded and canbe
re-shown,” Pearl said.

“We’re also going to attempt to
livestreamit, and we want to make
sure all the living current and for-
mer City Council members are in-
vited as well.”

Aug. 8 marks Cheyenne’s formal
sesquicentennial —the day when, 150
yearsearlier, the city was officially
incorporated. Pearl said her com-
mittee has two big events planned
forthat day.

The first will take place atnoon in
Romero Park, where Mayor Orr and
the City Council will dedicate atime
capsule marking the occasion. That
will then be buried with instructions
forittobereopenedin 2067.

The 2017 capsule will be installed
within amonumentin Constitution
Park, butit won’t be sealed until
laterin 2017 because the committee
wants toinclude all relevant news
and events thathappen for
Cheyenne thisyear.

Items selected for the new time
capsule will come from suggestions
made by Cheyenne’s youth, and the
event will also feature games and
history displays.

Then, from4:30-10 p.m., amassive

party will take place at the Cheyenne
Depot Plaza, withlive music by the
Bob Matthews Band and the Josh
Gonzales Band. The event will also
feature food and beverages, enough
birthday cake for 6,000 people and a
fireworks show. Pearl noted a spe-

Cheyenne Botanic Gardens Grand
Conservatory.

Forthoselooking for amore casual
atmosphere thatevening, the United
Way of Laramie County’s Emerging
Leaders groupisalso preparing
“Tapinto History” pub crawl

cial songtomark the occasionis
being written by local musicians

Ty Warner, Todd
Dereemer and Amy
Smith, who will perform
itlive atthe event.
“We’llreston
Wednesday, thenon
Thursday, Aug. 10, we’ll

be atthe Cheyenne Civic

Center for history
night,” Pearl said. “This
will be another pivot
point for the week. What
we envisionis having
the lobby of the Civic
Center full of artifacts
and displays. We’re

“"This working
committee,ina
very short
amount of time,
has come up with
an ahsolutely
amazing schedule
of events that
will really serve
as the hackhone

through Cheyenne’s historic down-
town that Pearl saidis being geared

specifically toward
millennials.

“We want towalk
people through at
leastthe seven pubs
inold buildings
downtown. They’re
pretty certainthere’s
goingtobe aspecial
Cheyenne 150 brew
competition, with a
winner chosen from
the event,” she said.

Finally,on Aug. 18,
the Cheyenne Arts
Festival kicks offits
three-day eventatthe
Cheyenne Depot
Museum, including
announcement of the
Mayor’s Arts Awards.

Forherpart, Orr

going touse both i}

‘lobbies’ upstairs and for an entire year

downstairs.” Eog 17
That event, dubbed of celebration.

“History Comes Alive,” Cheyenne Mayor

willrun from4-9:30p.m., Marian Orr

andwill alsoinclude a

drop-in, drop-out speak-
erseriesinthe main auditorium.
Members ofthe public will alsobe
encouraged to share their own knowl-
edge and stories of Cheyenne’s his-
tory, which will be recorded for pos-
terity, sothateveryone who attends
can come away with some new tidbit
ofinformation.

The celebration picks up again on
Aug.12,beginning with the annual
Pink Ribbon Run which, while not
directly affiliated with the sesqui-
centennial committee, is expected to
“tipits hat” tothe milestone, Pearl
said. Aug. 12 will also feature an
antique car show from 9 a.m. to
2p.m.-details pending—aswellasa
“friends and family” celebration
from 2-5Sp.m. at Lions Park.

Pearl said the latter eventisin-
tended to be family friendly, featur-
ing fun and games for children of all
ages, as well asfood and drink.

At6:30 p.m., the formalwear will
come out forthe Galainthe Gardens,
atickets-only event that will be the
first such event put on atthe new

said she’simpressed

with what the steering
committee has been able tocome up
with.

“This working committee,ina
very short amount of time, has come
up with an absolutely amazing
schedule of events that will really
serve as the backbone for an entire
year of celebration,” Orr said.
“Things like this do take time, and
sometimes having a deadline in
front of you such that we were given
helpsyouwork harder, faster and
smarter.”

Asforthe events themselves,
Orrsaid they “really run the gamut
asfarasinterestand entertainment.
We’ve also been hearing from com-
munity members about events they
have and how they can tie in with the
overall events calendar.”

Pearl expects plenty of otherinde-
pendent celebrations will be put on
by other groupsin town this year.
She said anyone working on an event
cansend an email tocheyennelS0@
cheyennecity.org forinclusion on
the calendar.

Others celebrating
sesquicentennials

Baker sold the Leader shortly
after a fire in 1870 destroyed his

printing operations. He died in
Denver in1934.

Eventually, the newspaper was
sold to Col. E.A. Slack, the editor of
the Cheyenne Daily Sun. Slack
combined the newspapers and
created the Cheyenne Daily Sun-
Leaderin1895.

The Cheyenne Daily Sun-Leader
led to the Wyoming State Tribune
in1921.

The Wyoming State Tribune

and The Wyoming Eagle
operations merged, but the
newspapers had separate staffs
until the 1990s. Today, the
Wyoming Tribune Eagle continues
to cover Cheyenne and the
surrounding area seven days a
week, both in print and online at
WyomingNews.com.

| |
In 1867, Union Pacific Railroad

officials pitched a huge tent in
Cheyenne that servedasa
hospital. Doctors treated
employees who were injured while
working on the Transcontinental
Railroad.

The city of Cheyenne bought the
tent the next year for $125.

In 1883, St. John's Hospital was
built for $21,000 on land donated
by Union Pacific. Memorial
Hospital replaced it in1922. After
changes in ownershipand a
merger with DePaul Hospital, the
name was changed to Cheyenne
Regional Medical Center in
2006.

The evolution of these institutions
is a testament that Cheyenneisa

place where many people stayed
and built their futures.

These institutions and the people
of Cheyenne have contributed to
the fabric of the community
through the years. It's expected
they will continue to do so for the
next 150 years or more.
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Past, present and future

At 92, former Mayor Bill Nation is in a unique position to
reflect on where Cheyenne has been - and where it's going

By James Chilton
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

As Cheyenne’soldestliving for-
mer mayor, Bill Nation, 92, hasa
unique vantage point on where the
city has come from and where it’s
going.

Andthat’snotjustbecause the
Capital City’s eldest of statesmen
happens to enjoy agorgeous pan-
oramic view of the city from his
home on North College Drive. Rath-
er,Nation hasbeen able to see how
his own decisions as mayor-first
from 1962-1966, and again from
1973-1977 -have helped to shape the
cityintowhatitistoday.

“It’samazing to me the recogni-
tionthat amayor gets, whetherit’s
Cheyenne or Chugwater or New
York City. Here, the mayor stands
pretty much alone in the political hi-
erarchy because generally they are
not partisan, and thathelpsagreat
dealin Wyoming,” Nation saidina
recentinterview. “And I have found
thatin orderto get things done for
Cheyenne, I could use that special
designation.”

Inhistime, Nation said that could
be as simple as picking up the phone
and calling the chairman of the
Union Pacific Railroad toinquire
about what would become of the Old
Number 4004 Big Boy steam engine,
which was formally retired from
servicein 1962. One of only eight
surviving 4-8-8-4 Big Boy enginesin
the world, the engine was brought to
Cheyenne’s Holliday Park in June
1963 at Nation’sinsistence and re-
mains there to this day.

“Itold the chairmanIwanted to
getthatlargest steamengine inthe
worldin Cheyenne,and whenIex-
plained whatI wanted, he said that’d
be agood place forit,” Nation said.

This "then and now" combination of photos shows former Cheyenne Mayor Bill Na-
tion, who at age 92 has a unique vantage point on where the city has come from and
where it's going. Courtesy

“ButItold him we didn’t know
how tomove alocomotive. He told
me, ‘You tell me where you wantit,

usestoday. And while his termsin
office justmissed Cheyenne’s cen-
tennialin 1967, Nation hashad the SO

and we will putit years since then to
there.’ 2 see how the deci-
“Since thattime want to hear more: sionshe and his
Sdyearsago, thou- What: Mayor Marian Orr will take ;uccessorznlllade
sands and thou- part in a roundtable discussion titled avepavedthe
sands of people “"Meet the Mayors" with Cheyenne's way f;or Chey-
have comeinto past living mayors. Confirmed attend- ~ enne’sfuture.
townto see that ees include former mayors Bill Nation, One easy exam-
steamengine,” Na-  Don Erickson and Jack Spiker, while pleNationcan
tionadded. “That’s  mayors Rick Kaysen, Gary Shaeffer pointtotodayisthe

the way mayors and Leo Pando have also been invited. value the voter-ap-
cangetthings When: 7 p.m. Aug. 7 proved sixth-pen-
done.” ny salestax has
Nation occupies Where: The Atlas Theatre, 211 W. providedtothe city
anunusualplacein  Lincolnway and surrounding
Cheyenne’s histo- Cost: Free; seating is limited to 250. county, through
ry,beingone ofthe i i N projectssuchas
last mayors to op- For more information: Visit the Cheyenne Bo-
erate under the http://tinyurl.com/meetmayors tanic Gardens’
city’s former city new conservatory,

commission form of government,
and the firstto take the reins under
the “strong mayor” system the city

the Laramie County Library head-
quarters and the ever-expanding
Greater Cheyenne Greenway.

“WhenIwasinthe (state) Legisla-
ture, I suggestedal centsalestax
statewide so cities and towns could
fund some of the things our constitu-
ents wanted to do,” he said. The mea-
sure, he said, faced some resistance,
and ultimately it was finalized
through a conference committee,
which passeditasalocal optionin-
stead of a statewide mandate.

“Tothis day, most of the cities and
towns did not hold their election to
gettheir penny,” Nation said. “But
here,itbringsin some extramoney
the city and county governments
need desperately.”

ButNationnoted it was the efforts
andideasofthose who came after
him that allowed the sixth penny to
seeits full potential, and he believes
Cheyenne hasbeenblessed tohave
capableleadership atthe helminthe
decadessince heleftoffice.

“The growth and prosperity of
Cheyenneis directly related tothe
vision of the people they electto the
City Council and the mayor’s office,
and we have been fortunate through
the yearsinelecting people who are
interestedin abetterlife for people
wholivein Cheyenne,” Nation said.
“Agreatdeal of ourcitizens are re-
tired Air Force people who have had
the opportunity to visit the world and
wound up selecting Cheyenne for
their retirement, and that bodes well
for the future growth of the city.”

As for what that future may look
like, both the former mayor and the
office’s current occupant, Marian
Orr, said Cheyenne’sindustries of
tomorrow will be strongly tied to the
city’slocation. But where the city’s
success have beenbased onits posi-
tionasarailroad hub at the cross-
roads of twomajorinterstate
highways, tomorrow’s industry
may draw on Cheyenne’s cool, dry
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climate, which makesit per-
fect for high technology.

That’s already proven true
with Cheyenne’s growing
prominence as ahub for data
centers, which has brought
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars ofinvestmenttothere-
gion. But as plans solidify to
improve Cheyenne’s West
Edge district and bring more
and greater high-speed con-
nectivity tothe area, Orr
seesthe potential for agreat-
er grassroots tech presence
aswell.

“Ithink thatanymore, the
daysofreallylarge manu-
facturing, big-box kind of
employee centers are going
away to smaller, more effi-
cientandyetequally global
economies,” Orrsaid. “Asa
society, we’ve become so
high-tech, yet there’s that
need for the personal feeling
of aone-on-one relationship

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS AT THE |
WYOMING TRIBUNE EA(ZE:
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In addition to the city’s sesquicentennial, this year marks 150 years of newspaper

publishing in the Capital City. The Daily Leader was first published on Sept. 19, 1867,
about a month after the new town called Cheyenne elected its first mayor.

Through the years, the Daily Sun, the Wyoming Tribune, the Cheyenne Daily Sun-
Leader, the Wyoming State Tribune and the Wyoming Eagle have provided
award-winning coverage of Laramie County.

That tradition continues today as the Wyoming Tribune Eagle provides local news
coverage, advertising, commercial printing and digital marketing services from its
location on the west edge of downtown.
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An exterior view of the NCAR Wyoming Supercomputing Center east of Cheyenne. Cheyenne's grow-
ing prominence as a hub for data centers has brought hundreds of millions of dollars of investments
to the region. WTE/staff

that we seem tohavelostin
the 1990s and 2000s. I be-
lieve boutique firms and ser-

Nation agrees, marveling
athow his own time on Earth
has seen communications

vices are a prime example of
how we crave that personal
experience.”

Happy 150th Anniversary
CHEYENNE!

Since 1919, we've focused on
providing the best customer
service around. We do that by
investing time in really getting to
know each of our customers.

Stop by anytime; we'd love to get
to know you!
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evolve from the “candle-
stick” telephones of the
1920s tothe miniature su-
percomputers we carryin
our pockets.

“If we haveleaders who
continue tokeep theireyes
open for opportunities and
have some vision for the fu-
ture of Cheyenne, then I
would say asthe oil and gas
industry diminishes, other
newindustries will devel-
op,” Nation said.

“Certainly Marianis cor-
rectinsayingtechnologyis
the one thing we know will
explode. We have all these
advancementsin technology
and communication, and
Cheyenneisagreatpace
weather-wise for electronics
of any sort, sothere’sno
questionsthose companies
inthatbusiness will be inter-
estedin Cheyenne as years
pass.”

307-632-7733

5827 YELLOWSTONE ROAD

CHEYENNE, WY 82008

307-547-3535

120 MAIN STREET
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Tyrrell Chevrolet and Honda Company providing 79 years of premier service in Cheyenne

In 1938, a year before World War Il ushered in a nationwide rationing of metal, gasoline, rubber and
other vital automotive organs, Ace Tyrrell purchased his first car dealership in Wyoming. As a long time
owner and operator of nine dealerships throughout Nebraska during the Roaring ‘20s and into the Great
Depression, Tyrrell had the vision and savvy to withstand heavy economic pressure and keep business booming,
even turning the dealership into a home appliance store in the early 1940s to keep up with demand when car parts were scarce.

Surviving the war economy, he passed the buck to his son, Bill, and from there, a family business was born. Now owned by president Brian Tyrrell,
the company is in its third generation of Tyrrell ownership, and Dallas Tyrrell, current BDC Director, is on his way to make it a fourth.

A Cheyenne native, Dallas said the Tyrrell Chevrolet and Honda Company is Wyoming'’s premier dealership for a host of reasons. First, the Tyrrell
family and associates take a Cheyenne-first approach to how they do business. The company partners with and sponsors dozens of local chari-
ties each year, donating $150,000 to organizations such as the Boys and Girls Club and American Cancer Society.

“Charity is our focus,” Dallas said. “The biggest kick out of doing this is being able to help local communities.”

Second, Cheyenne customers receive nationally-renowned service right in their backyard. The dealership not only offers new and pre-owned
Chevys and Hondas at fair prices, but full-service car care on all makes and models at service centers managed by technicians with decades of
experience. Technicians even help General Motors diagnose and solve challenging issues with their vehicles.

“They’ll deliver cars from Detroit here to our dealership and our technicians will help them figure out what the problem is.,” he said. “If customers
get the right price and the right service, that’s what makes us stand out. We service thousands of Colorado customers and thousands of Wyoming
customers. People drive from Nebraska, Montana and Utah to buy cars from us.”

From new windshield wipers, to a new car, Tyrrell Chevrolet and Honda Company has its customers covered, even offering a pristine waiting room
while they take care of the hard stuff.

The Tyrrell family has seen the automotive industry through its ripples, and anticipates the future as much as it appreciates the past. Beginning
when cars involved hand cranks, and now expecting self-driving cars in less than a decade, the company is ready for anything.

“We are always evolving on what we can offer our customers,” he said. “Customer service has been our focus for the last 79 years. We love the
people and we love the community.”

Dallas and his family feel blessed to live and work in a community so close to their heart.

“Cheyenne's a great place to live, great place to raise a family,” he said. “We've been blessed to live here. We think it's going to be an exciting time
in the car industry.”

TYRRELL CHEVROLET
2142 W Lincolnway e Cheyenne ® 307.634.2540 e www.tyrrellchevrolet.com

TYRRELL HONDA
1919 Westland Rd e Cheyenne © 307.634.1924 e www.tyrrellhonda.com
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