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Stonewall Jackson Memorial Hospital increases 
outpatient services and staff while maintaining 
quality accreditations.

The Blueprint Community program focuses on 
revitalizing older communities through leader-
ship, collaboration and planning.

In 2019, the Lewis County Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau worked toward the completion of 
several projects, including tourist attractions.

by Jessica Kirkpatrick

STAFF WRITER

Hometown Outfitters 
was selected as the 2019 
Business of the Year for 
Lewis County, thanks to 
its devotion to the local 
community.

“I have never met a 
more driven and deter-
mined person than Tina,” 
local resident Brianne 
Warner said of owner Tina 
Cunningham. “As driven 
and determined as she is, 
she’s that much more giv-
ing. I knew that she would 
do a wonderful job with 
this business because she 
is who she is. Hometown 
Outfitters has become a 
staple in this town in the 
very few years it has been 
in business. Why? Because 
this chick knows what 
this community needs. It 
makes sense to patronize 
Hometown Outfitters be-
cause it comes right back 
to the community through 

the programs that they 
have established, and the 
activities they have been 
involved in, whether it be 
donated sports equipment 
for free or having a letter-
man’s jacket sponsored for 
someone who can’t afford 
one.

“I can order a custom-
ized T-shirt for my kid or 
I can order uniforms for 
four cheer squads, and I 
can guarantee the work is 
not only going to be qual-
ity for an affordable price, 
but it’s done so efficient-
ly and timely. I have never 
been disappointed.”

Brian Fisher, assistant 
principal and athletic di-
rector at Lewis County 
High School, agreed with 
naming Hometown Out-
fitters as Business of the 
Year.

“Hometown Outfitters 
is a great community 
partner,” he said “Their 
letterman jacket pro-
gram has brought a lot of 

joy already.”
Fisher recounted the 

story of the program’s first 
recipient, Travis Riffle, 
who got his jacket last year 
as a senior. Riffle was the 
manager for the Minute-
men basketball team all 
four of his years at LCHS.

“For every two years you 
serve as manager, you are 
eligible for a letter, so Tra-
vis lettered twice,” Fisher 
explained, “Travis came 
back this year for sever-
al games, and he is never 
without that jacket.”

At Hometown Outfit-
ters, everything from the 
logo to the shirts hanging 
on the walls has a strong 
connection to Weston and 
Lewis County, and the em-
ployees are also deeply in-
vested in the community. 
That is exactly why Home-
town Outfitters is Lewis 
County’s Business of the 
Year.

Hometown Outfitters honored  
as Business of the Year
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Tina Cunningham is the owner of Hometown Outfitters in Weston. Home-
town Outfitters has been open since May 1 in the former location of Bee 
Tee Sports.

by Rebecca Young

EDITOR

Ask almost any child 
or adult in Lewis Coun-
ty about John and Lesley 
White, and the first things 
you will hear are how they 
helped them in some way 
or, if not them, someone 
they know. The Whites do 
not do anything for recog-
nition. Everything is genu-
inely done from the heart. 
And what big hearts they 
have!

“Lesley and Johnny are 
so deserving of this award. 
They are both so gener-
ous. Johnny has volun-
teered countless hours to 
coaching so many kids over 
the past several years. He 
worked very hard at mak-
ing sure the Butchersville 
baseball complex is what it 
is today. The LCHS base-
ball field would not have 
been able to look as good 
as it does without his help. 
He has alway been faithful 
to St Boniface, Loveberry 

and St Patrick’s Church. 
He is a family man who al-
ways makes sure his fam-
ily comes first. Since he 
started his new business, 
we have always been able 
to count on him to sup-
port our community and 
our school,” Becky Mark-
ley said.

Markley, who works 
with Lesley White at Lew-
is County High School, 
praised Lesley’s kind spir-
it, as well.

“There’s so much I could 
say about Lesley. She is a 
devoted daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, friend and 
teacher. Like Johnny, she 
has volunteered countless 
hours to make sure kids 
do not go without. She’s 
the biggest fan of her sons, 
nephews and niece. If any 
of them are competing, you 
can guarantee she will be 
there cheering them on.

“Not only is  she a fan-
tastic English teacher, she 
runs the school newspaper 

and the LCN program. She 
has taken hundreds of stu-
dents to competitions for 
both programs, where they 
have won several awards. 
If she hears there is a child 
in need, she’s the first one 
to stand up to help. I love 
the way she supports her 
entire family,” Markley 
said.

John and Lesley White 
have for many years been 
dedicated to their commu-
nity. 

Lewis County High 
School Assistant Principal 
Dustin Cogar was a base-
ball player in his youth for 
John and a colleague of 
Lesley’s as an adult.

“Anytime, whether 
school- or family-relat-
ed, they’re there,” Cog-
ar said, adding that the 
Whites called to check on 
his father recently, asking 
if there was anything the 
family needed.

John and Lesley White are  
2019 Citizens of the Year
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John and Lesley White continue to be a positive influence in Lewis 
County, especially with children.
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