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From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County is following state 
and federal direction in halt-
ing the use of the Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.

Federal health agencies 
have called for a pause in the 
use of the Johnson & John-
son (Janssen) COVID-19 
vaccine effective Tuesday to 
investigate rare reports of 
blood clots occurring within 
approximately two weeks of 
vaccination.

The Maryland Depart-
ment of Health has direct-
ed all COVID-19 vaccine 

providers to pause admin-
istration of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine until fur-
ther guidance is issued. All 

federal and state-run mass 
vaccination sites in Mary-
land currently utilize Pfiz-
er or Moderna vaccines.

Those people scheduled 
to receive a Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine at a Gar-
rett County Health De-

partment clinic this week 
will be contacted by the 
health department before 
their scheduled time. Par-

ticipants can choose to can-
cel their appointment or 
to keep their appointment 
and receive the Moderna 
vaccine instead.

“We will not cancel ap-
pointments for next week 
in hopes that the CDC 
[Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention] and 
the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration are able to 
evaluate the risk and of-
fer clear guidance moving 
forward,” Garrett Coun-
ty Health Officer Bob Ste-
phens said. “Persons who 
have received the vaccine 
or who are hesitant to re-
ceive a vaccine can take 
comfort in the fact that 
the decision to ‘pause’ was 
based on six adverse reac-
tions out of 6.8 million vac-
cines given.”

Use of Johnson & Johnson vaccine halted
Garrett Health 
Department to 
contact those  
set to get one

Johnson & Johnson photo

Use of Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vaccine has been halted after a half-dozen reports of blood clots in 
recipients.

by Tori Bergel 

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

ANNAPOLIS — Mary-
landers might no longer 
be allowed to intentional-
ly let balloons loose into 
the sky, now that a bill go-
ing through the General 
Assembly has passed both 
chambers.

House Bill 391, now on 
the governor’s desk, would 
ban celebratory balloon re-
leases.

Sponsored by Del. Wayne 
Hartman, R-Wicomico and 
Worcester, the bill would 
prohibit any state or lo-
cal organization, entity or 
person older than 13 from 
“intentionally releasing 
... a balloon into the at-
mosphere,” with minimal 
exceptions. The bill also 
would put in place a fine for 
those who violate the law.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Board of Edu-
cation has approved a bud-
get of $64.4 million for the 
2021-22 year — includ-
ing more than $5 million 
for improvements at two 
schools.

On a 3-1 vote, with mem-
ber Monica Rinker voting 
against, the board accept-
ed Superintendent Barba-
ra Baker’s budget propos-
al, which outlines funding 
for closing the open-space 
layout of Grantsville Ele-
mentary School.

According to next year’s 
budget book, projects to be 
completed in the next fiscal 
year include the Grants-
ville Elementary Open 
Space Conversion project 
at a cost of $2.59 million, 
as well as a roof replace-
ment at the school that 
will cost $1.77 million.

Northern Garrett High 
School will get a securi-
ty vestibule at a cost of 
$200,000 and a parking 
lot paving and lighting 
project at $250,000. Also 
scheduled is a $125,000 
feasibility analysis for 
the Southern Middle and 
Broad Ford Elementary 
buildings.

Outside the capital im-
provement projects, Gar-
rett County Public Schools 
will receive $23.8 million 
in state funds, $3.3 million 

in federal funds, and $28.6 
million from the county 
government.

The budget presents 
an outlay of $59 million 
across several categories:

— Administration, 
$1.75 million (3 percent of 
the budget)

— Mid-level administra-
tion, $2.91 million (5 per-
cent)

— Instruction, $23,34 
million (39.6 percent)

Bill would end balloon 
releases in Maryland
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A bill awaiting Gov. Larry Hogan’s signature would outlaw 
the intentional release of balloons in Maryland.

Garrett school board  
OKs 2021-22 budget
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Grantsville Elementary School’s open-space floor plan will 
be reworked at a cost of $2.59 million.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

BLOOMINGTON — 
Thanks to a local collabo-
ration, ospreys that feed 
and spend time at Jennings 
Randolph Lake will have a 
new option for nesting.

In addition, visitors will 
have an opportunity to 
view them.

The idea came from 
Francesca Gullion, ranger 
at Jennings Randolph.

Last week, rangers part-
nered with Potomac Edison, 
a subsidiary of FirstEner-
gy Corp., to install an os-
prey nesting platform at 
the lake.

FirstEnergy donated a 
utility pole and assisted in 
the placement and mount-
ing of the platform.

Mineral Fabrication de-
signed and built the plat-
form, which will serve as a 
future nesting site for the 
birds.

The platform is visible 
from a new overlook, built 
along the Sarbanes Riv-
er Access Trail, that is de-
signed for wildlife watch-
ing. Gullion partnered with 
the Maryland Conservation 
Corps to construct the new 
overlook.

Future additions to the 
overlook will be made, but 
it is currently open for pub-
lic use.

“We have the Sarbanes 
River Access Trail on the 
Maryland side of the proj-
ect that isn’t heavily used,” 
Gillion said. “It was de-
signed for fishermen to 
have access to the North 

Branch Potomac River be-
hind the dam. The area 
where the trail ends is in 
the catch-and-release sec-
tion of the river, so not 
many people hike down 
there just for fishing. I have 
noticed the amount of bird 
activity, especially birds of 
prey, behind the dam, and 
I thought that we should 
promote birdwatching in 
the area to get more peo-
ple using the trail.”

Gullion explained that 
Garrett Trails, a volunteer 
nonprofit group, built the 
trail and maintains it. It is 
actually leased to Garrett 
Trails.

“I am working on an over-
look that is located just off 
the trail that will be a spot 
for birdwatching,” Gullion 
said. “Once completed, it 

will have benches, a split-
rail fence, spotting scope 
and, hopefully, some info 
boards on birds of prey.”

The osprey nesting plat-
form is located across from 
the overlook on the other 
side of the river.

“We have ospreys every 
summer behind the dam, 
and it is my goal to even-
tually have nesting os-
preys utilize the platform,” 
Gullion said. “Other birds 
will use it until ospreys 
take over the platform and 
build their nests.”

A crew spent several 
hours on April 9 installing 
the pole and the platform, 
then added small branch-
es and sticks to help attract 
the birds.

New platform for nesting ospreys 
put up at Jennings Randolph Lake
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An osprey flies over the completed nesting platform at 
Jennings Randolph Lake.
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