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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. 
Larry Hogan announced 
Tuesday that the Mary-
land Department of Health 
has confirmed two cases of 
COVID-19 in Maryland 
residents caused by the 
new SARS-CoV-2 variant 
strain commonly known as 
B-117.

The B-117 strain first 
emerged in the United 
Kingdom in late 2020. The 
strain has not been shown 
to cause more severe illness 
or increased risk of death 
when compared to oth-
er strains. However, the 
strain has been shown to 
be more transmissible than 
other strains. Additionally, 
there is no evidence sug-
gesting that the currently 
available COVID-19 vac-
cines are less effective on 
the B-117 strain.

“Our state health offi-
cials are closely monitor-

ing the emergence of the 
B-117 strain of SARS-
CoV-2 in the state,” Hogan 
said. “We encourage Mary-
landers to practice caution 
to limit the additional risk 
of transmission associated 
with this strain. It is crit-
ically important that we 
all continue to follow stan-
dard public health and 
safety measures, includ-
ing mask wearing, regular 
hand washing, and social 
distancing.”

The two cases involved 
Maryland residents in the 
Baltimore region who are 
both younger than 65 years 
old and live in the same 
household. One of the indi-
viduals had traveled inter-
nationally prior to the in-
fection, and it is thought 
that this individual trans-
mitted infection to the 
other individual. Neither 
patient has required hos-
pitalization.

Extensive contact trac-
ing measures have been 

employed for both cases of 
the B-117 strain identified 
in Maryland, and there is 
currently no evidence of 
additional transmission of 
the strain.

Both of the cases involv-
ing the B-117 strain were 
identified in viral samples 
tested at an independent 
lab licensed in Maryland. 

The results of the analy-
sis were reviewed by the 
state’s public health lab 
and discussed with officials 
from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Since the strain 
was initially identified, the 
lab has been monitoring 
for the possible emergence 
in Maryland by sequenc-

ing viral samples collected 
in the state. To date, the 
CDC has identified 72 cases 
of COVID-19 caused by the 
B-117 strain in the United 
States.

Vaccination success

As of Wednesday, the per-
centage of Garrett Coun-
tians who have been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 
was 5% of the population 
— the highest in the state. 
The state average is 2.6% 
vaccinated.

The Garrett County 
Health Department con-
tinues to follow the Mary-
land COVID-19 vaccina-
tion plan priority groups. 
People ages 75 and older re-
main in Priority Group 1B, 
and people ages 65-74 re-
main in Priority Group 1C.

In addition, the coun-
ty has used nearly its en-
tire allotted inventory vac-
cinating people in Priority 
Group 1A. Current supplies 
are very low, with an addi-

tional shipment expected 
next week. When all avail-
able doses are scheduled 
for vaccinations, schedul-
ing of appointments will 
stop until the next ship-
ment is received.

“Please remember, once 
you receive your vacci-
nation, you will need to 
continue with the safe-
ty measures recommend-
ed to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19,” Health Officer 
Bob Stephens said. “The 
vaccine may keep your body 
from developing the symp-
toms of COVID-19, but 
it may not keep you from 
sharing the virus with oth-
er people. In addition, the 
vaccine is not fully effective 
until two weeks after the 
second dose. All these fac-
tors make it necessary to 
continue wearing a mask, 
washing hands frequently, 
and maintaining social dis-
tance.”

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

PIKESVILLE — This month, 
the Maryland State Police cele-
brates the 100th anniversary of its 
founding as a statewide, full-ser-
vice law enforcement department 
that has continually provided ded-
icated and professional police ser-
vices to the people of Maryland.

According to a press release, the 
Maryland State Police was born of 
necessity. The dawn of the 1920s 
brought a perplexing problem to 
the office of Maryland Gov. Al-
bert Ritchie. The advent of the 
automobile was providing crim-
inals with the means to expand 
their criminal enterprises and the 
ability to quickly flee their crime 
scenes and travel out of the area to 
avoid detection and arrest.

Ritchie proposed a solution that 
changed the landscape of law en-
forcement in Maryland. He decid-
ed a police force was needed that 
had statewide jurisdiction and 
would provide both criminal and 
traffic enforcement across the en-
tire state.

On Jan. 10, 1921, the Maryland 
State Police became a reality as 36 
recruits began training in the first 
academy class. One month later, 

Ritchie presided over the gradu-
ation of the first members of the 
Maryland State Police.

He charged them to “protect 
the men, women and property of 
the State of Maryland and to pre-
serve law and order.”

“Every hour of every day for 
the past 100 years, the men and 
women of the Maryland State 
Police have served the people of 
Maryland with a dedication to 

duty and a commitment to ser-
vice that is second to none,” State 
Police Superintendent Col. Wood-
row W. Jones III said. “The sto-
ries of their selfless service, their 
courage and their sacrifice would 
fill volumes. Through the years, 
thousands of sworn employees 
who have worn this uniform and 
thousands who have served in ci-
vilian support have built a lega-
cy of excellence in public safety 

services. The Maryland State Po-
lice family is proud of these past 
100 years of service to the people 
of our state. We look forward to 
the history we will write in the 
years ahead as we continue to up-
hold the reputation and tradition 
of ‘Maryland’s finest.’”

With an authorized strength of 
just under 2,400 employees, the 
Maryland State Police continues 
its mission of purposed policing in 

every corner of the state, in coor-
dination with and support of lo-
cal law enforcement agencies in 
each county. Patrol troopers are 
assigned to 23 barracks and pa-
trol in every county. State Po-
lice criminal investigators work 
in every jurisdiction, focusing on 
cross-border and inter-jurisdic-
tional criminal activity.

New strain of COVID-19 found in Maryland

Executive Office of the Governor

Gov. Larry Hogan conducts a press conference Tuesday.

Maryland State Police marks 100th year of service

 

A Maryland State Police badge 
notes the century of the agency’s 
existence.

 

In this image taken from video, Gov. Larry Hogan greets members of the Maryland State Police in Pikes-
ville on the 100th anniversary.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County students won’t be 
returning to the classrooms 
in the near future.

Until now, the Garrett 
Board of Education had 
voted to go into the virtu-
al learning mode for spe-
cific periods of time. In De-
cember, the board voted to 
keep students out of the 
classrooms until Jan. 27. 
With the latest vote, the 
board has instead tied the 
return to school to COVID 
numbers.

On Tuesday, the school 
board voted 4-1 to accept 
Superintendent Barbara 
Baker’s recommendation 
that remote learning con-

tinue until the county’s 
COVID-19 metrics drop to 
a 5 percent positivity rate 
and a case count of 15 or 
less per 100,000 for 14 con-
secutive days.

Board member Monica 
Rinker cast the lone vote 
against the measure.

As of Wednesday after-
noon, Garrett County has a 
13.8 percent positivity rate 
and a case rate of 53.7 per 
100,000.

When teachers receive 
the vaccine, the decision to 
reopen schools will be re-
visited, Baker said.

“I think we are right 
where we need to be,” Bak-
er said. “Kids are learning; 
teachers are absolutely 
teaching. It is not a replace-
ment for in-person learn-

ing. We know that; we un-
derstand that.”

It’s the health of the 
employees that is of real 
concern, the superinten-
dent said, as research in-
dicates that many students 
may not come down with 
COVID-19, and those who 
do may contract a mild case.

“We also, to do in-person 
learning, have to have, of 
course, our teachers in per-
son,” Baker said.

Last month, the num-
ber of teachers isolating 
and quarantining had ris-
en significantly, which was 
a major factor in recom-
mending remote learning 
through the end of the se-
mester, she said.

Garrett BOE ties return to classrooms to COVID numbers

 

In this image taken from video, the Garrett County Board of Education and school per-
sonnel meet virtually Tuesday.See BOE, A3
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