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From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County will continue to 
host a GoVAX mobile vac-
cination unit in southern 
Garrett County next week.

The Maryland Depart-
ment of Health, the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency and the Maryland 
Emergency Management 
Agency are partnering with 
the Garrett County Health 
Department and Garrett 
County Emergency Man-
agement to make this mo-
bile unit available for vac-
cinations.

The unit is stationed 
at the GCC Technologies 
building in the Southern 
Garrett Business & Tech-
nology Park off Md. 135 
across from 84 Lumber. 
Clinics are operating from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. through 
Saturday, May 1, and again 
May 4-8.

Registering for appoint-
ments is recommended, 

and links for scheduling 
time slots are posted on 
garretthealth.org. Walk-
ins may be accepted if vac-
cine supply allows. For 
assistance in making an 
appointment for the mobile 
clinic, call the health de-
partment at 301-334-7698.

The mobile unit is fund-
ed and operated by FEMA 
and is staffed by trained 
vaccinators and clinical 
staff from county, state and 
federal agencies.

“Throughout this en-
tire vaccine mission, we’ve 
been fighting two enemies: 
a virus and the inequities 
it has caused,” said Janice 
Barlow, acting FEMA Re-
gion 3 regional adminis-
trator. “These mobile units 
will ensure that we reach 
the underserved in their 
neighborhoods, where they 
live, and bring us one step 
closer to winning the war 
against COVID-19.”

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Maryland 
Department of Health Secre-
tary Dennis Schrader visited 
Western Maryland on April 
22 concerning the COVID-19 
vaccine.

“I’ve been talking to a lot 
of people,” he said. “It’s very 
exciting out here in Allegany 
and Garrett County.”

Schrader first met with 
state Sen. George Edwards 
in Grantsville and with Gar-
rett County Health Officer 
Bob Stephens.

“We walked through our 
game plan here in Garrett 
and Allegany, and Bob Ste-
phens took us over to their 
operation at the MEDCO 
Building in McHenry Busi-
ness Park,” Schrader said. 
“That’s a combined operation 
... and they were operating of 
course both a vaccine opera-

tion, as well as a testing op-
eration in the business park. 
So [there were] a lot of people 
moving through. It was good 
to see. It was a very well-run 
operation.”

The next stop was at Well-
spring Family Medicine in 
Oakland, where Schrader met 
with doctors Ken Buczynski 
and Marlana Bollinger.

“They’re just starting 
to run a vaccine clinic this 
week, and we’re pretty excit-
ed about that,” Schrader said. 
“Because part of our strategy, 
particularly in Garrett and 
Allegany, is we’ve got to be 
delivering these doses at the 
local level through providers 
like primary care, EMS, the 
local health department and 
pharmacies. So the operation 
that Dr. Buczynski is running 
is going to be really critical 
going forward.”

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ANNAPOLIS — Mary-
land schools will return 
to full five-day-per-week, 
in-person instruction in the 
fall.

Citing research demon-
strating significant num-
bers of students suffering 
learning deficits during the 
extended online instruction, 
the Maryland State Board 
of Education on Tuesday 
voted unanimously to direct 
school systems to return to 
a normal learning model for 
the next school year.

“Beginning with the open-
ing of schools for the 2021-
2022 school year, local 
boards of education must 
permit all students to attend 
school for at least 180 actu-
al school days and a mini-
mum of 1,080 school hours 
during a 10-month period 
for in-person, in-school in-

struction with the teacher 
in the classroom. Any de-
viation from this will need 
State Board approval,” the 
resolution states.

The option to opt out of 
in-person learning and learn 
from home will continue, 
even as teachers will be in 
the classrooms every day. In 
Garrett County, the Board of 
Education has approved Su-
perintendent Barbara Bak-
er’s recommendation that 
“asynchronous Wednes-
days” continue through the 
end of the school year. Lim-
iting the in-person instruc-
tion to four days per week 
has given teachers a chance 
to perform a variety of tasks, 
many related to the students 
who have opted to learn from 
home, Baker has said.

Students have been most-
ly out of the classrooms since 
the first shutdown of in-per-
son learning suddenly oc-
curred a year ago during the 

initial spread of COVID-19, 
particularly in the eastern 
areas of Maryland. School 
officials statewide scram-
bled to provide computers 
and tablets, and in many 
cases set up an online learn-
ing system from scratch.

In late January, Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan directed all schools 
to enact some form of hybrid 
learning, saying kids needed 
to be in the classrooms, and 
there was no public health 
problem preventing it.

Garrett County Public 
Schools joins the majority 
of the school systems in the 
state in having most of its 
students back in the class-
rooms for more than three 
days per week. Some have 
fewer students and are of-
fering in-person instruc-
tion for two-to-four days 
per week, depending on the 
county.
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The Garrett Lakers started 17-0 this season and reached the NJCAA Division II men’s basketball Final Four. 
Front row, from left, are David Blanc, D’Monte Brown, Cam Selders, Malik Whitaker, Antonio Marr, Davis Malloy, 
and Dalton Wiles; back row, Lamont Powell, Jose Rosario, Kyree Jones, Anthony Crosby, Robel Desta, Michael 
Kimble, Jeff Geddie and Marquis Gibson. The team is coached by Dennis Gibson and assisted by Jeff Hoffman, 
Jonathan Acord and Jon Hegeman. The full recap of the Final Four can be found on Page C1.

Lakers make the Final Four

Maryland public schools: Full-time, in-person this fall
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The Maryland State Board of Education has voted for all schools to be open to 
in-person instruction five days per week this fall.See SCHOOLS, A5

FEMA vaccination 
unit continues road
trip through county

Maryland Department of Health photo

A mobile vaccination unit will continue to operate in Gar-
rett County through next week.

See FEMA, A7

Health secretary promotes vaccinations

Submitted photo

Maryland Health Secretary Dennis Schrader, left, 
speaks with Garrett County Emergency Services 
Director John H. Frank and a volunteer at the Garrett 
County COVID-19 vaccination and testing clinic in 
Accident.See HEALTH, A7
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