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Preston towns’ ARPA funds not what they expected
Some are
getting less,
some more
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston
County towns are starting to
receive the first half of their
American Rescue Plan Act
funds — and the amounts
are different than what they
expected.
West
Virginia
Deputy State Auditor Anthony
Woods said Friday that the
U.S. Treasury issued preliminary estimates of how much
each town and county would
receive.
“What they have done,
they allocated to each county
and city based on the population relative to the total West
Virginia population,” Woods
said. “I think their preliminary allocation was based on
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Representatives of Preston County towns attended a meeting earlier this year to receive information on how American
Rescue Plan Act funds could be spent.

the prior Census.”
Another factor in the allocations is a town’s budget.
No local government can receive more than 75% of its
operating budget for the
specified time period.

“When they gave out a lot
of those provisional press releases, I think the Treasury
could have done a little better job of explaining that was
just preliminary estimates,”
Wood said, and that the final

numbers may be different.
How different? Based on
those first announcements,
Terra Alta thought it would
receive a total of $620,000. A
notification letter it recently
received, dated July 23, says

the town’s first half payment
will be $198,607.88. If doubled, total payments will be
$397,215.76, or $222,784.24
less than the original estimate.
“We never got it to start
with,” Terra Alta Mayor

James “Monk” Tasker said
philosophically
Monday.
“I would like to have the
$620,000, that would really
be super, but I haven’t even
found out
yet what
all
we
can buy.
There’s
going to
be stipulations, ‘You
can’t do
this and
Tasker
you can’t
do that.’”
He plans to start researching how the money can be
used.
“Our sewer plant needs
money, and our water plant
needs money. Of course, the
town, we need money. I need
a truck, a backhoe, infrastructure and all this stuff,”
Tasker said. “I can spend it
in a heartbeat.”

See FUNDS, A3

Redistricting hearing set
Thursday in Morgantown
Counties
can’t redraw
precincts
until state
acts on issue
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The Joint
Legislative Committee on
redistricting will hold a public hearing in Morgantown
on Thursday, as the Legislature continues the process
of redrawing the state’s district lines.
Meanwhile, counties are
on hold in possibly redrawing their precinct lines while
they wait for state lawmakers to complete their work.
And everyone is waiting
for the U.S. Census to pro-

vide population numbers in
order to finalize the work.
In West Virginia, by April
1 of the year following the
census, the Census Bureau
director is expected to provide geographically defined
population counts to the
governor, legislative leaders
and state liaisons.
Once the data is received,
legislative leaders form redistricting
committees,
which are charged by the
state constitution to draw
new political boundaries for
congressional, state Senate
and House of Delegate districts to ensure equal representation within West Virginia. Once the initial plans
are completed, the House
and Senate generate the reports and maps needed for
the redistricting bill.
But COVID-19 pushed all
those dates forward.
“We don’t even have fi-

nal numbers yet,” said Sen.
Dave Sypolt, R-Preston,
who serves on the Legislature’s Joint Committee
on Redistricting,
which was
formed in
June.
Sypolt
said the
Census
has indicated
it
D. Sypolt
will provide the
state with population numbers around Aug. 17. Those
will not be certified numbers, but they’ve been told
by the Census the numbers
won’t change. The numbers
are expected to be certified
about the end of September.
The Legislature have tentatively set aside two weeks
in October for a special session to finalize the new dis-

trict lines and pass them into
law. Sypolt was in the Legislature 10 years ago when redistricting was done, and he
said it took about six to seven days to complete at that
time.
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Meanwhile, the committee is holding public meet- A Rowlesburg apartment building was destroyed in a fire
ings around the state to four years ago.
hear from residents. The
next one will be 6-8 p.m.
Thursday in Morgantown,
at the Hazel & J.W. Ruby
Community Center, 111 Mylan Park Lane. Del. Terri Sypolt, R-Preston, and Sen.
Sypolt requested a hearing
in Preston County, but were
denied.
Doors will open at
5:30 p.m. to begin sign-ins.
Anyone who would like to be
guaranteed an opportunity speak during the hearing
will need to sign in by 6 p.m.

Four years after
fire, EDA looks
for uses for
Rowlesburg land

See HEARING, A3

Terra Alta ponders how to proceed with water project
From Staff Reports

TERRA ALTA — With essentially a new town council, mayor, water board and
water department employees, a Thrasher Engineering representative called
for renewed progress on the
town’s water improvement
project.
The progress made last
week was to direct the
town’s accountant to redo
the budget estimate with a
smaller rate increase to be
used to pay for the loans.
She will present that figure
at an upcoming meeting so
that the town officials will
know how much money will
be available, so the needs list
can be prioritized.
In 2019, the town was presented with a $5.58-million
plan that would replace one
of the aging water towers,
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signed after they were told
they would take part in the
town’s weekly trash collection. Terra Alta was facing
a need to issue a mandatory boil order if replacements
couldn’t be found.
Faced with overtime costs
putting the water department into a deficit for the
year, Water Board Chairman Jim Sypolt began calling for an emergency water
rate increase.
In turn, former mayor
Staff photo by Joseph Hauger Robert DeLauder expressed
a lack of confidence in the
Thrasher Engineering representative Steve Buchanan
water board, and the town
illustrates the effect last year’s emergency water rate
increase had on the proposed water project for Terra Alta. council voted to fill two positions in that group with
council members. Sypolt
replace problem water lines, piled by the water board.
Much has happened since said he hadn’t been ousted,
repair the roof at the water
plant, clean the filtration then, however, to stall work and one day in June 2020,
two separate water boards
tanks at the plant and re- on the project.
conducted meetings.
place outdated water meters
Early last summer, waas part of a needs list com- ter plant operators re- See WATER, A3
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ROWLESBURG — The
Preston County Economic
Development Authority is
still searching for ways to
develop a section of downtown Rowlesburg that was
destroyed by fire four years
ago.
According to witnesses,
the fire began on a Sunday
night in October 2017 in
the rear of a single-family
residence while the owner
was away. The next morning, the fire destroyed an
apartment building, displacing the families residing there. A third building,
on the other side of the first
building to burn, had fire
damage in the walls.
It was a large fire in an
old downtown, and many of
the buildings were wooden.
No foul play was suspected in the cause of the blaze.
All Preston County volunteer fire departments
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were at the scene. Also assisting were departments
from Bayard, Junior, Parsons and Grafton, and
Maryland
departments
from Gorman, Oakland
and Deep Creek. More
than a half-million gallons
of water were used to douse
the fire.
Residents of Rowlesburg
bought nearly an acre of the
property and gave it to the
Tucker Community Foundation. The foundation
gave the Preston County
EDA a grant, which it used
to purchase the land from
the foundation.
PCEDA applied for two
years for a loan from the
Federal Home Bank of
Pittsburgh to build housing on the property. The
first two times, Preston
missed out on the guaranteed loan by a few points,
PCEDA Executive Director
Robbie Baylor said.

See EDA, A3
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