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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

CHARLESTON — A 
House of Delegates bill that 
called for four state hospi-
tals to close by Jan. 1, 2022, 
is essentially dead, local law-
makers said.

The bill, which originat-
ed in the House Health and 
Human Resources Commit-
tee, sat in the House Finance 
Committee since mid-Feb-
ruary and never made it to 
the House floor.

Wednesday was “crossover 
day” for bills in the Legisla-
ture to be transferred from 
one chamber to the other. 
Each bill that is brought to 
the floor of the Senate or 
House of Delegates has to 
be read three times before 
crossing over.

That did not happen with 
House Bill 2626, which pro-

posed 
closing 
Hopemo-
nt Hospi-
tal in Ter-
ra Alta, 
John 
Manchin 
Sr. Health 
Care Cen-
ter in 
Fairmont, 
Lakin 
Hospital 
in West 
Columbia 
and Jackie 
Withrow 
Hospital 
in Beckley.

“It 
hasn’t 

come out yet, and it is too 
late for it,” Delegate D.R. 
“Buck” Jennings, R-Pres-
ton, said. “I don’t think 

there is anything they can 
do at this time without ask-
ing for special permission to 
bring it to the floor.”

Delegate Terri Funk Sy-
polt, R-Preston, agreed the 
bill is dead for this legisla-
tive session.

“There is nothing I can 
see that would bring it back 
or attach it to another bill,” 
Sypolt said. “There was no 
sister bill in the Senate, and 
it did originate out of the 
House Health and Human 
Resources Committee.”

Both Jennings and Sy-
polt would like to see some-
thing worked on during in-
terim committee meetings 
to avoid the roller coaster 
for employees of the hospi-
tals, who don’t know what is 
going to happen one year to 
the next.

Hopemont Hospital bill fails to clear House
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Hopemont Hospital and three other state hospitals avoided the chopping block this 
year in the Legislature as a bill to close them never made it out of the House Finance 
Committee.
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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

HAZELTON — The West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation has entered 
into a consent order with 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection for 
violations of the water pol-
lution control permit at the 
Interstate 68 Welcome Cen-
ter near Hazelton.

The order, signed March 
10 by Division of Highways 
District 4 Engineer/Manag-
er Michael Cronin, calls for 

the DOT to pay up to a to-
tal of $75,175 in civil admin-
istrative penalties and to 
hook onto the public sew-
er system, eliminating the 
treatment facility at the 
welcome center.

Half the penalty, 
$37,587.50, is to be paid to 
the DEP within 30 days of 
the effective date of the or-
der. The other half will be 
held in abeyance, contin-
gent upon completion of the 
approved schedule of mile-
stones in correcting the vi-
olations. If the DOT fails 

to meet the milestones set 
forth in the consent order, it 
has 30 days to pay the sec-
ond half of the civil penalty.

DOT Legal Division at-
torney Lisa Balderson said  
the Division of Highways 
has signed the order and 
agreed to comply with the 
terms. She said District 
4 has performed regular 
maintenance on the facility.

“In the past two to three 
years, tens of thousands of 
dollars and countless man 
hours have been invested 
in this wastewater plant in 

an effort to achieve compli-
ance with the state regula-
tions. Specifically, the filter 
media in all 32 sand filter 
beds has been replaced, rou-
tine pumping of the holding 
tanks has occurred at least 
three times per year, UV 
lights have been replaced 
as needed, the recirculation 
tanks have been pumped 
out, along with countless 
rakings and cleaning out 
of the filter beds,” Balder-
son said.

West Virginia issues $75,000 fine to ... West Virginia
DOH agrees to address violations at I-68 Welcome Center
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The West Virginia Welcome Center on Interstate 68 West 
near Hazelton.
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KINGWOOD — The 
Kingwood Volunteer Fire 
Department is planning 
for a Buckwheat Festival in 
2021.

Whether it will take place 
— and in what form — is 
still to be decided.

Chairman Tarrell Ries 
said the fire department is 
continuing to plan for a fes-
tival as it normally would 
every year.

“We are still waiting to 
hear what festival guide-
lines will look like before 
making a final decision,” 
Ries said. “We don’t know if 
there will be restrictions on 
the number of people or so-
cial distancing. It is a wait-
and-see as we plan.”

Ries also said festival offi-
cials are wondering whether 
they would have to put fenc-
ing up in order to hold the 
festival.

The fire department has 
not yet expended any money 
for this year’s festival, due 
to the unknowns. Last year, 
the fire department had paid 
for Shaw & Sons to come to 
the festival, along with oth-
er expenses, such as shirts, 
pins and hats.

“We can’t put that mon-

ey out like we did last year,” 
Ries said. “However, Shaw 
& Sons does have the last 
weekend in September re-
served for us, so as soon as 
we know something, we will 
let them know.”

Ries said if the festival is 
a go, there will be a Buck-
wheat Court — but the se-
lection process is up in the 
air. Traditionally, the court 
selection pageants are held 
in April.

“We do have letters going 
out to interested students,” 
Ries said. “We want them to 

be ready for whatever we de-
cide to do. At this point, we 
may be crowning a queen in 
August or September, if it is 
a go.”

Ries said a final decision 
on the festival should be 
made by July 1.

On March 24, Gov. Jim 
Justice announced fairs, fes-
tivals and summer camps 
may resume operations ef-
fective May 1. All events are 
required to follow the appli-
cable safety guidelines.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — “Intro-
ducing the Central Pres-
ton Middle School Wild-
cakes!”

Just kidding. April 
Fools!

When Central Preston 
Middle School Principal 
Paul Martin looked for a 
memorable way to drive 
home to students the les-
son not to believe a claim 
until you check out the 
facts, he settled on some-
thing fun to catch stu-
dents’ attention.

Students were at home 
Thursday for a remote 
learning day, so during 
a mock press conference 
at the school, Martin an-
nounced that Central 
Preston was changing its 

mascot from the Wildcats 
to the Wildcakes and  the 
school colors from maroon 
and gray to brown and yel-
low — honoring the Pres-
ton County Buckwheat 
Festival.

Tarrell Ries, gener-
al chairman of the 2021 
Preston County Buck-
wheat Festival, and Pres-

ton senior teacher and 
Kingwood Volunteer Fire 
Department Secretary 
Mike Shaffer were there 
to back up the “news.”

Central Preston has a 
history of more than one 
mascot, Martin noted. In 
the past, it was the Cen-
tral Preston Cavaliers. In 
addition, he cited online 
research that showed the 
wildcats is the third most 
common mascot in the 
country, but said there are 
no schools with the Wild-
cakes as a mascot.

Ries commended the 
staff and faculty for its 
“vision and wisdom” in 
making the change and 
thanked the community 
and school for supporting 
the festival.

Central Preston Middle’s April 
Fools joke intended as a lesson
School pretended its mascot was changing
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A rendering of the Wild-
cakes emblem.
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From Staff Reports

KINGWOOD — On 
Sunday, the Preston 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the West Virginia 
State Police responded to 
a reported shooting in the 
Valley Point area of Pres-
ton County.

According to a news re-
lease from the sheriff’s 
department Wednesday, 
when law enforcement ar-
rived on scene, they found 
that Darren Bolinger, 52, 
had been shot and died of 
his wounds during a do-
mestic violence type inci-
dent.

Assisting law enforce-
ment were KAMP Am-
bulance and the Preston 
County medical examiner.

The investigation is on-
going.

No further information 
will be released at this 
time, according to the 
news release.

Man killed in reported domestic incident

2021 Buckwheat Festival being 
planned; final decision not made

See FESTIVAL, A3

File photo

Letters are being sent to students interested in being on 
the Buckwheat Court for 2021, with the understanding the 
Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department does not know what 
restrictions will be placed on festivals due to COVID-19. 
Pictured is the Buckwheat Court for 2020, from left, First 
Maid of Honor Hannah Katherine Shaffer, Queen Ceres 
Gabrielle Ann Wolfe, King Buckwheat Ryan Foster Wilson, 
and Second Maid of Honor Madeline Blake Chadwell.


