
Marion County’s Celebra-
tion of Lights keeps get-
ting bigger and brighter.

Bridgeport beat Oak Glen, 
38-7, to secure a spot in the 
Class AA state title game.

Are you happy with 
WVU football coach 
Neal Brown and the 
Mountaineers’ 5-7 re-
cord this year?

a) Yes. With the talent 
he inherited and injuries, 
Brown and his staff did a 
great job getting us to five 
wins.
.................................22.2%
b) Yes. With a few breaks, 
this team could have won 
six or seven. Great job 
by Brown, his staff and 
players.
.................................77.8%
c) Yes and no. No issues 
with Coach Brown and 
staff, but 5-7 just won’t 
cut it. Mountaineer fans 
expect more.
......................................0%
d) No. Just not a good 
year, which falls back to 
coaching and players’ 
performance. We must do 
better in the future.
......................................0%
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SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CHARLESTON — Anyone 
who grew up in the Mountain 
State or has spent any amount 
of time visiting can probably 
sing the West Virginia Coal 
Association’s ubiquitous jin-
gle, “Coal is West Virginia,” 
from memory.

The succinct song has 
played over the airwaves for 
years, reminding all those 
who hear it of the hundreds 
of years of coal mining history 
in West Virginia and the im-
portant economic role the in-
dustry has played throughout 
the state’s growth and devel-
opment.

While the song still can be 
heard daily on radio and tele-
vision stations around the 
state, its message and mean-
ing have started to ring less 
true as the coal industry 
struggles to maintain stabili-

ty and much 
of the state’s 
attention re-
mains fo-
cused on the 
oil and gas industry.

While the song remains, the 
message of coal has become 
mixed at best.

The coal industry reached a 
production peak in West Vir-
ginia in 2008, when nearly 
158 million short tons were 
mined. Over the next decade, 
production levels slowed until 
reaching a 40-year low of just 
80 million short tons in 2016.

In 2017, West Virginia was 
still the second-largest coal 
producer in the nation, after 
Wyoming, and accounted for 
12% of U.S. total coal produc-
tion, according to informa-
tion from the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration.

Old King 
Coal isn’t 
what he 
used to be
Historic W.Va. industry 
struggles to find stability 
during sustained decline

by JoAnn Snoderly

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — As com-
munities in West Virginia seek 
ways to address the drug crisis 
and its impacts, more commu-
nities are considering so-called 
“drug house ordinances” that 
seek to hold property owners 
accountable for criminal activi-
ty that occurs on their property.

Advocates of the ordinances 
say they provide a tool to en-
hance public safety in commu-
nities, but others have brought 

up concerns about due process 
and unintended consequences 
for victims of domestic violence, 
overdose victims and individu-
als experiencing homelessness.

The measures, also called 
criminal activity nuisance ordi-
nances, vary in their content by 
municipality. Most, however, is-
sue abatement orders to prop-
erty owners after a set number 
of nuisance complaints or calls 
for service are received about a 
particular property.

Debate over ‘drug 
house ordinances’  
far from settled

by JoAnn Snoderly

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — In early 
November, two Morgantown 
high school students were 
hospitalized in a 24-hour pe-
riod after overdosing on hero-
in-laced vaping devices.

Early testing on the vape 
solutions from one of the 

pens indicated the presence 
of heroin, other opioids and 
“a significant number of oth-
er chemicals,” according to a 
news release from Morgan-
town Police Chief Ed Preston.

While the investigation into 
the overdoses led to an arrest 
later in November, health-
care officials are warning that 
these new homemade concoc-

tions may be the next front in 
the nationwide drug epidem-
ic.

For years now, vaping en-
thusiasts have been altering 
the components of their va-
ping solutions to make per-
sonalized concoctions. Some, 
however, have taken it to a 
new level.

“Now people are taking il-

licit drugs 
and putting 
them into 
vaping de-
vices,” said 
Marshall 
University 
researcher 
and associ-
ate professor 
Dr. Brandon Henderson. “If 

there’s a will, there’s a way, 
and if people want to abuse 
drugs, they’re going to find a 
way.”

The vaping devices them-
selves serve as a new system 
of drug delivery that makes it 
extremely easy to concoct and 
conceal a drug element.

Health experts warn of new risk: Homemade vaping solutions

Supporters cite public safety; foes 
cite concerns about due process

Some users adding illicit substances to turn devices into new system for drug delivery

Henderson

See COAL, A10

See DRUGS, A9

See VAPING, A10

by Kailee E. Gallahan 

STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Marking its 
46th year, Fort New Salem 
took visitors back in time 
as the Spirit of Christmas 
in the Mountains gave 
them a glimpse of what the 
holiday looked like over a 

century ago.
On Saturday, 

hundreds of 
in- and out-

of-state 
visitors 
gathered 
to learn 
about 
and par-

take in 

Appalachian history from 
the mid-1800s.

“This is a pure celebra-
tion of Christmas and the 
wholesomeness of the sea-
son,” said Dr. Joseph Au-
dia, chair of the Fort New 
Salem Foundation board. 
“The Spirit of Christmas 
in the Mountains is a cel-
ebration of history and 
culture, and it blends the 
seasonal customs of the 
settlers before us into mu-
sic, foods, heritage skills 
and overall lifestyle. It’s 

a very wholesome ex-
perience, and when 
people come out, 
they usually come 
back again and 
again.”

Artisans 
dressed in peri-

od clothes demonstrated 
trades and allowed attend-
ees to participate as well.

The celebration fea-
tured something for every-
one, with puppet shows, 
cooking demonstrations, 
muzzle-loading demon-
strations, pottery, black-
smithing, tinsmithing, 
woodworking and more.

“We even have chestnuts 
roasting on an open fire,” 
Audia added.

A highlight of the event 
is the evening Christmas 
tree lighting, when cos-
tumed interpreters and a 
choir sing carols and come 
out in a processional to 
light the candles on the 
tree, Audia said.

by Kailee E. Gallahan 

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — With 
holiday shopping already in 
full swing at many major re-
tailers, small business own-
ers in Harrison County were 
pleased to receive communi-
ty support as patrons visited 
their establishments on Sat-
urday.

The nationwide event 
known as Small Business 
Saturday urges shoppers to 
give back to their favorite lo-
cal businesses and show their 
support for the community.

Area retailers participated 

in the annual event by provid-
ing giveaways, promotions, 
discounts, extended hours 
and added services.

In Bridgeport, Lisa Lang, 
owner of About You Mono-
grams, said she and her cus-

tomers had 
a lot of fun, 
noting the 
store was ex-
tremely busy 
on Small 
Business 
Saturday.

“Small 
business 
owners in 
the area worked to create an 
activity that customers could 
participate in, bringing them 
to all of our area businesses 
for snacks, entertainment and 
holiday shopping,” Lang said.

Locally owned stores go all out 
during Small Business Saturday
Unique items, special activities draw holiday shoppers

I
t’s nice being 

able to go into 

a store and be 

recognized.”

— Michelene Sheppard  

Small Business  

Saturday shopper
Lang

See SHOP, A2

The interpretation of Der Belsnickle is a 
tradition during the Spirit of Christmas 
in the Mountains at Fort New Salem. 
Pictured are volunteer Bayley Brown, Carl 
Lantz as Der Belsnickle and mummer 
Isabella McGrady.

Fort New Salem event shows how holiday  
was celebrated in Appalachia during 1800s

A celebration of 
Christmas past

Volunteer artisan Ken Aucremanne 
talks to Nicholas Frank, 10, about 
the history of carpentry.

Staff photos by 
Kailee Gallahan

See FORT, A9
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