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‘Tis the Season for Giving! 
WEPCO would like to give 
you a “gift” with any new 
issued Christmas Loan! 

Select a Gift Box to Receive 
a Rate Reduction up to 

5.00% APR*! 

*Terms and conditions apply.  Credit subject 
to approval.  Equal Opportunity Lender.  Ends
December 31, 2022. 
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 INSIDE TODAY! HOLIDAY CELEBRATION SPECIAL SECTION GOOD NEWS, Page A2INSIDE

Tuesday, November 22, 2022

The Mineral News will not publish on Friday, Nov. 25 so that our 
employees can spend Thanksgiving with their families and friends.

We appreciate your understanding and join with you in celebrating 
the blessings of the Thanksgiving season.

Look for the next edition of The Mineral Tribune on Nov. 29 and 
The Mineral News on Dec. 2.

Happy Thanksgiving from our Mineral Tribune-News team and 
the WV News family!

No newspaper 
on Friday

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

FORT ASHBY, W.Va. (WV 
News) — The steady rain on 
Veterans Day did not deter 
a large crowd from gather-
ing at Fort Ashby VFW Post 
6667’s home to dedicate a 
monument honoring those 
from the area who served 
their country.

“This is a solemn and 
important occasion; one 
we will all remember with 
pride,” post command-
er Greg Carder said as he 
opened the program.

Noting that the men 
and women in the com-
munity who answered the 
call to serve their country 
were and are “worthy of far 
greater recognition than 
mere words or marker,” he 
said the monument would 
nevertheless help keep the 
memory of those veterans 
“alive in our memories for 
generations to come.”

He paid tribute to the 
many veterans who “left 
our schools, our shops, and 
our farms to take up weap-
ons against our foes. They 
left their peace-time pur-
suits with confidence in 
their hearts and insurance 

upon their lips. They were 
aware of the dangers before 
them, yet they responded 
without hesitation to the 
call of duty.”

Carder went on to say the 
monument “symbolizes our 
appreciation for our com-
rades in arms in our com-
munity.

“The VFW will always 
honor those who go forth 
in defense of our nation. 
They’re our true guard-
ians of freedom, justice and 
equality among all,” he said.

VFW members Wayne 
Houdersheldt, Ron Sisk, 
Bryce Navom and Jeff 
Chaney then participated 

in raising the flag above the 
monument.

Frankfort High School 
Band member Meadow 
Aman played the “Star 
Spangled Banner” as every-
one present saluted the flag.

The Fort Ashby Lions 
Club served a luncheon fol-
lowing the program.

Fort Ashby VFW dedicates 
monument to area veterans

News Tribune photo by Liz Beavers

Greg Carder, commander of Fort Ashby VFW Post 6667, Wayne Houdersheldt, chaplain, 
and Ron Sisk, senior vice commander, salute the flag while Frankfort High School Band 
member Meadow Aman plays the “Star Spangled Banner” on her flute during the dedi-
cation ceremony for the veterans’ monument at the VFW.

For the News & Tribune

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — WVU Medicine 
Potomac Valley Hospital 
is pleased to announce the 
opening of it’s first School-
Based Health Center (SBHC) 
in Mineral County.

The clinic, located with-
in Keyser Primary School, is 
sponsored and managed by 
Potomac Valley Hospital.

“I am both proud and ex-
cited to begin this new part-
nership between Potomac 
Valley Hospital and Miner-
al County Schools,” says Sue 
Wells, senior director of clin-
ical operations.

“The opening of this clin-
ic is just the beginning of 
what we plan to offer to the 
students of Mineral Coun-
ty. Additional school-based 
health centers are planned 
to open in the future, in-
cluding a clinic built into the 
new Frankfort Elementary 
school, scheduled to open in 
2024.”

A range of services are of-
fered to the children and 

teachers in the school com-
munity during the school 
day. These services include 
preventive care, such as well-
ness exams, sports physicals, 
early/periodic screening di-
agnostic and treatment well 
checks, and health educa-
tion. Immediate care services 
will also be available, such as 
sick visits, focusing on diag-
nosis and treatment of acute 
illness. Referrals to other 
health care providers will be 
given as needed.

“Being able to provide 
these additional healthcare 
services to students and 
teachers of Mineral Coun-
ty is a great way to provide 
better access to healthcare 
services and also to improve 
health outcomes in our com-
munity,” says Mark Boucot, 
president and CEO of Poto-
mac Valley Hospital. “These 
clinics are a good example of 
how PVH can provide quali-
ty healthcare services, in the 
schools and make it more 
convenient for parents.”

PVH opens first 
school-based 
health center in 
Keyser Primary

by Ronda Wertman

NEWS & TRIBUNE 

CORRESPONDENT

ELK GARDEN, W.Va. (WV 
News) — With bad weather 
making Christmas parades 
a challenge in recent years, 
Elk Garden is opting for its 
annual tree lighting with a 
special early visit from San-
ta.

Kids and kids at heart 
are invited to the Elk Dis-
trict Fire Hall at 4 p.m. Dec. 
10 for refreshments and to 
tell Santa what is on their 
Christmas list.

Visitors are asked to bring 
their favorite goodies to 
share.

Around 5:30 the festivi-
ties will move to the town 
hall, where residents can 
place ornaments in memory 
of others on the town tree, 
which will be lit that eve-
ning.

The decorated tree and 
traditional nativity scene 

will adorn the lawn of the 
town hall.

New this year will be 
Christmas lights on the light 
poles on Route 42 through 
Elk Garden and extending 
to Shadyside.

In other business, winter-
izing at the town park has 
been completed along with 
placing wire around the 
bushes to protect them from 
wildlife.

Earlier in the fall the town 
was planning to patch vari-
ous streets, but that has been 
put on hold until spring.

It is hoped that the con-
struction of the town garage 

can proceed, with Tim Lewis 
of Terra Alta looking to set 
the 40x60-foot structure.

Due to a change in the 
size of the building, the 
town must reapply for the 
$15,000 that had previously 
been awarded in WindForce 
grants.

The first of the year will 
mark preparations for the 
June election as the seats of 
mayor Marian Droppleman, 
clerk Brandi Paugh and 
councilmen Kevin Broad-
water, Michael Droppleman, 
Jody Paugh, Dave Tichnell 
and Donald “Louie” Stew-
art will be up for election.

Elk Garden sets tree lighting, 
early visit from Santa Claus

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — The Keyser City 
Council Friday held the 
first of three necessary 
readings to pass an ordi-
nance enabling them to 
seek additional funding 
for the construction of a 
sludge storage building at 
the wastewater treatment 
plant.

The proposal to build 
a sludge storage building 
was initiated by the mayor 
and council in August 2020 
as a means of saving mon-
ey on the cost of disposal of 
the sludge.

With the city making sev-
eral trips a week to dump 
the material at a Tucker 
County facility for a cost 
of approximately $700 
each trip, mayor Damon 
Tillman and the city offi-
cials said that being able 
to store the sludge local-
ly would help save money 
by cutting on the number 

of trips.
They voted in August 

2020 to proceed with the 
plan to secure funding for 
the storage building, with 
a cost estimate of $1.1 mil-
lion.

The motion was made 
with the stipulation that 
the building be entirely 
grant funded.

According to city admin-
istrator Jeff Broadwater, 
however, when the bids for 
the building were opened 
last month, “the bids for 
construction alone came in 
at around $2 million.

“Obviously, we are short 

of funding,” he said.
The ordinance read 

during a special meeting 
Friday calls for a $1 million 
grant from the West Vir-
ginia Infrastructure and 
Jobs Development Council 
(IJDC), a $1 million loan 
from the West Virginia 
Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund (CWSRF) and the 
additional $380,000 over-
run coverage, also from the 
CWSRF.

According to Broadwa-
ter, however, the $1 mil-
lion loan will not have to 
be repaid.

“I have a letter from the 
DEP saying once the proj-
ect is done, they’ll forgive 
the loan,” he said.

Broadwater says the loan 
forgiveness will enable the 
city officials to make good 
on a promise they made to 
the citizens that the sludge 
storage building would not 
cost them a cent.

Keyser Council approves first 
reading of sludge building ordinance

See PVH, A10

See SLUDGE, A10


