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FAIRMONT — The Marion 
County Commission has one 
spot opening up this election, 
and six candidates are hoping 
to take the seat for the next six 
years.

In all, four Democrats and 
two Republicans are in the race 
for County Commission, with 
one candidate from each side 
set to make it past the primary 
to go head-to-head for the seat 
in the fall. Democratic incum-
bent Rick Garcia, who was first 
elected to the position in 2014, 
said that he hopes to continue 

the work he’s been doing with 
fellow com-
missioners 
Randy El-
liott and Er-
nie VanGild-
er.

“With all 
of the ac-
complish-
ments that 
we have done, I’d like to con-
tinue,” Garcia said. “I believe 
Marion County needs and de-
serves it. I really enjoy it. We’re 
going on my sixth year, and I 
really enjoy the work with the 
other two commissioners and 
administrators. … I’m looking 
forward to doing some more 

stuff… I’m a public servant.”
In the 2014 primary elec-

tion, Gar-
cia edged out 
then-Demo-
cratic incum-
bent Bur-
ley “Butch” 
Tennant by 
a handful 
of votes. Six 
years later, 
Tennant is looking to reclaim 
his seat on the commission.

“I was in office once six years 
ago, and I spearheaded Pala-
tine Park,” Tennant said. “I’d 
like to finish that. The recre-
ation in the whole county needs 
improved, and I would love to 

get involved with that. … We 
also need to develop the coun-
ty and work with the (North 
Central West Virginia) Airport. 
The airport is a big plus for the 
northern part of West Virginia, 
and Marion County owns half 
of it.”

Tennant said he’d like to 
further develop the water-
front along the Monongahe-
la River and work closely with 
Fairmont State University. He 
also said that, if elected, he 
plans to be in the commission 
office every day and remain 
openly available to his constit-
uents.

Six candidates vie for Marion County Commission seat
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The Marion County Commission discusses 
matters at a recent meeting.
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