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Burlington Apple 

Harvest Festival
Inside:

by Barbara High

NEWS & TRIBUNE STAFF 

WRITER

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Steve and DeeDee 
Rinker have always loved 
vintage bikes and it is a love 
they have shared with their 
children over the years. 
Now they had the chance 
to share that love with oth-
er vintage bike enthusiasts 
from all over the United 
States by hosting their own 
event, “The Great Hillbilly 
Escape”.

Owners of a Buck’s Indi-
an vintage bike museum, 
Steve and DeeDee had al-
ways dreamed of one day 
hosting a cannonball-type 
event.

“We grew up around mo-
torcycles and we loved do-
ing the events with them,” 
says Rinker’s son, Justin. 
“Me and my twin brother 
Jared have done cannon-
balls with them and even 
did the The Great Race in 
Yosemite, California.

“It was only a matter of 
time until they hosted their 
own.”

A cannonball is a point-
to-point long distance an-
tique endurance run. Can-
nonball founding father, 
Lonnie Isam Jr., first start-
ed daydreaming about 
cruising America’s back 
roads with his antique rid-
ing friends. He wanted to 
see scenic America from the 
saddle of his antique iron. 
Lonnie wanted to motivate 
those with antique bikes to 
actually get out there and 
ride them, rather than just 
let them be showcased in 
a garage or museum. Lon-
nie simply felt they were in-
tended to be on the road.

Steve Rinker says too 
many buy antique bikes 
and spend so much on re-
storing them that they 
don’t want to take them 
out on the road, and the 
idea is to remind people to 
ride them.

“Lonnie knew what he 
was talking about; getting 

together with your friends 
and riding the bikes we 
built,” says Steve. “Bikes 
that we restored to better 
than factory conditions. 
It is not about competi-
tion, but riding with your 
friends.”

Steve seems to also have a 
lot of friends, as his first-ev-
er Great Hillbilly Escape 
brought in over 50 riders 
on vintage bikes from all 
over the country, including 
“American Pickers” co host 
Jon Szalay, better known as 
Jersey Jon.

John had come from New 
Jersey to participate in The 
Great Hillbilly Escape. He 
is riding his 1929 Indian 
101 Scout.

“They only made this 
model for four years, and, 
yes, I did find it in an old 
barn,” laughs Jon. “We’re 
all out here just trying to re-
enact the Cannonball-style 
rides and live out Lonnie’s 
dream,” he says.

Great Hillbilly Escape comes through Keyser

News & Tribune photo by Barbara High

American Pickers co-host Jon Szalay, “Jersey Jon’, sits on his 1929 Indian 101 Scout.

News & Tribune photo by Chapin Jewell

Drake Roy and Morgan Pratt were named Keyser High School’s 2022 Homecoming 
King and Queen on Friday.

Presenting royalty

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Mineral Coun-
ty’s maintenance crews 
worked hard over the sum-
mer to get the schools ready 
for students in August, and 
have plans for additional 
work throughout the year.

John Droppleman, di-
rector of support services, 
along with assistant direc-
tors Jay Harris and Todd 
Liller, gave the Mineral 
County Board of Education 
a rundown recently of work 
completed over the past 18 
months.

Among the projects were 
a new gym roof and repair of 

leaky gas lines at Elk Gar-
den Primary, a new septic 
system at Burlington Pri-
mary, new HVAC fixtures at 
Keyser High School, roof re-
pairs at Keyser Middle, new 
lighting and parking lot re-
pairs at Wiley Ford Prima-
ry, remodel of the office and 
installation of lights at the 
baseball field at Frankfort 
High School, and more.

Droppleman also noted 
that several of the coun-
ty’s bus drivers showed up, 
along with the custodians, 
just prior to the start of 
school to clean up the mess 
left at Keyser Middle School 
due to this summer’s HVAC 
replacement project.

“We had about 100 people 
show up to get Keyser Mid-
dle School ready,” superin-
tendent Troy Ravenscroft 
noted.

As they ran down the list 
of jobs accomplished, every 
school received some atten-
tion over the summer.

In addition, county crews 
also completed some reno-
vations at Camp Minco over 
the summer, and plan to do 
more in coming years.

Other goals include new 
HVAC units at Frankfort 
High, paving and lighting 
the parking lots at Keyser 
Middle, and repairs to the 
front of Elk Garden prima-
ry.

Mineral maintenance 
crews hard at work

by Ronda Wertman

NEWS & TRIBUNE 

CORRESPONDENT

WESTERNPORT, Md. 
(WV News) – Private se-
curity, closing the parks at 
11 p.m., and posting them 
as drug- and gun-free zones 
are the next step in Western-
port’s public safety plan.

The council recent-
ly agreed to designate the 
parks and ballfield areas as 
drug- and gun-free zones, 

with signs being posted. In 
their recent meeting the 
council took this a step fur-
ther, as the recreational ar-
eas will close at 11 p.m. dai-
ly.

“Hopefully this will cut 
down on drug use in the 
parks,” said mayor Judy 
Hamilton.

The set time will also 
make it easier for securi-
ty officers patrolling the 
town to target those vio-

lating the rules.
In an earlier work session, 

commissioner Allen Shap-
iro had suggested that the 
council consider hiring a pri-
vate security firm as “a de-
terrent.”

While not a law enforce-
ment officer, the security pa-
trol would confront those in 
violation, take pictures and 
contact law enforcement.

Westernport takes steps 
towards public safety
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