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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — COVID-19 
has harmed Garrett Coun-
ty, but also has helped in a 
few ways, county commis-
sioners said Tuesday.

The Garrett County 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a virtual version 
of its annual “State of the 
County” Business Before 
Hours session, giving the 
commissioners an oppor-
tunity to point to the highs 
and lows the area has expe-
rienced in the past year.

“COVID-19 is going to 
have an impact on us for 
the foreseeable future,” 
commission Chairman 
Paul Edwards said. “The 
impact is going to be seen 

for a while.”
The economic impact is 

obvious, with the county 
predicting at least a 10% 
decrease in funding from 

the state, Edwards said.
In response, Commis-

sioner Larry Tichnell said, 
the county has reduced its 
current budget, and freezes 

on hiring and pay raises re-
main in place. Projects that 
are underway have been 
funded in the previous bud-
get year, so they will not af-

fect the current spending 
plan, he said.

Some revenue sources 
are down, but Edwards said 
the accommodations tax is 
booming with the rentals 
at Deep Creek Lake soar-
ing. Those visitors who may 
have given up vacations 
elsewhere to stay closer to 
home might find enough 
reasons to stay permanent-
ly, he added.

“COVID in some re-
spects will have a positive 
impact on our budget in 
the way people are chang-
ing their vacation plans, 
and they’re choosing to 
come here and spend their 
dollars in Garrett County,” 
Edwards said.

And if visitors are look-

ing to relocate to the coun-
ty, two major factors must 
be addressed, according to 
Edwards: the quality of the 
schools and broadband ac-
cessibility.

“For people who want 
to move here, broadband 
is absolutely essential to 
that” decision, he said.

The coronavirus out-
break has made the out-
look for Garrett Coun-
ty school improvements 
murkier. As the General 
Assembly finished the ses-
sion early, the legislation 
addressing the Kirwan 
Commission’s recommen-
dations was passed, only 
to be vetoed by Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — Darla 
Friend has been chosen as 
the EMS Person of the Y  
ear by the Allegany Garrett 
Counties Volunteer Fire 
Rescue Association.

The announcement was 
made during the group’s 
annual convention, which 
was different this year with 
social distancing guidelines 
in place.

Friend was one of six 
nominations for the award, 
which is decided by a vote of 
the association.

“The awards committee 
is comprised of representa-
tives from both counties,” 
said Jonathan Dayton, pres-
ident. “Different groups 
sponsor some awards and, 
in that case, are typically 
awarded or judged by such 
a group.”

Friend is a member of the 
Deep Creek Volunteer Fire 
Company. She became an 

EMT in 1993 and joined the 
Northern Garrett County 
Rescue Squad. She joined 
Deep Creek in 1996 and be-
came a Firefighter 1- Medic.

She started working 
in Garrett County Pub-
lic Safety in 2016. She is 
on the Maryland Incident 
Management Team and 

has been training and tak-
ing classes with them for 
two years.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Several 
more Garrett County resi-
dents have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in the past 
week, bringing the total 
count to 35.

Many of the new cas-
es continue to be report-
ed from nursing and care 
homes.

At Dennett Road Man-
or Nursing home, six staff 
members were reported 
positive and asymptom-
atic: two women and one 
man in their 50s, a woman 
in her 20s, a woman in her 
30s, and another woman in 
her 30s who is a resident of 
a surrounding county and 
will not be added to the 
county’s total.

All are isolating at home.
Also a Dennett Road res-

ident in her 70s is asymp-
tomatic and is isolating at 
the facility, according to 
the Garrett County Health 
Department.

Several other cases were 
of people displaying the 
coronavirus symptoms — 
a man in his 40s, a man in 
his 50s, a man in his 60s, a 
woman in her 20s and one 

in her teens. All are isolat-
ing at home.

The 60-year-old is a close 
contact of a previously re-
ported case, the health de-
partment said.

“The COVID-19 virus is 
extremely contagious and 
is easily spread,” said Gar-
rett County Health Officer 
Bob Stephens. “Even indi-
viduals who seem to be tak-
ing all the precautions can 
be infected if their guard 
is down even momentar-
ily. In Garrett County, we 
have had health-care work-
ers and even a health de-
partment staff member 
contract the virus. It is im-
portant to constantly be 

vigilant and practice social 
distancing, and face cover-
ings.”

Dr. Jennifer Corder, dep-
uty health officer for Gar-
rett and Allegany counties, 
said the increase in posi-
tive cases over the past two 
weeks continues to show 
an asymptomatic commu-
nity spread of COVID-19 
in Garrett County.

“We can expect that oth-
er well-feeling individu-
als in our community have 
COVID-19, and for this 
reason, we remind you to 
wear your mask, wash your 
hands and practice physi-
cal distancing when out in 
public,” Corder said.

Community testing
The health department, 

in cooperation with state 
and local partners, tested 
527 participants at a com-
munity COVID-19 testing 
event July 17 in Oakland.

Of the 527 persons who 
participated in testing, 443 
— 84 percent — were from 
Garrett County. Maryland-
ers from outside of Garrett 
County and West Virgin-
ia residents each made up 
a total of 25 participants. 
A few of those tested were 
from Virginia and Penn-
sylvania, and the rest were 
from across the U.S.

From Staff Reports

ANNAPOLIS — In his 
role as chairman of the 
National Governors Asso-
ciation, Gov. Larry Hogan 
on Monday called for the 
Trump administration to 
extend the public health 
emergency, which is set to 
expire Saturday.

He also called on the fed-
eral government to extend 
the mobilization of Na-
tional Guard units past 
the Aug. 21 expiration 
date. The current autho-
rization allows governors 
to activate the National 
Guard by direction of the 
president. Soldiers per-
form on active duty under 
state control, but with pay 
and benefits provided by 
the federal government. 
The authorization is gen-
erally used for national di-
sasters and other domes-
tic crises.

“The National Guard re-
mains a critical part of our 
public health response,” 
Hogan said.

He also said the Nation-
al Governors Association 
also is calling on Congress 
to prohibit any condi-
tions being placed on re-
lief funding that would 
mandate specific models 
of K-12 or higher educa-
tion reopenings.

President Donald 
Trump has pressed for 
schools to return to reg-
ular, in-class instruction 
this fall.

The governors also want 
Congress to pass a corona-
virus relief package that 
provides funding for state 
and local governments.

“The president, vice 
president, and Secretary 
Mnuchin have all previ-
ously committed to sup-
port this funding, but 
there are growing indica-
tions that it is no longer a 
priority. It is crunch time 
now, and we are ready to 
work with leaders in both 
parties to get this done,” 

Hogan said.
Numbers dropping
On Monday, Hogan an-

nounced that, unlike 
many states, Maryland’s 
key COVID-19 health met-
rics continue to decline or 
plateau.

The statewide seven-day 
positivity rate dropped to 
4.43% and the daily pos-
itivity rate dropped to 
3.43%. Maryland has now 
conducted nearly 900,000 
COVID-19 tests, of which 
700,000 were for Mary-
landers. That represents 
nearly 12% of the state’s 
population.

There were 434 total 
COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions Monday, with 128 
ICU beds in use.

Sixteen of Maryland’s 
24 jurisdictions have now 
met the state’s goal of 
testing 10% of their pop-
ulations.

In keeping with trends 
states are seeing across 
the country, the positivi-
ty rate among Maryland-
ers under 35 (6.45%) is 
85.3% higher than the 
positivity rate for Mary-
landers age 35 and older 
(3.48%.)

Commissioners outline COVID-19’s impact on county

 Submitted photo

In this image taken from video, Garrett County commissioners, from left, Jim Hinebaugh, 
Paul Edwards and Larry Tichnell address the Garrett County Chamber of Commerce’s 
“State of the County” Business Before Hours on Tuesday.

Garrett’s coronavirus cases reach 35

Submitted photo

More than 500 people received testing in Oakland on July 17.

Hogan calls to 
extend national 
emergency

Photo from Executive Office of 

the Governor

Gov. Larry Hogan attends 
the Maryland Board of 
Public Works’ bond sale on 
Wednesday.

Friend named EMS Person of the Year

Submitted photo

Members of the Friend family are pictured. From left are Jeff Green, Nancy Friend, Darla 
Friend, Sam Friend and Dana Green.
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