
Several Thanksgiving din-
ners were served throughout 
the county last Thursday.

Inner strength built up 
throughout the season 
helps WVU claim victory 
over Rhode Island.
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Are you happy with 
WVU football coach Neal 
Brown and the Moun-
taineers’ 5-7 record this 
year?

a) Yes. With the talent he in-
herited and injuries, Brown 
and his staff did a great job 
getting us to five wins.
.................................... 22.2%
b) Yes. With a few breaks, 
this team could have won 
six or seven. Great job by 
Brown, his staff and players.
.................................... 77.8%
c) Yes and no. No issues 
with Coach Brown and staff, 
but 5-7 just won’t cut it. 
Mountaineer fans expect 
more.
..........................................0%
d) No. Just not a good year, 
which falls back to coaching 
and players’ performance. 
We must do better in the 
future.
..........................................0%

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The city of 
Kingwood voted to enter into a 
contract with the state police to 
aid in patrolling the city until 
the end of June.

According to Mayor Jean 
Manuel Guillot, City Clerk 
Kayla Huggins looked at the 
city’s budget and determined 
they would be able to employ  
a state police trooper comfort-
ably until June 30 without 
putting a strain on the city’s 
finances.

“We can afford two eight-
hour shifts for 16 hours per 
week,” Guillot said. “We would 
like a Friday and Saturday, but 
that can be decided” by Police 
Chief Charley Haney.

The beginning date for the 
troopers to patrol will be based 
on when Haney returns from 
being out of town and is able 
to set things in motion.

The city has been without 

a full-time 
officer, ex-
cept for 
Haney, since 
April when 
t h e n - o f f i -
cer Justin 
Knotts went 
to the State 
Police police 
A c a d e m y. 
When Knotts graduated in 
August, he resigned and took 
a position with the Preston 
County Sheriff’s Department.

Since that time, the city has 
hired a part-time police officer 
that will start as a full-time 
officer in January when he re-
tires from his current position 
in Morgantown.

“This contract takes into 
consideration our part-time 
officer, who would like to work 
for us full-time beginning in 
January when he retires,” 
Guillot said.

Kingwood enters into contract with state police for patrols

Guillot
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The city of Kingwood has entered into a contract with the West Virginia State Police for patrols.See CONTRACT, A5

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

TERRA ALTA — Terra Alta 
Town  Council  briefly dis-
cussed the need to upgrade the 
town’s sewer system during 
its recent meeting.

Mayor Bobby DeLauder said 
he would like to hold off on the 
upgrade to the system because 
he doesn’t want to overwhelm 
the residents with rate increases.

“We have so many people 
on fixed incomes,” DeLauder 
said. “I don’t want one in-
crease and then another to 
immediately follow.”

Thrasher Engineering’s 
Steve Buchanan said the town 
is badly in need of upgrades to 
the sewage plant and pumps, 
but he also understands why 
the mayor is concerned.

“You are getting violations 
for the sewer plant,” Bu-
chanan said. “And we have 
prepared a preliminary engi-
neering report for you.”

Buchanan said Thrasher 
Engineering has sent the re-
port to the town’s certified 
public accountant, Dorinda 
Kisner, for a Rule 42 deter-
mination, which is a rate in-
crease. How much that sewer 
rate increase would be is yet 

to be determined.
“If you do not want to pursue 

this, I need to know the direc-
tion you are going,” Buchanan 
said. “There are over $3 million 
in improvements in the plant 
and pump stations that need 

to be made.”

Buchanan said officials are 

looking at a combination of 

grants and loans to finance the 

project.

Terra Alta wants to hold off 
on sewer system upgrades
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Earl Williams with Sunrise Sanitation, standing, introduces 
Chief Operating Officer Nathan Walters, who addressed the 
council, asking if they would consider exploring a contract pro-
posal from the solid waste carrier to pick up garbage in Terra 
Alta.

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — After four 
hours of testimony and legal 
arguments, Magistrate P.L. 
Grimm found probable cause 
in the shooting death of Grant 
Felton, binding the case over to 
the grand jury.

Aaron Glenn Hoard, 33, of 
Morgantown has been charged 
with first-degree murder, which 
carries a possible life sentence.

The prosecution was repre-
sented by Assistant Prosecutor 
Megan Allender, and Hoard was 
represented by Morgantown 
lawyer Belinda Haynie.

Testimony in the preliminary 
hearing was given by two wit-
nesses and the investigating 
sheriff’s deputy from the Pres-
ton County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

The investigating officer, Lt. 
J.G. Rodeheaver, said when he 
arrived on the scene, Felton had 
been removed from the scene 
and taken to Preston Memori-
al Hospital.

“I secured the scene with 
yellow tape and observed seven 
shell casings,” Rodeheaver said. 
“The gun was empty, except for 
one spent casing jammed in the 
gun.”

All in all, 
there were 
nine shell 
casings that 
were found 
— the seven 
observed on 
the road, one 
jammed in 
the gun and 
one found on 
the dashboard of the truck when 
it was taken into evidence.

After the State Police Crime 
Scene Unit arrived, which was 
approximately two hours later, 
Rodeheaver went to Preston 
Memorial Hospital, where he 
met with Medical Examiner 
Pam Thomas and saw the vic-
tim’s body.

“There was a total of five 
bullet wounds. The victim had 
a graze from a bullet on the left 
side of his head above the ear,” 
Rodeheaver said. “He had a bul-
let in the back of his head near 
the crown.”

The other injuries Felton suf-
fered including a bullet to the 
right side of his neck, one in 
the right collar bone area and 
one in the arm pit area that was 
elongated and could have been a 
graze, according to Rodeheaver.

Probable cause found in 

Terra Alta murder case

Case bound over to grand jury

Hoard

by Theresa Marthey
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KINGWOOD — The appe-
tizing smells of broccoli and 
cheese, sausage and other 
popular soups will be drifting 
from the McGrew House on 
Sunday, Dec. 8.

That’s when the McGrew 
Society will hold the 26th 
annual Souper Taste from 
11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Proceeds from the annual 
fundraiser go toward mainte-
nance of the historic McGrew 
home, but the event has al-
ways been about more than 
just money.

“We like to think of this 
event as a day of goodwill and 
fellowship,” McGrew Society 
member Susan Hardesty said. 

“We have come a long way in 
the 26 years since we first be-
gan.”

When it started in 1993, 
there were no utilities in the 
house, and extension cords 
snaked throughout the rooms.

“Guests were welcomed 
with candlelight and propane 
heaters,” McGrew Society 
President Rosemary Berna-
towicz said.

Now people are welcomed 
with a warm home, friendship, 
a meal and a tour of the home.

The homemade soups and 
breads are made by commu-
nity members, and some have 
been offered all 26 years of the 
Souper Taste event.

“The crab bisque and 
borscht have been served 
for 25 years,” Hardesty said. 

“There are also some ‘fan 
favorites’ that include Santa 
sausage, roasted red pepper, 
Italian wedding, potato, Por-
tuguese vegetable, broccoli 
cheese and Amish barn soup.”

Coming back for a second 
year is the taco bean, and new 
this year is Senate bean.

“We try to vary the options 
from year to year,” Hardesty 
said. “We could not do this if 
it weren’t for the people who 
donate their time and talent 
to making  the soups and 
breads.”

The homemade breads are 
mouth-watering and include 
banana, cranberry, pumpkin, 
dilly cheese, apple nut bread, 
pepperoni rolls and crackers.

26th annual Souper Taste to take place Sunday at McGrew House
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Guests wait patiently to get fill their bowls or cups of soup at 
the McGrew House Souper Taste at a previous fundraiser.

See SEWER, A5 See MURDER, A5

See SOUP, A5


