
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 1

INSIDE

SPORTS

INDEX

ON THE WEB

The Marion County 
Rescue Squad showcases 
WVU Medicine mobile 
physician vehicle.

Page 4

Fairmont Senior wins 
girls regional title and is 
No. 1 seed in Class AAA 
field.

Page 12

fairmontnews.com

Columns ........................2, 6, 7

Community .........................3, 4

Local ................................8, 11

Opinion ................................10

Sports ............................12-14

Sports Briefs ........................15

304-838-2971

Copyright 2021

WV News

Clarksburg, WV  26301

April 28, 2021

A matter for debate 

Representatives discuss pros, cons        
of 2021 legislative session

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — 
With the 2021 West Virginia legislative 
session now wrapped up, Marion Coun-
ty’s representatives have offered their 
thoughts on the previous few months, 
with mixed opinions on how the session 
went.

Republican Del. Guy Ward, who re-
turned to the Capitol this year after 
winning the 2020 election, said that  
while he was in the supermajority of 
the House of Delegates, there was still 
quite a bit that he would have liked to 
have seen done, including one bill that 
was set to “reel in the governor.”

“I think we missed a lot of opportuni-
ties,” Ward said. “It seemed like it got 
stuck in the Senate for whatever rea-
son. … There were a couple of things 
we didn’t get to the finish line with. I’d 
give the session maybe a B minus or a 
C plus.”

However, there were some things that 
Ward favored during the session, in-
cluding several pro-gun bills, including 
one that halted a sales tax on ammuni-
tion. He was also the lead sponsor on 
HB 3089, a bill that made utility work-
ers essential workers during a state of 
emergency. He said this bill’s passing 
was one of his top accomplishments of 
the session.

“It was a good bill,” Ward said. “The 
governor had to make an executive or-
der to allow them to work during the 
pandemic, and we said that it shouldn’t 
have to be that way. Anytime there’s a 
state of emergency, we should be able to 
keep them working. … Now, if we have 
another state of emergency declared 
by the governor, they can just keep on 

working. They don’t 
have to stop.”

Ward added that, in 
terms of money, he be-
lieves the state is doing 
well.

“Financially, we’re 
in good shape,” Ward 
said. “There was a big 
concern about losing 
funds. We did some 
cuts, but they were out of surpluses. 
Any time we have a surplus, that goes 
into the rainy day fund, which builds up 
over time. That helps build our state.”

Republican Del. Phil Mallow, too, had 
good things to say about the session, 
and he believes that the House and 
State Senate passed several bills that 
will allow for increased business oppor-
tunities in the Mountain State.

“There were a lot of bills that were 
passed ... that make it better and easier 
for businesses in West Virginia,” Mal-
low said. “A lot of it had to do with li-
censing and old, outdated regulations 
and rules that makes us more compet-
itive with other states. ... There was a 
lot accomplished.”

Mallow added that he’s happy that 
he and his fellow Marion County repre-
sentatives helped stopped the closure of 
the John Manchin Sr. Health Center in 
Fairmont. He also spoke about a pend-
ing coal minig bill that he hopes to see 
approved.

“We want to at least maintain the 
coal-fired power plants that we current-
ly have, which would keep some of our 
coal miners working and try to keep 
at least a 30-, 60- or 90-day supply of 
coal on the ground just in case,” Mal-
low said.
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