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STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — Online spec-
tators were able to watch more 
than 250 Garrett County stu-
dents receive their diplomas Sat-
urday as virtual graduations for 
both county high schools were 
made available via social media.

The graduations were com-
piled and produced from hun-
dreds of sessions in which stu-
dents received their diplomas 
individually. Zachary Trautwein 
volunteered his time to prepare 
the ceremonies. Recording took 
place at the CARC at Garrett Col-
lege over several weeks.

Each can be viewed on the Gar-
rett County Public Schools Face-
book page.

Diplomas were handed out by 
Superintendent Barbara Bak-
er, who offered elbow bumps to 

graduates instead of handshakes.
Northern’s valedictorian is 

Lauren Jacobs, and the salutato-

rian is Lauren Lowery. Each pre-
sented a speech.

The top 5 percent of the class also 

includes Jared Bittinger, Garrett 
Emory, Caitlyn Gilpin, EllaRose 
Warnick and Mackenzie Weimer.

Jacobs gave her speech with 
a musical and video accompani-
ment.

“Despite these unfortunate 
circumstances, we, the Class 
of 2020, have never been more 
ready to show the world what we 
are capable of,” she said. “We will 
not let this event define us. The 
world is going to remember us for 
our accomplishments, not this.”

Southern’s valedictorian is 
Katherine Catulle, and the salu-
tatorian is Zachary Rohrbaugh.

In addition, the top 5 percent of 
the class includes Holly Buckley, 
Tia DeGiovanni, Samuel Ken-
nedy, William Meagher, Daniel 
Nickel and Madison Prudnick.

The SGHS Class of 2020 Dan-
forth recipients are Holly Buck-
ley and Daniel Nickel.

County’s high school graduations presented virtually
In-person ceremony 
still dependent upon 
recovery timeline
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In this image taken from video, Northern Garrett High School Principal Jim Maddy introduces the guests 
on the stage during the ceremony.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — With this 
year’s General Assembly 
session cut short, Garrett 
County’s state representa-
tives aren’t sure what to 
expect — or when — the 
lawmakers return to An-
napolis.

“We couldn’t imagine a 
year ago when the econo-
my was booming and ev-
erything was going along, 
we went into this session 
with great numbers, and 
actually going into this ses-
sion, everybody was think-
ing, ‘Wow, things are great. 
We can pass a lot of bills,’” 
Del. Wendell Beitzel said 
Tuesday at the Garrett 
Chamber of Commerce 
Business Before Hours vir-
tual event.

“And now, just over-
night, the little thing we 
can’t even see turned the 
economy upside down,” he 
said.

The assembly’s regu-
lar session was slated to 
end April 6, but was cut 
short in mid-March when 

COVID-19 concerns began 
to rise rapidly.

There were 1,081 Senate 
bills and 1,664 House bills 
introduced this year, and 
between 600 and 700 were 
passed during the short-
ened session.

“With nobody in the Leg-
islature, and they’ll nev-
er convince me that they 
know every one of these 

bills in-and-out,” state Sen. 
George Edwards said.

Beitzel said lawmakers 
were “locked down” a cou-
ple of weeks before the ses-
sion ended, making it hard-
er to navigate through the 
process — especially as 
staff members weren’t al-
lowed to be present.

Photo by Sharon Baum

Friday’s heavy downpours produced a stunning rainbow, captured here in Deer 
Park by Sharon Baum.

Into each life, a rainbow must fall

Lawmakers reflect 

on shortened session
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In this image taken from video, Del. Wendell Beitzel 
speaks during the Garrett County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Business Before Hours on Tuesday.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan in the past week 
has announced the distribu-
tion of more than 50 million 
units of personal protective 
equipment, expansion of 
education and broadband 
funding, and limited nurs-
ing home visits.

The efforts come in the 
midst of Maryland’s total 
COVID-19 case count sur-
passing 65,000 on Tuesday, 
with the death toll expect-
ed to reach 3,000 this week.

Garrett County retains 
the distinction of having the 
lowest cumulative number 
of cases in the state at 10 — 
a miniscule figure compared 
to D.C.-area counties that 
have had more than 10,000.

By county, Maryland’s 
confirmed cases are Prince 
George’s, 18,151; Mont-
gomery, 14,283; Baltimore, 

7,652; Baltimore City, 
7,210; Anne Arundel, 4,956; 
Howard, 2,436; Frederick, 
2,425; Charles, 1,341; Car-
roll, 1,082; Harford, 1,072; 
Wicomico, 1,053; Washing-
ton, 634; St. Mary’s, 606; 
Cecil, 464; Calvert, 402; 

Caroline, 297; Worcester, 
278; Queen Anne’s, 213; 
Kent, 195; Allegany, 194; 
Dorchester, 183; Talbot, 
116; Somerset, 84; and Gar-
rett, 10.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The 2020 
Autumn Glory Royalty 
Court has been selected for 
the 53rd annual Autumn 
Glory Festival.

This year’s king is Jarrett 
Miller, and the queen is Ol-
ivia Warne.

Miller is the student mem-
ber of the Garrett Coun-
ty Board of Education and 
is involved with all levels 
of student government. An 
Eagle Scout from Boy Scout 
Troop 22, Miller is a mem-
ber of SGHS Mock Tri-
al, Matheletes, and Model 
United Nations teams. Jar-
rett is the editor-in-chief of 
the G-FORCE robotics team 
and is an active member of 
the Deer Park United Meth-
odist Church.

Warne is active in both 
high school and the commu-
nity. She is on the Southern 
Garrett girls varsity soccer 

team, on the girls track team, 
and enjoys skiing and biking 
in her spare time. She is a 
member of National Honor 
Society and a lead STEM ed-
ucator for the FIRST Robot-
ics Competition Team 1629 
— GaCo. She is a yearly 

volunteer with many out-
side events that include 
Camp Caring, Garrett Coun-
ty Board of Education Lego 
tech camps, and works at 
High Mountain Sports.

Annual Autumn Glory Festival 
king and queen announced
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This year’s Autumn Glory Festival king and queen will be 
Jarrett Miller and Olivia Warne.

Hogan touts recovery process 
as COVID cases top 65,000

Office of the governor

Gov. Larry Hogan says more than 50 million units of 
personal protective equipment have been distributed in 
Maryland.

See GLORY, A6

See SESSION, A6

See CASES, A6

See GRADS, A6

http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C1&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C6&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C5&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C1&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D5&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=e6910255-5e8b-518c-8e2a-81c9b0f03e02

