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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Near-
ly 500 students are signed 
up for the first session of 
summer school in Preston 
County.

The first session began 
Monday and continues 
through July 1. The sec-
ond session will run July 
12 through Aug. 5. School 
will be in session Monday 
through Thursday. Buses 
will pick students up in the 
morning and return them 
home in the afternoon. 
Sessions are being held at 
every county school.

Michelle Berry, direc-
tor of elementary curric-
ulum for Preston County 
Schools, said the 475 stu-
dents in this session come 
from all grades, although 
there seem to be a few more 
elementary-age  students.

“We could probably take 
more at some sites” during 
this first term, Berry said. 
“Some of our sites are full 
just because of the number 

of staff. But we can make 
arrangements. We have 
some students who aren’t 
attending at their home 
school because babysitting 
made it easier to go to dif-
ferent schools. We’re just 
trying to work with fami-
lies to make it as easy as 
possible.”

In the morning, from 

8:30 a.m. until noon, stu-
dents will do academically 
focused work. After lunch, 
which will be served at 
the school, activities with 
more of a hands-on focus 
are planned. Students can 
be enrolled for only half a 
day if they wish.

Nearly 500 students are 
headed to summer school
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Buses will pick students up for summer school and bring 
them back home in the afternoon.
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KINGWOOD — The 
number of EMS calls in 
Preston County has ris-
en, even as the number of 
ambulance services falls 
and the remaining services 
fight to keep personnel and 
funding.

Figures from Preston 
911 show Preston County 
handled 3,161 EMS calls 
in 2019 and 3,279 in 2020. 
Through the first quar-
ter of this year, 1,373 EMS 
calls have been handled.

Chris Hall, executive di-
rector of the West Virginia 
EMS Coalition, said in the 
last decade that more than 
70 ambulance services have 
closed across West Virginia.

“Squads are continu-
ing to struggle,” Hall said 
Monday. “I think that the 
biggest challenge out there, 
particularly in West Virgin-
ia, is just the cost of main-
taining service on standby.”

Unlike most businesses, 
ambulance services must be 
ready to respond 24/7, with 
no idea whether the service 
will be called upon or how 
many times it will be called.

“We just don’t have any 
base funding for emergen-
cy ambulance services from 
our governments in most 
cases,” Hall said. “And it 
particularly impacts the ru-
ral areas that have the low-
est patient volumes.”

State law says county 
commissions must make 
EMS available. Counties 
can implement a fee; Pres-
ton has not. Some counties 
have that fee, Hall said, but 
it’s not enough to cover the 
entire cost.

Two Preston County 
ambulance services, Val-
ley and Mountaineer, have 
shuttered their doors in 
the last seven years, leav-
ing six others: Bruceton, 
KAMP, Rowlesburg, Terra 
Alta, Tunnelton and Union 
(Aurora). And, as was not-
ed during a recent Pres-
ton County Ambulance As-
sociation meeting, some of 
those services are in jeopar-
dy because of a shortage of 
personnel.

EMS by the numbers
The primary EMS re-

sponder in Preston Coun-
ty is KAMP Ambulance. 
In addition to its base in 
Kingwood, KAMP has es-
tablished stations at Reeds-
ville and Newburg, enter-
ing into agreements with 
the county commission to 
serve those parts of the 
county formerly served by 
Valley and Mountaineer.

The 911 report shows 
KAMP responded to 879 
calls January through 
March 2021. In 2020, the 
total was 3,155, or 95.84% 
of those to which it was dis-
patched. The 2019 total of 
calls responded to is simi-
lar, at 3,157, and 98.04%.

Terra Alta Ambulance 

also has a high response 
rate, responding to 193 
calls, or 85.02% of those 
it was dispatched to in the 
first quarter of 2021. In 
2020, Terra Alta respond-
ed to 604 calls, or 76.55%, 
and in 2019, it responded to 
88.23% of calls, or 772.

Not all services were able 
to take as many calls, and 
are at risk because of lack of 
personnel, ambulance ser-
vice members said at the 
meeting.

Tunnelton Ambulance, 
for example, did not re-
spond to any calls in Jan-
uary through March. In 
2020, Tunnelton responded 
to 13 calls, or 5.3%. In 2019, 
the service responded to 35 
calls, or 15.22% of those to 
which it was dispatched.

The report shows Rowles-
burg Ambulance has re-
sponded to seven calls in 
the first quarter of 2021, 
only 26.92% of those it was 
dispatched to by 911. In 
2020, Rowlesburg’s num-
bers were better, with 162 
calls responded to, 84.82%. 
In 2019, Rowlesburg re-
sponded to 85 calls, or 
61.59%.

Ambulance squads’ 
troubles mirror state’s
Funding and 
personnel 
are needed
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KAMP handles more EMS calls in Preston County than 
any other ambulance squad.

See EMS, A3
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KINGWOOD — Local, 
county and state officials 
will all weigh in this week 
on how well Preston Coun-
ty is doing.

The Preston County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
State of the County ad-
dress will take place at 
6 p.m. Thursday in the 
Kingwood Volunteer Fire 
Department Community 
Building on Brown Ave-
nue.

State of the County address is 
Thursday at Kingwood VFD
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Preston County Schools Superintendent Stephen Wotring, 
center, speaks with Jeanne Walsh, and Tim Wotring, owner 
of Prodigi, before the State of the County address in 2019.See ADDRESS, A3
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CHARLESTON — The 
West Virginia Legislature 
was asked to consider $150 
million in new funding to 
address secondary roads 
throughout the state Mon-
day.

Gov. Jim Justice an-
nounced the new funding 
on June 4 pending the ap-
proval of the Legislature.

“There are over 400 of 
these projects planned, 
and projects in every coun-
ty,” Secretary of Transpor-
tation Byrd White said in 
a press release. “Many of 
the projects are slips and 
slides, embankment re-
pairs, and small bridge re-
pairs or replacement.”

Preston County would 

be receiving $4.6 million 
in road work from the 
funding. According to the 
project list released, 20 
Preston County projects 
include the remainder of 
the Aurora Pike from Ter-
ra Alta to Fox Road, U.S. 
50, Campground Road, 

Stoney 
Run Road 
and Irish 
Ridge 
Road.

Com-
missioner 
Saman-
tha Stone 
said she 
was hap-
py to 

hear about the approved 
projects, especially Auro-
ra Pike.

“The Aurora Pike paving 

was to be completed over 
the next four to five years,” 
Stone said. “It is to be milled 
down and resurfaced before 
paving.”

Sen. 
Randy 
Smith, 
R-Tuck-
er, said 
the Auro-
ra Pike is 
by far the 
one coun-
ty road he 
has been 
receiving the most com-
plaints about lately.

With all the projects, 
Stone said the Division 
of Highways is moving in 
the correct direction in the 
county and the state.

“I believe it is a good step 
in the right direction,” 

Stone said. “As things fall 
into place, we are hoping 
more things will happen.”

Despite having $4.6 mil-
lion coming into the coun-
ty for roads, Stone said the 
county could use four to 
five times that amount to 
bring county roads back to 
where they should be.

“I wish he (Justice) 
didn’t wait until June to 
announce the projects,” 
Smith said. “We lost two 
months we could have 
been working on them.”

Stone also said they still 
need to pressure and ask 
questions of the DOH, but 
she is concerned about 
what the contractors could 
actually do by the end of 
the construction season.

Preston slated for $4.6 million in road projects
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U.S. 50, also known as the George Washington Highway, 
is one of 20 projects listed on the DOH to receive part of 
the $4.6 million for road work coming into Preston Coun-
ty, if approved by the Legislature.

Stone

Smith

See ROAD, A3


