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Oakland native’s World 
War II flight may have 
inspired a song.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Southern tops Mountain 
Ridge, 62-52.
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SPORTS

North Garrett FFA 
members attend national 
convention.
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DEATHS

BARR, Naomi L., 89, 
Grantsville.

COGLEY, Norma P., 84, 
Oakland.

CUSTER, Hubert G., 92, 
Oakland.

HEBB, Jack J. Sr., Oak-
land, service.

MAYNARD, Gerard J., 
92, Winchester, Va., former-
ly of Oakland.

McCULLOUGH, Kath-
leen W., 61, Oakland.

MILLER, John L., 83, 
Grantsville.

SPIKER, Thomas M. Jr., 
71, Gormania, W.Va.

WARTHER, Frederick 
C., 90, Swanton.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Board of 
Garrett County Commission-
ers Chairman Paul Edwards 
provided an economic devel-
opment overview during the 
commissioners’ county update 
report Monday afternoon.

Nearly 50 local residents at-
tended the standing-room-on-
ly event at the courthouse.

“Economic development 
seems to be in the forefront of 
everybody’s mind here,” Ed-
wards said.

He reported that much of 
what the county is doing in 
this category pertains to infra-
structure. The commissioner 
provided a list of current and 

upcoming “big” projects, in-
cluding those at the Keyser’s 
Ridge Business Park. Edwards 
indicated progress at the site 
has been stalled for at least a 
decade.

“I will say we’ve had a lot of 

interest in Keyser’s Ridge Busi-
ness Park,” he said. “A big part 
of the reason why we haven’t 
been able to move it forward 
is the lack of infrastructure.”

He said a company might 
want to build there, but there’s 

no water or sewer yet.
“So what we’ve been doing 

for the last several years is 
working with our federal and 
state partners to be able to get 
that infrastructure in place,” 
Edwards. “The water storage 

tank is out for bid right now.”
He said the commissioners 

hope to have the park com-
pletely serviced with water by 
the end of this year. A waste-
water treatment plant is also 
expected to be completed in 
2020.

Edwards also reported that 
a tenant is set to occupy a por-
tion of the McHenry Business 
Park shell building. Construc-
tion of the Maryland Economic 
Development Corp. structure 
is expected to be completed by 
mid-March.

“That will be a big addi-
tion, and it will help our lo-
cal cheese-making company 
grow,” the commissioner said.

Edwards: Economic development requires work

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

Commissioner Paul Edwards, left, emphasizes a point during his update on economic devel-
opment Monday afternoon. Also shown are Commissioners Jim Hinebaugh, center, and Larry 
Tichnell.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Garrett Re-
gional Medical Center wel-
comed baby boy Jonah as the 
first baby of 2020.

Jonah was born to mother 
Carol James-Hauger and fa-
ther Josh Hauger at 11:52 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 1.

Delivered by Dr. Sotiere 
Savopoulos of Cornerstone 
Family Medicine, Jonah 
weighed 7 pounds, 2 ounces, 
and measured 19.75 inches 
long. He joins two sisters, 
Calindra and Adelayde. The 
family resides in Preston 
County.

“Jonah joining us makes 
this new year extra special 
for my family and me,” said 
Carol James-Hauger. “I’d like 
to give a special thank you to 
GRMC and its staff, who were 
extremely kind and patient. I 
would also love to thank the 
many donors for the gifts cel-
ebrating this new chapter and 
special occasion for us.”

The nurses and staff of 
GRMC’s maternity suite cel-
ebrates the tradition of wel-
coming the first baby each 
year by preparing handmade 
items and collecting donations 
for the new year’s baby.

The team presented a gift 

basket to the family that in-
cluded items from the Book 
Mark’et, Broken Road Asso-
ciates, Browning’s Shop N’ 
Save, Deep Creek Cinema 8, 
Deep Creek Pharmacy, Den-
ny’s Restaurant, Green Acres, 

Gregg’s Pharmacy, Madalyn 
Hoffeditz, Mindy Bernard 
Photography, Simon Pearce, 
Trish Shoemaker, Uno’s 
Restaurant, Zion Methodist 
Church and the Loar Gift 
Shop.

GRMC welcomes first baby of 2020

Submitted photo

Pictured with baby Jonah, who was born Jan. 1 at Garrett 
Regional Medical Center, are mother Carol James-Hauger and 
father Josh Hauger.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Appalachian 
Crossroads has closed its mail-
room operations after nearly 
25 years of operation.

The mailroom was opened in 
1995 as a social enterprise to 
create work for persons with 
disabilities, including those 
with more significant disabil-
ities.

According to Scott Holling-
sworth, Appalachian Cross-
roads executive director, 
a   market analysis in 1994 
suggested a niche in Garrett 
County to process mail, man-
age mailing databases, stuff 
envelopes, sort by ZIP code, af-
fix labels, electronically match 
addresses to a national data-
base and save postage costs for 
customers.

“During the heyday of the 
mailroom services, over 1.5 
million pieces of mail were 
processed each year for a cus-
tomer base of 45 companies in 
Garrett, Preston and Tucker 
counties,” Hollingsworth said.

The customer base included a 
broad spectrum of the business 
community and ranged from 
banks, retail and hardware 
stores, recreational industry, real 
estate markets, local non-profits, 
chambers of commerce, politi-
cians and many more.

“The partnership between 
the business community and 
the mailroom was a true win-

win for all,” Hollingsworth 
said.

The workforce worked an 
average of four hours per day, 
five days per week standing 
at ZIP sorting bins, seated at 
tables or in front of computer 
screens.

Hollingsworth noted that 
the atmosphere was “serious 
and productive but also friend-
ly, supportive and fun.”

The jobs were customized 
to accommodate breaks for 
personal care, attention span 
limits, or time to process em-
ployment tasks for people who 
were high producers and those 
with lower production capabil-
ities.

Beginning around 2008, 
the market began to fade as 
the mailing industry changed 
from paper-based to comput-
er-based information distri-
bution systems.

Hollingsworth stated that 
in the past several years, the 
increases in minimum wage 
created wage pressures that 
bumped the decreased volume 
upward again.

“In tandem with these mar-
ket changes, the model for 
employment for persons with 
disabilities has also morphed 
from sheltered employment 
to community-based employ-
ment,” Hollingsworth said.

‘End of era’ noted 
for Appalachian 
Crossroads facility

Photo courtesy of Scott Hollingsworth

Former Appalachian Crossroads mailroom employee Krista 
Beiler completes her tasks.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

ACCIDENT — For life-long Ac-
cident resident Mary Bach, music 
is a gift that will always be with 
her.

She has played the piano and 
organ for much of her life, and at 
the age of 90, she continues to do 
so when she is able.

“You know what I have always 
told a lot of young people that I 
have mentored?” she said. “There 
are two things that can never be 
taken from you — to read the Bi-
ble and know God, and to have 
music. Once you know music, 
you’ve got it in you. The gift of 
God is music to me. Once you 
learn the music, you’ve got it. It’s 
in your heart;  it’s within you.”

She said she learned to play by 
ear at a young age. She always 
wanted a piano, but her family 
didn’t have the money. She re-
members putting thimbles on 
her fingers and pretending to 
play music on her mother’s sew-
ing machine.

Accident woman enjoys the 
gift of music for a lifetime

Photo courtesy of Janet Taylor

Mary Bach is passing on the love of music to her 
great-grandson, Blake Brown.
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