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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — 
COVID-19 cases continue to 
rise in Preston County with 
31 new confirmed cases be-
ing reported over the week-
end.

The Preston County 
Health Department reports 
302 confirmed cases with 71 
active cases. In the past two-
and-a-half weeks, the coun-
ty has seen 106 new cases.

“We are overwhelmed,” 
health department Ad-
ministrator V.J. Davis said. 
“Preston County continues 
to see a large increase in 
COVID cases. We would like 
to urge everyone to be con-
siderate of others and wear 
face coverings when around 
other people.”

The surge has increased 
drastically statewide, 
prompting Gov. Jim Jus-
tice to issue new orders Fri-
day — including the man-

datory wearing of masks 
in all buildings other than 
homes, even places of work 
where social distancing may 
be maintained.

The governor said that if 

customers refuse to wear 
the masks, they should be 
ordered to exit the store or 
face police intervention. He 
also said business owners 
must enforce the policy or 

be held responsible.
A check of six retail estab-

lishments in Kingwood, Ter-
ra Alta and Masontown on 
Sunday afternoon showed 
only one store in which all 

customers and employees 
were wearing masks.

Davis said the depart-
ment is seeing many of con-
tacts of the confirmed cases 
testing positive during their 
quarantines.

During the health depart-
ment’s Nov. 12 meeting, 
Davis said they thought the 
Myrtle Beach outbreak was 
bad.

“This is about three Myr-
tle Beaches,” Davis said.

In June, counties through-
out West Virginia began re-
porting cases linked to out-
of-state travel, particularly 
to Myrtle Beach, S.C. For-
ty-four confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Preston Coun-
ty were linked to beach trav-
el.

Davis said the department 
in addition to two full-time 
nurses on staff and two tem-
porary nurses, they are also 
receiving help from the two 
National Guard members.

“They have been with us 

for the past two weeks, and 
have been very helpful,” Da-
vis said.

The National Guard also 
conducted free communi-
ty testing throughout the 
county last week.

“As far as community 
testing, the way the process 
works is based on the coun-
ty color,” Davis said. “We are 
back in the yellow since Nov. 
9, and it hasn’t changed.”

The color of the county  
is based upon the lower of 
the infection rate or percent 
of positivity. As of Nov. 16, 
the infection rate is in the 
red at 31.19%, and the per-
cent of positivity is yellow at 
3.81. Since the state deter-
mines the color label based 
on whichever of the num-
bers is lower, the county re-
mains in the yellow.

Davis said the whole state 
is “blowing up” with con-
firmed cases of COVID-19.

Health department overwhelmed with new COVID-19 cases
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Members of the Preston County Health Department wear masks during their meeting 
while still practicing social distancing. Pictured are V.J. Davis, left, and Jim Fields.
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KINGWOOD — Not hav-
ing the personnel to cover 
all shifts is leaving the Pres-
ton County Sheriff’s De-
partment in a bind when it 
comes to vacation and com-
pensatory time.

The sheriff’s department 
would like to convert the 
vacation and comp time to 
sick days upon approval of 
the Preston County Com-
mission.

The commission ap-
proved a similar conver-
sion last year, but Commis-
sioner Don Smith believed 
it was not going to be a re-
curring request.

“Last year was supposed 
to be a one-time deal,” 
Smith said. “It seems to me 
that was part of the discus-
sion last year. It was a one-
time thing to get it under 
control.”

According to Capt. T.N. 

Tichnell, because the de-
partment does not have 
enough personnel to cover 
all 56 shifts with 15 people, 
deputies are taking extra 
shifts to cover the callen-
dar.

“If you are doing extra 
shifts, you can’t take the 

time off, so every year we 
are going to have this is-
sue,” Tichnell said.

The reason the sheriff’s 
department is asking for 
the conversion to sick time 
is because their year op-
erates on a calendar year. 
All other county calendars 

are based on the fiscal year 
from July to June.

“All of your employees 
lose their vacation if they 
don’t use it,” county Ad-
ministrator Kathy Mace 
said.

Sheriff’s department wants to 
convert unused time to sick days
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The Preston County Commission receives a request from the sheriff’s department to 
convert vacation and compensatory time to sick days.
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KINGWOOD — The 
process is working in 
Kingwood to get proper-
ties cleaned up, city offi-
cials say.

Mayor Jean Manuel 
Guillot thanked munici-
pal employees at a recent 
meeting for their part in 
getting the town cleaned 
up.

A piece of property on 
Sisler Street was cleaned 
up after being given no-
tice by the city.

A few months ago, King-
wood began a new way to 
track violations that in-
cludes the initial notifica-
tion the property was in 
violation, followed by a po-
lice officer checking to see 
whether the property was 
cleaned up and, if need be, 
issue a citation.

The citation holder then 
appears in municipal court 
for a hearing. At a recent 
municipal court session, 
30 residents were set to 
appear.

While most of the resi-
dents are obeying the ordi-
nance by cleaning up their 
property, there are trouble 
spots frequently discussed 

by the council.
One is the apartment 

building on Morgan Street 
along with the home that 
was auctioned along with 
it.

“The buyer of the dilap-
idated apartment build-
ing and home on Morgan 
Street has refused to take 
possession of it,” Guillot 
said. He said at the previ-
ous meeting both sides had 
retained attorneys.

“The people who pur-
chased it are reneging on 
the deal,” Guillot had said. 
“They hired an attorney 
because the renters at the 
house will not move out.”

“The owner of the auc-
tion hired an attorney be-
cause it was sold as-is,” 
Guillot had said.

The owner of the apart-
ments had an eviction no-
tice, and the renters were 
supposed to move out. 
Since this meeting, the 
renters of the home did 
move out and the building 
has been boarded up.

Kingwood City Coun-
cil has decided to have the 
condemnation committee 
look at four structures for 
demolition.

Kingwood’s process 
to track property 
violations working
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The Morgan Street apartment building that was auctioned 
July 21 is now at the center of possible litigation.

by Charles Young

WV NEWS

CHARLESTON — West 
Virginia voters chose to re-
elect Republican Gov. Jim 
Justice on Nov. 3, four years 
after he was originally elect-
ed as a Democrat.

Justice, who declared his 
switch to the GOP during an 
August 2017 event featuring 
President Donald Trump, 
secured more than 65% of 
the vote to commandingly 
defeat Democratic challeng-
er Ben Salango.

The governor largely 
chose to forgo traditional 
campaigning in the lead-up 
to the election and instead 
communicated with resi-
dents three times a week 

during his briefings on the 
state’s response to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The governor’s win was 
part of West Virginia’s con-

tinued shift toward Repub-
lican leadership, with GOP 
candidates winning up and 
down the ballot on election 
night.

In addition to wide-
spread support for Presi-
dent Trump and the state’s 
incumbent Republican con-
gressional representatives, 
voters chose to elect Re-
publicans to every constitu-
tional officer position on the 
ballot and largely favored 
Republican lawmakers for 
both chambers of the West 
Virginia Legislature.

Republicans picked up 
three seats in the state Sen-
ate, bringing their majority 
to 23-11. In the House of Del-
egates, Republicans collect-
ed 18 seats to expand their 
control over the chamber to 
a 76-member supermajority.

Justice aims to eliminate income tax, strengthen 
state’s development efforts during his new term
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Harrison County Commissioner David Hinkle, left, intro-
duces Gov. Jim Justice during a recent event at North 
Central West Virginia Airport.
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