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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Pres-
ton County commissioners 
will hold a work session 
Tuesday on the proposed 
countywide dilapidated 
building ordinance.

The work session will 
take place after the com-
mission’s regular 9 a.m. 
meeting in the meeting 
room behind the court-
house annex. Also on the 
work session agenda is 
EMS.

The Preston County 
Clean-Up Committee, on 
which Commissioner Dave 
Price sits, worked two years 
on the ordinance, which is 
intended to address dilap-
idated buildings that may 
pose a danger to public 
health. On May 4, Interim 
Committee Chairwoman 
Amanda Pitzer presented 

the ordinance to the com-
mission and asked it be ad-
opted.

But at the May 11 meet-
ing, commissioners did 
not have the planned first 
reading of the ordinance. 
Commissioner Samantha 
Stone said she had heard 
comments from farmers, 
who were concerned the 
law would be used against 
them.

Commissioners subse-
quently found an ordi-
nance from Raleigh Coun-
ty and discussed adding 
portions of it to the pro-
posed Preston County or-
dinance. Members of the 
Clean-Up Committee sent 
their comments to the 
county by June 15, as re-
quested by the commis-
sion, on suggested changes 
to the ordinance made by 
Assistant Prosecutor Aar-
on Yoho and their thoughts 

on the Raleigh County or-
dinance.

On June 29, County Ad-
ministrator Kathy Mace 
asked commissioners what 
they wanted added to or 
taken from the ordinance, 
and there was talk of a first 

reading of the ordinance 
at this week’s meeting. In-
stead, the work session was 
announced.

Price also asked commis-
sioners to look at a simi-
lar ordinance from Mercer 
County, as well.

“I think that where we 
are now, there’s a desire to 
take parts of each one, so 
we want to make sure what 
parts you want in,” Mace 
said Tuesday. “And then, 
of course, we will want to 
make sure that we get that 
to the attorneys just to 
make sure that all fits.”

Stone said HB 2823, 
passed by the state Legis-
lature this year, exempts 
buildings or structures 
used primarily for agricul-
ture from the state build-
ing code, the state fire code 
“and any county or munic-
ipal building code or or-
dinance that is or may be 
adopted, such as the ICC 
International Property 
Maintenance Code.”

The section of state law 
amended by the bill, §15A-
11-3, defines “agricultur-
al purposes” as “the rais-
ing, cultivation, drying, 

harvesting, marketing, 
production or storage of 
agricultural products, in-
cluding both crops and live-
stock, for sale or use in ag-
riculture or agricultural 
production, or the storage 
of machinery or equipment 
used in support of agricul-
tural production.”

Mace said the county 
may want to incorporate 
that into its ordinance.

“That would certainly 
bring some clarity,” Mace 
said.

“I just think it’s super 
important that each of us 
actively dig into this bill 
and different things, be-
cause that is really taking 
the pressure off our shoul-
ders. If it’s already into law, 
what has to be done, that 
makes our part a little eas-
ier,” Stone said.

Commission to hold work session on building ordinance
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County commissioners will hold a work session next week 
to hammer out the dilapidated building ordinance. From 
left are Samantha Stone, Don Smith and Dave Price.
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KINGWOOD — King-
wood Council accepted a 
bid this week for the dem-
olition of a house the city 
has condemned.

Five bids were received for 
the demolition of a house at 
114 1/2 Chestnut St., with 
Council accepting a bid of 
$8,988 from Reclaim Com-
pany LLC of Fairmont.

Other bidders were Good-
win Construction of King-
wood, $35,000; Browns 
Mill Excavating of Reeds-
ville, $24,450; Anderson 
Excavating of Morgan-
town, $22,999; and Lauri-
ta Excavating of Morgan-
town, $22,500.

Kingwood has been work-
ing for months to condemn 
the house, one of sever-
al properties it has sought 
to have repaired or razed. 
Council has already spent 
$935 for asbestos abate-
ment in the house and re-
ceived a $5,000 Litter Con-
trol Grant to help with the 
demolition.

Last week, the Condem-
nation Committee voted to 

send letters to the owners 
of four other properties, 
notifying them the city 
considers the properties a 
possible public health or 
safety issue.

Mayor Jean Guillot said 
the question came up at the 
committee meeting wheth-
er condemnation can con-
tinue if the property owner 
has an active building per-
mit on the structure, even 
if he or she has not done 
any work.

Building permits are 
good for six months.

“What’s the authority 
saying we can’t condemn 
because there’s a building 
permit?” Councilman Josh 
Fields asked. “If we have 
the authority to issue a 
building permit, we should 
have the authority to re-
voke a building permit, es-
pecially if the building’s in 
pretty much disrepair.”

Kingwood Council OKs  
bid to demolish house
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Kingwood Recorder Bill Robertson (left) and Mayor Jean 
Guillot discuss building permits.
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REEDSVILLE — At its 
meeting Monday, Reeds-
ville Town Council dis-
cussed how to spend feder-
al stimulus money.

Reedsville is expected 
to receive about $250,000 
in American Rescue Plan 
funds. The money must be 
obligated by Dec. 31, 2024, 
and spent by Dec. 31, 2026. 
The funds can only be used 
for certain things, such as 
sewer and water utilities.

Mayor Jason Titus said 
some towns have asked 
whether they can buy 
equipment with the mon-
ey, so that town workers 
would have the tools to do 
work now and in the future. 
Titus said he has asked for 
clarification on what can be 
bought with the money.

“All the money that is 
spent is prevailing wage, 
so if you had a contractor 
coming in, you have to pay 
[federal] prevailing wage,” 
the mayor said, so while 
“$250,000 is a lot of mon-
ey, it’s a drop in the bucket 
if you have to pay prevail-
ing wage.”

Councilman Scott Spiker 

said that amount wouldn’t 
do much paving or side-
walks at prevailing wage. 
Titus said the city of King-
wood told him it paid 
$41,000 to $91,000 per 
street recently for paving.

“We certainly have some 
streets that need patched 
or repaired in town, and 
that’s something that this 
council could look at do-
ing with using some of the 
money that we have, along 
with this, depending on 

how it can be spent,” Ti-
tus said.

In other business:
— Council will meet an 

applicant for town record-
er at its next meeting. Only 
one person has shown in-
terest in the position, 
which Sandy Kisner vacat-
ed when the new council 
took office July 1. The re-
corder does not vote and is 
appointed by council.

Reedsville considering how 
to spend stimulus money
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Reedsville Town Council is looking at park improvements, 
such as a water fountain.
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KINGWOOD — The 
Preston County Commis-
sion is facilitating a meet-
ing of all parties potentially 
involved in the proposal to 
bring public water to resi-
dents south of U.S. 50 in the 
Marquess area.

Monica Wolfe and two 
other south Preston resi-
dents came to the commis-
sion Tuesday, following up 
on a May appearance, to re-
new their plea for water in 
the area.

Wolfe noted she and her 
neighbors earlier suggested 
two things: Hiring area res-

ident Randy Tichnell as a 
facilitator and looking into 
creating a new public ser-
vice district, thereby pass-
ing the town of Newburg 
as the project head. Added 
to that Tuesday, she asked 
how much money the state 
has for affordable water 
and sewer and how much of 
that will be allotted for Mar-
quess.

“Today, we are meeting 
again with Preston County 
commissioners for answers 
to previously unanswered 
questions and hopefully get 
positive feedback to take 
back to the residents south 
of Route 50 still waiting on 
affordable, public water,” 

Wolfe said.
She gave commissioners 

a timeline of water projects 
in Marquess and surround-
ing area that began with a 
meeting held in the 1980s at 
Fellowsville School.

The list includes March 
2002, when Scotch Hill re-
ceived water through an ex-
tension by Newburg Water; 
April 2009, when Newburg 
finished connecting a wa-
ter line from Taylor Coun-
ty to Evansville; Indepen-
dence residents meeting in 
2008 with Newburg to re-
quest water — a project 
now in construction; and 
in July 2011, when Fellows-
ville, W.Va. 92 south to the 

Mountaineer Clinic, Yorks 
Run Road, Herm Criss 
Road and 92 south of New-
burg received water.

The timeline also in-
cludes meetings in 2012, 
2015 and 2016 between res-
idents and various groups 
in an attempt to kickstart 
the project.

County Administrator 
Kathy Mace suggested a 
meeting between the resi-
dents, Newburg Water, Re-
gion VI Planning and De-
velopment and the State 
Public Service Commission. 
Commissioner Samantha 
Stone suggested inviting 
Preston County Econom-
ic Development Authority 

Director Robbie Baylor, as 
well.

“I hope that this brings 
some resolution,” Mace 
said. “What we really need 
to do is sit down and discuss 
the possibilities. I think we 
need help.”

In answer to the ques-
tion about creating a new 
public service commission, 
Mace said county commis-
sions can propose a new 
public service district if a 
need is determined. “How-
ever, the stress is to enlarge 
or merge,” she said, so more 
information is needed from 
a legal standpoint.

County Commission proposes meeting on Marquess water needs
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Monica Wolfe asked the 
Preston County Commis-
sion for answers about the 
Marquess water project.
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