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SPECIAL: Northern & Southern Garrett Class of 2021 Graduation Section

Staff photos by Joseph Hauger

Seniors from Northern and Southern Garrett high schools celebrated their graduations Saturday, reaching a 
milestone marked by more than a year of COVID-19. In the left photo are Southern graduates Marlysse Calling 
and Ashley Casey. On the right, Connor Frantz celebrates receiving his diploma at Northern’s commencement. 
Coverage of graduation and awards are inside today’s edition.

Graduation cheer

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett County 
has an $87.6 million budget in 
place for the 2021-22 fiscal year 
as officials contend with a post-
COVID economy.

With little comment, the coun-
ty commissioners unanimous-
ly adopted resolutions for next 
year’s budget and tax rates.

A month ago, commission-
ers Paul Edwards, James Hine-
baugh and Larry Tichnell held 
a meeting at Garrett College to 
outline their spending and in-
come plans, and to solicit pub-
lic input.

Since then, Edwards said Mon-
day, no additional comments on 

the budget or tax rate have been 
received.

The budget includes a 2% pay 
increase for county employees, 
and a reduction of seven full-time 
positions through attrition.

The budget will be $5 million 
more than the current year’s, Fi-
nance Director Scott Weeks has 
said. The county is moving the 
budget back to pre-COVID levels 
with an expected $2.6 million in 

new revenue.
For the 2021-22 year, the coun-

ty will maintain the property rate 
of $1.056 per $100 of assessed 
property value.

In other business:
— A discussion was held con-

cerning diversity and inclusion 
in Garrett County.

“We’ve been approached by 
some concerned citizens, some 
of which have formed a group 
to discuss this and look at it and 
provide some feedback and rec-
ommendations to the county,” 
Edwards said. “Some other peo-
ple have come forward and ex-
pressed thoughts about this over 
the past year or so, as well.”

Some of those thoughts includ-
ed whether to form a committee 

to look into the topic; what can 
be done to assist the community, 
visitors and residents on issues of 
diversity and inclusion; messag-
ing and advertisements, etc., ac-
cording to Edwards.

“The next step in this, I think, 
for the commission is to open this 
up to a broader context, and ask 
folks out there who we haven’t 
heard from that may be interest-
ed in sharing some thoughts and 
commentary … in the realm of di-
versity and inclusion.”

Those who have opinions to 
share with the commissioners 
may do so by sending email to 
gccomments@garrettcounty.
org over the next two weeks.

County commissioners adopt $87.6 million budget

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Garrett County commissioners, from left, Paul Edwards, James Hine-
baugh and Larry Tichnell attend Monday’s meeting in Oakland.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ANNAPOLIS — Half of 
Marylanders have been 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, a number be-
ing mirrored in Garrett 
County.

Gov. Larry Hogan on 
Wednesday announced 
two major COVID-19 mile-
stones for Maryland: the 
vaccination rate and for 
the first time, the state’s 
seven-day positivity rate 
has dropped below 1%.

Half of all Maryland-
ers are now fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, 
according to Centers for 
Disease Control & Pre-
vention data. The state 
has reached this mile-
stone faster than 42 oth-
er states, Hogan said.

On Monday, Garrett 
County Health Officer Bob 
Stephens told the coun-
ty commissioners that 
at least 39.6% of coun-
ty residents have been 

vaccinated. For those ages 
18 and up, that number 
increases 47.5%, and of 
those over the age of 65, 
73.3% have been vacci-
nated.

The COVID-19 vac-
cines have been “stun-
ningly effective” when 
compared to vaccines for 
other illnesses, he said. 
“They have done a great 
job, and that’s what’s led 
to our numbers going 
down so much, and you 
can see in much of the 
world, the numbers have 
not gone down.”

The state is reporting 
a record-low, seven-day 
positivity rate of 0.95% 
— down 84% since mid-
April. 

Last week, the state re-
ported a single-day posi-
tivity rate under 1% for 
the first time. 

Overall, 19 jurisdic-
tions are reporting a pos-
itivity rate under 2%.

Half of Maryland 
is fully vaccinated 

See BUDGET, A9

See VACCINATED, A9

by Callan Tansill-Suddath

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

ANNAPOLIS — Preliminary data 
from 2020 reveals a dramatic in-
crease in deaths linked with opioids 
in Maryland, particularly fentanyl; 
health officials blame the pandemic.

The number of unintentional in-
toxication overdoses — those in-
volving all drugs and alcohol — rose 
18.7% to 2,773 in 2020 from 2,379 in 
2019, according to data collected by 
the Maryland Department of Health.

In more than 90% of cases, opioids 
were detected in bodies postmor-
tem, the highest rate recorded in the 
state’s history of collecting this data.

While too early to formally deter-
mine the extent to which COVID-19 
has influenced this increase, experts 
agree the pandemic is likely to blame 
for the widespread increase in drug 
use.

Dr. Aaron Greenblatt, the med-
ical director of the University of 
Maryland Medical Center Addiction 
Treatment Programs, said he feels 
confident the pandemic has affected 
these statistics.

Pandemic-induced stress, he says, 
is likely a major factor in drug us-
ers’ relapses; but COVID-19 restrict-
ed treatment options, too.

“I think that access to treatment 
— particularly access to psychosocial 
treatments — was really significant-

ly impacted by COVID … we haven’t 
had groups,” Greenblatt said.

Outpatient addiction treatment 
programs are intense, and may typ-
ically require patients to visit an of-
fice or a clinic to get supervised ther-
apeutic medication dosing up to six 
days a week.

“Our spaces are not necessarily 
set up for physical distancing. So all 
of the adjunctive psychosocial inter-
ventions that are important in ad-
diction treatment have been harder 
for patients to access,” Greenblatt 
said.

This sentiment was echoed in a 

December press release by Dr. Rob-
ert Redfield, then the director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

“The disruption to daily life due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic has hit those 
with substance use disorder hard,” 
Redfield said.

In the same press release, the CDC 
issued a statement that said the 
number of drug-related intoxication 
deaths throughout the U.S. in 2020 
was the highest ever recorded during 
a 12-month period.

Opioid use, fentanyl deaths spike amid pandemic

See OPIOIDS, A9

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — After more 
than a year of watching each 
other’s tiny faces on phone 
and computer screens, 
members of the Oakland 
Town Council met in per-
son for Monday’s meeting.

With eight people sitting 
at the table, council mem-
bers passed an amendment 
to the water ordinance, 
continuing the discussion 
of how to keep the town in 
the loop when work is be-
ing done that could impact 
large portions of Oakland.

The council unanimous-
ly passed an amendment 
to the water ordinance to 
address work on the large 
tanks used to store water 
for firefighting at the larg-

er buildings in town. The 
amendment requires any-
one working on such tanks 
to notify the town in ad-
vance.

Work in March caused a 
valve to open on an unsu-
pervised tank, causing a 
sharp drop in water pres-
sure that spread through 
town.

Workers at the water de-
partment initially thought 
there was a massive leak 
somewhere. When the wa-
ter supervisor remembered 
seeing work being done on 
the tank earlier, officials 
went to the site and found 
a small river gushing from 
the valve. People working on 
the tank reportedly had gone 
to lunch.

Oakland Council returns 
to in-person meetings

See COUNCIL, A9

http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D10&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=deb1057a-a696-507d-ab87-d27982cb30bb

