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Kathryn Bowser celebrates 
100th birthday.
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Lady Rams sweep Lewis 
County Tourney.
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DEATHS

GANK, Dayton C., 71, 
Terra Alta, W.Va.

GLOTFELTY, Samuel 
R., 77, Aurora, W.Va.

GROVES, Doris M., 93, 
Loch Lynn Heights.

HOLLOBAUGH, Jo-
seph W., 66, Terra Alta, 
W.Va.

MENGES, John A., 56, 
Grantsville.

PERANDO, Wolford E. 
Sr., 78, Oakland.

SCHOONOVER, Carl 
W. Sr., 94, Parsons, W.Va.

SINES, Mae E., 88, Oak-
land.

STANTON, Linda G., 75, 
Oakland.

WATSON, Scott W., 48, 
Oakland.

WEILER, Paul W., 83, 
Deep Creek Lake.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The Board 
of Garrett County Commis-
sioners will present a county 
update report Monday imme-
diately following their public 
session at 4 p.m. in the public 
meeting room at the court-
house.

“This is an opportunity to 
hear about 
some of the 
good things 
happening 
in the county 
and some of 
the challeng-
es we will 
face in the 
future,” said 
C o m m i s -
sioner Paul Edwards, board 
chairman.

Commissioner Jim Hine-

baugh will 
address the 
e d u c a t i o n 
funding bill 
proposed by 
the Kirwan 
C o m m i s -
sion and the 
p o t e n t i a l 
significant 
impact this 
proposal could have on the 
taxpayers of Garrett County.

The Kirwan Commission, 
shortened from the Maryland 
Commission on Innovation 
and Excellence in Education 
committee, is the state-as-
sembled 26-member team 
to ensure Maryland Public 
Schools ‘meet the challenges 
of a changing global economy. 
To accomplish this, the group 
has worked nearly three years 
to review the state funding for-

mula and make policy recom-
mendations.

“The ‘Kirwan’ recommen-
dations appear to be positive 
adjustments to the structure 
of our public school system, 
but will come at a significant 
cost,” County Administrator 
Kevin Null said.

The recommendations in-
clude the following:

• Extend pre-kindergarten 
to 4-year-olds and certain 
3-year-olds.

• Increase teacher stan-
dards and salaries.

• Revamp high school cur-
riculum to prepare college and 
career-ready students.

• Provide increased sup-
port for special education and 
low-income students.

• Create accountability pro-
gram to ensure educational 
spending is appropriate.

“If the recommendations 
are approved by the state, this 
could mean an additional $1.25 
million of new required local 
funding for Garrett County 
Public Schools each year for 
the next 10 years, equating to 
an additional $12.5 million,” 
said Hinebaugh.

Also during Monday’s up-
date, Com-
m i s s i o n e r 
Larry Tich-
nell will 
review the 
infrastruc-
ture needs 
of the Gar-
rett County 
Board of Ed-
ucation and 
the possible financial impact 
of the proposed $50.6 million 
Strategic Facilities Commit-
tee Plan recently submitted 

to the board of education.
“The proposed plan is un-

sustainable and would require 
substantial property tax in-
creases,” Tichnell said. “The 
board of commissioners has 
already raised property taxes 
in fiscal year 2020 in hopes of 
maintaining this rate and bud-
get solvency for the next three 
to four years.”

Specific recommendations 
were presented by a board of 
education consultant. Those 
can be found at garrettcoun-
tyschools.org/resources/pub-
licinformation/pdf/SFC%20
Meet ing%20Documents /
GCPS -BOE-Mtg-Prelimi-
nary-FacilitiesRecommenda-
tions---09-03-19.pdf.

Funding recommendations 
were also made by the con-
sultant to accommodate the 
increased capital needs.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — The Garrett 
County Chamber of Com-
merce recently announced its 
2020 legislative agenda for 
the 441st Maryland General 
Assembly session, which con-
venes in Annapolis on Wednes-
day.

“As the voice of business, we 
will advocate for these prior-
ities, monitor legislative ac-
tivities of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and keep our 
members informed of issues 
that may impact them,” the 
chamber notes in its published 
agenda.

It focuses on such issues 
as business climate, tourism, 
economic and community de-
velopment, education, health-
care and infrastructure.

The agenda was adopted by 
the chamber’s elected board 
of directors, following much 
input from the Legislative Af-
fairs Committee.

“The chamber’s Legislative 
Affairs Committee spends sev-
eral months discussing what 
issues to include in the agen-
da and which ones to make 
our top priorities,” Chairman 
Steve Green said in a press 
release.

The cham-
ber’s top five 
p r i o r i t i e s 
this year are:

Part ic i -
pation in 
a s s o c i a -
tion health 
plans

“The Gar-
rett Coun-
ty Chamber supports small 
business participation in asso-
ciation health plans to lower 
costs of health insurance and 
requests that the legislature 
amend the Maryland Health-
care Access Act of 2018 to 
remove language prohibiting 
small businesses from includ-
ing their owners, employees 
and families as part of the 
larger pool of employees in an 
AHP,” the chamber notes in its 
agenda.

The issue was also a cham-
ber priority 
during the 
2019 Gener-
al Assembly.

“ T h e 
whole rea-
soning be-
hind an 
association 
health plan 
is it does low-
er the cost for those business-

es,” chamber President/CEO 
Nicole Christian said during 
a local prelegislative meeting 
last year. “It spreads out the 
risk over lots of employees, 
and it’s not limited to just that 
small business.”

According to the local cham-
ber, at least 12 states allow 
associations to offer AHPs: 
Georgia, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, 
Vermont, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin.

In addition, an estimated 
400,000 individuals who lack 
insurance will join an AHP by 
2023.

Unnecessary workplace 
regulation

“The General Assembly 
should oppose any new unnec-
essary business regulations 
that impede business growth 
and interfere with legitimate 
business operations,” the 
chamber’s agenda states.

The group wants to preserve 
employers’ abilities to manage 
their workers and create envi-
ronments to expand through 
fewer regulations, including 
the Family and Medical Leave 
Act and creation of an FMLA 
insurance fund.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County Department of Plan-
ning and Land Development 
Director Deborah Carpenter 
has accept-
ed a simi-
lar position 
in another 
county.

C h a r l e s 
County Ad-
ministrator 
Mark Belton 
announced 
on Dec. 19 
that Carpenter had been ap-
pointed director of the Depart-
ment of Planning and Growth 
Management, and would be-
gin employment Jan. 13.

“I look forward to continu-
ing the improvements within 
the county’s Department of 
Planning and Growth Man-
agement, and advancing the 
county commissioners’ goals 
and objectives — particularly 
in planning strategically for 
economic development and 
growth in the future,” Car-
penter said in Belton’s press 
release.

In her new position, Carpen-
ter will be responsible for plan-
ning, organizing and direct-
ing programs and functions 
relating to Charles County’s 
land use, development, public 
facility planning, property ac-
quisition and transportation. 
She will also oversee codes, 
permits and inspections.

“Ms. Carpenter has an 
impressive breadth of ex-
perience working in county 
government, specifically in 
planning,” Belton said. “She’s 
been a key leader in her field 
in both Garrett County and 
statewide. I look forward to 
her knowledge and insight as 
the newest member of our ex-
ecutive leadership team.”

Carpenter was named head 
of the Garrett County De-
partment of Planning and 
Land Management in January 
2014 following the retirement 
of longtime director John Nel-
son. Prior to that, Carpenter 
served as the department’s 
assistant director and was a 
geographic information ser-
vices specialist.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — The board of 
directors for Garrett Trails 
has announced that Josh 
Spiker will 
serve as the 
o r g a n i z a -
tion’s new 
e x e c u t i v e 
director.

“Josh has 
been a life-
long resi-
dent of Gar-
rett County 
and graduated from North-
ern High School and shares 
a love for the outdoors, which 
made him the perfect candi-
date,” said Mike Dreisbach, 
Garrett Trails president. 
“Garrett Trails and Garrett 
County are extremely lucky 
to have Josh take over the 
position and we are certain 
that he will continue to build 
on the positive that has made 

our organization a major suc-
cess in the tourism business 
for Garrett County.”

Spiker said he grew up in 
Sang Run.

“I was a typical Garrett 
County kid in the ‘80s and 
‘90s, snow skiing, water ski-
ing, hunting and fishing,” he 
said. “Conservation meant 
many things to many differ-
ent people around me, so as a 
kid, I absorbed those various 
perspectives while exploring 
and building my relationship 
with the natural world.”

He said he was able to ex-
plore a lot of the Youghiogh-
eny River from Sang Run to 
Friendsville on his own, “an 
incredibly rugged backcoun-
try that still lent itself to Sun-
day afternoon thru hikes with 
friends and family. Old rail-
road grades, former logging 
roads and game trails formed 
a pathway that I was able to 
walk in the spirit of the orig-
inal settlers of Friendsville 

and Sang Run.”
Prior to his selection, Spik-

er worked in numerous op-
erations management roles 
in residential construction, 
recreation hospitality and 
as a project consultant for 
security and technology con-
tracts at Camp Dawson in 
Kingwood, W.Va.

In 2010, Spiker worked for 
Garrett Trails as trail fore-
man, leading the first phase 
construction of trails in the 
Fork Run Recreational Area. 
The 9.5 miles of trails in Fork 
Run support hiking, moun-
tain biking, orienteering and 
rock climbing.

“Growing up on the rivers 
and trails in Garrett Coun-
ty, I learned firsthand how 
valuable our natural heri-
tage is, and appreciate how 
important it is to share those 
spaces and experiences with-
in our community, as well as 
with those that come to visit,” 
Spiker said.

In addition to his prior 
experience, Spiker recently 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental geoscience 
at West Virginia University.

While attending school he 
was treasurer of the Earth 
Sciences Honor Society, 
coach for the WVU ski club 
and a volunteer in the NICU 

at Ruby Memorial Hospital.
Since his spring gradua-

tion, he has been traveling 
throughout Utah, Arizona 
and Montana in an effort 
to apply real-world observa-
tions to the geoscientific prin-
ciples learned in school.
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