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City officials look back on successful year

Fairmont mayor says focus has been relationship building 

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT — As 2019 draws to a 
close, Fairmont officials, including a 
new city manager and mayor, are look-
ing back on the year and all the tri-
umphs that have come with it.

Although multiple election recounts 
got the city’s year off to a rocky start, 
Mayor Brad Merrifield said the majority 
of 2019 was spent planning and setting 
up for projects in the future, and that 
one goal in particular was always in the 
front of his mind.

“The main topic for me was relation-
ship building,” Merrifield said. “We’ve 
got several balls in the air and we’ve 
made significant strides, and one of the 
first ones is with Fairmont State Uni-
versity. The relationship there is strong. 
We have a partner there that’s all in on 
community involvement, and there are 
several projects with them that have al-
ready started.”

Merrifield said he also appreciates the 
relationship that he and the city have 
grown with Fairmont Regional Medical 
Center, the Marion County Chamber of 
Commerce and Main Street Fairmont, 
noting the city is comfortable enough 
with these entities to get some real work 
done.

“When something comes up and we 
can connect some dots or an idea, we can 
work together,” Merrifield said. “We’ve 
gotten past the ‘Who are you and what 
are you about?’ stuff.”
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