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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — When 
Preston County schools re-
open after the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, the ruling on 
whether to wear masks will 
be school-by-school, based 
on COVID-19 numbers.

The Preston Board of Ed-
ucation voted in Septem-
ber to use the state Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Resources’ COVID-19 col-
or-coded county map during 
November to determine 
whether masks would be re-
quired at schools. That rule 
applied equally to all schools 
in the county.

According to that vote, 
starting Dec. 1, the percent-
age of COVID-19 cases and 
quarantines in each school 
will be used to determine 
whether that school will re-
quire masks. If 2 percent or 

more students test positive 
in a school or 7 percent or 
more are quarantined, then 
the school will wear masks. 
The numbers will be re-
leased each week.

Because school reopens 
on Monday, Nov. 29, after 

Thanksgiving and because  
Dec. 1 falls on Wednesday, 
the board told Superinten-
dent Steve Wotring to use 
the COVID numbers from 
this week to determine if 
masks will be required at 
each school. It made no 

sense to switch systems 
mid-week, the board said.

Wotring will release those 
school-by-school numbers 
today, and they will show 
whether students and staff 
will be required to wear 
masks when they return to 
school after Thanksgiving. 
After this, the mask rule for 
each school will be released 
each Friday.

To calculate the numbers, 
Wotring said he added the 
number of students, profes-
sional staff and service per-
sonnel at each school. That 
number can change week to 
week, he noted.

For example, using this 
method, for the week of 
Oct. 25-29, Fellowsville El-
ementary would have been 
the only school in the coun-
ty required to mask. For 
that week, Fellowsville had 
a 2-percent positive thresh-

old of two cases and actu-
ally had seven positives. 
Its 7-percent quarantine 
threshold was seven cases, 
and there were six.

During the weeks of Nov. 
1-5 and Nov. 8-12, under this 
method, no schools would 
have been required to mask.

As an example, looking 
at the total school popula-
tion numbers for the week 
of Nov. 8-12, these are the 
threshold numbers that 
would have been required 
for schools to dictate masks:

Aurora School: 202 peo-
ple in the school; 2 percent 
positive threshold, four peo-
ple; 7 percent quarantined 
threshold, 14 people.

Bruceton School: 713 
people; 2 percent positive 
threshold, 14; 7 percent 
quarantined threshold, 50.

Central Preston Middle: 
368 people; 2 percent posi-

tive threshold, seven; 7 per-
cent quarantined threshold, 
26.

Fellowsville Elementary: 
101 people; 2 percent pos-
itive threshold, two; 7 per-
cent quarantined threshold, 
seven.

Kingwood Elementary: 
407 people; 2 percent posi-
tive threshold, eight; 7 per-
cent quarantined threshold, 
28.

Preston High: 1,301 peo-
ple; 2 percent positive 
threshold, 26; 7 percent 
quarantined threshold, 91.

Rowlesburg School: 86 
people; 2 percent positive 
threshold, two; 7 percent 
quarantined threshold, six.

South Preston School: 
395 people; 2 percent posi-
tive threshold, eight; 7 per-
cent quarantined thresh-
old, 28.

New school mask policy takes effect Nov. 29
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Nicole Sleppy addresses the Preston County Board of 
Education on COVID policy.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Kingwood Condemnation 
Committee condemned four 
buildings this week, citing 
dangers to public safety.

The buildings are a house 
at 109 Pierce St., the for-
mer ceramics studio beside 
Browns Park at 320 Morgan-
town St., the Joseph John 
building at 144 S. Price St. 
and the Schwab (Herring) 
Building at 101 S. Price St.

The owners, who were 
notified by the city in June 
that condemnation was be-
ing considered, still have the 
options of repairing or de-
molishing the structures, or 
requesting a hearing to pro-
test the condemnation. If 
the owners do not, the city 
can demolish the structures 
and place a lien against the 
property.

The John building was 
sold at the county tax sale 
earlier this month for failure 
to pay property taxes. The 
city bought the building for 
$3,100. If John doesn’t re-
deem it, the city can request 
a deed to the property in 18 
months.

City Clerk Michelle Whet-
sell said the property on 
Pierce Street was sold at 
the state auditor’s auc-
tion. Those are properties 
that went to the state after 

no one bought them at the 
county tax sale. The new 
owner could have a deed 
for that property in as lit-
tle as 45 days, she said. The 
committee chose to proceed 
with the condemnation so 
that regardless who owns 
the land, the situation will 
be remedied.

Each of the properties was 
inspected by county Health 
Administrator V.J. Davis, 
City Supervisor Bruce Pyl-
es and Kingwood Fire Chief 
Perry Barlow. All are mem-
bers of the Condemnation 
Committee.

In letters to the commit-
tee, Davis said he concurred 
with the city’s finding that 
all four structures pose “po-
tential health and/or safe-
ty issues potentially affect-
ing the public health and/or 
safety of the community.”

Pyles wrote that at the 
Pierce Street property, the 
garage has fallen in, soffit 
is falling off, the back porch 
has fallen down and brick is 
separating from the founda-
tion. He found black mold on 
all floors of the John build-
ing, as well as broken win-
dows, major deterioration to 
the exterior wall and foun-
dation, and the white wrap 
falling off the exterior and 
exposing the unfinished 
wall.

Kingwood committee 
condemns 4 buildings
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This house at 109 Pierce St. was one of four structures 
condemned by the City of Kingwood this week.
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KINGWOOD — Preston 
County commissioners ac-
cepted proposed new mag-
isterial district voting maps 
for consideration Tuesday.

The maps, presented by 
County Clerk Linda Hug-
gins, now will be published 
in the newspaper and post-
ed in post offices, libraries 
and other locations around 
the county. At 10 a.m. Dec. 
14, during the commission’s 
regular meeting, the public 
will have a chance to com-
ment on the new district 
lines before commissioners 
vote on them.

The lines had to be re-
drawn after the 2020 U.S. 
Census so that districts are 
within plus or minus 5 per-
cent population of one an-
other.

“That is not a hard and 
fast rule,” Huggins said. 
“You have to take into con-
sideration — and this is 
from the code— the his-
torical community of inter-
est, not to divide neighbor-
hoods, not to divide small 

cities and not for it to be-
come a burden for voters to 
have to travel a distance to 
go vote.”

The redrawing has to be 
done along Census block 
lines and take into consider-
ation the state Legislature’s 
redrawing of delegate dis-
trict lines. Preston now in-
cludes Delegate Districts 83 
and 84, split along a north/
south alignment.

The proposed new vot-
ing districts include 9,955 
people in the First District, 
8,549 in the Second District 
and 9,240 in the Third Dis-
trict. These voting districts 
are not the same as the eight 
districts used for property 
assessment purposes, which 
are Grant, Kingwood, Lyon, 
Pleasant, Portland, Reno, 
Union and Valley districts.

Commissioner Saman-
tha Stone said District 2, 
which includes Kingwood, 
had shrunk in population, 
according to the Census, 
while northern and western 
Preston County grew, so the 
lines had to adjusted.

Redrawn Preston Co. voting 
districts up for consideration
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A higher-resolution PDF version of this proposed map 
is available in the online version of this article at www.
prestonnj.com. See DISTRICTS, A5
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TERRA ALTA — Deci-
sions were made Monday 
in Terra Alta on how to al-
locate the town’s American 
Rescue Plan Act funding, 
and the purchase of a truck 
is central to the plan.

The town has received 
$198,607.88 in federal 
funds, the first-half pay-
ment of $397,215.76. 

Communities and coun-
ties have to spend their 
ARPA money by 2024, and 
how it can be used is re-
stricted — premium pay 
for essential workers, re-
covering COVID-19 expen-
ditures, economic recovery 
and assistance to business-

es and households.
Most of the money, 

though, will be used by local 
governments for improve-
ments to water, sewer or 
broadband infrastructure.

And Terra Alta Mayor 
James “Monk” Tasker said 
a new dump truck would fit 
into that plan.

Tasker asked coun-
cil members to approve 
$60,000 toward the pur-
chase of a truck, as well as 
earmarking $40,000 each 
for the water and sewer de-
partments.

Neither department will 
receive the funds direct-
ly, as all expenditures will 
need federal approval first.

Terra Alta Council decides on ARPA distribution
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Terra Alta Town Council meets Monday. From left are 
council members Jerod Boyce, Georgia Harvey, Mayor 
James “Monk” Tasker and Recorder Josh Dodge.See COUNCIL, A5


