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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — It has been 
75 years since the Buckwheat 
Festival was last canceled, and 
that was due to World War II.

The festival has been contin-
uously held since then until its 
cancellation this week because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Due to continued un-
certainty and changing and 
challenging guidelines re-
sulting from the COVID-19 
virus, the Kingwood Volun-
teer Fire Department mem-
bership has decided to can-
cel the 2020 Preston County 
Buckwheat Festival scheduled 
for Sept. 24-27, 2020,” a press 
release stated. “Every year, the 
well-being of the visitors and 
volunteers is a major concern 
for the KVFD. This year, the 
concern has taken on a much 

greater importance.”
Several scenarios were con-

sidered, according to festi-
val General Chairman Buddy 
Turner — including modifica-
tions to the festival’s size, ac-
tivities, attractions and even 
dates.

Addition-
ally, all tra-
ditional festi-
val activities 
were exam-
ined in light 
of the cur-
rent state 
and county 
guidelines. 
Ultimately, 
the uncer-

tainties made the risk of at-
tempting any type of modified 
festival too great, officials said

“Our Steering Committee, 
chairman and organizers be-
gin planning for the next year 

as soon as one year is over. We 
already have several months 
invested,” festival President 
David Brown said. “We have 
a king and queen, we have 
T-shirts and lapel pins. This 
was not an easy decision.”

Festival organizers thanked 
Turner and Assistant General 
Chairman Tarrell Ries for their 
work and suggestions during 
the decision-making process.

The hope of the fire depart-
ment membership and Turner 
is for the festival to come back 
stronger next year.

“Volunteers are what makes 
this festival happen,” Turn-
er said. “We will start plan-
ning the 2021 Preston County 
Buckwheat Festival in the next 
few months, and will need vol-
unteerism to be at an all-time 
high.”

79th annual Buckwheat Festival canceled
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Although the 79th annual Buckwheat Festival is canceled, King Buckwheat 
LXXIX Ryan Foster Wilson and Queen Ceres LXXIX Gabrielle Ann Wolfe will still 
reign as ambassadors.

Brown

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Fueled 
by recent travel to Myr-
tle Beach, South Caroli-
na, active COVID-19 cas-
es topped 30 this week in 
Preston County.

As of Wednesday after-
noon, the total number of 
active positive stood at 32. 
That brings the cumulative 
total to 52 confirmed cases 
and 12 probables since the 
outbreak began in March.

Preston County Health 
Department Administra-
tor V.J. Davis said the vast 
majority of the additional 
case are related to an out-
break from recent travel to 
the Myrtle Beach area.

Since the recent upswing 
in positive cases became ap-
parent, the Preston Coun-
ty Board of Education for-
mally canceled any plans 
for an outdoor graduation 
ceremony at Preston High 
School. Fitness training for 

student-athletes also was 
shut down.

“What a difference a 
week makes,” Davis said at 
Mounday’s Preston Coun-
ty Commission meeting.

Davis said Monday had 
two confirmed cases of 
community-transmitted 
COVID-19. Those individ-

uals had contact with oth-
ers who had tested positive.

“We knew that was go-
ing to happen,” Davis said. 
“There are about nine 
probable cases that are 
connected to the Myrtle 
Beach trips.”

COVID cases continue 
to increase in county
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Preston County Health Department Administrator V.J. 
Davis, right, updates the Preston County Commission 
regarding the new COVID-19 outbreak.
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KINGWOOD — A Pres-
ton County grand jury re-
turned a first-degree mur-
der indictment against a 
Morgantown man accused 
in a November fatal shoot-
ing in Terra Alta.

Aaron Glenn Hoard, 34, 
is accused of the murder of 
Grant Felton of Terra Alta. 
A first-degree murder con-
viction carries a possible 
life sentence.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Hoard was 
involved in an altercation 
at Shorthorns Saloon and 
was removed from the bar 
by staff.

Hoard then allegedly re-
trieved a handgun from a 
nearby parked vehicle and 
fired a number of rounds 
into the air. Felton attempt-
ed to subdue Hoard and 

was shot 
numer-
ous times, 
dying 
from his 
wounds 
at the 
scene, ac-
cording to 
the com-
plaint.

Hoard remains in Tygart 
Valley Regional Jail being 
held without bond.

Other indictments are 
for burglary, child neglect, 
strangulation, and posses-
sion.

• Rhonda Lynne Buck-
lew, 23, of Rowlesburg 
— one count of posses-
sion with intent to deliver, 
methamphetamine.

• Hayle M. Colling-
wood, 25, of Reedsville — 
one count each of gross 
child neglect with injury 

and conspiracy.
• Amanda Jean Davis, 

35, of Kingwood — two 
counts of third-offense 
shoplifting.

• Steven Ray Emer-
son, 29, of Bridgeport — 
one count each of fleeing 
with reckless indifference, 
fraudulent vehicle regis-
tration and identify theft, 
and three counts each of 
forgery and uttering.

• John Andrew Hart-
man, 55, lodged in the 
Tygart Valley Regional Jail 
— 32 counts of second-of-
fense harassment. This is 
a superceding indictment 
that replaces a previous in-
dictment.

• Anthony Scott Jones, 34, 
of Tunnelton — one count 
of possession with intent to 
deliver methamphetamine.

Preston grand jury hands 
down murder indictment in 
Terra Alta shooting death

Hoard
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TERRA ALTA — For the 
first time in nearly a month, 
Terra Alta Mayor Bobby 
DeLauder attended a town 
council meeting Monday — 
but the rift between the may-
or and council members was 
evident.

A May 18 meeting turned 
into a seven-hour dead-
lock between DeLauder and 
council over several issues, 
including an altercation in-
volving the town recorder 
and a recycling center em-
ployee, lack of police cover-
age, and the roles of munic-
ipal officials in setting the 
meeting agendas

Since then, DeLauder has 
been absent at regular and 
special meetings, calling at 

least one of them illegal be-
cause he didn’t set the meet-
ing or attend it.

He also has been charged 
with alteration, conceal-
ment, or destruction of a 

public record by a public of-
ficial for allegedly removing 
meeting agendas from the 
town hall window.

Terra Alta mayor attends first 
meeting in nearly a month
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Terra Alta Mayor Bobby DeLauder, right, stands at a table 
by himself during the town council meeting Monday after 
removing Recorder John Trembly’s materials from the 
location. Trembly is at left, along with Councilmen Cecil 
Royce and Chester Fitchett.
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KINGWOOD — Plans 
for an outdoor graduation 
ceremony for Preston High 
School will remain can-
celed in light of the recent 
surge of COVID-19 cases.

The Preston County 
Board of Education voted 
unanimously on a measure 
to formally cancel the 2020 
ceremony in the days fol-
lowing the return of sever-

al people from a recent trip 
to Myrtle Beach, S.C. — in-
cluding several students.

Preston County Health 
Department Adminis-
trator V.J. Davis said the 
school board needed to 
view “the overall picture, 
not a snapshot in time” in 
holding an outdoor cere-
mony that would include 
as many seniors as possi-
ble with two guests each 
in one location.

In less than a week, 

Preston County has gone 
from a cumulative total of 
19 COVID-19 cases since 
March to 50 with the 30 
current cases as of Monday 
afternoon. That includes 
two “community spread” 
cases of the virus that were 
contracted by people in the 
county from contact with 
those who went to Myrtle 
Beach and tested positive, 
Davis said.

COVID-19 forces cancellation 
of Preston High graduation

In order to give employ-
ees of the Preston County 
News & Journal time to 
spend the Independence 
Day holiday with their 
families and friends, the 

office will be closed start-
ing Tuesday, June 30. It 
will reopen Tuesday, July 
7.

During that time, Tues-
day’s edition of the Jour-

nal will be published, but 
there will be no July 3 edi-
tion of the News or July 7 
Journal. 

Publication will resume 
with the News on July 10.
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