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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Since the 
outbreak of COVID-19 in 
March, Garrett County 
has been well at the bot-
tom of the list of Maryland 
counties when ranked by 
their cumulative case 
counts.

When counties in the 
Baltimore and Washing-
ton areas were counting 
by the thousands, Gar-
rett’s cases through the 
summer remained in the 
double digits.

Now, however, the coun-
ty’s lowest ranking came 
to an end as 164 cases have 
been reported in the past 
week, and Garrett has sur-
passed Kent County with 

the number of cumulative 
cases.

As of Wednesday, Garrett 
County has had 399 cases 
since March, while Kent 
has seen 377 cases.

“Our entire region is cur-
rently experiencing a huge 
spike in COVID-19 cases,” 
said Garrett County Health 
Officer Bob Stephens. “It is 
critical that we all stop ex-
posing ourselves to the vi-
rus. At this point, the vi-
rus is all around us and we 
need to keep our guard up. 
Do not have family and so-
cial gatherings or attend 
high-risk events where 
you cannot have social dis-
tance. It is a fact that this 
virus spreads when there is 
a break in protective mea-
sures. Although removing 

a face covering for eating 
and drinking is allowed in 
public settings, it is none-
theless risky to yourself 
and others.”

New cases include two 
boys and three girls under 
10, three boys and four girls 
in the 10-19 age range, 10 
men and 15 women in their 
20s, 12 men and 13 wom-
en in their 30s, 15 men and 
13 women in their 40s, 17 
men and 14 women in their 
50s, 12 men and nine wom-
en in their 60s, six men and 
eight women in their 70s, 
three men and one women 
in their 80s, and one man 
and one woman in their 
90s.

Gov. Larry Hogan on 
Tuesday also pointed to the 
recent surge in Garrett and 

Allegany counties, which 
he said has put a strain on 
local hospitals.

“Certain people there 
had a false sense of 

security,” Hogan said. 
“Maybe they weren’t being 
as careful and not wearing 
masks. Now they’re calling 
us, begging for help, and 

we’re sending strike teams 

and moving patients out of 

their crowded hospitals.”

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — More than 
26,000 lights will be fea-
tured in an outdoor show 
at the Oakland Communi-
ty Center this year.

Completely comput-
er controlled and choreo-
graphed with music, the 
display is designed so view-
ers can watch the one-hour 
loop outdoors or listen on 
the radio in their vehicles.

The light show will run 
from 5 p.m. to midnight 
Nov. 27 to New Year’s Day 
at the former armory at 14 
N. Eighth St.

This year marks the 
sixth for the display, which 
was created from scratch 
and choreographed by the 
Chips Network.

“We expanded it this 
year,” said Paul Browning, 
president of Chips Net-
work. “Normally, it is done 
during the Joy of Christ cel-
ebration, which was can-
celed because of COVID. 
We put all of our resources 
into the light show.”

Browning noted that the 
Joy of Christ started for the 
1999 Christmas season, 
and the light show became 
a part of that celebration.

“We were originally con-
tacted by the town of Oak-
land to create something 
for a drive-thru light show 
in Broadford Park,” he 
said. “The original tree 
was about one-third as tall 
as the tree now. We built it 
and when time came, there 
were not enough folks to 
put it at Broadford Park, so 
we set it in front of the ar-
mory for the Joy of Christ. 
It has grown since then.”

According to Browning, 
the general idea is families 
not having to spend a pen-
ny to enjoy the season.

“Not the commercial end 

of Christmas with toys and 
Santa and all that, but the 
birth of Jesus,” he said. 
“It’s about being togeth-
er with family rather than 
having to buy anything.”

The light show is funded 
by area sponsors which are 
listed on the displays. High 
school volunteers assisted 
with stringing the lights.

“You won’t get COVID 
from going out and watch-
ing this,” Browning said. 
“It’s one of the few things.”

Staff writer Brenda Ruggiero can 

be reached at 301-501-8393 or by 

email at bruggiero@therepubli-

cannews.com.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Not only 
are face coverings essen-
tial to help slow the surge 
of COVID-19 cases in Gar-
rett County — they are the 
law of the land, a health 
official said Tuesday.

The county commission-
ers heard from Health Of-
ficer Bob Stephens, who 
urged everyone to follow 
the executive orders is-
sued by Gov. Larry Ho-
gan that backtrack Mary-
land to the second phase 
of the coronavirus recov-
ery plan.

The best precaution 
to take in arresting the 
spread of the virus is to 
wear a mask, and that is 
backed by law, he said.

“The law of the land 
right now is people must 
wear face coverings when 
they’re in public buildings 
and when they’re in public 
events, and that covers ev-
erywhere,” Stephens said.

Because the mask re-
quirement is included in 
the governor’s executive 
order, it’s a legally en-
forceable requirement. 
Because the COVID-19 
pandemic has been de-
clared to be a public health 
emergency, Hogan’s exec-

utive orders serve as tem-
porary laws for the du-
ration of the emergency, 
Stephens said.

Since Stephens gave his 
report to the commission-
ers, the numbers have 
grown only worse, with 42 
new cases this week bring-
ing Garrett County’s total 
to 399.

“One-third of the cas-
es we’ve had over the last 
eight months was in the 
past week,” Stephens said. 
“That really taxes the sys-
tem. It’s so hard for us to 

keep up with that [contact 
tracing] when the num-
bers are rising exponen-
tially.”

When people have test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 
they are asked to provide 
details on people with 
whom they may have been 
in close contact, as well as 
high-risk gatherings and 
locations where they may 
have been recently.

While the gatherings 
and locations aren’t nec-
essarily where someone 
may have been infect-
ed with the coronavirus, 
they do show where there 
is potential for interac-
tion with other people to 
possibly either contract or 
spread the virus, Stephens 
said.

COVID-19 patients in-
terviewed by Garrett 
County Health Depart-
ment officials during con-
tact tracing reported 
attending high-risk gath-
erings such as family gath-
erings, 46 percent; reli-
gious services, 43 percent; 
outdoor events, 13 per-
cent; weddings, 7 percent; 
dinner parties, 6 percent; 
house parties, 4 percent; 
sporting events, 4 percent; 
and funerals, 2 percent.

Garrett no longer at bottom in COVID-19 cases
Testing scheduled in Oakland on Friday

Submitted photo

Gov. Larry Hogan listens as Hardwire LLC Chief Executive Officer George Tunis talks 
about the donation of 200,000 face shields Monday to the Maryland Department of 
Education for distribution to school employees throughout the state.

Health officer: Face coverings 
are a legal requirement

 

In this image taken from 
video, Health Officer Bob 
Stephens updates the 
county commissioners on 
the COVID-19 situation in 
Garrett County.
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EDITOR

McHENRY — Visitors 
to Garrett County over-
whelmingly are here to 
have fun, two West Vir-
ginia University profes-
sors showed the Garrett 
County Chamber of Com-
merce on Tuesday.

Jinyang Deng, a pro-
fessor in the Recreation, 
Parks & Tourism Re-
sources program, and 
Steve Selin, a professor 
in the School of Natu-
ral Resources, shared the 
results of the year-long 
study of Garrett County 
tourism at the chamber’s 
Business Before Hours 
event.

Leisure and vaca-
tion were the main rea-
sons people gave survey 
teams for visiting Garrett 
County, followed by visit-
ing friends and relatives. 
Combined, those reasons 
made up 95.3 percent of 
the responses.

Traveling here on busi-
ness accounted for 2.1 
percent of the responses.

Of those responding to 
the survey, 77.8 percent 
were repeat visitors and 

41.7 percent said they 
had visited Garrett Coun-
ty more than 10 times in 
their lifetimes.

While the county has 
its share of day-trippers, 
79.1 percent opted to stay 
overnight when visiting, 
and the average stay was 
for 3.3 nights. Vacationers 
tend to come in groups, 
with the average size be-
ing 5.4 people, and 41.3 
percent of them bringing 
children here.

And what do people 
consider important to 
their visits? According to 
Deng, 95.7 percent said it 

is Garrett County’s scen-
ery. Parks and forests fol-
lowed at 90.8 percent; 
trails at 88.2 percent; fall 
foliage, 85.4 percent; and 
festivals/events, 77.3 per-
cent.

Most — 90.5 percent — 
were seeking good times 
with their families, while 
88.9 percent sought rest 
and relaxation. Other 
priorities were adventure 
seeking, 80.9 percent; na-
ture observation, 75.7 
percent; and rural life ac-
tivities, 70.6 percent.

Garrett visitors just want 
to have fun, survey shows

Garrett County Chamber of Commerce

A survey of visitors to Garrett County shows scenery to 
be of prime importance.

Outdoor light show set at community center

Photo courtesy of Matthew Friend

Completely computer controlled and choreographed, the 
display is designed so viewers can watch the one-hour 
loop outdoors or listen to the radio broadcast of the ac-
companying music in their vehicles.
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