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FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR 

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — After 
most students returned to a four-day, in-per-
son school schedule last week, Marion Coun-
ty Superintendent Randy Farley is reporting 
a successful transition.

The majority of students returned to the 
in-person schedule on March 4, and Farley 
said he’s heard nothing but good things com-
ing from those with whom he’s spoken about 
the restart.

“They’re very pleased to have kids back in 
school, and things seem to be going just fine,” 
he said. “We haven’t had any real issues re-
ported here because of us going back with 
more kids there at one time.”

Farley addressed claims that the county 
may be returning to an expanded in-person 
model too fast, saying that while the county 
had to return due to state mandate, he and 
his staff are making sure in-person classes are 
as safe as they can be despite the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We have to depend on the medical commu-
nity to look at the data, and the data that they 
have been presenting shows that it was time 
to make that move,” Farley said. “We were 
fortunate enough to have the second round of 
CARES Act funding that enabled us to get the 
air purification equipment into our schools, 
and that’s already being installed. …

“We’re pleased with that, because we feel 
that is a safety factor since the virus is con-
tracted more through droplets in the air. It’s 
not really a surface contact being reported. … 
I think it is safe. We still have provided the op-
portunity, for those who feel that it’s not safe, 
to do distance learning. They have the choice 
they can make. If they want to come to school, 
we’re happy to provide that, and if they want 
to remain distant, then we’re still providing 
that, as well.”

Farley said he’s confident in the county’s 
ability to keep students in class through the 
rest of the semester, and he hopes that, come 
fall, all students will be able to safely return 
to the classroom.

“I am very happy that kids are getting 
back in school more, because we all are going 
to agree that in-person instruction is much 
more beneficial,” he said. “Getting more con-
sistency is more beneficial. I’m very happy, 

and I think that we’ll be much more success-
ful. The more we can have kids in school on a 
consistent basis in person, the more progress 
students will make, and they’ll benefit greatly 
in their education because of that.”

Following guidelines from the state, the 
county sent in-person students back to school 
four days a week — excluding Wednesdays. 

Farley said 78% of K-8 students are now in 
school four days a week, while another 22% 
remain in distance learning, as more parents 
are choosing to send their kids to school than 
before.

Meanwhile, 64% of high school students 
are attending in-person classes, while 36% 
have remained enrolled in distance learning. 
Unlike with elementary and middle schools, 
enrollment in distance learning actually grew 
for high school students during the transi-
tion.

Discussion about when and if parents or 
students would be able to change their minds 
about in-person or distance learning was 
sparked during last week’s Marion County 
Board of Education meeting.

While the in-person or distance-learning 
decision was meant to last until the end of 
the school year, Farley said parents can work 
with individual schools to change how their 
child learns if the current method isn’t work-
ing out.

However, this “case-by-case” basis of 
changing a student’s learning method came 
under fire from board member James Saun-
ders, who said it’s “unfair” that parents and 
students can’t choose after the third nine 
weeks is up at the end of the month.

Board President Mary JoThomas dis-
agreed.

“Each case is decided on a case-by-case ba-
sis anyway,” Thomas said. “If Mary Jo Thom-
as says, ‘I’m not sending Rosemary to school, 
but I’d like for her to do distance learning,’ 
that’s my one case. That’s my one child. A de-
cision is made on that. When I’m hearing Mr. 
Farley say that on an individual basis, they re-
quest it. I didn’t hear him say anybody is go-
ing to be denied.”

Saunders responded quickly.
“But they could be denied,” he said. “If it’s 

case by case, they could.”
“But do you want a revolving door in 

schools?” Thomas asked.
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Tina Petry, a first-grade teach-
er at Blackshere Elementary 
School, reads a story to her 
four in-person students.
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The Marion County Board 
of Education discusses mat-
ters at a recent meeting.
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White Hall Elementary 
School Principal Nan Mur-
ray speaks to first- and sec-
ond-grade students during 
their socially distanced lunch.

Back in class

See Schools, 4


