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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Preston County Sheriff’s 
Department announced a 
second arrest in the death 
of Philip “Buckie” Barlow 
in May 2019.

According to the press 
release, a warrant was is-
sued Thursday charging 
Laura Lynn Martin, 36, of 
Tunnelton with first-de-
gree murder for her part in 
the death of Barlow. Martin 
is currently in the Garrett 
County (Md.) Detention 
Center awaiting extradi-
tion.

On Oct. 9, Robert Joseph 
Quinn, 43, of Tunnelton, 
was charged with first-de-
gree murder, arraigned in 
front of Magistrate P.L. 
Grimm and is now being 
held in the Tygart Valley 
Regional Jail without bail.

Sheriff’s Capt. T.N. Tich-

nell made the Quinn ar-
rest after an extensive in-
vestigation that “was a 
combined effort from all 
members of the sheriff’s 
office, from Sheriff [Dan] 
Loughrie down, as well as 
several outside agencies,” 
the release states.

Anyone with further in-
formation regarding the 
case is asked to contact 
Tichnell or Chief Deputy 

P.A. Pritt at 304-329-1611.
Barlow, 61, failed to ar-

rive at his workplace in 
Kingwood on May 29, 2019, 
and his vehicle was found 
on fire that same morning 
near Shower Bath Road. 
Barlow’s body was later 
found near Fortney’s Mill 
on June 8.

During the 10 days pri-
or to finding Barlow’s body, 
members of the Tunnelton 

Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, family and friends 
searched continuously, ac-
cording to reports.

Barlow’s truck was 
found, with signs of being 
burned, on Shower Bath 
Road in Kingwood around 
7 a.m. May 29.

The Tunnelton Volun-
teer Fire Department used 
its social media page to up-
date and share the infor-
mation it had while search-
ing for Barlow.

According to a May 29 
VFD post, Barlow report-
edly talked to his girlfriend 
around 11:30 p.m. May 28 
before leaving for work at 
Hillside Trucking.

Since Barlow was appar-
ently a creature of habit, 
it was considered unusual 
when he did not show up 
for work without contact-
ing anyone.

In January, Quinn and 

Mar-
tin were 
charged 
in connec-
tion with 
burglariz-
ing more 
than two 
dozen 
storage 
units in 

Garrett County, Maryland.
They were charged with 

second-degree burglary, 
fourth-degree burglary, 
conspiracy to commit sec-
ond-degree burglary, 
conspiracy to commit 
fourth-degree burglary, 
fourth-degree burglary 
with possession of bur-
glary tools and malicious 
destruction of property of 
under $1,000.

According to a prelimi-
nary investigation, at ap-
proximately 9:44 p.m. 
Jan. 15, troopers from the 

McHenry Barrack respond-
ed to a storage unit facility, 
located on the 35900 block 
of Garrett Highway in Ac-
cident, Maryland, for a re-
port of suspicious activity.

Troopers located an un-
occupied vehicle and ob-
served two people at-
tempting to flee the scene. 
Troopers detained the indi-
viduals, later identified as 
Martin and Quinn.

Through further investi-
gation, it was learned that 
Martin and Quinn were at-
tempting to gain entry into 
a storage unit with the use 
of bolt cutters. According 
to investigators, Martin 
and Quinn were also sus-
pected of burglarizing 30 
storage units at the same 
facility on Jan. 13.

 Staff Writer Theresa Marthey can 

be reached at (304) 276-1127 or 

by email at tmarthey@prestonnj.

com.

Second arrest made in Barlow murder case

 Martin Quinn

Barlow

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — A for-
mer WEPCO Federal 
Credit Union loan officer 
has been charged with em-
bezzling $157,950.

Magistrate P.L. Grimm 
set bond at $15,000 for Ni-

cole K. Moore, 37, of Elk 
Garden, who worked in 
WEPCO’s Kingwood of-
fice. Moore was released 
on bond.

According to a criminal 
complaint, the embezzle-
ment occurred between 
Nov. 29, 2017, and Sept. 5.

Former WEPCO 
employee charged with 
felony embezzlement
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A former employee of WEPCO Federal Credit Union in King-
wood embezzled more than $157,000 in funds from mem-
bers accounts from November 2017 to September 2020.
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KINGWOOD — Kingwood City 
Council debated the approval of 
a building permit that came into 
the municipal office on the day of 
the meeting.

The permit was for a new busi-
ness in the downtown Kingwood 
area that had not received a busi-
ness license, either, as of the time 
of the council meeting.

City Clerk Michelle Whetsell 
told council members the busi-
ness has applied to the West Vir-
ginia Secretary of State’s Office 
for the business license.

“They have been approved,” 
Whetsell said, “and are waiting 

to receive the paperwork.”
Previously, building permits 

have needed to be turned in by 
the Friday prior to the council’s 
Tuesday meetings.

Mayor Jean Manuel Guillot 
wanted to strike the permit from 
the list to be approved. However, 
he was met with pushback.

“I think we should strike it be-
cause the permit was only turned 
in this morning,” Guillot said. “I 
don’t think it should be on there 
because in the past, we never al-
lowed building permits turned in 
the day of the meeting to be on 
this list or any kind of business 
added to the agenda.”

New business permit approved after debate
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Kingwood Recorder Bill Robert-
son voices his opinion on grant-
ing a building permit to a new 
business that did not meet the 
Friday deadline to be on the list 
for approval Tuesday.
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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The Pres-
ton County Health Depart-
ment announced two addition-
al confirmed cases of COVID-19  
Wednesday.

One of the cases is school-re-
lated.

“A non-teaching employee 
at Bruceton School has tested 
positive,” said Health Depart-
ment Administrator V.J. Davis. 
“We are in the process of con-
tact tracing and quarantining 
close contacts. At this time, no 
students have been identified 

as close contacts.”
This is the fifth school-relat-

ed case since classes started a 
month ago, including three stu-
dents and another employee. A 
student who resides in Preston 
County but goes to school else-
where also has tested positive.

“Students or staff members do 
not need to quarantine or seek 
testing options unless directed 
by the Preston County Health 
Department,” school Superin-
tendent Steve Wotring said in a 
letter issued Wednesday.

Bruceton School employee 
tests positive for COVID-19
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EDITOR

KINGWOOD — If the 
state bases its school fund-
ing on the current year’s 
enrollment figures, Preston 
County stands to lose re-
sources next year at an “un-
precedented” level.

Superintendent Steve 
Wotring told the board of ed-
ucation Monday the school 
system has lost 172.5 stu-
dents since the 2019-20 
school year — mostly be-
cause of COVID-19.

That could translate into 
a huge drop in funding from 
the state, as the formula 
for determining how much 
money the county schools 
receive for the year is based 
on enrollment figures for the 
prior year. Enrollment also 
dictates how many teaching 
and service personnel posi-
tions the state will fund.

“Where this becomes a 
huge issue for us is fund-
ing,” Wotring said. “If we 

get funding at 172-and-a-
half students less, we are 
going to face cuts next year 
that are almost unprece-
dented.”

As for personnel, that 
kind of drop in enrollment 
would mean the loss of at 
least seven teaching posi-
tions and even more service 

personnel, he said.
One area of enrollment 

loss is in pre-K. As atten-
dance at the pre-school level 
isn’t mandatory, many par-
ents opted not to enroll their 
children this year, Wotring 
said, and that accounts for 
73 fewer students.

Kingwood Elementa-

ry School saw a significant 
drop in student numbers 
this year — about 60 — 
not only because of the out-
break, but also because a 
large-sized class has moved 
up through the grades and 
since moved on to Central 
Preston Middle School as 
fifth-graders, Wotring said.

“Kingwood’s enrollment 
has been steadily declining 
at the grades below them,” 
he said.

Kingwood also appears 
to have the largest group 
of students in the county 
to withdraw and instead 
engage in homeschooling. 
The online/distance learn-
ing chosen for hundreds of 
students this year has them 
follow the county’s curricu-
lum and engage in the reg-
ular classwork, while ho-
meschooling effectively 
withdraws them and their 
associated funding from the 
school system.

Superintendent: COVID-19 could 
lead to ‘unprecedented’ funding drop
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Preston County Schools Superintendent Steve Wotring 
discusses the drop in enrollment for the current year on 
Monday. Behind him is Board of Education President Jack 
Keim.
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