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From Staff Reports

POINT PLEASANT, 
W.Va. — National nonprof-
it Wreaths Across America 
(WAA) announced Wednes-
day that Kirkland Memo-
rial Gardens will join in 
the mission to Remember, 
Honor, Teach, as an offi-
cial location for 2022. This 
is the first year the ceme-
tery will participate in this 
national program, and they 
are pleased to have the lo-
cal GFWC clubs to spear-
head the effort.

Wreaths Across America 
started as a simple gesture 
of thanks that has grown 
into a national movement 
of dedicated volunteers 
and communities. They 
come together to not only 

remember the nation’s fall-
en and honor their service, 
but to teach the next gen-
eration about the sacrific-
es made for us to live freely.

This year, there will 
be more than 3,100 par-
ticipating locations plac-
ing veterans’ wreaths on 
National Wreaths Across 
America Day — Saturday, 
Dec. 17 — with more than 
2 million volunteers com-
ing together.

The goal for GFWC Wom-
an’s Club of Point Pleasant, 
Pleasant Junior Woman’s 
Club and GFWC Tu-End-
ie-Wei is to raise enough 
funds to place sponsored 
veterans’ wreaths on the 
headstones of all the lo-
cal heroes laid to rest at 

Kirkland. That would en-
sure that the individuals 
who served to protect the 
freedoms of our country 
would not be forgotten and 
to bring the community 
together in patriotic com-
memoration.

“Our club took on Kirk-
land because wreaths 
have never been placed on 
graves there,” said Geor-
gianna Tillis, president of 
the GFWC Woman’s Club 
of Point Pleasant.

“We are still gathering 
information on the number 
of veteran graves there, but 
think it may take $3,000,” 
she said of the fundraising 
goal.

“We are forever grateful 
for the thousands of sup-

porters who dedicate their 
time and effort to fulfilling 
our mission all year long,” 
said Karen Worcester, ex-
ecutive director of Wreaths 
Across America. “These in-
dividuals and their com-
munities know the value 
of remembering the fallen, 
honoring those who cur-
rently serve and teaching 
the next generation about 
the sacrifices made for our 
freedom every day, and 
without their continued 
support, Wreaths Across 
America would not exist.”

Those interested in vol-
unteering for Wreaths 
Across America local-
ly or sponsoring a wreath 
for Kirkland may contact 
GFWC club members or 

check out the information 
on Facebook. There are 
also donation cards at each 
of the banks and in some 
local businesses. Addition-
ally, the GFWC clubs will 
join forces with the Point 
Pleasant Moose Lodge 731 
to hold a bingo night Sept. 
12 at the Lodge.

National Wreaths Across 
America Day is a free com-
munity event open to all 
people.

Send your donation to: 
Addie Hopson, Treasur-
er, 18751 Kanawha Val-
ley Road, Southside, WV 
25187.

Checks should be made 
out to GFWC WCPP and 
identify WAA in the memo 
of your check.

Local GFWC clubs to sponsor Wreaths Across America
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A volunteer places wreaths 
on a grave at the National 
Cemetery in Grafton last 
December as part of the 
Wreaths Across America 
program. 

From Staff Reports

COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
Job creation will be the fo-
cus of an 
effort fu-
eled by a 
$23.492 
million 
feder-
al grant, 
Ohio Gov. 
Mike 
DeW-
ine said 
Wednesday.

The State of Ohio and 
the Ohio Manufacturers’ 
Association (OMA) have 
been awarded a three-year, 
$23,492,808 federal grant 
through the U.S. Econom-
ic Development Adminis-
tration’s (EDA) $500 mil-
lion Good Jobs Challenge 
program.

The initiative aims to 
strengthen workforce 
partnerships that lead to 
well-paying jobs. The OMA-
State of Ohio proposal is 
one of 32 grants funded na-
tionwide.

The proposal highlights 
partnerships on initiatives, 

partner support, and more 
than $100 million in lev-
eraged funds from entities 
including the Ohio Gover-
nor’s Office of Workforce 
Transformation, Ohio De-
partment of Development, 
JobsOhio, Ohio MEP, Ohio 
Department of Higher Ed-
ucation, Ohio Department 
of Job and Family Services, 
and others.

“By providing Ohioans 
with opportunities to up-
skill or be trained in cut-
ting-edge careers, we will 
grow Ohio’s workforce, es-
pecially in the manufactur-
ing, broadband, and electric 
vehicle sectors,” DeWine 
said. “We want to contin-
ue to help provide Ohio em-
ployers with qualified work-
ers in order to grow their 
businesses, and this grant 
will help us do just that.”

Strong alignment and 
close collaboration between 
the state and business sec-
tor are vital to growth, ac-
cording to state leaders.

“Since the start of the 
DeWine-Husted Adminis-
tration, we have focused 
on creating opportunities 

to upskill and reskill Ohio-
ans at all levels, including 
through programs such as 
TechCred and IMAP,” said 
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, who 
serves as director of the 
Governor’s Office of Work-
force Transformation. 
“While the Good Jobs Chal-
lenge grant will mainly fo-
cus on upskilling Ohioans 
for jobs in the manufactur-
ing industry, strengthening 
this sector will only help 
strengthen Ohio’s economy 
and the rest of our work-
force as a whole.”

“The level of collabora-
tion and commitment from 
state partners is unprec-
edented for a funding re-
quest of this magnitude,” 
said OMA President Ryan 
Augsburger. “Ohio is the 
third largest manufactur-
ing state in terms of jobs, 
and it is a national leader 
in emerging technologies. 
Manufacturers statewide 
have an extreme demand 
for skilled workers, which is 
what we intend to address 
with this EDA investment.”

DeWine: $23.5M grant will 
boost job creation efforts

DeWine
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Bailey Barnette from Gallia Academy High School is Miss Gallia County 2022 after 
earning the crown Monday at the opening night of the Gallia County Junior Fair. Bar-
nette prevailed against a strong field of nine contestants. First runner-up is Natalie 
Swain from South Gallia High School, while second runner-up is Sydney Greenlee 
from Gallia Academy High School. Alivia Lear of Gallia Academy High School is the 
third runner-up; fourth runner-up and Miss Congeniality is Ellen Weaver from South 
Gallia High School. The fair runs through Saturday night.

Miss Gallia Co. 2022

by Chad Vaughn

STAFF WRITER

POINT PLEASANT, 
W.Va. (WV News) — Main 
Street Point Pleasant is an 
organization that has been 
active in refurbishing the 
downtown since 1989. It 
has enjoyed great success 
in that endeavor, perhaps 
most notably with the cre-
ation of River Front Park.

When the director po-
sition was vacated last 
year with the departure of 
Charles Humphries, the 
search began for a worthy 
successor. Enter Chris Riz-
er.

Rizer developed a passion 
for history while working 
on a project during his se-
nior year at Wahama High 
School. He followed that 
passion all the way to a mas-

ter’s de-
gree in 
historical 
preserva-
tion from 
the Uni-
versity of 
Vermont.

Soon 
thereafter 
he returned home, and took 
the reins of Main Street. 
When asked what his ob-
jective is, he states it quite 
clearly: “To give new life to 
our downtown.”

Rizer is overseeing nu-
merous current projects for 
Main Street, including the 
restoration of the historic 
Kisar House at 105 Third 
St. The home, which was 
built between 1890-1900, 
is known for its handcraft-

ed woodworking and com-
plex tiles.

Main Street will convert 
it into a bed and breakfast, 
and its restoration is half-
way complete. Beyond that, 
Main Street is participating 
in the remodeling of seven 
downtown buildings, all of 
which are intended to lure 
new businesses.

The Boutique Basket, 
Lemon and Lavender, The 
Counterpoint Cooperative, 
and The Silver Market Co. 
are all new downtown busi-
nesses that are millenni-
al-owned. The downtown 
is preparing to further em-
brace this renewed effort. 
Offering attractive busi-
ness space is integral to this 
pursuit, Rizer said.

by Lorna Hart

STAFF REPORTER

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio 
(WVNews) — With Friday 
being the first Friday of the 
month, it’s time for a “First 
Friday” celebration in Gal-
lipolis.

As part of the Down-
town Revitalization Proj-
ect, the evening offers vis-
itors a chance to enjoy an 
evening of activities that 
include shopping, playing 
games in the park, music, 
and local food. Each “First 
Friday” has a unique ven-
ue along with established 
attractions.

This Friday, musical 
guest Next Level will be 

performing on the load-
ing dock at Central Supply. 
The Merry Family Wine 
will be serving slushies in 
the Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Beer Garden, and the 
first round is on CSG Cus-
toms and Collisions.

Pet portraits and adop-
tions are available at 
Raina’s. A cornhole tourna-
ment is set up in the park, 

and there will be inflatables 
at Kid’s Corner courtesy 
of Beau Sang State Farm 
and French City Academy. 
Food includes What’s The 
Scoop at Zack & Scotty’s, 
the “Brownie Sundae Bowl 
Special” at Flour Girls Bak-
ing Company, and a Taco 
Truck and DJ’d Karaoke.

Main Street continues to move 

forward under Chris Rizer

Rizer

August ‘First Friday’ held
Car Show 
preview and 
sign-ups
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The 44th annual Gallipolis Car show will be held Aug. 13.
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