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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ANNAPOLIS — All 
hospitals in Maryland are 
being included in the first 
round of distribution of 
the COVID-19 vaccine, 
Gov. Larry Hogan said 
Wednesday.

However, the first round 
of distribution is actual-
ly broken down into two 
phases: the 55,000 doses 
of the Pfizer vaccine be-
ing received this week and 
the 100,000 doses coming 
next week from Moderna. 
Local officials have been 
informed that Garrett 
and Allegany counties are 
not being included in the 
Pfizer distribution.

“Every single hospi-
tal, every single nursing 

home — all of them are 
being treated exactly the 
same way, but not every-
body is going to get ev-
erything they need, be-
cause they simply don’t 
have the availability yet,” 
Hogan said during a state 
Board of Public Works 
meeting.

Comptroller Peter Fran-
chot called for answers 
on the reports that Gar-
rett and Allegany coun-
ties were going to be left 
out of the first round.

Department of Health 
Assistant Secretary Web-
ster Ye referred to the 
governor’s Tuesday press 
conference in stating that 
“every region and ev-
ery hospital in Maryland 
will receive vaccines from 
Maryland’s initial feder-
al allocation of 155 [thou-
sand] doses. This initial 
allocation includes both 
UPMC Western Maryland 
and Garrett Regional hos-
pitals.”

Ye said every nursing 

home resident and em-
ployee — numbering 
about 60,000 — will re-
ceive their first shots in 
the coming weeks through 
the federal long-term care 
facility partnership with 
the CVS and Walgreens 
pharmacy chains.

“Hopefully, what you’re 
telling me is that they 
[Garrett and Allegany] 

are being treated just like 
every other community 
as far as having the ini-
tial thing of vaccines, and 
the feeling that they have 
that they’re left out is ... 
just that we need more 
information. Is that the 
case?” Franchot asked Ye.

“As was announced yes-
terday [Tuesday], we are 
focused on Phase 1A, and 

so we’re trying to get our 
initial allocations out to 
the people who need them 
the most — our frontline 
health-care workers, the 
first responders and nurs-
ing home residents and 
staff,” Ye responded.

However, at the Tues-
day press conference, Dr. 
Jinlene Chan, acting dep-
uty secretary of public 
health services for the De-
partment of Health, did 
not specify any change to 
earlier reports that local 
hospitals would not re-
ceive a share of the vac-
cines this week. She said 
that all hospitals will have 
vaccines for critical front-
line staff “over the course 
of the next two weeks.”

Ye on Wednesday said 
Garrett Regional Medi-
cal Center has been ear-
marked for 100 doses of 
the Moderna round of vac-
cines, which is 100,000 
doses slated for distribu-
tion next week. UPMC 
Western Maryland would 

receive 500, he said.
Franchot said in an area 

that is experiencing the 
highest positivity rate of 
testing in the state, the 
need is immediate.

“Are they in Western 
Maryland going to get 
them now, along with ev-
eryone else, or do they 
have to wait for more vac-
cines to arrive?” Franchot 
asked the governor.

“They’re getting them 
now. Next week, every 
single hospital in the 
state will have their ini-
tial round. They will all 
be pro rata and all equal 
and all fair,” Hogan said.

A press release issued 
Monday by the Garrett 
County commissioners 
said that while nurs-
ing homes would receive 
vaccinations through 
the pharmacies, Western 
Maryland hospitals were 
being left out of the first 
round of distribution be-
cause of their size.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The 
Christmas season was 
made a little brighter for 
residents of Garrett Coun-
ty nursing homes thanks 
to the efforts of Tammyjo 
Garlitz of Avilton and Ash-
ley Bittinger of Oakland.

Together, the two friends 
worked to collect over 1,200 
cards to deliver.

“Christmas cards have al-
ways been my favorite thing 
about Christmas,” Garlitz 
said. “There is nothing but 
excitement when you get 
to open a Christmas card. 
I send out tons of cards ev-
ery year, and this year with 
COVID hitting the nurs-
ing homes hard, I thought, 
‘Hey, wouldn’t it be nice 
to make cards for the resi-
dents at the nursing homes 
and try to spread some ex-
tra cheer?’”

Garlitz immediately 
messaged Bittinger, since 
she knew her friend would 
be on board.

“We have that kind of 

friendship where no mat-
ter what you get yourself 
into, the other one is al-
ways pulled into it,” Gar-
litz said. “Plus, I knew she 
loved Christmas cards as 
much as I do. She was 100 
percent in from the start 
and so excited about it.”

Bittinger said Christmas 
cards have always been a 
favorite tradition to her, 
thanks to her mother.

“When Tammy brought 
up the idea, I instantly 
wanted to jump in,” Bit-

tinger said. “Saying this 
year has been hard is an un-
derstatement. For the most 
part, we’ve all been stuck in 
our houses for almost a year, 
stuck with the families we 
live with. We are fortunate 
enough to spend the holi-
days with our family in our 
homes. The lockdowns and 
restrictions on the nursing 
homes do not allow for the 
residents to be with their 
families over this holiday 
season. It is heartbreaking 
to sit and think about that. 

This was something small 
that we as a community 
could do to make the holi-
day season for our nursing 
home residents a little bet-
ter this year.”

Bittinger also suggested 
trying to collect items to 
go with the cards. The two 
friends decided to share a 
Facebook post to find others 
who wanted to participate, 
with Bittinger in charge of 
collecting from the south-
ern end of the county and 
Garlitz in charge of collect-

ing from the northern end.
“People just kept messag-

ing us or commenting on 
our post, saying they had 
cards,” Garlitz said. “Ash-
ley and I both went to meet 
people to collect the cards, 
and then we divided them 
based on how many resi-
dents were in each nursing 
home.”

For the nursing homes in 
Garrett County, two cards 
were bundled for each res-
ident, making sure that 
each resident did not get 
two cards from the same 
person.

“I don’t think either one 
of us expected this many 
people would want to be 
a part of it,” Garlitz said. 
“There were a ton of indi-
vidual people who reached 
out, as well as employees 
of businesses and church-
es. Parents were so eager 
to teach their kids about 
giving at Christmas that 
they had them make the 
most beautiful handmade 
cards.”

Some people bought can-
dy, activity books, ant-

lers, pens, lotions and 
other small gifts. Others 
volunteered to help sign 
the cards. Items were all 
placed in a quarantine pe-
riod for safety.

The women hope to have 
all the cards delivered by 
the end of the week. There 
are enough to give every 
resident in Garrett County 
nursing homes two cards 
each and enough for about 
four nursing homes in Alle-
gany County, as well.

“We definitely were not 
expecting to collect this 
many, but we are so excit-
ed and grateful for each 
and every person who took 
the time to do cards,” Gar-
litz said. “We just hope we 
spread some much-needed 
cheer at the nursing homes 
this year. We all know that 
it has been especially a try-
ing time for those who have 
not been able to see family.”

Since things went so well 
this year, the women plan 
to make the card project a 
yearly tradition.

Hogan: Garrett in ‘first round’ of vaccine distribution
But no indication  
local hospital 
will receive any 
in the first week
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Vaccinations have begun at J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospi-
tal in Morgantown, but Garrett Regional Medical Center, 
West Virginia University’s affiliate in Oakland, is not slat-
ed to receive doses until next week.

Friends collect more than 1,200 cards for nursing home residents

Submitted photo

More than 1,200 cards and many gifts were collected for residents of Garrett County 
nursing homes.
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From Staff Reports

McHENRY — A family 
who rented a property in 
the Deep Creek Lake area 
over the weekend say they 
were approached by a per-
son in Ku Klux Klan garb.

An email to a local prop-
erty rental company, the 
Garrett County Chamber 
of Commerce and AirBNB 
(an online vacation rent-
al marketplace company) 
was provided to the Gar-
rett County Republican.

The email describes the 
family as Middle Eastern 
and states they “felt very 
unsafe” before leaving 
the Limpopo Lane prop-
erty early “due to the lack 
of security they felt in the 
area.”

The family claims that 

as they were backing out 
of the driveway Sunday 
“to leave the residence 
for good, a man present-
ed himself in full Ku Klux 
Klan attire within 30 feet 
of the driveway, near the 
property located … to the 
left of the house.”

The early departure was 
prompted by the one of the 
family members waking 
up to hearing someone on 
the deck stairs, the email 
states.

The previous night, “sev-
eral people noticed a white 
figure (while we were roast-
ing marshmallows around 
the fire pit) on the road. 
There were sounds of foot-
steps close to the property, 
as well. However, it wasn’t 
taken seriously due to the 
dark, and we brushed it 

off. We now subsequent-
ly feel as if we were being 
watched Saturday night.”

The person reported to 
be in Klan robes “was clear-
ly someone who had access 
or a clear view of the prop-
erty,” because they waited 
until family members left 
“before making their pres-
ence known in broad day-
light.”

Several members of the 
family are traumatized by 
the incident, according to 
the message, and “while 
we loved the home, we did 
not feel safe in the neigh-
borhood.”

The family is calling for 
the property to be removed 
from further rentals, say-
ing the safety of any mi-
nority staying there would 
be in question.

“As human beings, we 
would never want a minori-
ty to ever rent this proper-
ty again and experience the 
intimidation … or worse,” 
the email states.

In a statement posted 
to Facebook, the Garrett 
County commissioners 
said the sheriff’s depart-
ment is investigating the 
situation.

“The Board of Garrett 
County Commissioners 
has been made aware of an 
incident from this week-
end now circulating on so-
cial media. We would like 
to reiterate that all are 
welcome to Garrett Coun-
ty, and the board does not 
condone hate speech or in-
timidation of any kind,” 
the statement said.

State Sen. George Ed-

wards and Delegate Wen-
dell Beitzel issued a joint 
statement:

“We have become aware 
of an appalling incident 
that occurred over the 
weekend near Deep Creek 
Lake. A visiting family was 
intimidated and harassed 
during their stay, including 
the appearance of a dressed 
Ku Klux Klan member.

“We strongly condemn 
this racist act and want 
to express zero tolerance 
for this immoral behavior. 
Guests should never have 
to experience such callous 
discrimination anywhere, 
and it is extremely trou-
bling that it occurred here 
in our County.

“While we cannot take 
away the hurt experienced 
by these visitors, we can 

work to make our com-
munity more inclusive 
and welcoming to every-
one. Anyone who becomes 
aware of incidents like 
these should immediately 
contact law enforcement 
so we can eradicate this 
behavior from our commu-
nity.”

News of the apparent in-
cident also reached West-
ern Maryland’s congress-
man, David Trone.

“We strongly condemn 
this racist act and want to 
express zero tolerance for 
this immoral behavior,” 
Trone, D-Md., said Mon-
day. “Guests should nev-
er have to experience such 
callous discrimination any-
where, and it is extremely 
troubling that it occurred 
here in our county.”

Family claims Klan encounter in Garrett County
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