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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Some town 
leaders say they aren’t receiv-
ing an accurate picture of the 
amount of criminal activity in 
Oakland.

At Tuesday’s town coun-
cil meeting, Mayor Jay Moy-
er commended Police Chief 
Bill Thomas for the police de-
partment’s work during a re-
cent crackdown on traffic vio-
lations in which there were 44 
incidents of motorists failing 
to stop.

In looking at the monthly 
police report, though, Coun-
cilwoman Kathy Shaffer asked 
for clarification on what “inci-
dents” means, of which there 
were 18 listed.

“What does that cover?” 
Shaffer asked. “Eighteen is a 

fair amount, but I’m not sure 
what that really covers … that 
could be about anything.”

Councilman Wayne Mobray, 
who has a background in law 
enforcement, said it probably 
refers to any call for service 
the police receive.

After Executive Coordi-
nator Gwen Evans said she 
didn’t know what would be in-
cluded in that category, Shaf-
fer asked whether she or Ev-
ans should approach the police 
chief about receiving more in-
formation.

Shaffer said she would con-
tact Thomas and bring the in-
formation to the next meeting.

Councilman Terry Helbig 
asked whether the police re-
port was just for the town’s de-
partment, or if it were a com-
pilation of all reports taken 

by law enforcement agencies 
within Oakland’s borders.

“This is an Oakland Po-
lice Department report, so I 
would have to assume that is 
their portion of what is going 
on,” Moyer replied. “The other 
agencies probably have some-
thing similar to this,” and 
Thomas might be able to get 
that information to show what 
type of incidents other depart-
ments were involved in.

Councilwoman Kate Bro-
die said some of the more se-
rious crimes being committed 
in Oakland may not show up 
on the report because they’re 
happening late at night and 
would be handled by another 
agency — usually the sheriff’s 
department.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett County’s 
election plan remains in place with 
some minor logistics issues that are 
being addressed, the county commis-
sioners were told Tuesday.

“We’re in pretty good shape for the 
shape we’re in,” county election Su-
pervisor Steve Fratz said.

Fratz said combining the precincts 
into two early-voting locations and 
three in-person Election Day voting 
sites hasn’t eliminated the need to 
have separate ballots for each of the 
19 local precincts.

Each precinct’s ballots are essen-
tially the same, with only the pre-
cinct identifiers being different, he 
said. The state requires all vote to-
tals to be recorded by precinct. Oth-
erwise, all the ballots could be iden-
tical, he said.

“Any Garrett County registered 
voter will be able to vote at any of 
the three locations,” Fratz said.

Because of that, the election sites 
will have to have “ample supplies” of 

each precinct’s ballots.
In-person voting will begin Mon-

day, Oct. 26, and run until Monday, 
Nov. 2, at the Oakland Community 
Center at 14 N. Eighth St. and the 
Northern Outreach Center, 12601 
National Pike, Grantsville. These 
vote centers will be open every day, 
including Saturday and Sunday, 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Those two early-voting centers 

will be open Nov. 3, Election Day, for 
in-person voting, as will Northern 
High School, 86 Pride Parkway, Ac-
cident. Voting hours will remain the 
same, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

With those three sites open on Elec-
tion Day, 70 percent of the county’s 
population will be within 10 miles of 
in-person voting centers, Fratz said.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County residents took part in 
observing International Over-
dose Awareness Day on Aug. 
31.

The day is designated to 
help remember those who 
have died or suffered perma-
nent damage due to drug over-
dose. It seeks to create better 
understanding of overdose, re-
duce the stigma of drug-relat-
ed deaths and create change 
that reduces the harms asso-
ciated with drug use.

Locally, the event was held 
at the Mountain Fresh Pavil-
ion and Town Parking Lot in 
Oakland, with about 70 peo-
ple in attendance.

Organized by Sadie Liller, 
prevention coordinator at the 
Garrett County Health Depart-
ment, the Stories of Hope & 
Candlelight Vigil event was de-
signed to raise awareness that 
overdose affects all walks of life 
and that it is preventable.

Four community members 
shared their stories of recov-

ery: Brandon Robeson, Chris 
Lampley, Michael Herrell and 
Bradley McKenzie.

Resource tables were avail-
able with information about 
prevention, treatment, recov-
ery and support groups.

Face coverings and social 
distancing were required. 
During presentations, partic-
ipants were asked to remain 
in their vehicles, where they 
could hear the presenters 
through their car radios.

Robeson said he originally 
didn’t want to admit that he 
was an alcoholic, which then 
led to more serious things and 
his father finding him over-
dosed on the floor.

“Since this is Overdose 
Awareness Day, I think it’s im-
portant that we start the con-
versation,” he said. “You talk 
about the stigma and you talk 
about the town ... maybe you 
don’t want to look at addiction 
or maybe you just walk past 
it and you don’t want to talk 
about it, but it is happening. It 
can strike your family.”

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Two 
COVID-19 cases were re-
ported to the Garrett Coun-
ty Health Department in 
the last week, bringing the 
county’s total to 65 since 
March.

The patients in both cas-
es displayed symptoms and 
were isolating at home. 
Both are women in their 
20s.

As of Wednesday, Gar-
rett County’s seven-day 
positivity rate was 0.1%, 
and two people were iso-
lating due to positive tests 
for COVID-19.
August results negative

The health department 
received the COVID-19 re-
sults for all 216 people test-
ed at the Aug. 26 county 
community testing oppor-
tunity.

Letters have been sent 
out to all 216 participants 
stating that the lab re-
sults confirmed that their 
test was negative for 
COVID-19.

“It may take several days 
for all of those persons test-
ed on Aug. 26 to receive 
their letter,” said Tiffany 
Fratz, director of personal 
health at the health depart-
ment. “It’s good to be able 
to announce that all the 
tests were negative, easing 
people’s minds about their 
health status.”

Of those tested at the 
event, 180 people (83%) 
were from Garrett County, 
and 36 people (17%) were 
from other parts of Mary-
land and other states.

Any  additional 
COVID-19 testing dates 
will be announced on the 
health department’s Face-
book page and website, 
garretthealth.org. Anyone 
going to the Garrett Re-
gional Medical Center for a 
COVID-19 test must have 
a physician’s orders and 
must go through the lab. 
Do not go to the emergen-
cy room for testing unless 
you are sick enough to need 
emergency care.

With the beginning of 
flu season drawing near, it 

is important to remember 
that the strategies to re-
duce viral respiratory ill-
nesses are similar for both 
influenza and COVID-19. 
Help control the spread of 
respiratory illness by wash-
ing your hands and clean-
ing and disinfecting your 
environment frequently, 
covering respiratory secre-
tions, and staying home 
while sick.

Around the region
As of Wednesday, Mary-

land had a total of 113,575 
confirmed cases — a rise 
of about 4,000 in the past 
week. There have been 
3,672 deaths, and 370 peo-
ple are currently hospital-
ized for COVID-19.

There have been 2.1 mil-
lion tests performed in the 
state, with a positivity rate 
of 3.7%, which is slightly 
higher than the previous 
week.

By county, the cumu-
lative totals are: Prince 
George’s, 27,163; Mont-
gomery, 20,838; Balti-
more, 16,382; Baltimore 
City, 15,037; Anne Arun-
del, 8,892; Howard, 4,652; 
Frederick, 3,642; Har-
ford, 2,686; Charles, 2,503; 
Carroll, 1,807; Wicomico, 
1,673; Washington, 1,416; 
St. Mary’s, 1,164; Worces-
ter, 899; Cecil, 862; Calvert, 
838; Queen Anne’s; 591; 
Caroline, 572; Dorchester, 
502; Talbot, 497; Allegany, 
408; Kent, 277; Somerset, 
209; and Garrett, 65.

In West Virginia, there 
have been 11,808 cases — 
about 1,200 new in the past 
week — and 254 deaths. 
Preston County has had 
121 confirmed cases, 21 
probable cases and four 
deaths; Tucker County, 12 
cases; Grant County, 143 
cases with six deaths; and 
Mineral County, 146 cases 
with four deaths.

In Pennsylvania, there 
had been 136,345 cases and 
7,791 deaths as of Wednes-
day. Fayette County has 
had 684 confirmed cases; 
Somerset, 183; and Bed-
ford, 161.

Garrett COVID-19 
case total at 65

Overdose Awareness Day held Aug. 31

Photo courtesy of Garrett County Health Department

A candlelight ceremony closed out the evening to 
remember those who have been lost to addiction.See AWARENESS, A3

In-person voting sites required to 
have 19 different ballots on hand

 

In this image taken from video, Garrett County Elections Supervisor Steve 
Fratz, bottom left, updates the Garrett County commissioners on mail-in and 
in-person election plans Tuesday.

See VOTING, A3

Oakland Council discusses need for more crime data

 

In this image taken from video, Oakland Councilwoman Kathy Shaffer 
discusses the level of reporting of criminal activity that town leaders are 
receiving.See COUNCIL, A4
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