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Marion educators discuss post-high school learning opportunities

‘This huge decision’

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR 

FAIRMONT — While many 
of this year’s graduating high 
school seniors will be attend-
ing a four-year university in 
the fall, Marion County ed-
ucation leaders are pushing 
students to explore multiple 
pathways for post-high school 
learning.

For example, Dr. Johnny 
Moore, President of Pierpont 
Community & Technical Col-
lege, said that, for many stu-
dents, community college may 
be the best place to start af-
ter high school, and he encour-
aged students and parents to 
look into the possibility.

“Part of my role at this in-
stitution is to make sure that 
parents and students have 
enough information to make 
an appropriate decision,” 

Moore said. “(This month), 
there will be a number of high 
school seniors sitting with 
their parents to make this 
huge decision about where 
they start their higher educa-
tion. Often times, those stu-
dents choose to pursue higher 
education (at a four-year in-
stitution), but is that the best 
place for them to start? It’s 
critical that students and par-
ents have enough information 
to make that decision about 
their future.”

“(Student loan debt) is accel-
erating so fast that it’s become 
a burden on the economy,” 
Moore said. “The average stu-
dent loan debt is approximate-
ly $37,000. That much debt at 
a young age isn’t going to go 
away very quickly, and the im-
pact can be felt in your life for 
years and years and years.”
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