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by Brenda Ruggiero
STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Health De-
partment announced Tues-
day that the first case of 
the COVID-19 Delta vari-
ant has been confirmed in 
Garrett County.

According to a press re-
lease, the Maryland Pub-
lic Health Laboratory con-
ducts RNA sequencing on 
COVID-19 case specimens 
from across the state, and 
the Delta variant was 
found in a Garrett Coun-
ty specimen. The variant 
was identified in Allegany 
County last week.

The World Health Orga-
nization and the Centers 
for Disease Control & Pre-

vention have labeled the 
Delta variant of COVID-19 
as a variant of concern be-
cause it is spreading much 
more quickly and easily 
than other variants of the 
disease.

The CDC reports that 
the Delta variant has been 
found to be particular-
ly dangerous to those who 
are unvaccinated or par-
tially vaccinated against 
COVID-19, and prelimi-
nary data indicates that 
it may increase the risk of 
hospitalization.

“I think the variants are 
of concern,” said Dennis 
Schrader, Maryland secre-
tary of health, in an inter-
view on July 16. “We’ve got 
about 90 cases of the Delta 

variant in 
the state 
so far. We 
continue 
to be wor-
ried be-
cause we 
have un-
vaccinat-
ed popu-
lation and 
the Delta variant spreads 
so quickly. It’s a challenge.”

Schrader emphasized 
the department’s concern 
over the at-risk unvacci-
nated population all over 
the state.

“Our concern is for the 
folks who are unvaccinat-
ed,” he said. “In the month 
of June, 100 percent of the 
deaths recorded were un-

vaccinated, 95 percent of 
the new cases were unvac-
cinated and 93 percent of 
the hospitalizations. We’re 
tracking those numbers. 
I’m sure they’ll vary some, 
but they are all over 90 
percent, which means any-
body who is not vaccinated 
is at serious risk.”

He noted that 3.7 million 
people in the state have 
been vaccinated, while 1.2 
million remain unvaccinat-
ed.

With that in mind, 
Schrader stated that he 
and his staff are trying to 
communicate to people 
that the vaccines are safe 
and that it’s really import-
ant to get vaccinated.

“We’re dong a number of 

things,” he said. “For ex-
ample, we know that if we 
can reach trusted organi-
zations in the community 
that know people and can 
bring 50 or 100 people to-
gether, that’s a good way of 
getting people vaccinated, 
and we’re willing to pro-
vide support.”

Groups can sign up 
to ask for a mobile clin-
ic at governor.maryland.
gov/govaxmobile/ or call 
1-855-MD-GOVAX .

“The good news is that in 
Garrett County, about 75 
percent of those 65 and old-
er are vaccinated,” Schrad-
er said. “We’d like that to 
be higher. Statewide, it’s 
about 92.4 percent, but 
we’re happy that it’s at 

least close to 75.”
He noted that for the age 

group 18 and over, the per-
centage is about 75.8 state-
wide.

“That’s been moving 
very rapidly,” Schrader 
said. “We started vaccinat-
ing 12- to 17-year-olds with 
Pfizer back in April, and 
now we’re up over 52 per-
cent, so we’re getting a re-
ally good response there.”

He stated that this age 
group is one of the reasons 
for the VaxU Scholarship 
Program, which is an incen-
tive with a scholarship pro-
motion. A total of 20 schol-
arships of $50,000 each will 
be awarded through Labor 
Day.

COVID-19 Delta variant confirmed in Garrett County

Schrader

See DELTA, A11

by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Board of Ed-
ucation has extended the 
ban on the Confederate 
flag and other controver-
sial symbols on school 
property to non-students.

Any student, employ-
ee, visitor or community 
member who is on school 
property or attending 
school-sponsored activi-
ties will not be allowed to 
display the Confederate 
battle flag, swastikas and 
“identified gang symbols” 
on clothing or personal 
property, Chief Academ-
ic Officer Nicole Miller 
told the school board last 
week.

Action can be taken if 
there is a “reasonable 
forecast that such symbols 
will create a substantial 
disruption of school-spon-
sored activities or the 
rights of students, their 
families or employees,” 
according to the school 
system’s revised Educa-
tion Equity Procedure.

Displays of such sym-
bols as part of approved 
school instructional or 
historical purposes are ex-
empt in the policy.

The ban also prohibits 
the “display and/or pro-
motion of language that 
conveys profanity, or the 
utterance or display of 
speech, actions and/or 
symbols, including but 
not limited to, on cloth-
ing or personal property, 
which can reasonably be 
forecasted to substantial-
ly disrupt or materially in-
terfere with school-spon-
sored activities and/or the 
rights of students, their 
families and/or employees 
by expressing messages of 
hatred, denigration or dis-
paragement of students, 
employees or other mem-
bers of the school commu-

nity,” the Education Equi-
ty Procedure states.

School officials reserve 
the right to restrict access 
to people — including hav-
ing them removed from 
school property or events 
— if their language and 
conduct do not conform 
to the policy, according to 
Miller.

“Garrett County Public 
Schools reserves the right 
to restrict access and/or 
seek removal of any vis-
itor/community member 
who ... engages in speech 
or conduct that creates or 
is reasonably forecasted to 
create a hostile education-
al environment or harass-
ment/bullying on the basis 
of age, color, genetic in-
formation, ability (cogni-
tive, social/emotional and 
physical), ethnicity, family 
structure, gender identity 
or expression, spoken lan-
guage, ancestry or nation-
al origin, race, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation 
and/or socioeconomic sta-
tus,” the procedure states.

Miller said the chang-
es are being made on the 
recommendation of legal 
counsel, and are needed to 
encompass a broader pop-
ulation. 

Previously, restrictions 
were limited to students 
and employees, she said.

Garrett BOE: Ban 
on controversial 
symbols at schools 
applies to public

File photo

Nobody can display the 
Confederate flag or other 
controversial symbols while 
on Garrett County Public 
Schools property or at 
school-sponsored events.

See BAN, A9

by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

McHENRY — Garrett 
County currently is rid-
ing a crest propelled by an 
swell of funding and a huge 
demand for housing.

However, the county 
needs to prepare now for 
when the money goes away, 
and the realities of a post-
COVID economy must be 
faced.

That’s what an audience 
heard Tuesday at the Gar-
rett County Chamber of 
Commerce’s Business Be-
fore Hours event at the 
Wisp Resort. A State of the 
County was given by Gar-
rett’s trio of county com-
missioners.

As a whole, Garrett Coun-
ty is doing better financial-
ly that it was before the 
COVID-19 outbreak grew 
in March 2020, Commis-
sion Chairman Paul Ed-
wards said, adding that it 
is regrettable so many indi-
viduals and businesses did 
indeed suffer hardship be-

cause of the pandemic.
“Coming out of this, we 

are probably stronger fi-
nancially than when we 
went into it,” he said.

There are several con-
sistent topics that people 
approach the commission-
ers to discuss, Edwards 
said, including schools, the 
budget, economic develop-
ment, broadband and, late-
ly, COVID-19.

Hot topics

• COVID-19 — “Garrett 
County did an excellent job 
in its response to COVID,” 
and that is the result of 
tireless efforts from Coun-
ty Administrator Kevin 
Null, the Garrett County 
Health Department and 
county Health Officer Bob 
Stephens, Edwards said.

“Bob was either the most 
vilified person in Garrett 
County or the most cel-
ebrated person in Gar-

rett County, depending on 
what side of what fence 
you were on in that time 
period,” Edwards said. 
“But he handled it excep-
tionally well.”

Throughout the shut-
downs caused by the coro-
navirus response, county 
departments never shut 
down, the commissioners 
pointed out.

• Schools — “We have 
an excellent working re-
lationship with the school 
board right now, and have, 
really, for the last seven 
years,” Edwards said.

He called the change in 
the state funding formu-
la to 90/10 for the county 
a “game changer” in being 
able to move forward with 
capital projects. That has 
permitted work to proceed 
at Grantsville Elementa-
ry School, where the inte-
rior is being redone to add 
walls, doors and better se-
curity to the former open 
space plan.

by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County’s Program Open 
Space funding has received 
a significant boost for the 
2021-22 distribution.

Board of Garrett County 
Commissioners President 
Paul Edwards said Tuesday 
there will be a one-time ad-
dition of $1 million to the 
nearly $300,000 earmarked 
for distribution.

Supervised by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources, Program Open 
Space administers funds 
made available to local 
communities for open and 
recreational space by the 
Outdoor Recreation Land 
Loan of 1969 and from the 
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund of the National 
Park Service.
Approved for funding
The commissioners 

unanimously approved the 
$298,124 in regular Pro-
gram Open Space funding 
for projects in four areas.

In Oakland, $2,732 will 

go toward roof, electrical 
and ADA improvements 
at Pavilion #1 at Broad-
ford Park, $49,500 for ten-
nis and basketball court re-
surfacing at Glades Park, 
$25,200 for garage doors at 
the Mountain Fresh Farm-
ers Market Pavilion and 
$22,965 for Oakland Youth 
Baseball League field light-

ing at Broadford Park.
Garrett College will re-

ceive $45,825 for baseball 
field upgrades.

Yough Glades Elementa-
ry School will replace play-
ground equipment at a cost 
of $82,312.

The Deep Creek Lions 
Club Park in McHenry will 
receive $24,590 for pavilion 
expansion and $45,000 to-
ward construction of the bi-
cycle pump track.

Another $1 million
County Administrator 

Kevin Null said state law-
makers this year award-
ed supplemental funding 
to run through Program 
Open Space, and Garrett 
County’s share will be a 
one-time allocation of $1 
million.

“These (allocations) will 
be submitted to the state 
for final approval,” Null 
said.

Accident: $55,478 for 
playground equipment and 
improvements at Town 
Park East & West.

Oakland: $7,000 for park-

ing lot paving at Broad-
ford Park; $84,900 for 
boathouse renovations at 
Broadford; $4,500 for ca-
boose renovations at the 
Oakland B&O Museum; 
and $30,000 for garage 
doors at Glades Park.

Also, supplemental fund-
ing will be added to proj-
ects that were approved 
for Program Open Space 
money, including anoth-
er $21,541 for pavilion up-
grades at Broadford Park; 
$10,450 for the court re-
surfacing at Glades Park; 
$5,320 for the garage doors 
at Mountain Fresh Farm-
ers Market Pavilion; and 
$82,332 more for baseball 
field lighting at Broadford.

McHenry: The Lions 
Club Park will receive an-
other $2,732 for the pavil-
ion expansion and $5,000 
for the bike track.

Loch Lynn Heights: 
$310,000 for soccer field 
lighting and $4,820 for a 
park sign.

Program Open Space receives another $1 million

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Garrett County Administra-
tor Kevin Null reads Pro-
gram Open Space funding 
recommendations Tuesday.

See SPACE, A11

Commissioners give State of the County

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

From left, County Commissioners Paul Edwards, Larry 
Tichnell and Jim Hinebaugh attend Tuesday’s Business 
Before Hours at the Wisp Resort.

See COUNTY, A11
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