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STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — A ballot box 
is now in place at the Oakland 
Community Center and is open 
24/7 for Garrett County voters to 
drop off their ballots if they do 
not want to mail them.

According to Steve Fratz, di-
rector of the Garrett County 
Board of Elections, the ballot box 
will be open until 8 p.m. on elec-
tion day, June 2. The Community 
Center is located at 14 N. Eighth 
St., Oakland.

“We are encouraging voters to 
vote by mail or place their bal-
lot in the designated drop box 
to reduce the risk of spreading 

the coronavi-
rus and to pro-
tect our elec-
tion workers,” 
Fratz said.

Mailed bal-
lots must be 
postmarked on 
or before June 
2.

Fratz ex-
plained that on the night of the 
election, the board will have elec-
tion day results, along with mail-
in ballots that were canvassed 
early. The results that will be tab-
ulated on election night will be 
the bulk of votes cast.

On Thursday, June 4, the 
board will conduct the absentee 
canvass as normal.

The election day vote center 
at the Community Center will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. to 

accept voters who are unable to 
vote by mail. Ballot marking de-
vices will be available to adhere 
to the ADA requirements, and 
same-day registration will also 
be accepted.

Fratz said the polling place 
will be open to help people vote, 
such as those with sight impair-
ments or those who may require 
physical assistance. It will also be 
available to people who register 
to vote too late to receive a mail-
in ballot.

He encouraged anyone who 
can do so to use the mail-in bal-
lots and refrain from coming to 
the center unless it’s an absolute 
necessity to vote in person.

“I’m going to try to keep ev-
eryone involved in the election 
as safe as possible, including my 
staff and I,” Fratz said.

May 27 is the deadline to reg-

ister to vote or make changes to 
a voter record, such as changing 
parties.

“I want to reiterate that Mary-
land conducts a closed prima-
ry election, which means since 
Garrett County does not have a 
non-partisan ballot, only Repub-
lican and Democratic voters will 
be eligible to vote in the primary 
election,” Fratz said.

Voters can check their registra-
tion status by visiting www.elec-
tions.maryland.gov or calling the 
local office at 301-334-6985.

Voter registration applications 
are located at all post offices and 
online at www.garrettcounty.org/
board-of-elections.

Staff writer Brenda Ruggiero can be 

reached at 301-501-8393 or by email at 

bruggiero@therepublicannews.com.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Gar-
rett County officials on 
Thursday lifted the order 
that closed vacation rent-
al properties, but with a 
number of restrictions 
and warnings.

Following Gov. Larry 
Hogan’s Wednesday an-
nouncement of the first 
phase of his reopening 
plan, the county commis-
sioners voted to amend 

their state of emergency 
declaration to allow the 
use of rental units effec-
tive immediately.

County Health Offi-
cer Bob Stephens also re-
scinded his March order 
on the rental units.

“Garrett County has 
been very blessed to 
have low numbers of in-
fections, and we are in 
fact the lowest ... in the 
state,” Stephens told the 
county commissioners. 

“We are all still at some 
risk. There will be new 
transmissions from time 
to time. Our goal in all of 
this is to limit the spread 
of COVID-19.”

Commission Chairman 
Paul Edwards said the re-
opening of rental units 
comes with orders for 
property owners/manag-
ers and for guests.

“The county, in consul-
tation with the Garrett 
County health officer, 

has agreed that the order 
of the health officer of 
March 27, 2020, closing 
all TVRU (transient va-
cation rental units) and 
vacation rental proper-
ties … is hereby rescind-
ed, and that is subject to 
the provisions of the exec-
utive order and guidance 
of the office of legal coun-
sel,” Edwards announced.

Those rental properties 
subject to:

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County will have a balanced 
budget for the coming fiscal 
year in the face of expect-
ed decreases in revenue be-
cause of the COVID-19 out-
break.

The 2020-21 budget will 
be $82,617,295, as pre-
sented to the county com-
missioners Tuesday. That 
represents a decrease of 
$616,408 from the current 
year, Finance Director Scott 
Weeks said.

No employee pay raises 
are planned, and the coun-
ty remains under a hiring 
freeze, he said.

“I’d rather be safe than 
sorry,” Weeks said. “I just 
hope our ‘safe’ is enough on 
our projections.”

There will be about $2.2 
million in cuts coming — 
most of which will be ab-
sorbed by the roads depart-
ment, which will have $1.5 
million less to work with in 
’20-21.

Each year, about $2.4 mil-
lion is dedicated to road sur-
facing, but that allocation 
will be reduced to $900,000, 
Weeks said. Since much of 
the road work planned for 
this spring hasn’t hap-
pened, the roads division 
will start the fiscal year 
on July 1 too far behind to 
tackle a full year of planned 
paving, he added.

The spending plan will 
use no reserves next year, 
as opposed to the use of 
$800,000 for 2019-20, he 
said.

The effects of COVID-19 
on the county’s financial 
health can be seen in sev-
eral of the top areas of rev-
enue generation, includ-
ing projected decreases by 
$650,000 in the accommo-

dations tax and $150,000 in 
the admission and amuse-
ment tax.

The budget lines for re-
cordation and transfer tax-
es are both dropping by 
$200,000, and the person-
al property tax will drop by 
nearly $304,000 due to de-
preciation on wind turbines.

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — While 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic prevented Garrett Col-
lege from celebrating a 
traditional commence-
ment, the circumstanc-
es did not prevent from 
celebrating the Class of 
2020’s achievements and 
accomplishments.

Garrett College 
launched a commemo-
rative webpage, www.
garrettcollege.edu/com-
mencement-2020.php, on 
Saturday morning, which 
would have been the col-
lege’s 48th commence-
ment ceremony.

Dr. Richard Midcap, 
the college’s president, 
shared the following re-
marks in his virtual pres-
idential address to this 
year’s graduating class.

“I share your disap-
pointment that the class 
of 2020 was not afforded 
a traditional college grad-
uation. You’ve earned the 
accolades and the hon-
ors that are normally as-
sociated with achieving a 
college degree. Yet, every 
challenge provides an op-
portunity for learning — 
and the coronavirus is no 
exception,” Midcap said.

“I think many of this 
year’s graduates learned 
they are tougher, smarter, 
stronger, and more adapt-
able than they ever real-
ized. And that lesson will 
help you as you move for-
ward, whether it’s on to 
a four-year college or uni-
versity, or directly into 
the workplace,” he said.

Six graduates received 
academic awards and 
were recognized for their 
achievements.

Tierra Jones of Wal-
dorf, Md., was this year’s 
Bucknell University 
Scholar, receiving a full 
two-year scholarship to 
Bucknell University in 

Lewisburg, Pa.
Merlon Devin of La Pla-

ta, Md., and Jose Vitale 
Perez of 
Valen-
cia, Ven-
ezuela, 
were rec-
ognized 
as Schol-
ar-Ath-
lete Co-
Award 
winners. 
Perez was also awarded 
this year’s Outstanding 
Transfer Student. A com-
puter science major, Pe-
rez plans to attend West 
Virginia University this 
fall.

Dreama Tennant of 
Fairmont, W.Va., was se-
lected as the recipient of 
the Inspiration and Excel-
lence Award, while Zacha-
ry Friend of Swanton was 
awarded the Leadership 
and Excellence Award.

Aryssa Corby of Swan-
ton received the honor of 
the Highest-Grade Point 
Average Award, along 
with Outstanding Career 
Advance-
ment 
Student. 
A South-
ern Gar-
rett High 
School 
graduate, 
Corby 
studied 
business 
management and entre-
preneurship.

“I will always remem-
ber that the Class of 
2020 took on unprece-
dented challenges on the 
way to achieving their 
dreams. Knowing what 
you’ve already overcome, 
I have no doubt that each 
of you will rise to any fu-
ture challenges you face,” 
Midcap said.

Ballot drop box now available

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

The drop box for Garrett County 
voters to submit ballots for the 
June 2 primary election is avail-
able 24/7 at the Oakland Com-
munity Center, 14 N. Eighth St., 
Oakland.

Fratz

In-person voting 
discouraged

Garrett College 
celebrates 48th 
graduation virtually
Commemorative web page 
recognizes the Class of 2020

Corby

Perez

See COLLEGE, A5

County permits vacation rentals to open

File photo

Garrett County has lifted the order closing rental units during the COVID-19 outbreak.

See RENTALS, A5

Garrett plans $82.6M budget around COVID-19

 Submitted photo

In this image taken from video, Garrett County commissioners hear a budget presen-
tation Tuesday. Top row, from left, are county Administrator Kevin Null, Commissioner 
Larry Tichnell and Commissioner Jim Hinebaugh; bottom row, Chairman Paul Edwards 
and Finance Director Scott Weeks.

See BUDGET, A5
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