
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 1

INSIDE

SPORTS

INDEX

ON THE WEB

Ground broken for new 
Marion County hospital.

Page 3

Fairmont Senior fills up 
Class AA all-state team.

Page 10

fairmontnews.com

Columns ................................2

Community .........................5, 6

Local ......................................3

Opinion ..................................8

Sports ............................10-11

304-838-2971

Copyright 2020

WV News

Clarksburg, WV  26301

December 16, 2020

Marion Co., BOE look back on challenges in 2020

A Year Like No Other

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — With 
in-person school wrapped up until the holidays 
are over, the Marion County Board of Education 
is taking a few weeks to regroup and reevaluate 
how to further deal with the raging COVID-19 
pandemic as officials look back on the challeng-
es of 2020.

Marion County Schools, as with every other 
school system in the country, has been dealing 
with the pandemic since March, and while there 
have been hurdles to clear, Superintendent Ran-
dy Farley said that things have gone as smooth 
as they could have.

“I guess it was like every year for school,” Far-
ley said. “It went as well as it could. We had our 
challenges and our positives, and like every year, 
we take it as it comes and try to figure out how 
we can continue on that path for improvement.”

Farley said that he believes the right moves 
were made at the right time, and everything 
that the county did was under the guidance of 
the Marion County Health Department or oth-
er health guidelines.

“We are being the safest that we can be giv-
en the current situation,” Farley said. “I don’t 
know what affects that safety from other plac-
es. In this particular instance, it’s not like some-
thing that we’ve had for years and there are vac-
cines and a lot of history with it. That’s not the 
current situation, and there are variables that 
are outside us coming in and affecting us. …

“For instance, we had more people in quaran-
tine that would cause us maybe to cancel school 
than actual cases in the school, because the cas-
es that have exposure that require quarantine 
makes it difficult to man the school. I think al-
most all of the counties in the state are finding 
that very same thing out.”
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Tina Petry, a first-grade teacher at Blackshere 
Elementary School, reads a story for her four 
in-person students.
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White Hall Elementary School Principal Nan 
Murray speaks to first- and second-grade 
students during their socially distanced 
lunch.


