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THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee spent more than 14 hours 
Thursday locked in a rancorous 
and contentious debate about 
whether to approve two arti-
cles of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump, with 
Democrats making an abrupt 
decision before midnight to 
hold off on the history-making 
vote until Friday morning.

The debate ended as it be-
gan, with angry exchanges, 
personal insults and recycled 
arguments about process and 
propriety as the committee 
moved toward voting to im-
peach Trump for “high crimes 
and misdemeanors.”

“It has been a long two days 
of consideration of these arti-
cles, and it is now very late at 

night,” said Judiciary Com-

mittee Chairman Jerrold Na-

dler, D-N.Y., at 11:15 p.m.

Sheriff’s Tax Lien Sale 
Tax Year 2018 inside today.

Taylor Buonamici bucket-
ed 36 points, hauled down 
eight rebounds and dished 
out five assists to lead North 
Marion over Fairmont Se-
nior, 72-63, Thursday night.

With the mixed signals 
of a record number of 
jobs in West Virginia but 
declining state revenues, 
do you think the state’s 
financial picture is better 
or worse entering 2020?

a) Better. The increase in 
jobs will eventually lead to 
more revenue from personal 
and consumer taxes.
.................................... 16.7%
b) Better. Even if state 
revenues are off a little, it’s 
still better than it was a 
year ago.
.................................... 18.2%
c) Worse. The increase 
in jobs and decrease in 
revenue don’t add up. State 
leaders need to get spending 
under control.
.................................... 34.8%
d) Worse. There may be 
more jobs, but not enough 
well-paying jobs. Clearly 
natural gas and coal have 
taken hits from regulation 
and market conditions, and 
the loss of severance tax 
revenue is hurting the state.
.................................... 30.3%
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by Steven Baublitz

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — Clarks-
burg’s Task Force on Public 
Safety continued its work of 
preparing recommendations 
during Thursday’s meeting.

Since the end of October, 
the members of the task force 
have worked diligently on 
proposing, researching, pre-
senting, critiquing and com-
bining recommendations that 
would help enhance public 

safety, which will hopefully be 
implemented by Clarksburg 
City Council in the future.

“We started off with 17 
of these and now have five. 
... They look pretty good,” 
Worth said.

Several other recommenda-
tions were merged under ap-
propriate topics during last 
Wednesday’s meeting, while 
others that didn’t seem feasi-
ble were dropped after some 
discussion, resulting in the 
current number.

The recommendations that 
will be presented to council will 
include the establishment of 
the Volunteers in Police (VIPS) 
program, a security camera re-
imbursement program, estab-
lishing a city-employed street 
outreach officer, establish-
ing an Adopt-a-Neighborhood 
program and having someone 
devoted full-time to boarding 
up structures on the city’s con-
demnation list.

by Matt Harvey

MANAGING EDITOR

CLARKSBURG — A man 
believed to be in his 70s was 
airlifted Thursday morning 
with what Clarksburg Fire 
Chief Rick Scott assessed 
as critical burns following 
a house fire on Pearlman 
Avenue in North View.

The man’s wife, also be-
lieved to be in her 70s, and a 
relative were offered treat-
ment at the scene, but de-
clined. Neighbors helped all 

three residents get out of the 

home, which was deemed a 

total loss by Scott and Fire 

Capt. James Green.

by Kailee E. Gallahan 

STAFF WRITER

HUNTINGTON — Five 
cheerleading teams from North 
Central West Virginia are trav-
eling to Huntington this week-
end for the annual state cheer-
leading competition, which 
will be held at Marshall Uni-
versity for the first time.

The Bridgeport, East Fair-
mont, Fairmont Senior, Lin-
coln and South Harrison cheer 
teams will travel to Huntington 
Friday, where they will be giv-
en time to warm up and prac-
tice their routines at the com-
petition location, according to 
Heather Enoch of the West Vir-

ginia Secondary School Activi-
ties Commission. Enoch is also 
the Region III competition di-
rector and state tournament di-
rector.

“We will bring the teams in 
on Friday and they will have 
time to go through a rotation, 
stretch, warm-up and have 
floor time,” she said. “We will 
then have them go through 
their typical warm-up period 
when they arrive on Saturday 
prior to their performances.”

The rules and routine 
time-limits stay the same, ac-
cording to Enoch.

“Each team will perform a 
30- to 40-second technical rou-
tine, followed by a 2 1/2-min-

ute open floor portion, which 
includes dance, transitioning, 
tumbling and stunts,” she said.

The event will follow a “run-
ning schedule,” according to 
Enoch, meaning there will be 
no break between divisions and 
the venue will not clear out be-
tween divisions. While they 
try to remain within a 10 a.m., 
noon and 2 p.m. schedule, that 
is not always possible, Enoch 
said.

Class AA will close the event 
with Bridgeport, Winfield, East 
Fairmont, Logan, Fairmont Se-
nior, Lincoln, Oak Hill and Man 
competing.

by Charles Young

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — An ex-
pert with the West Virginia 
Divison of Natural Resourc-
es said an increase in local 
black bear populations has led 
to more frequent sightings of 
bears along roadways — which 
often end with vehicle-bear 
collisions and bear mortalities.

“There’s  no  doubt  that we’re 
seeing bears hit on roads and 
places that they have not been 
seen before because the  bear 
population is growing. Harri-
son, Marion and all those coun-
ties in North Central West Vir-
ginia have more bears now than 
they did 10 years ago,” said Col-
lin Carpenter, Black Bear Proj-
ect leader for the WV DNR. 
“We are definitely seeing road 

mortalities in 
places that in 
the past hav-
en’t been real 
common.”

In addition 
to tracking 
bears killed 
during bear 
hunting sea-
son, the state compiles statistics 
on reported bear deaths from 
other causes each year, Carpen-
ter said.

“This time of year, I’m enter-
ing all of the mortalities that 
we’ve had throughout the year 
from all sorts of causes — auto 
vehicle accidents being the larg-
est non-hunting source of mor-
tality for bears in West Virgin-
ia,” he said.

Patient airlifted after early 
morning fire in North View

Staff photo by Matt Harvey

The HealthNet Aeromedical helicopter that responded Thurs-
day morning to transport a burn patient from Clarksburg takes 
off with patient Jeff Compton aboard. It was en route to the Al-
legheny Health Network West Penn Burn Center in Pittsburgh.

Staff photo by Matt Harvey

A firefighter is shown on the second floor of the home at 1806 Pearlman Ave., Clarksburg, 
that was deemed a total loss after a Thursday morning fire.

Man suffers
critical burns, 
airlifted to 
Pittsburgh

Five area cheer teams hit road
to compete in state tournament

Bear-vehicle collisions 
on rise in area counties

Carpenter

See BEAR, A10See CHEER, A6

See FIRE, A10

City’s Task Force on Public Safety continues work

Staff photo by Steven Baublitz

Wayne Worth discusses recommendations with other task force 
members Thursday.

Recommendations for Clarksburg Council down to 5

See TASK, A10

AP photo

House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Rep. Jerrold Nadler, 
D-N.Y., arrives for a House Judi-
ciary Committee markup of the 
articles of impeachment against 
President Trump on Thursday.

House panel 
will vote on 
articles of 
impeachment 
Friday morning
Judiciary Committee abruptly 
adjourns before midnight

See VOTE, A10
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