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The Garrett Choral Soci-
ety has been singing for 40 
years and counting.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Northern Steelers win 
Division II Super Bowl.
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SPORTS

President’s Circle gets 
samples of “Mary Poppins” 
and choral performance.
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DEATHS

BITTINGER, Merrill T., 
47, Grantsville.

BITTINGER, Wilma L., 
69, Accident.

COSNER, Dale A., 87, 
Bayard, W.Va.

MILLER, Clarence Mill-
er Jr., Swanton, service.

PAUGH, Merry L., 76, 
Swanton.

RODEHEAVER, Lon-
nie, Oakland, service.

WEILER, Patricia A., 85, 
Deep Creek Lake.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The Kirwan 
Commission’s education 
spending plan is expected to 
be a hot-button topic in the 
upcoming Maryland General 
Assembly.

“The way it’s currently pro-
posed, I think it’ll be pretty 
devastating for us,” said Gar-
rett County Commissioner 
Jim Hinebaugh.

He and Commissioners Paul 
Edwards and Larry Tichnell 
discussed the issue with state 
Sen. George Edwards and 
Del. Wendell Beitzel during 
their public meeting Monday 
afternoon at the courthouse.

“We want to share with you 
our concern about the cost 
of Kirwan,” Garrett Com-
missioner Edwards told the 

local lawmakers.
Although the exact cost of 

the committee’s recommen-
dations are not yet known, 
the ramifications are expect-
ed to be significant.

“We’re looking at a poten-
tial tax increase of 25%, ba-
sically, just to cover Kirwan,” 
Commissioner Edwards said.

That does not include the 
county’s annual mandatory 
maintenance of effort allo-
cation or capital funding for 
local schools, he pointed out.

“So it’s something to keep 
an eye on and what the state 
actually decides to do and how 
they massage that out,” the 
commissioner said. “It could 
have real significant implica-
tions to us financially and our 
taxpayers.”

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Oakland 
Town Council on Monday vot-
ed to move ahead with chang-
es to zoning definitions that 
would allow development of a 
residential drug recovery facil-
ity in the town.

Council members voted 6-0, 
with council President Jay 
Moyer absent, to start the 
process in three areas of the 
zoning code, which will require 
a public hearing at the Decem-
ber council meeting before fi-
nal approval can be given.

The first would add “other” 
uses for group homes and a 
“detox” use for the hospital 
definition.

These would cover the in-
tent of Oakland lawyer Thom-
as Dabney to use a building 
at Fourth and Alder streets 
as a residence for six to eight 
women who will undergo a six-
month recovery process.

Women who have been re-
leased from incarceration 
would be prime candidates for 
a number of reasons, Dabney 
said — namely that during 
their time in jail, they would 
undergo the detox treatment 
and be ready to enter the re-
covery phase.

Some people at Monday’s 
meeting have involvement in 
current group homes, and they 
asked whether there would be 

new restrictions for the ex-
isting facilities. Members of 
council and the planning com-
mission assured them there 
would not be any.

The second changes would 
come to the areas defining 
transient rental properties.

Those are the result of an 
October discussion of online 
rentals of residential proper-
ties, popularly referred to by 
the brand name of Airbnb. 
Such websites provide an al-
ternative to hotels and motels 

by allowing private property 
owners to rent their homes, 
rooms or apartments directly 
to customers.

Mayor Peggy Jamison said 
the zoning ordinance doesn’t 
address such rentals, although 
traditional bed & breakfasts 
are included. She said a com-
plaint had been received about 
an Airbnb rental, but it was 
discovered that the local law 
doesn’t cover them.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The Board of 
Garrett County Commissioners 
presented a short list of legisla-
tive requests for the 2020 Gen-
eral Assembly session to local 
lawmakers Monday afternoon.

“Every year, our local delega-
tion — Sen. George Edwards 
and Del. Wendell Beitzel — 
come and hear requests from 
the county and liquor control 
board for things that we might 
be asking for in Annapolis,” 
Commissioner Paul Edwards 
said.

The 90-day legislative session 
begins Jan. 8.

“At this time, the county has 
one request we’d like to sub-
mit for consideration,” County 
Administrator Kevin Null told 
the local lawmakers. “That’s to 
provide the board enabling leg-

islation to amend the provisions 
of Section 14-603.”

The section pertains to the 
Maryland tax property code, 

which authorizes the county to 
impose an interest rate on over-
due property taxes. Currently, 
the county cannot charge more 

than 1 percent.
“This legislation is request-

ing authorization to give the 
board the authority to raise 

that to 1.5% as they see fit,” 

Null said.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — A Moun-
tain Lake Park man accused 
in a brutal beating incident 
has been indicted on several 
counts, including attempted 
first-degree murder.

Renn Camdon Hartman, 19, 
was arrested Oct. 9 after al-
legedly attacking a 29-year-old 
man with a sledgehammer.

According to court records, 
Hartman and a 17-year-old 
Oakland youth allegedly glued 
the victim’s front door lock 
shut and assaulted him as he 
tried to enter his residence in 
the 20,000 block of Garrett 
Highway.

Investigators determined 
the victim was then dragged 
inside. After the suspects left, 
the victim managed to get to a 
neighbor’s house for help, ac-
cording to police.

At the location, police found 
the victim with serious lacera-
tions to his head and face. The 
victim was transported to Gar-
rett Regional Medical Center 
by EMS and later flown to Ruby 
Memorial Hospital in Morgan-
town, W.Va., for treatment.

Hartman and the youth, 
identified as Elijah Dennis 
Dalton and charged as an 

adult, were taken into custody 
the next day. Dalton remains in 
the custody of juvenile authori-
ties and Hartman has been held 
without bond.

At the request of State’s At-
torney Lisa Thayer Welch, the 
members of the September 
term of the grand jury were 
recalled to appear Monday.

Following a session that 
lasted approximately 90 min-
utes, the jurors returned an 
indictment against Hartman, 
charging him with attempted 
first-degree murder, first-de-
gree assault and conspiracy to 
commit those crimes.

Hartman was served with 
his charges and was to appear 
this week for an arraignment 
in circuit court. His prelimi-
nary hearing, which had been 
scheduled for Wednesday, was 
canceled.

Kirwan Commission plan could be ‘devastating’

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

The Garrett County commissioners and local lawmakers discuss the ramifications of the Kir-
wan Commission’s education spending plan Monday afternoon at the courthouse. From left, 
clockwise, are Commissioners Paul Edwards, Jim Hinebaugh and Larry Tichnell; Department of 
Planning and Land Development Director Deborah Carpenter; Del. Wendell Beitzel; and state 
Sen. George Edwards.

Zoning changes would permit 
recovery facility, Airbnb rentals

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Oakland Councilmen Terry Helbig, left, and Wayne Mobray 
attend Monday’s meeting.

Man indicted for 
attempted murder 
in beating case

Hartman

Commissioners present short list of legislative requests

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

The Garrett County commissioners presented their 2020 legislative requests to state Sen. George Edwards and Del. Wendell Be-
itzel Monday afternoon. From left, clockwise, are Commissioners Paul Edwards, Jim Hinebaugh and Larry Tichnell, liquor control 
board Administrator Debbe Owston, Beitzel and Sen. Edwards.
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