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Palatine Park to get new management

Staff file photo by John Mark Shaver

After partnering with MCPARC since 2016, 
the Marion County Commission has decid-
ed to look for other avenues of manage-
ment for Palatine Park.

County Commission looks elsewhere after rift with MCPARC 

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT — After 
working on Palatine Park 
with the Marion County 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission for several years, 
the Marion County Com-
mission has decided to take 
things in another direction 
starting in 2020.

The decision came after 
the commission requested 
proposals for new manage-
ment at the park in October. 

County Commission Pres-
ident Randy Elliott said 
that while he’s valued the 
county’s partnership with 
MCPARC, certain issues 
over the summer forced the 
commission to reconsider 
the management contract.

“One of the things I’m 
most proud of in my 16 
years (as a commissioner) 
is the development and cre-
ation and the ongoing addi-
tions to Palatine Park,” El-
liott said. “I was there from 
day one. ... We put a plan to-
gether and kept adding to it. 
...

“It’s unfortunate what 
happened in 2019, but 
we had a contract with 
MCPARC. I know they’re 
busy. I’m not faulting them. 
I’m not condemning them. I 
just have to take a good look 
at what happened. They 
have a lot to do, and may-
be they were overextended 
a little bit. I don’t know, but 
we chose to go a different di-
rection.”

The issues between the 
commission and MCPARC 
surfaced during the com-
mission’s Sept. 11 meeting 

when Kris Cinalli, county 
administrator, gave a pre-
sentation on the state of 
the park, including the poor 
condition of restrooms and 
the number of homeless 
people and drug users in the 
park.

The presentation sparked 
an argument between Ci-
nalli and MCPARC Execu-
tive Director Tony Michals-
ki during the meeting.

“I don’t appreciate (your) 
sarcasm,” Michalski said 
during the meeting. “I’m 
just here to state MCPARC’s 
point. We have good num-
bers there. We have success-
ful events. It’s a staffing is-
sue.”

Cinalli responded: “I don’t 
care because I don’t want to 
work with you. Your perfor-
mance is dismal. It’s failure. 
You have no excuse to not 
have anyone down there all 
year to manage all of these 
things, and to sit here and 
say that you’ll staff it next 
year is garbage, Tony, and 
you know it.”

Although Michalski said 
at the time he would like 
to patch things up with the 
county commission and hire 
more people to help main-
tain the park, MCPARC ulti-
mately decided against seek-
ing to continue to manage it.

“We didn’t feel it was ap-
propriate for MCPARC to 
put in a bid for the manage-
ment down there,” Michals-
ki said. “We did express in-
terest in continuing to work 
with the county, but they 
chose to go a different direc-
tion with the management 
down there.”
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Each year, thousands of people come to 
Palatine Park on the Fourth of July for 
live music and a fireworks show.
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